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English by the Book

THE WORD “MAGAZINE" offers a lesson in how the English language evolved. The
familiar term likely made its written debut in a 1583 letter from a British merchant traveling
through the Middle East: “Neither any other Officer shall meddle with the goods, but that
it may be kept in a Magosine.” There it meant "storehouse,” derived from Arabic. The word
came to mean a pericdical publication—a storehouse of information—in the early 1700s.
The roots of “magazine” were uncovered after the Philological Society of London
began to catalog the history of words in 1859. It took 71 years to compile the initial
ten-volume work, now known as the Oxford English Dictionary (OED). The current version

holds more than 600,000 entries, with new words arriving all the time. —A. R. Williams

WHERE WORDS CAME FROM
The OED traces the origins of words. Many arrived from
other European languages or via global exploration.

Middle Eastern
Afro-Asiatic
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e Tsunami
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American

Persimmon

Raccoon

Woodchuck Central
and South
American African Indian Australian
Guacamole Okra Bungalow Aboriginal Austronesian
Jaguar Safari Jungle Boomerang Boondocks
Quinoa Zombie Yoga Kangaroo Ukulele

WHEN WORDS ENTERED THE LANGUAGE 14TH CENTURY

>
Reviewing more than ten centuries of literature, 15,270
experts find the first documented use of each word, /ﬁ g
=L Blackbird
PRE-12TH CENTURY LAE},\;\‘;
7492 woRps The OED mainly
3 lists words from
Examples Occurs A.D. 1150 onward :
first in but includes earlier Humamty
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» Beowulf, Old English
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15TH CENTURY

18,688

Accomplish
Chaucer
Knight's Tale, ca 1405

Ventures abroad
helped feed a new
appetite for unusual
words in the 16th
and 17th centuries.

16TH CENTURY

37,047

Overpower
> S
Richard ||, 1597

17TH CENTURY

51,076

Hand grenade

Moccasin
» John Smith
Map of Virginia, 1612

arig BUUINS 1IN SCieninc NOUzZL
research and publishing
contributed to the jump

in new words during

the 19th century.

Cello

Lunchbox

Purebred

» Darwin letter, 1839

Fewer new words
were adopted in
an era that
emphasized
precise writing.

18TH CENTURY

24,980

Electrician
» Benjamin Franklin
letter, 1749

* Dickens, A Tale
of Two Cities, 1859

The CED is still
calching up with
words for 20th-century
technology and
innovation. As a result,
the number here is
low—but growing.

20TH CENTURY

36,233

AND COUNTING

Gorp
» National Geographic
May 1972

Moped
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