Appendix A 
Summary Student survey results 
Benjamin EVALUATION 2011-2012
Classroom Teaching Evaluations

I have received overall favorable responses in teaching evaluations administered by the college throughout my career. A student or two each term with perspectives ranging from disappointment to anger with the class material, grading curve, workload or my style of teaching did not meet their expectations.  I accept that. 

As a teacher, I am most interested in the amount of knowledge gained from my courses. This year I decided assess my teaching of each class.  The first day of class I asked students to self-report their existing knowledge/comfort by answering 5 academic skill-based questions from the objectives of the course. The last day of class I asked them to report their perceived gain in knowledge by answering the same 5 questions. (See Appendix B for survey questions).  The pre-course survey gives immediate feedback of the class skill-level and range of existing knowledge. The post course survey allows me to see the effectiveness of my teaching overall. 

This methodology was not aimed at individual student gains.  Individual self-perceptions vary with actual skill and knowledge.  For instance, a student whose knowledge base was already high may have reported he/she had high gains while a student with medium to low existing knowledge may have had the same response.  Or a student may have over-rated or under-rated their actual knowledge in the pre test. 

Self-reporting surveys revealed 55%-90% of the class who took my courses gained “Very High or High” knowledge in the courses’ 5 objectives during Winter term. The remainder of students reported medium to low-medium gains in knowledge. No one reported low gained knowledge. As you may note, there is a difference between class sections, which may be due to the class make-up, the hour of the day, or uneven delivery of materials.  I strive for consistency in my teaching. These data confirm that students coming into my classes with varied backgrounds gained reasonable knowledge due to my course materials, delivery methods and of course student effort.  It is my goal to inspire student effort and have them be rewarded by their efforts. Table 1 below gives results from Winter 2012  and results from Fall and Winter  2011-2012 follow. (See Tables 2-6) 

From student written responses on what they liked about the course and what they would suggest to make it a better, I found that most students appreciate my style of teaching. (See Appendix C for student written responses).  I appreciate their input and am proud that they give me feedback to make the classes better.  Inevitably a few students are not satisfied.  The most consistent suggestions for changes to the class mostly ask for adding more activities and lab exercises. Since this is a lecture class I have some activities but not as many as a lecture /lab class.  Criticism about following the syllabus is well taken.  I have been writing too much detail into the syllabus about quiz schedules.  Sometimes the material moves slower than expected and we get off schedule. It is not unusual to move an exams back one class period and students always appreciate it.  I give any student the opportunity to take the exam on the day written in the syllabus but it has never been an issue for students.  My solution to “following the syllabus” is to announce the quiz (not exams) 2-3 class periods ahead rather than having dates written in the syllabus.  Another criticism of Geography 141 is that there is too much material covered in too short of time.  That is the nature of this survey course that is a direct transfer to universities.  The third most consistent suggestion is to teach more to the test. My goal is for students to learn concepts and how to think critically and integrate the material, including terminology and concepts to problems solve, not to memorize certain phrases or statements. 
Overall I am proud of the results of the survey. 

Table 1.

	 Natural Environment

GEOG 141
	I have basic understanding of “open systems” which create a complex and dynamic earth
	I know how natural systems work differently at various locations of the world and why
	I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models and science diagrams
	I have the ability to place major natural features and climate regions in my mind accurately
	I logically use science to think about impacts of human activities on nature and the importance of a sustainable future

	Very High to High Gained knowledge 8:30am class
	     65% 
	     55%
	     75%
	     65%
	     70%

	Very High to High Gained knowledge 1pm class
	     80%
	     90%
	     60%
	     75%
	     75%

	Human Geography

GEOG 142

3pm class
	I Know Country locations
	Know culture traits of world regions and countries
	Can read and understand basic maps models and diagrams
	Ability to spatially place major urban areas in your mind accurately
	Use geographic themes to think about sustainability and quality of life for all people.

	Very High to High Gained knowledge
	     71%
	     76%
	     81%
	     67%
	     62%


Tables 2-6   Raw data of Pre-Post surveys for courses

Table 2.  Incoming Base Knowledge
Natural Environment Pre-course results of questions 1-5 (2 sections Winter 12)

	                                           Rating of 
                      Comfort & Knowledge

Questions
	Very High 
	High 
	Medium 
	Medium-low 
	Low 

	Understand basics of Open systems 
	0


	10
	18
	23
	11

	How natural systems work at various locations
	3

	9
	27
	15
	8

	Read & understand maps, geography models and science diagrams
	9
	22
	22
	7
	1

	Can mentally place major natural features and climates accurately
	6
	14
	21
	16
	4

	Logically use science to think about human impact and sustainability
	6
	19
	14
	9
	2


Table 3.  Gained Knowledge
Natural Environment Post-course results of questions 1-5     (2 sections Winter 12)

	                                            Rating of
                           Gained Knowledge                              
Question
	Very High 


	High 


	Medium 
	Medium-low 


	Low 


	% Very

High to High Gain

	Understand basics of Open systems 
	7
	22
	7
	2
	2
	73%

	How natural systems work at various locations
	6
	23
	8
	3
	0
	73%

	Read &understand maps, geography models and science diagrams
	11
	16
	11
	3
	0
	68%

	Can mentally place major natural features and climate accurately
	9
	19
	5
	6
	1
	70%

	Logically use science to think about human impact and sustainability
	6
	23
	8
	3
	0
	73%


Table 4. Gained Knowledge
Natural Environment Post-course results only of questions 1-5 (5 sections Fall/Winter 11/12)
	                                            Rating of
                           Gained Knowledge                              

Question
	Very High 

	High 

	Medium 
	Medium-low 

	Low 


	% Very

High to High Gain

	Understand basics of Open systems 
	13
	33
	11
	1
	0
	79%

	How natural systems work at various locations
	10
	29
	24
	1
	0
	61%

	Read &understand maps, geography models and science diagrams
	11
	16
	10
	3
	0
	68%

	Can mentally place major natural features and climate accurately
	12
	34
	19
	2
	0
	68%

	Logically use science to think about human impact and sustainability
	12
	34
	22
	1
	0
	67%


Table 5. Gained Knowledge
Human Geography Pre-course Results of questions 1-5  (Winter 12)
	                                         Rating of

                           Present knowledge

Question
	Very High 
	High 
	Medium 
	Medium -Low 
	Low 

	Know where a majority of countries of the world are located. 
	1
	3
	10
	7
	3

	Know basic culture for most regions of the world.
	1
	4
	12
	7
	1

	Can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and diagrams
	4
	12
	3
	5
	0

	Able to spatially place major urban areas in my mind somewhat accurately.
	3
	9
	6
	3
	2

	Use geographic themes and ideas for sustainability and improving quality of life for people.


	0
	8
	5
	7
	3


Table 6.  Gained Knowledge
Human Geography Post-course Results of questions 1-5
	                                      Rating of
                        Gained knowledge 

Question
	Very High 
	High 
	Medium 
	Medium -Low 
	Low 
	% Very

High to High Gain

	Know where a majority of the countries of the world are located. 


	12
	3
	4
	0
	2
	71% 

	Know basic culture traits for most regions of the world.
	4
	12
	3


	1
	1
	76% 

	Can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and diagrams
	13
	4
	1
	2
	1


	81% 

	Able to place major urban areas in my mind somewhat accurately.
	7
	7
	4
	2
	1
	67% 

	Use geographic themes and ideas for sustainability and improving quality of life for people. 
	6
	7
	4
	3
	1
	62% 


Appendix B        Pre-post survey questions.
Natural Environment

Geog 141 Pre-course Questionnaire 1/9/2012 Name________________optional
Please mark the scale, A-E, that you feel best fits your current knowledge about geography.                  “A” being the highest level of knowledge and “E” being lowest level of knowledge.  
1. I understand the basics of how “open systems” create a complex and dynamic earth.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

2. I understand how natural systems work differently at various locations of the world and why.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

3. I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and scientific diagrams.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

4. I am able to place major natural features and climate regions in my mind accurately. 

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

5. I can logically use science to think about impacts of human activities on nature and the importance of a sustainable modern future.

A. Very high
B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

6. What do you hope to learn in this class?

7. About how many hours a week do you expect to set aside for this class? (include hours spent in the classroom) .

Natural Environment Questionnaire Post-course
Please mark the scale, A-E, that you feel best fits your growth in knowledge about geography after taking this class:  “A” being the highest level of growth and “E” being lowest level of growth.  

1. I understand the basics of how “open systems” create a complex and dynamic earth.

B. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

2. I understand how natural systems work differently at various locations of the world and why.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

3. I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and scientific diagrams.

B. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

4. I am able to place major natural features and climate regions in my mind more accurately. 

B. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

5. I can logically use science to think about impacts of human activities on nature and the importance of a sustainable modern future.

B. Very high
B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

6. What did you like about this class?

7. What do you think should be changed to make it [i.e. the class] better?

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY Pre-course Questionnaire    Please mark answers A-E that best fits your present knowledge and comfort about human geography.    “A” being the highest level of knowledge and comfort and “E” being lowest level.
1. I know where a majority of the countries of the world are spatially located.  

C. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

2. I know basic culture traits such as language, religion, demographics, development, resources for most regions of the world.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

3. I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and diagrams.

C. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

4. I am able to spatially place major urban areas in my mind somewhat accurately. 

C. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

5. I use geographic themes and ideas such as space, location, movement, region, scale, and geographic relationships to think about sustainability and improving the quality of life for all people. 

A.  Very high
B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

6. What things do you hope to learn in this class?

7. About how many hours per week do you expect to set aside for geography?
 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY Post-course
Please mark answers A-E that best fits your GAINED knowledge and comfort about human geography after taking this class.    “A” being the highest level of GAINED KNOWLEDGE and comfort and “E” being lowest level.  

1.  I know where a majority of the countries of the world are spatially located. 

 
A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

2. I know basic culture traits such as language, religion, demographics, development, resources for most regions of the world.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

3. I can read and understand basic maps, geographic models, and diagrams.

A. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

4. I am able to spatially place major urban areas in my mind somewhat accurately. 

a. Very high

B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

5. I use geographic themes and ideas such as space, location, movement, region, scale, and geographic relationships to think about sustainability and improving the quality of life for all people. 

A.  Very high
B. High  
C. Medium
D. Low-medium

E. Low

6. What did you like about this class?

7. What could make this class better?
Appendix C     Student written response.

8:30 A.M. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT GEOG 141 Winter 2012
Question 6.  What did you like about this class?
· The tests weren’t too over the top but they were still challenging

· I like learning bout geography

· I think this class was done real well

· The content was interesting and useful to learn about

· The teachers style was very boring to me Had to struggle to stay awake

· All the information in class was great

· Everything!

· It made me want to leave school and live a natural life in order to save our species
· Map work and map quizzes

· Positive teaching environment!

· You have been very available and compassionate and friendly throughout the term Thank you!!! Oh and I like how you treat each of us as beings and not just a number.  Your character is very genuine.  And I liked how speedy you were on grading –much appreciated by the impatient!]

· This was one of my favorite classes this term, I just wish I would have taken it with less classes so that I could have devoted more attention to this one.

· I grew a new found appreciation for the planet I live on

· From day one I made new discoveries and formed a more complete concept of nature.  I appreciated the interaction that is available with the instructor and fellow classmates.  I feel the class is set up to learn as opposed just getting through with credit

· It was very relevant to how humans change the environment
· It was fairly easy to follow and understand the subject matter. 

· The lectures because she explained what the book meant. I know much more about this planet than I did before taking this class - Thank you. 
· Learning about the impact humans and nature have on the earth

Question 7   What do you think should be changed to make this class better? 
· Less material everything is thrown together too fast

· Add different methods of teaching same thing every day got old
· I had difficulty understanding what you wanted at first. I spent so much time on the location of mountain ranges but didn’t understand what you meant when you said you were “picky” about how we mark them on the quiz.  So when I took the quiz, all my mountains were in the right place but not marked like you wanted them marked.  Consequently I lost 5 points because of that and I panicked that I would do the same on all the exams
· We should go outside more

· Follow syllabus better I wanted to learn more specifics-rivers- mountains, locations.  Point system was confusing

· Less repetition, more definition

· More assignments, I wasn’t a fan of how many points were on tests compared to assignments 

· Tests were hard and lots of new terms to remember

· Promoting student involvement and getting the class involved in lessons a little more.. The energy level of my class mates drains and annoys me sometimes

· I feel that in using moodle there should be more opportunity to have students to have input.  Maybe if a project or assignment on moodle required us to find resources in the media/news to highlight current issues with our environment and solutions to environmental issues. 
· Real world examples   more activities

· Maybe more variety of activities to do (lab sort of work) 

· I don’t know

· It would have been helpful to do more hands on class activities to develop the concepts that were in the lecture. 
1:00 p.m. class NATURAL ENVORNMENT Winter 2012 

Question 6.  What did you like about this class?
· The activities an laid back environment

· Nearly all the material was covered in class discussion. Didn’t have to actually memorize a ton of rivers.

· The movies

· The mass of Geographical Information.  At times it was a little overwhelming but never the less very interesting and motivating to learn more.  There was excellent instruction which helped me the most

· Interesting and helpful topics that we covered.  I liked the quizzes to make sure we understand the material along the way.  That Jane was excited and the subject matter and showed that made it more fun.

· I thought the course topic was interesting and useful basic knowledge to have I also thought the instructor was knowledgeable about the subject matter. 

· I like what the course description said

· I like how much the book was incorporated into the class period, so when I went home to study I knew exactly where to look to find answers to my questions.  I also like the small demonstrations in class with the globe to cement the concept of the earth’s tilt and the ITCZ, the washcloth for forces like compression that cause “folding”.  It really helps!

· Not very much, I found some information interesting but the way the course was taught was unprofessional, scattered and ridiculous.

· The teacher is passionate about the subject and has knowledge

· I like learning about our natural world and how mountains are formed.

· Learning about the Hydrologic cycle was really interesting

· I liked this class very much and I learned a lot and enjoyed Jane’s teaching

· I liked the material covered, very interesting

· I didn’t like the way this class was taught

· It was short and easy
· Learning information concerning questions 3-5

· Content if only teacher wasn’t distractful

· Chapter 6 was really cool,  I like learning about the stuff I drink, how we get it and why it tastes as it does
Question 7  What do you think should be changed to make this class better? 
· More in the field activities

· More educational assignments that confirm understanding that can be worked on with peers between all the tests.  High/Low pressure directions or weather prediction worksheets would help understand the intricacies easier

· Less using the book and actually use your knowledge

· More field trips especially to rock formation areas…. The rest was great

· Class time could be used better.  More of a clear understanding of what to cover/study and when.  Following the syllabus better so we know what to expect

· Although there was a syllabus it was not used or followed.  This made it confusing for the students and no one was sure what to study or what to expect.  Because the syllabus wasn’t followed we spent too much time on some topics and rushed through others. 

· Less pop quizzes and more out of class opportunities for extra credit

· In order for this class to be acceptable I believe the change with the instructor is a must. It appears she has some underlying personal problems mentally- she would frequently forget in mid-lecture what she was talking about, frequently late to class, rude, sexist, racist to students and constantly contradicting herself with information she gave us! Not helpful at all when asked for help she would say we are ignorant!
· The teacher isn’t on time, does not teach toward test

· To slow down a little and efficiently cover material

· More activities, less lecture.  I feel like activities during the map/geography stuff could be useful.

· Better maps for map quizzes

· There are so many aspects covered in a short amount of time

· More physical hands on activities. Probably not treat us like we are five we are adults and I appreciate being treated like on. Thank you.

· Better warning information of what exactly students need to know for quizzes and tests

· More book assignments

· I would enjoy more learning about major geographical points on earth
3:00 P.M.  HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 142 Winter 2012

Question 6.  What did you like about this class?

· Amount of class discussion Jane allows

· Maps

· Learn the maps

· I really enjoyed the pace of the class as well as researching countries and see other culture of the world.

· Different

· Cultural Diffusion

· Like all my classes I enjoy discussion as a class the most.
· I like the map quizzes because it truly helps to learn where all the countries are. I also like the field trip and group activities

· Learning about different parts of the world and the field trip

· I like how you pulled a few aspects into each location such as business, language and quality of life it helps me personally understand those countries more making it easier to locate on a map.

· Jane is really fun and makes the material really east to understand.  I wasn’t very interested in the beginning but, but now I love human geography!  And I love the field trip! 

· Most of all the knowledge and respect that Jane has for all people.  The GIS field trip was great.

· The discussions were great and talking about how it affected to the world and us directly makes it stick more. 
Question 7  What do you think should be changed to make this class better? 
· Field trip in the beginning of the term, for the fact of getting to know people better so it would make our group project easier

· Define note taking time

· Better study guides and test prep

· IDK- first time taking Geography

· More field trips

· A solid map to study of perhaps knowing how many countries  for each test.  I missed a couple of small ones personally

· Again I go back to the disrespectfulness of the students. Those kids these days have no respect.  I am disappointed in the discipline of our youth as well as the disciplinary action against these kids. 

· A little organization and clarity

· Maybe more time in class to study certain topics. Also more time in class to do group studies for the different sections of the book.

· I noticed early in the class people could not identify many states in the US.  I think one maps quiz should be dedicated to this.  Even just for extra credit maybe.

· More student interaction/ ideas from them such as group discussions/thoughts, then bring those to the class as a whole and comparing

· Not allowing Neil to speak about so many stupid things and his feelings all the time !  He is nothing but a kiss-up with no one else to vent to so he feels the need to do it to the teachers who will listen and DISRUPT the class so much!  Every class was like this!

· Better use of time 
1:00 P.M.  NATURAL ENVIRONMENT GEOG 141 Fall 2011

Question 6.  What did you like about this class?
· I thoroughly enjoyed Jane’s enthusiasm and commitment to the education of her students.  She goes at a good pace for the group and offers ample private time with the slower students to keep the whole class moving in congruence.  She appeals to the curious natures of students in order to engage everybody, regardless of race gender predisposition, and finds different aspects of geography to interest the most uninterested students. She is a rare gem in a school overflowing with spiteful, unintelligent, lackluster teachers who teach without any passion. –George

· Little in the way of busy work, and most of what we did was relevant to class

· It was interesting and very cool

· Teacher was very involved

· It was very informative on showing how the natural process of the world works

· The enthusiasm and flexibility of the professor and the lectures were laid back

· Materials: books, maps and some videos

· Teaching method of the teacher

· You were cool

· Activities

· The instruction method

· Activities

· The lectures, worksheets and videos

· How relaxed it was workload-wise

· I like how hard Jane worked to make sure everyone understood what was being taught.  She held extra study group and helped individuals better understand the material.  Thanks, Jane
· The teacher was amazing
· Note: 10 students did not answer questions 6

Question 7   What do you think should be changed to make this class better? 

· Its fine

· More clear instruction

· More films

· More activities Harder exams

· More map studies

· Require drug tests for admission and stop allowing cracked out chain-smoking junkies t clog the air with rotten cigarette smell and the sound of their obnoxious voice making constant unrelated comments that do nothing but slow the pace for all the other paying students- George
· More interactive activities

· More assignments not just reading

· No changes-great class

· Maybe some better visual aids

· More visual aids maybe some projects but that’s about it.  The class was very good

· Final exam should include only Chapters 10,11,14.

· More test button games

· Field trips
· Nothing

· Not as much lecture

· Like all classes less cross talk   other than that nothing

· Less lecture

· Overall is good   no big change

· Study guides handed out earlier, like minimum a week before the exam

· I wish it was a little more organized  but no biggie

· Nothing I can think of 

· More group oriented things

· If it were possible to do more outside field trips that would be great- even something short and sweet like when we went out to the courtyard to look at stalactites and stalagmites. 
Appendix D 

Service to the College
· Social Science Advisory Committee (SSAC) served on the advisory committee that meets bi-weekly and advises department Chair 2009-2010

· Geography Discipline Lead Contact for the Department- report to the administration requests for the discipline through reports and reviews to demonstrate how we can better serve the college mission.  
· GIS Grant Project Manger for MAPS GIS grant from National science Foundation 2006 completed 2009.
· GIS Professional Advisory Committee contact 2007-2010- report the function and role of GIS professionals that volunteer to advise the GIS Professional Technical Program to the college and to identify and rotate advisory community membership in the local area.
· GEOG/GIS Career Fair Representative
·  Lane Community College Day at the capital in Salem

· Lane County Career Faire, 
· Hamblin middle school

· South Eugene High School 
· Springfield Middle and High Schools. 
· Geography Discipline Contact for University System- to communicate and engage in changes of higher education. 
· Lane Preview Night 2007-2012 represented Social Science

·  Department social event 2010, hosted in my home morale building and fun

· Social Science Bulletin Board Coordinator - Weekly update of Social Science related activities on campus and throughout the community

· LCCEA Action Representative

· Social Science art/visual identity internal grant project 
Appendix  E    Teaching materials  (see zip documents attached)
