Application for Social Science Distribution Requirement status

Please attach the approved course outline.


Course number/title:Geog 206 Geography of Oregon


 Catalog course description:This course emphasizes the physical and cultural geography of Oregon.  Physical geography serves as a framework to support the understanding of cultural settlement patterns, resource bases, land-use, and urban patterns for the diverse cultures that have given identity and cultural meaning to the “place” of Oregon.  This class is available as a field course summer term. Geog. 141 and/or Geog. 142 recommended prior to this class.
Courses meeting the Social Science requirement shall:

· Be a minimum of 3 credits

· Be regularly numbered offerings (not 199 or 299 temporary or 298 independent study)

· Have as a main focus the exploration of a social science department discipline

In addition, courses that qualify for the Social Science requirement shall do at least five of the following: 

	Criteria
	How course meets criteria

	1. Provide opportunities to develop information literacy in the social sciences (the ability to critically analyze, synthesize, and evaluate various forms of information including written texts and other media)
	The course will require reading list, research topics  and analysis of essays, maps and newpaper  accounts, 

	2. Encourage the use of effective communication skills, such as active listening and the clear expression of ideas in speaking and writing
	Each person or small group will present a project to a panel of peers who will assess the students on their ability fairly and honestly critique the work and presentation. 

	3. Raise awareness of diversity issues and encourage respectful communication across cultural differences
	Students will be asked to  conduct an interview with a person unlike themselves .

	4. Use multiple theoretical approaches of a social science discipline to critically analyze problems and to develop recommendations for problem solving
	Geographic Theroy about  place, logation and region will be used in analysis of various topics, 

	5. Use multiple methodological approaches of a social science discipline to critically analyze problems and to develop recommendations for problem solving
	Data Gathering and  data analysis will be  taught to introduce students to critical thinking and multivarient  problem solving. 

	6. Encourage students to examine individual experiences and perspectives in relationship to course material
	Readings and essays of various authors will be examined and analysed  from various perspectives

	7. Encourage multidisciplinary thinking 
	Use of math skills , historcal events, through the lense of  social and political change will be used.  Earth Science and biology changes with landuse will all be intergral to learning the Geography of Oregon. 


Please attach the approved Course Outline.
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