Chapter 2 Our Offspring

Nation Building in South Vietnam, 1954-1961

JFK tapped the wellsprings of American idealism – a crusade

TF  T

The United States, especially the National Security Council (NSC) had warned that Geneva had been a disaster.  Although this happened under Republican Eisenhower, JFK believed it when he became president in 1961.

MC

The CIA, headed in Saigon by Colonel Edward Lansdale used clandestined methods to undermind the infant Vietminh regime, including all except:

Infiltration across the DMZ by paramilitary troops to commit sabotage

Attempts to destroy the government’s printing presses

Demobilizing and disrupting the transportation system by contaminating bus engines

Carrying out “psywar” operations, which included distributing fake leaflets predicting harsh times under the new government in the North

TF T

Sec of State John Foster Dulles created the SEATO (Southeast Asian Treaty Organization) as a Nato-like organization to deter Communist aggression in the region.  He also believed it gave the United States a legal basis for intervention in Indochina, something which was officially prevented in the Geneva agreement.

TF T

The Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations both violated the spirit, and sometimes the letter of the Geneva Accords after 1954.

TF F

It would be more true to say that historian George Herring’s account of the Ho Chi Minh as the best-known nationalist leader in all of Vietnam, and his depiction of a chaotic South Vietnam with the government of Ngo Dinh Diem lacking the broad support of the people, especially the peasants, more closely resembles the point of view of creators of the Accuracy in Media video clip, rather than the creators of the PBS documentary.

TF F

Even in 1954, official national intelligence reports estimated chances of establishing a stable government in South Vietnam were “poor”, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) argued that it would be “hopeless” to Communists in North Vietnam to build an army without a “reasonably strong, stable civil government in control.”

TF F

Foreign policy successes in Iran and Guatemala (topling unfriendly governments) led President Eisenhower to believe that the United States could achieve the same success in Vietnam as well.  Therefore, Eisenhower opposed his Secretary of State John Foster Dulles in his view that the United States should withdraw and abandon South Vietnam.

TF F

Both France and the United States agreed to support Ngo Dinh Diem and that he was the best choice for leader of South Vietnam following the Geneva Agreements of 1954

MC

Which term was used to describe the exodus of nearly 900,000 refugees, most of them Catholics, from North to South Vietnam in 1954?

Deer Mission

Passage to Freedom

Battle of Ap Bac

Operation Rolling Thunder

La mission civilistrace

TF F

After successfully defending his administration in the sect crisis of 1955, Diem quickly consolidated his power.  With assurance of American support, voters in South Vietnam overwhelmingly supported Diem, who secured 98.2% of the votes cast in South Vietnam’s first legitimate free elections following the Geneva Agreements.  This made Diem confident in defeating Ho Chi Minh in the upcoming 1956 unifying election.

MC

The Military Assistance and Advisory Group (MAAG) in Saigon attempted to build a South Vietnamese Army, but ran in obstacles, including all of the following EXCEPT:

The Vietnamese army, inherited from France, was poorly organized, trained, and equipped

Suffered from low morale

Lacked a national spirit

Was deficient in trained officers, engineers, and artillerymen

American advisors had to bridge language and cultural gaps

TF T

U.S. aid did little to promote economic development or improve conditions in the villages where more than 90% of South Vietnam’s population lived.   Moreover, the commercial-import program was enormously wasteful and actually did more to hamper the successful implementation of a financial program in Vietnam in the 1950’s.  It fostered dependancy rather than laying a foundation for genuine independence.

MC

Which of the following is NOT a part of the governing concept of “personalism” as practiced by Ngo Dinh Diem having absolute state power in South Vietnam?

Distrust of popular rule

Belief that a small elite was responsible for defining the general welfare

Whatever bogus answer here

TF T

To the United States, Diem’s vigorous anticommunism more than conpensated for his shortcomings.

TF T

Herring states that there are two origins of the insurgency against Ngo Dinh Diem that swept through South Vietnam.  One focuses on the aggression from and determination of North Vietnam to impose communism on the South.  The other is that the revolution sprang up in response to Diem’s oppressiveness and grew in strength without significant support or direction from the north.  Herring concludes that the truth is probably far more complex than either of these extremes.

TF  F

The communist leader in the North experienced few differences when enacting their two goals: building socialism in the north and carrying out the revolution in the south.

TF T

Herring writes that there is evidence that between 3,000 and 15,000 Vietnamese people may have been executed by Ho Chi Minh’s Hanoi government in North Vietnam during the 1950’s.  He also states that more than 2,000 suspected communists were executed by Diem’s government in the south.

MC

What group was founded at the direction of communist leaders in Hanoi in December, 1960 which formally approved the shift to armed struggle and the liberation of the south?

National Liberation Front (NLF)

Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN)

Buddhist-Catholic Communist League

Vietcong (VC)

The Ho Chi Minh Trail Brigade

Chapter 3 – Limited Partnership

Kennedy and Diem, 1961-1963

VOCAB

Sino-Soviet split – expose the myth of monolithic Communism

Kennedy's New Frontiersman – take initiative, believed that no problem was without solution, self-confident to the point of arrogance

Put all below into TF question

Narrow election victory – sensitive to Republican charges of weakness or appeasement

“flexible response”

Vietnam most tragic accident of global activism of Kennedy era

TF  T

According to Herring, Kennedy was less willing than Truman or Eisenhower to permit the fall of Vietnam to communism.

TF T

During Kennedy's administration, the covert war in Vietnam continued, with operations crossing the 17th parallel, and added a “secret war” in Laos, involving the CIA and the Hmong tribespeople.

MC

Just as the communist takeover in Cuba by Fidel Castro disrupted the foreign policy of the Eisenhower administration, what event disrupted the foreign policy of the Kennedy administration and continued to lead U.S. leaders to fear the global communist threat?

Khruschev's building of a concrete and steel wall in Berlin, separating democratic and communist zones

The shooting down of a U-2 spy plane over Russia and the capture of the American pilot Francis Gary Powers

The fall of China to Mao Zedong's communist forces, who defeated Chiang Kai-shek's nationalist forces

The rise in power of the Republican nominee Barry Goldwater for the upcoming presidential election.

TF F

Although President Kennedy firmly resisted any proposal to send American combat troops to Vietnam, he still refused, primarily for political reasons, to abandon the struggle.  The number of  advisors tripled from 1961 to 1962 and the Kennedy administration went to considerable lengths to deceive the American public.  Not only did they refuse to divulge the numbers of advisors, but also the fact that many were actively engaged in combat.

TF F

In South Vietnam, the agroville program of the 1950's was essentially the same as the strategic hamlet program of the 1960's.  Both were directed at helping the peasants, but both actually made the situation worse because they ended up relocating people away from their sacred and ancestral lands. 

TF T

Popular myth states that if John F. Kennedy had not been assassinated in 1963, and if he had won the presidential election of 1964, that he would have extricated the U.S. from Vietnam.  Historian George Herring states that there is not “a shred of evidence to support the notion”.  Moreover, even if there was a secret plan, he chastises Kennedy's leadership for putting re-election politics before the welfare of American soldiers

MC

In 1963, tensions between communist China and the Soviet Union became openly hostile, which started to relax some Cold War tensions, but what other event in that year led to new, greater problems in Vietnam.

The failure of Diem's Strategic Hamlet program

Madam Nhu's comments regarding American student war protesters

The self immolation of Buddhist monk Thich Quang Duc

South Vietnamese government crackdown on protesters in Hue

The landing of American combat forces in Pleiku

The assassination of President John F. Kennedy in Dallas, Texas

TF T

Following the coup of Ngo Dinh Diem, it is clear from the text that John Kennedy left to his successor Lyndon Johnson, a much more dangerous problem than he had inherited from Dwight Eisenhower.

Chapter 4 – Enough, but Not Too Much

Johnson's Decisions for War, 1963-1965

MC

Johnson personalized the struggle in Vietnam.  Which of the following items related to this is not true?

He viewed the crisis in Vietnam as a test of his strength and personal prestige.

He viewed the crisis in Vietnam as a test of his authority as President of the United States.

He viewed the crisis in Vietnam as a test of his leadership of the Free World.

He viewed the crisis in Vietnam as a test of his manhood.

All of these answer are true.

TF T

Lyndon Johnson had considerable domestic accomplishments, but in the area of foreign policy, he was profoundly insecure.   As a result, he retained and relied heavily on Kennedy's advisors.  Knowing what you read about the conflict in the Herring text, it is safe to say that this reliance on these particular advisors was a problem that came to harm his presidential decision-making from 1963-1969.

MC

The importance of the Cold War mindset in the 1960's cannot be underestimated.  It put a premium on toughness and viewed compromise as weakness, and retreat as a sign of cowardice.  All of the following statements are indicative of this mindset EXCEPT

A firm stand in Vietnam would discourage any Soviet tendencies to support further exploits; moreover, it might even lead to a more peaceful coexistence.

It was important to contain the more aggressive and reckless Chinese, who had actually sent troops into North Korea on the communists behalf during the Korean War.

Policymakers believed that the way the United States stood up to communist provocations in Vietnam would have profound consequences everywhere.

Turbulent changes and leftist revolutions in the Third World would see the resolve of the United States in Vietnam and be less inclined to proceed.

MC

Although the events surrounding the Gulf of Tonkin incident are problematic, President Johnson's handling of the event, from a domestic political standpoint, was “masterly”.  All of the following fact attest to that fact EXCEPT

Johnson's firm but restrained response to the alleged North Vietnamese attacks won broad popular support and saw his approval rating soar up from 42 to 72 percent.

Johnson effectively neutralized any “soft on communism” criticism from his Republican political rival in the 1964 election, Barry Goldwater.

The resulting first Congressional debate on Vietnam brought Johnson near unanimous endorsement of the president's policies.

Johnson was easily able to get congressional, military, and public approval for his decision to implement Operation Rolling Thunder

TF T

Many historians now agree that between 1964 and 1965 was a dramatic period in the escalation of the Vietnam War.  President Johnson altered the U.S. commitment to the war by initiating regular bombing of North Vietnam and by sending the first U.S. ground combat troops to South Vietnam.

MC

When General William Westmoreland requested two marine landing teams to protect the air base at Da Nang in 1965, many question arose.   All of the following questions arose, EXCEPT

Had American combat forces been adequately trained for guerilla warfare in the Asian jungles?

Would the introduction of such forces encourage the ARVN to pass military responsibility to the United States?

Would the introduction of even small numbers of U.S. combat troops, which had been avoided since the beginning of the Indochina wars, be the start of an inevitable troop escalation?

Would the United States have to commit air power and bombing raids to Vietnam in order to protect American troops stationed there?

D

MC

The Johnson administration took the nation to war in Vietnam with secrecy, deceit, and obfuscation.  Which of the following is NOT true?

Operation Rolling Thunder was publicly justified as a response to the NLF attack on Pleiku and other North Vietnamese “aggressions” rather than an attempt to halt the military and political deterioration in South Vietnam.

The administration never publicly acknowledged the shift from military “reprisals” to “sustained pressures”.

The sending of ground troops was explained solely in terms of protecting U.S. military bases, even as American troops were undertaking offensive “seek and destroy” missions.

TF F

President Johnson's domestic proposals for civil rights, medicare, and a a host of other items was called the Great Society.  His foreign policy was largely devoted to Vietnam.  It is clear from the text that decisions made in one of these two realms had little bearing on the decisions made in  the other.

TF T

The limited success of strategic bombing in WWII and Korea should have raised serious questions about its use in Vietnam.  But the traditionalists in the JCS and among the presidential advisors in the 1960's pursued this policy anyway.  Even in the 2000's, with victory declared after the aerial bombardment of Iraq, ground troops were needed, and continue to be used to secure the area on the ground.  The question remains, can a war be truly won with air power alone, without the sacrifice of the lives of ground soldiers?

TF F

The American air bombing campaigns in Vietnam were specifically directed against civilian populations.

TF T

China and Russian soldiers and personnel took an active part in the Vietnam War against the United States.  American soldiers died at the hands of these communist countries which were also breaking the terms of the Geneva Accords of 1954.  According to historians, this aid played a crucial, perhaps even decisive, role in the outcome of the war.

TF

The infiltration of communist soldiers from North Vietnam to South Vietnam actually increased at the same time that the bombing of the north by the United States grew heavier and more destructive.

MC

All of the following are true of the aerial bombing war in Vietnam, EXCEPT

It cost the U.S. Almost 10 times the amount of money in bombing to exact one dollar of damage inflicted on North Vietnam.

The bombing of a Third World country by a more powerful nation gave Ho Chi Minh an effective propaganda advantage that they exploited throughout the war.

The presumed psychological impact of the bombing of North Vietnam did not destroy Hanoi's determination to prevail.

From the United States point of view, the bombing campaign did not achieve its goals.

Because Vietnam was such a rural country, the bombing actually did not inflict extensive damage on the industrial capacity and infrastructure of North Vietnam.

D

MC

Which of the following did the North Vietnamese leadership consider to be their enemy's most vulnerable points?

South Vietnamese government

South Vietnamese army

American public opinion

All of these were considered the must vulnerable points

TF T

Without the strong performance of American troops from 1965 to 1967, in operations such as Cedar Falls, most historians agree that South Vietnam would have been defeated at that time, rather than ten years later, in 1975, when it was finally defeated.  Even with highly padded estimates, the United States inflicted huge losses on the enemy, and these large figures led the American military command to conclude that it was indeed winning the war.

TF F

Hawks were largely right-wing Republicans and conservative Democrats, who viewed the struggle in Vietnam as an essential element in the global struggle with communism.  Doves were an extremely heterogeneous and fractious group who opposed the war for a large variety of reasons.  Of the two, the doves were the larger percentage of the American population.

TF T

Concerning the hawks and the doves, it seems that early in his administration, President Johnson feared the hawks.  As time went on and people began to protest the war, Johnson clearly believed and stated to his advisors that “The major threat we have is from the doves.”

