***********************************Journal #1

Patriots - The Vietnam War Remembered From All Sides by Christian Appy

In this powerful book of stories of participants in the Vietnam War, you will write on a number of topics.

Week 1 - 2 parts required

First, tell me a bit about yourself. Why are you taking this particular course? What is your relationship, if any, to the Vietnam conflict? Before you even begin this course, are you aware of any lessons that Americans should have learned from this conflict? Do we have similar problems in contemporary society?

Second, after you complete your reading, which single story in Part 1 of the Patriots book caught your attention? Which speaker stands out? Why?

In addition, how reliable, trustworthy, believable are the speakers you've read so far in Part One? After all, unlike you or me, THEY WERE THERE, at that specific point in time. Does that give them more or less credibility? Are they objective and factual or do they suffer from too much subjectivity, too much time having passed, too much forgotten?

You have until the deadline to complete this entry.

***********************************Journal #2

Patriots - The Vietnam War Remembered From All Sides by Christian Appy

Week 3

In Part 2, the stories get a bit longer than in part one. They also get a bit more "official", with stories by official participants, such as journalists, governmental officials, and even the leader of the eventually victorious North Vietnamese Army.

As in the first section, some stories probably caught your attention more than others. Some stories probably caused you to have a greater emotional experience. Of the 14 stories you've read, you will comment on the following questions. (Do not attempt to comment on every story.)

Which story (or stories) were the most disappointing for you to read and why? You may have been disappointed with the speaker him/herself (with their attitude, for example) or disappointed by the events in their story (with the frustrating way in which they were treated or in the negative situations in which they had to interact with others). Start your journal entry with this negative, critical point of view first.

In the second part of your writing, address any positive lesson(s) you may have learned from one or more of these accounts. Is there any "hope", "light at the end of the tunnel", or "potential for good" that comes out of any of these stories?

Note: I am not forcing you to find good where you might believe none exists, but if you've read the accounts carefully and analytically, you will probably will find something positive. If you are completely pessimistic about every account, which I will allow, you will need to justify that position. You can do this by pointing out something which may be perceived as positive... say Le Lieu Browne's positive view of Madame Ngo as a role model for women, and find fault with it.

You have until the deadline to complete this entry. 

***********************************Journal #3

In Christian Appy's book Patriots, Part Three: Escalations, is 185 pages, the longest section of the book.

In this, perhaps your most "creative" journal assignment, you will need to develop a theme or common thread that emerged as you read these documents, and you will write about it, explaining it to me. This must be your own theme. (Do not use "Escalations", Appy's title of Part Three, as your theme.) Your theme will be much smaller, more personal, and unique to you.

To support and explain your theme, you will choose three separate accounts (no more, no less), from three separate sections (see below), including at least one Vietnamese author/perspective. As you can imagine, there is no right or wrong answer. All students will have their own themes and choose their own unique documents.

You will be graded on how you illustrate that the authors of these three separate accounts relate to and support your chosen theme.

Because of the "creative" nature of this assignment, I understand if there might be some questions. If you are unsure of your theme, feel free to Moodle message me with one or more of your theme ideas and I'll let you know if you are on the right track. For that matter, feel free to message your ideas with any of your classmates that you've come to know this term by class interactions/forums.

Below is a list of sections in Part Three: Escalation. Be sure that no two of your three stories come from the same section.

Trails to War

You Want Me To Start World War III

Central Highlands

From Civil Rights to Antiwar

The Ultimate Protest

Free-Fire Zone

Triage

Morale Boosters

Air War

Prisoners of War

Cameras, Books, and Guns

Antiwar Escalations

They Slept at Our House

***********************************Journal #4

In Christian Appy's book Patriots, Part Four is called The Turning Point, and Part Five is called Endings.

This will be your most "personal" journal assignment. You are only allowed to choose a single reading/speaker from each section.

To you, which story in Part Four is the best example of "the turning point" in the war? Which account in Part Five is the best example of the "ending" of the war, to you?

While there is no single or correct "choice" of stories to be successful in this assignment, you will have to "prove" to me why your two choices are the best examples of a "turning point" and an "ending". In order to do this well, you must truly understand what was happening during the Vietnam War at that time, and that understanding must come across in your writing.

Including related information from your Herring textbook and the videos always helps students to make their cases/choices more convincing. wink

