To me it is no coincidence that the readings that we are proclaiming today in our Latin Rite parishes of the Diocese of Providence include the following two passages as we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Easter today.
From Acts we read:  (Acts 13:14)
Paul and Barnabas continued on from Perga
and reached Antioch in Pisidia.
On the sabbath they entered the synagogue and took their seats.
Many Jews and worshipers who were converts to Judaism
followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them
and urged them to remain faithful to the grace of God.
************************************

And from Book of Revelation we read: (Rev 7:9)
I, John, had a vision of a great multitude,
which no one could count,
from every nation, race, people, and tongue.
They stood before the throne and before the Lamb,
wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands.

************************************
I am now the Deacon at St. Barnabas Church in Portsmouth, and we love to read about St. Barnabas and how he accompanied St. Paul as the Church in Antioch, Persia, Macedonia, and Syria was formed and nurtured.  These are our roots yours and mine in our Church.
Fr. Joseph, Fr. Imad, Arch Deacon Yany and Violet, and all of the wonderful people here at St. Basil The Great… you possess a beautiful legacy and tradition and we are so honored to be one with each other in our Diocese of Providence.

You have the great honor of having the first permanent married deacon in the Melkite Church of the United States and also the first permanent deacon in the Diocese of Providence.  And in addition, together we share the honor of having our very own Arch-Deacon in our shared diocese.
Many of you may not know this, but Deacon George was one of the first trainers of our class of Latin Rite Deacons when the permanent diaconate was re-vitalized after Vatican II in the Latin Rite, and he has participated with all of us brother deacons in many events.

I am a member of the last class of deacons.  21 of us were just ordained at the Cathedral of Sts. Peter & Paul in Providence on February 2nd, and not only did we have the honor of the presence of Deacon George, he and Violet also spent many hours with our class during one of our training retreats teaching us about the Eastern Rite and all the elements of the history and beautiful liturgies and traditions.

We have come here to St. Basil’s a few times and each time we find a nurturing and welcoming congregation and we feel very much at home with all of you.

Deacon George and I have developed a special friendship.  Yes we are both deacons but we are also scouts and Knights of Columbus, and I know I speak for all of my deacon brothers as I offer my congratulations and prayers for Archdeacon George Yany and Violet on the occasion of his 40th anniversary of Ordination.  

May God bless you and all the people you serve and give you His abundant grace.

Christ has risen!, R: He is truly risen!     Christos Anesti!, R: Alithos Anesti!
