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ALL THEMES AND HOW RELIGION IS CONVEYED THROUGH THE THEMES 
RELIGIOUS REALMS Handouts / class notes
Grid with major religions and attributes. 

Vocabulary-
polytheism
 monotheism

secular
 
orthodox religions

Fundamentalism 
syncretic religions 
Ethnic   
proselytizing 
Religious regions of major world religions and branches;  What religions predominate in countries of the world and regions within USA? See pp. 180-181, 184   Do any line up with linguistic regions. Would this maybe influence diffusion? 
What are characteristics of major world religions; mono/ polytheistic? Ethnic/ Proselytizing?  Who are the Prophets?  What are the sacred texts?  basic beliefs?  Where is hearth or core area?  
Western Religions and locations; Judaism and diffusion; Christianity and diffusion/divisions in Europe; Major Christian denomination regions of US p.184 
Readings: the Prophet,   5 Pillars of Islam /diffusion;   2 major divisions within  Islam 
Eastern Religions 
Hinduism  caste system, dharma (duty), reincarnation, karma; Hindu sacred spaces and landscapes. 
Buddhism – Hinduism is parent religion; rejects caste system; Prince Siddhartha Gautama   Awakened one founded the religion based on 4 noble truths: 1) Life is full of suffering.  2) Desire is the cause for suffering) 3) Quelling desires ceases suffering 4) Follow the 8 fold path of conduct to reach Nirvana;
Taoism – force that balances universe; yin and yang; Three Jewels of Tao (the balancing force) 1) humility 2) compassion 3  )moderation;  This is an  indigenous religion of China that diffused to Japan as manifested in Shinto religion. 
 Confucianism is a Chinese Philosophy developed by Confucius and other scholars to restore order in China from a feudal chaos, which “culminated in spiritual achievement in each person”.  Its basis was “sincere ethical behavior and strict observation of traditional rules and ceremonies”. Harmony of man was the goal and to be “infused with self respect, sincerity, earnestness and benevolence. Similarly manners were held to be a direct reflection of motives exemplified by a child’s duty to family and, above all the father. This principle culminated in loyalty to one’s ruler.” (Mark Borthworth,  Pacific Century 2 e., 1998 p. 1-21).
Indigenous Animism –spirits live in inanimate objects and are ethnic religions 
 

Religious hearth areas 7.12
religion ecology nature- deforestation 7.16

Pilgrimage and landscapes 
Feng shui    sacred space    

Ecotheology  - new “green” religious expression in many protestant and evangelical churches

Religion and economy 7.15


Religion and landscape/photos 

Religious place names on the landscape
St. Paul Minn. San Francisco
Religious Interaction as discussed in class e.g. Religion and politics are often bound together by the power they convey. Religion and language; religion and food ( Sugar Cane  and creation story) Religion and ecology examples . 
Video notes 
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