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	GEOG 206 Geography of Oregon 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This course emphasizes the diversity of the physical and cultural geography of Oregon.  Physical geography serves as a framework to support  understanding of the settlement patterns, resource bases, land-use, and urban patterns for cultures that have given identity and cultural meaning to the “place” of Oregon.  Occasionally this class is available as a field course summer term. Geog. 141 and/or Geog. 142 recommended prior to this class.

4.000 Credit Hours 
40.000 TO 46.000 Lecture hours 

Levels: Credit 
Schedule Types: Lecture, On-Line

Lane Community College 
Social Science Division 
Social Science Department 

Course Attributes: 
Tuition, Social Science 






GEOGRAPHY OF OREGON

OBJECTIVES/LEARNER OUTCOMES:
Upon successful completion of this course the student should be able to:

Name and locate the natural Geographic regions of Oregon on a map
Read and interpret topographic maps
Be able to understand township and range system of cadastral mapping
Understand drainage basins and natural divides of river basins
Understand the soils basic geologic patterns of Oregon
Discuss relationships of the Natural Environment and Cultural settlement patterns.  
Discuss immigration history and demographic growth in Oregon
Relate historical/current events to urban growth and  attitudes toward the environment. 
Discuss the relationship of the basic economic sectors of the economy with globalization 




ASSESSMENT MEARSURE AND ACTIVITIES:

Weekly Map quizzes
Consistent exams
Personal essays 
Creating maps
Group project and critiques
Annotated bibliographies


GRADE COMPOSITION:

Instructor discretion 

COURSE CONTENT/OUTLINE:

WEEK 1.	 Introduction to Regional Geography that includes learning to read and create maps.  Study the natural environment of Oregon as occupied by early Indians. Introduction of first non-native Oregonians and history of Oregon territory including settlement patterns, resources and causes for migration.

WEEK 2.	 Diversity of sub-regions egions of Oregon Early in search of flora, fauna, and the of the west. Settlement and Expansion of the west from beaver pelts to gold rush mining.  The wagon trains and Oregon’s first farming communities.	

WEEK 4. 	The Lure of Oregon’s vast forest resources and Demographic Change.  Timber and cattle production enhanced by the railroads.  Early Immigration restriction and struggle for European American control. 
WEEK 5. 	Oregon in the mid 20th Century forward. 
Ethnic communities following jobs in food production, timber and shipbuilding throughout Oregon.  Expansion of The Port of Portland.
WEEK 6.  	 Oregon Urbanization and urban renewal. Land use and zoning laws to contain sprawl while conserving utility costs and natural resources.  Inter-state highway system links east/west and north/south.  Portland as an example of a primate city.  
WEEK 7. 	Decline of timber resources and introduction of technology industries.  Environmental conservation efforts and a cultural divide. 	 
WEEK 8. 	 Rise of Tourism: the Coast to Baker City.  Casino Industry. Impact on natural resources.
WEEK 9. 	Globalization and Oregon.   Project work time			
WEEK 10.	Project presentations		
WEEK. 11      FINAL EXAM WEEK. 	
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