Self Assessment

In evaluating my work at LCC over the past year I would like to highlight several things that represent the quality of my teaching in the discipline of Geography.  I also will include areas of weakness that I would like to improve. 

My role as a geography instructor is to present students with opportunities to analyze cultural spaces and broaden perspectives. Many students are unaware of what college level geography entails, so I engage students at a variety of intellectual levels and introduce them to the principles of the field. The range of geographic literacy is broad requiring flexibility in teaching style.  I think I accomplish the tasks of the discipline and make it engaging to students.  

Feedback from students and watching them progress at the university level give me a sense of satisfaction.  In my last visit to the U of O, a former student was proud to tell me his work had been cited and incorporated into the new Atlas of Oregon, 2001.  The U of O Geography Department enrolls a number of former LCC students and my university colleagues continue to be complimentary of our transfer student’s preparation.  Beyond the discipline of Geography, I encounter former students on a variety of career paths who relay how my classes opened new ways of thinking. 

My teaching incorporates cultural components that require a safe classroom environment.  We critically analyze cultural geographic models, so I must create a classroom that is open to differing perspectives.  A large number of international students regularly enroll in my classes and I see their participation as resource.  Using examples from their cultures provide an inclusive environment and create more opportunity for them to share their cultural ideas with our class. I also like to engage with the Multi-Cultural Center and International Student Office to create opportunities for classes and students. 

The most interesting part of my work is to develop new class materials for interactive participation in the classroom.  I have a variety of mediums (map exercises, videos, field observations, interviews, projects and other) that I draw upon. A narrative of an example is included in this evaluation.

I am aware that my curriculum is weak in field methods.  I would like to incorporate  field geography into my course work but it is difficult to do with the large number of students enrolled in each class. A weakness that I continue to work on is better organization.  A criticism that some students have is that I “jump around”.  The nature of geographic regions is one of a multi-variable analysis rather than linear analysis.  I continue to lay out patterns and reiterate them often.  I use overhead transparency maps, overlays and wall maps as a constant tool as a reminder of the importance of space and the meaning of place.

I am proud to be a part of Lane’s teaching faculty and believe I am a good instructor.  According to Stephanie Ragland of the TRIO program, students think I am   “a hard instructor but fair”.  I couldn’t be more pleased with a reputation.
COURSE IMPROVEMENTS.

The following are course improvements for Cultural Geography.  They have interactive qualities that promote group work and are the basis for a larger classroom discussion.  The first classroom assignment is a one class period assignment.  I began this project 3 years ago and have continued to make refinements.  It is a very successful way to actively engage students with maps, the text, and the use of demographic data.  The second piece is a Student project that is a term long individual project and then culminates at the end of the term as a group project.  I began this project Fall 2001 and found it successful with refinements planned for next term.
Classroom Assignment- Demographic Transition Model (Geog 103)  Fall 2001

This classroom assignment uses most every demographic map in the text chapter and relates it to the Demographic Transition Model.  Students have previously read about the model and I have discussed the model at length in the previous class.  This assignment is where they put the rubber to the road by actually using the model to make hypothesis about a region’s stage of development through industrialization. 

The goal is understand  (1) how the model works, (2) what are the model’s short-comings, and  (3) how a variety of mapped demographic data can be used to reveal a basic characteristic of a region.  

Students are groups with 3-5 peers and given a defined small scale region (i.e. South America, Southeast Asia, or North Africa).  They are to decide among themselves what stage of the Transition their region is in, and present an oral hypothesis and give evidence from the data they glean from the text.  

They are given about 20 minutes to establish and support their hypothesis and each group has about 5 minutes to present it to the class.  The model is drawn on the board to plot each group’s hypothesis and open for larger discussion for the class.

Final Project  (Geog 103). Fall  2001.

This is a project for students to investigate a geographic region of personal interest and use concepts they learned in the class. 

Each student is to research information about a culture/environment of an area of personal interest through information in the library and on the internet.  Students accumulate a reading list and cite materials.  After reading, students are to interview a person who is native to that region ( I help students find contacts for interviews).  Through this primary research they can discover cultural traits and traditions that make their region unique and cohesive.   They are to address five themes of Cultural Geography (focus of text) in a written summary and share that information with classmates.  Sharing is done during “dead week” in 3 phases (50 minute class periods).

Phase 1- Day 1.

Everyone’s name/ interest area is put on the board. 

Students choose a partner to share their information.  They are to choose a partner in an area they find interesting but unlike their own.  This partnership has a handout to answer particular questions about each respective region.  

Phase 2- Day 2..

I group students  according to the likeness of their areas.  Examples from this term include Africa (projects from Nigeria, Senegal, Egypt, and Morocco), Latin America (projects from Colombia, Guatemala,  Mexico (2)), Asia ( projects from Taiwan, 3 Japan, 2 South Korea , Singapore).Europe (projects from Germany(2), Ireland, Croatia( 2), Ukraine).  Assignment: discuss similarities and differences of regions and prepare a short presentation as a panel, leaving time for questions.    

Phase 3 -Day 3.

Panel presentation  given. 

Self criticism of the project.  Phase 3 did not have enough time for presentations to be effective. Students were too focused on “grades” and  what “I wanted” in the presentation. 

College Service

Social Science Advisory Committee (SSAC).  I am a 4  term member of the advisory committee that reports to and meets bi-weekly with the Department Chair.


I have served on a number of ad hoc sub-committees of the SSAC.

Social Science Project Users Group for the College Bond.  I am a five term member.

Mentoring Program of Faculty Connections.  I participate by mentoring and attending Faculty Connection functions.

Geography Discipline Contact for Social Science Department.  I report to the administration requests for the discipline through reports and reviews to demonstrate  how we can better serve the college mission.  

Geography Discipline Contact for University Systems. I make myself available to 4 year institutions so that LCC geography can keep attune to the larger system of higher education.  

 Work Roles and Relationship Committee within Social Science for 5 term.  We worked on the current phase our department decision making as suggested by the College Work Roles and Relationship Administrative Document.

Action Representative for LCCEA.

I have not been admitted to the Curriculum Committee due to new protocol for assignment

Professional Growth

Successfully set up computer testing on TEST PILOT for two Telecourse offerings, and I am in process of transitioning my classroom sections into the same system.  This system offers a variety of mapping capabilities that are new and innovative.

Maintain an Instructor Web Page for the College

Attend University of Oregon Geography Seminars to keep up with current academic issues. .

I have visited Geography Departments and Faculty from UO, PSU, PCC, and Southern Oregon University to keep in touch with compatible programs and teaching methods. OSU visit is outstanding.

Participant in Lane County Geographical Society functions.

I continue to work on a Sabbatical; proposal concerning Geography of Central America.  I would like to revitalize the course on Geography of Mexico and Central America and become more proficient in Spanish.  

Community Service

Presentation of Geography Careers,  Junction City Middle School, SP 01.

Presentations in Geography at Harris Elementary W 01 and Edison Elementary F 01

SYLLABI
Cultural Geography

World Regional Geography ( classroom)

World Regional Geography (Telecourse)

Geography of Pacific Asia

Geography of Oregon

Geography of Mexico and Central America

Assessment Techniques

World Regional Geography 


Exam


Journal Assessment


Study Guide

Cultural Geography 

Population Pyramid Exercise

Ethnicity Paper 


Exam
