Religion Study Guide 

Theism the belief in a god or gods
Monotheism- 
Polytheism- more than one god; also known as Pantheism (Pan)
 Atheism
Secularism-relating to worldly as distinguished from relating to religion. Secularism is a doctrine that disregards or rejects the role of religion in everyday life.  Examples: secular government; secular music; secular art; 
Deism – belief in the existence of a God on rational grounds without reliance on revelation or authority.  
Ethnic Religions

Proselytizing religions
Universalizing religions

Syncretic religions

Animism

Orthodox religions

Fundamentalism  

Sacred spaces

ahisma

Modern Western Religion   - Judaism, Christians  Muslims
Modern Eastern Religions  Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism 

What are the regions based on religion?  (p180- 181) Know countries predominant religion. For example there are over 2000 religions in the United States yet the US is considered a predominately Christian region.   Know basic locations of religious denominations in US. (p. 184).

Where are the Religious Hearths and where did they diffuse to?


From the “Major religion Cheat Sheet” handout, be able to know which sacred texts belong to who; major branches; the hearth and be able to locate on a map; type of sacred space/worship sites; the relationship of religions  for example who is a parent religion to who. 

Religious Ecology
Religions often function to appease the gods/god and create harmony of nature and the people,  an adaptive strategy.   Rivers, Mountains forests trees become sacred spaces.  People pray to avoid natural disasters- god’s punishmen,t for sinners.  

Feng shui

Ecotheology-   Religion’s role in landscape modification.   

Teleology  -humans are not part of nature but superior to nature and have dominion over nature.  To control nature is to finish god’s work.  That people should protect endangered species. New green practices in many churches. 
Ritual and Practices of religions have an impact on the natural environment.  Building pyramids, Scraping earth for cemeteries, cremation on pyres cause deforestation in rural communities, bodies cleansed by the Ganges has affect on bacteria levels; 
Religious INTERACTION
Taboos; pilgrimages; gender issues; theocracies (Governments with religion as foundation of  government .   Example: former Tibet- the Dali Llama is the head of state.  Dietary Laws of the Talmud and Hindu Caste system affect agriculture and crops.   
Religious LANDSCAPES
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