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Jordan Nygren
Jordan Nygren  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 09:00 PM

My name is Jordan Nygren. I am starting my second year at Lane and I'm still not sure what I want to do. But hopefully after this year i will have a better idea. I have always liked History classes and this course sounded interesting. I don't really have a personal relationship to the conflict. The closest thing would be that my dad was in the Army Reserves at the time, but he was never called to duty.

Things that should have been learned from the Vietnam conflict would be that even though the U.S is one of the strongest military forces in the world, all that power means nothing in gorilla warfare if you don't have the proper training or knoledge of your enemy. Another would be not to underestimate the opposing military's ability to defend themselves. Even though the N. Vietnamese didn't have some of the same technological advances that the U.S did, they made up for it with the ability to use the surrounding terrain to their advantage. Which is the reason for the conflict lasting as long as it did.

A example of a similar problem today would be the war in Iraq. Although the beginnings of this conflict are different than that of Vietnam, the way it has played out has been along the same lines. There are many reasons that I personally think have lead to the Iraqi conflict being drawn out for as long as it has, whether those would be true or not i don't know. But here are some common aspects. Like in Vietnam, the U.S has had trouble containing the enemy and keeping peace in some areas. The ability of the enemy in both conflicts to use what we would consider primitive or obsolete weapons, gorilla tactics and being able to blend in with civilians has posed, and is still posing, a problem for U.S troops.

After reading part one of Patriots I think that the story of Tran Thi Gung was the one that most caught my eye. After the death of her father she decided to follow his path. She joined the fighting at a very young age. Even though she was young she proved to be a excellent fighter, and received many awards and accolades. She also showed a lot of courage in the war, at one point even having a "funeral mass for the living" before doing reconnaissance of Trung Hoa. One of the main things that caught my eye was that she felt no shame for the killing that she did. All she was doing was trying to protect her country and her people. I would hope that if I was in the same situation that i would show the same courage that she did.

One of the speakers that stood out to was George Watkins. I think that I felt the most compassion for him, not just because of his injuries but because he was put into a situation that was a no win for him. Going from a engineer battalion to the infantry is quite a jump. Another thing that struck me was that he was self conscious of the way he spoke. That made him seem more like a real person to me.

Robert Silva
Robert Silva  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 08:59 PM

I became aware of this class through another student that had suggested it in my U.S. history class that I had taken this summer. I used to be a huge history and social studies fan when I was in high school. The subject of history has always intrigued me and i have sought out all the information that I could to become informed about the past. I have always been interested in the Vietnam War because it affected some of the people I know in profound ways. One of my great friend's father was a participant in Vietnam. To this day he never really explains his experience to his son, this indicates to me an experience that involves a lot of emotion that he rather not relive. I believe the U.S. should have learned a great deal in terms of policy decisions from the Vietnam War. The use of force to preserve ideals and our interests seem to be themes that we revisit more often than not. The treatment of the soldiers that returned home from the war also should have helped our Government to be able to handle the subsequent veterans for future conflicts, it seems in this day in time we still don't provide the necessary care or options. I believe there are many parallels with the Vietnam era and contemporary times that we as educated citizens should pay attention to. The loss of life on both sides of the wars and the organizational skills of the administrations seem to be similar. If we are supposed to learn from the past and not make the same mistakes, then why do we overlook the total costs of war before we make such huge decisions to enter conflicts.

The accounts in the first chapter were very interesting and I decided to choose the account of the other side's soldier. Tran Thi Gung. I thought her account was unique because she was a female soldier that started out really young and was determined at first for revenge. This turned into resentment for the "puppet" government that had executed her father and was trying to run her homeland. Not for the benefits of the Vietnamese people, but for the benefit of other countries, namely the United States. Her retelling of stories about her numerous kills was interesting because she says that the "American errand boys" were using conventional tactics in a different kind of warfare. The woman sounds like she was ruthless in the carnage that she bestowed upon our troops. In closing she says a very intriguing statement, "Wouldn't you shoot me if you saw me holding a weapon and pointing it at you?" She showed no guilt because she believes she was justified because war has necessary costs and death is one of them. I think she is a reliable source and has an enormous amount of credibility, because she seems to remember that time in her life vividly and she really shows no remorse when speaking of the acts she performed during the war. I think she has objective and concise accounts of that time in her life experience and it was very interesting to hear her side of the story.

Jesse Smith-Gillespie
Jesse Smith-Gillespie  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 08:50 PM

Journal entry 1

Prof. Escobar, you presumable already know my name but for the sake of being thorough, my name is Jesse Robert Smith-Gillespie. I'm a 23-year-old flight student who is having eye issues so I am currently re-kindling my love of history. The interesting thing about my current situation is that I no longer feel the security of knowing what exactly my path in life will be. I could go anywhere do anything. Of course this was always the case, but my point is this, by having a certain feeling of "security in my future" yanked away I hope that I can better relate to some of the stories of uncertainty and pain that we will surely encounter in the texts.

I am taking this course to gain a better understanding of "America's Longest War". I always thought that military history was the most fascinating form of prophecy. I think that there are things about the Vietnam conflict that have resurfaced in today's age. My understanding of this war is limited at best but I will say this. I believe that no war our country has ever fought has had a greater impact on the consciousness of Americans. I want to understand all of the flash points that make this such a fascinating era. I have not begun the reading but I will say that there are many lessons America learned during this war and I believe the greatest one being that we are not invincible! I wish this were an "in class-class" because I would love to listen to some lectures about this very topic.

After completing my reading I can say that all of the stories were very interesting but perhaps the most intriguing one was the story about Jo Collins entitled "Where is Vietnam?" The story stood out to me because of the interesting parallels it has with the War in Iraq. Her not knowing where Vietnam was and thinking it was in Europe makes me think of how most Americans are not affected by the war and don’t really think much about it on a day to day basis. I think the saying goes a little like this “America is not at war, the Military is, America is at the Mall” I don’t have any idea where I heard this but I think it does a good job of showing just how disconnected the general public is from the war. The bunny says “Nobody wants to go to war, but if our men are directly involved, how can we not be behind them, right, wrong, or indifferent?” It was this line right here that ended up being the deciding factor in choosing a story to write about. It sets up so perfectly any number of debates about the morality of war and whether or not we should have been in Vietnam.

I believe that the reliability of the parties we have read about is most likely high. They were there, but they could write anything. Anyone could write anything. I was not alive during this conflict so I would put more faith in a story about events unfolding then the historic picture painted by a few historians. On the contrary there is something to be said for the filtering of information away from the emotion of combat. All and all I think these stories serve the important role of informing us about the human element of Vietnam even if the accuracy may not be as thoroughly vetted.

Jonathan Wheeler
Jonathan Wheeler  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 08:41 PM

I have always enjoyed history, specificly military history. I have always found the past very interesting, which is maybe why I could be called an old soul. I still listen to Frank Sinatra and the Beach boys. I also read books by Robert Louis Stevenson to Alexandre Dumas. I will also watch many movies by John Wayne or Gene Autry. So, yea, I guess I could be called an old soul. Exept for the fact that I never lived during any of those times.

 The Vietnam War has been one of many topics that I have enjoyed studying about. Eventhough this conflict happened 40 or so years ago we can still learn from it. Mostly from mistakes made, but also how to improve good things. For example, the Vietnam War was known as a playground/learning ground for special operations, specificly Green Berets. This conflict helped them grow and mature into a smart fighting force. We also learned that giving one man too much power all at once is not exactly a genious idea. If one man is calling most of the shots then we are heading down a road of disaster.

In todays conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan many lessons learned in Vietnam can or will become of some importance. Just like in the Vietnam war, America is in somewhat of the same type of conflict. An insurgency where it is hard to tell friend from foe. Where inteligence comes from ground up.

P.S.

Mr. Escobar, I have not been able to pick up the text yet as you can see from my short journal entry. I wanted to turn in something instead of nothing so I could show you that I do want to take this class. I will pick up the text and videos this week and will make up for this journal entry with next weeks.

Journal #1

Amanda Wilcox

Vietnam History

Oct. 4, 2008

Journal 1: The importance of comparative experiences and sources.

Part 1

As students and citizens we should try to seek out multiple sources and opinions to help us decide for ourselves what lessons can be learned from history.

I am interested in this class because I am married to a Vietnam Veteran and we also sponsor a POW from the Vietnam War (a former Medic) on our rural property. What I have noticed between the two men, both of whom suffer from Post Traumatic Stress from their war time experiences and their inability to fit back into society during peace time...is the fundamental way they both re-live trauma even now that they are both over 60 years of age.

I suppose this is a natural reaction for anyone who has had to live with military people or authority figures shooting at them, deceiving them, or conditioning them. And Ifelt is was important to understand the paths that they had taken so I can be more effective in helping them and others who return from a combat zone with compassion, or help others choose an alternative to military service.

In the years since I was born (1957), the years of ultra conservatism in the 1950's and early 1960's seemed to have been a time when people were trying to change things in the U.S. and it was a time of great upheaval.

I recall watching the news and the peace marches, the police brutality against old ladies, mothers and sisters of Vietnam draftees, and how the body bags of dead young soldiers arrived at the airports daily here in the U.S. I also remember that the ratio of 1 in 10 dead from the average high school youth... young men who turned 18 that were drafted into the Vietnam War. Almost no one escaped the social pressure of the legal pressure to go into the military. Men who disfigured themselves by shooting their foot or hand in order to get out of the military were imprisoned for destroying government property.

We also had the news reporting about the Watts Riots in LA in 1965 following the Equal Rights marches of Martin Luther King Jr., and also the Race Riots in Detroit two years later. People were extremely afraid of blacks after that, and later they feared crazed hippies.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King,_Jr. “A Baptist minister, King became a civil rights activist early in his career. He led the Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955–6) and helped found the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (1957), serving as its first president. His efforts led to the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, where King delivered his “I Have a Dream” speech. There, he raised public consciousness of the civil rights movement and established himself as one of the greatest orators in U.S. history. In 1964, King became the youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his work to end racial segregation and racial discrimination through civil disobedience and other non-violent means. By the time of his death in 1968, he had refocused his efforts on ending poverty and opposing the Vietnam War, both from a religious perspective.”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watts_Riots "The term Watts Riots refers to a large-scale race riot which lasted six days in the Watts neighborhood of Los Angeles, California, in August 1965. By the time the riot subsided, 34 people had been killed, 1,032 injured, and 3,952 arrested. It would stand as the worst riot in Los Angeles history until eclipsed by the Los Angeles riots of 1992."

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/12th_Street_Riot "The 12th Street Riot was a civil disturbance in Detroit that began in the early morning hours of Sunday, July 23, 1967. Vice squad officers executed a raid at a blind pig, or speakeasy, on the corner of 12th Street and Clairmount on the city's near westside. The confrontation with the patrons there evolved into one of the deadliest and most destructive riots in modern U.S. history, lasting five days and far surpassing the 1943 riot the city endured. Before the end, the state and federal governments, under order of then President Lyndon B. Johnson, sent in National Guard and United States Army troops. The result was forty-three dead, 467 injured, over 7,200 arrests and more than 2,000 buildings burned down. The scope of the riot was eclipsed in scale only by the 1992 Los Angeles riots."

The Vietnam War was the first time that TV broadcast live everyday from the combat zones into the living rooms of Americans who had up until now had not seen combat on their own soil since the civil war. Veterans from WWII and Korea were still recovering and having their own problems fitting back into family life and holding jobs. Everyone in America watched the Vietnam War from their TV... everyday... for many years. People got mad about it. Mothers began to protest it. Students at colleges and Universities began to protest it. Hippies were originally the intellectuals and artisans. They who protested it.

It was a time of great fear about the Russians mounting a nuclear missile strike against the US from Cuba in the early 1960s and my elementary (closest school to Lockheed airport where they developed military planes) having drop drills every week for many years, in case of a bomb strike in LA. There was an ugly racial bigotry and class distinctions in the US between white middle class and the blacks, Mexican-Americans and Japanese-Americans in those days. The equal rights marches were frightening to white people (except my liberal parents) and there was a real sense of fear of a communist threat from Russia, and the Cuba missile crisis.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Missile_Crisis "The climax period of the crisis began on October 8, 1962. Later on October 14th, United States reconnaissance photographs taken by an American U-2 spy plane revealed missile bases being built in Cuba. The crisis ended two weeks later on October 28, 1962, when President of the United States John F. Kennedy and United Nations Secretary-General U Thant reached an agreement with the Soviets to dismantle the missiles in Cuba in exchange for a no invasion agreement and a secret removal of the Jupiter and Thor missiles in Turkey."

I have read several entries in the Patriots book and a few chapters in the Longest War. What strikes me in the Patriots book as being fresh information is the way people describe how they feel about not being able to get their ideas across to the other people they are working with to make administrative or military decisions. There seems to be a lot of frustration over key decisions and accountability.

In the late 1960's the US had developed two submarines to serve as spy ships to listen into communications of communist countries. After loosing one of the two spy ships in an attack by Israel , we found our second spy ship under siege by Korea in 1968. My husband was stationed on the aircraft carrier that was assigned to respond if the negotiations went badly with Korea, to retrieve the USS Pueblo. One soldier died on that mission, a young man from Oregon.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pueblo_(AGER-2) "USS Pueblo (AGER-2) is a Banner-class technical research ship (Navy intelligence) which was boarded and captured by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea) on 23 January 1968 in what is known as the Pueblo incident or alternatively as the Pueblo crisis or Pueblo affair.

North Korea stated that she strayed into their territorial waters, but the United States maintains that the vessel was in international waters at the time of the incident. More recently, facts have come to light that indicate that USS Pueblo was captured by North Korea at the instigation of the Soviet Union, which was seeking a cryptographic machine onboard to match with a key provided to the Soviets by the spy John Walker.[1]"

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Liberty_incident "The USS Liberty incident was an attack on a neutral U.S. Navy technical research ship, USS Liberty, by Israeli jet fighter planes and motor torpedo boats on June 8, 1967, during the Six-Day War. The combined air and sea attack killed 34 and wounded more than 170 crew members, and damaged the ship severely. The ship was in international waters north of the Sinai Peninsula, about 25.5 nautical miles northwest from the city of Arish.[1]

Shortly after the attack ended, Israel informed the U.S. that its forces had attacked the Liberty in error. An Israeli Inquiry Commission composed of one person, Colonel Ram Ron, concluded that the attack was caused by a chain of mistakes by Israel Defense Force (IDF) personnel.[2](p.9) The IDF, in its History Report about the attack, says it asked the United States to inform them of any U.S. ships in the area but was not told of the Liberty's presence.[3](p.22) The IDF air and naval forces, respectively, misidentified the Liberty as an unknown destroyer and the Egyptian cargo ship El Quseir.[3](p.15) Supporters of Israel's explanation say that no credible motive existed for Israel to initiate a surprise attack against an important ally and the possibility of such mistakes were inherent in the tense atmosphere of the Six-Day War. The United States government was concerned about such dangers and ordered the Liberty further away from shore but the order was not received in time due to a series of communication failures.[4] In the IDF's History Report about the attack, it points out that that "though the attack on the armed forces of a friendly nation is a most regrettable and painful occurrence, incidents of this kind do occur in war-time."[3](p.38).

Other sources claim that the attack was premeditated. They note that various aircraft, apparently Israeli, flew over Liberty at regular intervals—some at low altitudes—before the attack; and that Liberty was about twice as large as El Quseir, designated with Latin rather than Arabic letters, displaying the US flag, and differently configured. Proponents include the surviving Liberty crewmen, [5] and some former U.S. government officials, including then-CIA director Richard Helms and then-Secretary of State Dean Rusk as well as Admiral Thomas Hinman Moorer, former Chief of Naval Operations and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Johnson administration did not publicly dispute Israel's claim that the attack had been nothing more than a disastrous mistake, but internal White House documents obtained from the Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library show that the Israelis' explanation of how the mistake had occurred was not believed[6]"

This following site offers some perspective on events at home throughout the war.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opposition_to_the_Vietnam_War

Part 2

My previous informal journal entry was posted from the library on campus, and I tried to address the questions relating to my background. For many younger students who are not familiar with the Vietnam era, I wanted to give a little background as to the times I grew up in. I was in elementary school when the war was being waged overseas and the news media did their very best to show the military build-up, excessive military contracts and spending and the deaths and injuries to many young men who were drafted into a war overseas.

The news has changed since the Vietnam War, and they no longer report directly from battlefields. The Vietnam War was the first time in history that civilians witnessed the daily suffering of war while not being engaged directly in the conflict at home. On live Television, no less. These broadcasts shaped the way Americans began to feel about these foreign policies and our engagement in Frances colonial rule problems, and our fears about communism.

The news media helped to bridge America’s disconnectedness with the trauma that grandfathers, fathers and brothers were experiencing form previous wars and the War in Vietnam, and also for the women who served in the military. There was a lot of fear in the 1960’s about being bombed with nukes from Russia or Cuba or Korea. A lot of people back then worked at factory jobs that supported the military and the Space Race, and people were not allowed to talk about their work. Home life was sort of like another world.

It is important to remember that there are still people who work very hard for little pay to get the news facts as they are able to receive them from authorities in office and in the military, as well as servicemen and women, and common folk who suffer from wars and military actions around the world. The news media here in America may be based on corporate sponsorship, but it is important to remember that news people still respect that fact that everyday people are still a part of the formula to help make national decisions here in America. The protests of the Vietnam War not only created news, but it moved us all toward a cease fire after years of killing off many our own high school graduates, barely 18 years of age, fresh of the football field, or we found them returning home with severe social problems, emotional depression about our national policies, military actions, and illegal activities overseas.

Some Vietnam Vets dropped out and sought out drugs, the same drugs that were made readily available to them in Vietnam, as a way to numb themselves from the angst of their actions. Other vets were able to fit back into society but developed socialization problems with families and friends, and often obsessed over simple things or became violent over the smallest of problems. Even the most successful businessmen sought out counseling to address the Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, a delayed reoccurring reaction to trauma that brings back out-of-place moments from stressors like sounds from helicopters, sirens, or the need to make quick decisions, night sweats of nightmares of killings, and issues of over-medication with alcohol, and other addictive behaviors.

Nowadays the U.S. military prescribes Prozac and other medications to combat units, so they wont feel so depressed or anxious about what it is they are asked to do everyday.

In a recent in Time magazine, “America's Medicated Army”, by Mark Thompson Thursday, Jun. 05, 2008, Thompson reports that, “Repeated deployments to the war zones also contribute to the onset of mental-health problems. Nearly 30% of troops on their third deployment suffer from serious mental-health problems, a top Army psychiatrist told Congress in March. The doctor, Colonel Charles Hoge, added that recent research has shown the current 12 months between combat tours "is insufficient time" for soldiers "to reset" and recover from the stress of a combat tour before heading back to war.”

Thompson also notes, “It wasn't until November 2006 that the Pentagon set a uniform policy for all the services. But the curious thing about it was that it didn't mention the new antidepressants. Instead, it simply barred troops from taking older drugs, including "lithium, anticonvulsants and antipsychotics." The goal, a participant in crafting the policy said, was to give SSRIs a "green light" without saying so. Last July, a paper published by three military psychiatrists in Military Medicine, the independent journal of the Association of Military Surgeons of the United States, urged military doctors headed for Afghanistan and Iraq to "request a considerable quantity of the SSRI they are most comfortable prescribing" for the "treatment of new-onset depressive disorders" once in the war zones. The medications, the doctors concluded, help "to 'conserve the fighting strength,'" the motto of the Army Medical Corps.

Furthermore, “These days Ritchie — now a colonel and a psychiatric consultant to the Army surgeon general — thinks the military's use of SSRIs has helped destigmatize mental problems. "What we're trying to do is make treating depression and PTSD — especially PTSD, which is quite common for soldiers now — fairly routine," she says. "We don't want to make it harder for folks to do their job and their mission by saying they can't use these medications."

Thompson’s article also suggests that some troops are "In a Total Daze". He continues, “And yet the battlefield seems an imperfect environment for widespread prescription of these medicines. LeJeune, who spent 15 months in Iraq before returning home in May 2004, says many more troops need help — pharmaceutical or otherwise — but don't get it because of fears that it will hurt their chance for promotion. "They don't want to destroy their career or make everybody go in a convoy to pick up your prescription," says LeJeune, now 34 and living in Utah. "In the civilian world, when you have a problem, you go to the doctor, and you have therapy followed up by some medication. In Iraq, you see the doctor only once or twice, but you continue to get drugs constantly." LeJeune says the medications — combined with the war's other stressors — created unfit soldiers. "There were more than a few convoys going out in a total daze."

“About a third of soldiers in Afghanistan and Iraq say they can't see a mental-health professional when they need to. When the number of troops in Iraq surged by 30,000 last year, the number of Army mental-health workers remained the same — about 200 — making counseling and care even tougher to get. (http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1811858-2,00.html).

The reasons we as a nation engaged in this war seems to be many, especially when you read about the colonialism of France and our concerns about keeping viable markets open for crucial trade and to stave off the spread of communism in the Asian markets. But after reading the various perspectives from Patriots and the first few chapters in America’s Longest War, I have a larger perspective of the whole messy business. Have we Americans learned any lessons from this lengthy conflict? Perhaps.

But it does seem that since then, the usual powers of state choose to ignore these lessons in the same manner of ignorance, pride, jealousy, anger, greed, and desire that taints their decision-making. I feel that these things have plagued politicians and their policies since the beginning of civilization. It’s too bad that this type of ignorance is tolerated in public office. However, sometimes people do actually make some progress and elect leaders that help to curtail worse case scenarios.

Most of the writings in Patriots discuss their strong memories and feelings. The trauma of war never really lets you forget. It often spurs on the same hatred and shallowness that generates the next set of military actions against an opponent or invading regime. The people interviewed in the book express clarity and a mater-of-factness in their views. They are just people. People with a sense of survival, caring for their family and friends, and an intrinsic sense of what it was that they must do in order to live past the next moment of terror in the battlefield.

I am having a hard time picking from the several interviews. I learned a lot about the background of the war from reading Bernard Trainor’s take on the subject. General Trainor makes an interesting statement when he says, “The Marine Corps sent me to Holy Cross for college. I’ll never forget the first week of classes. I answered a question and Father Joe Curran, the Jesuit professor, said, “Why?” I’d been brought up in a world where you learned what you were supposed to do and not to question. Nobody had ever asked me why before. I credit the Jesuits for whatever intellectual progress I was able to make after that.” (Patriots, pg. 4).

What this says to me about Trainor is that he made the effort to question people’s motives. He draws some pretty strong conclusions about the leadership of the war and our country in his interview, as well observations about whom we supported in Vietnam. This final statement from Trainor shows the nature of the military command during the Vietnam War.

“In the Marine Corps we thought Westmoreland’s strategy of attrition was the dumbest thing to do. We felt the solution was to put marines or soldiers into the villages and stay there in small teams to protect the people and gain their trust, to respect their culture and generate a legitimate government that they could support. The idea was to deprive the North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong of the support they depended on. The marines tried to do this with what they called Civil Action Program. We sent small teams into various villages to live with the people and didn’t retreat during the night. It was a very successful program, but Westmoreland rejected that approach. Whether it would have worked in the long run is doubtful, though because the Saigon regime showed no inclination to improve its deportment. In the absence of decent government and protection of the people, the U.S. effort was doomed. Then your only alternative was the heavy club, which was what Westmoreland tried, and it was totally self-defeating.”

(pg. 8).

This statement could easily be taken from a Presidential debate now. The current war in Iraq and the alternate war in Afghanistan are being fought on similar terms, for similar reasons and with similar strategies. The economic situation seems to be predicated on uplifting our economy with possible military escalation and corporate contracts, not bolstering our economy with military cost cutting.

No matter how much time passes, these war-time scenarios play-out like a revival of a Mid-Summer’s Night Dream, where no one is quite sure why they feel attracted to doing things the way they are now and not quite sure what to do about these mistakes.

The credibility of each person being interviewed in the book is sterling. I feel this way because they are speaking from a perspective of humanity that has courted death and the atrocities of war. No one else can speak for them. The book allows a platform for speaking what is real for them. We cannot deny them that.

Jake Thompson
Jake Thompson  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 07:12 PM

My name is Jake, and I'm a 27-year-old full time student.  I am also a resident volunteer firefighter with the Lowell Rural Fire Protection District, and a member of the Oregon Air National Guard.  I was born and raised in Las Vegas, Nevada, but soon after graduating high school in 1999, I moved to Denver, Colorado, where I lived for the better part of 8 years.  Last October, I decided to leave the "Mile High City" for Eugene, where I would be closer to family.  I have always had a passion for learning about the past, whether it be piecing together my family tree, watching a Ken Burns documentary, or just listening to my grandpa tell me stories about the "good old days".  U.S. History was far and away my favorite class in high school, and I was especially interested in the wars of the 20th century, so when I saw this class, I figured it would definitely hold my attention.  Personally, I don't have a relationship to the Vietnam conflict, but interestingly, my high school U.S. History teacher did a tour of duty in Vietnam with the Army's air cavalry.  He was a high-energy person who taught with a lot of passion, and was very good at incorporating personal stories and experiences (especially pertaining to Vietnam) into his class lectures, which really made the class interesting and fun.  Going into this class, I only really know little more about the Vietnam conflict than a high school student would learn.  Nonetheless, I have a fairly reasonable general impression when it comes to some of the lessons America should have learned.  To get somewhat philosophical, it seems to me, that in order for one to understand where one is now, as well as where one is going in the future, one must first understand where one has been.  I really believe in the notion that history has a tendency to repeat itself, and this has been somewhat evident with the current war on terrorism.  Reading about the way many Vietnamese civilians supported and protected the VC during the war, makes me realize how difficult it would have been to know who your enemy was.  This is similar to the war going on now because the enemy hides in plain sight, and often uses the same tactics to evade U.S. forces.  Another important thing that should be remembered, is that people who truly and completely believe in the cause for which they are fighting, can never be defeated.  This was true with the Vietnamese and the sense of nationalism they fought for, and it has never been more true today, with so many terrorists willing to strap bombs to their chest in order to achieve the maximum amount of casualties possible.  Moving along, after reading the first two stories from part one, I was convinced I'd be deciding which one of them to write about because both "Commanders" had had such fascinating insight and perspective, but then I kept reading and each new story was just as good as the one before it.  By the end of part one, however, there was one story in particular that was still quite fresh in my mind, and that was from an interviewee named Tran Thi Gung.  "Ginger", is how the book states her name translates to English, and I found great irony in that fact because the seemingly casual way in which this woman described killing people, was in no way fitting for a name like Ginger.  I was taken back by the insensitivity this woman showed when talking about how easy it was to kill so many Americans at one time because of certain tactics, like the way they would flock to a wounded commerade to give immediate medical attention.  I actually got pretty angry at one point, picturing her shooting those men and then scurrying back to some hidden tunnel entrance, where she could safely disappear underground like some kind of sub-terrainian rodent.  I must admit though, when I read the last paragraph of her story, I couldn't disagree with the point she made, in which she basically said that she was fighting a foreign agressor, and would expect nothing less from an American citizen if there was a war being fought on U.S. soil.  To the question posed about how reliable the speakers are (etc.), I'd have to say that every story I've read to this point has been extremely entertaining and left me wanting more information, but just as it is impractical for me to go ask them all follow-up questions, it is equally difficult to know how trustworthy they are.  Having been there does give them a certain bias because they all had a slightly different perspective, but overall, I'd say that their stories are priceless historic artifacts that should be preserved and valued.

April Wallen
April Wallen  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 06:32 PM

Patriots Journal #1

 (Part One)

Growing up, I was always required to take the necessary history courses in order to enter next step in my education. History was never a big interest of mine until I reached college; that was the moment when I realized how important politics were, how important it was for me and my generation to be knowledgeable about our government, and just how important it is to know our nations history. It wasn’t until college where I realized how little I knew about our nations’ detailed history, it wasn’t until college where I began to acknowledge and respect United States history.

 I must admit, up until recent years, I knew very little about the Vietnam War. My grandfather had been in the Air Force, but fought in WWII and the Korean Wars. I have never had any direct link to the Vietnam War, only the stories I’ve heard over the years. Sadly, besides the war stories, I only knew the major facts: the Viet Cong were called “Charlie,” the war lasted eleven years, and it was one of the bloodiest foreign wars in U.S. history.

Upon taking this course, I hope to obtain an immense amount of knowledge about Vietnam, more than just the simple facts. As a future educator, I believe that in order to teach well, you must know history inside and out, the tiny details and the story from both sides. I hope to learn the details of the war and bring them with me to my future classroom.

(Part Two)

Just a mere 50 pages into Patriots and I’ve cried for the helpless victims, cursed at the heartless enemy, and felt the painful impact of the war from each side. The stories are unbelievable, yet quite true. Truth is indeed in the eye of the beholder. But yet in each story, there is a genuine quality to the interviews; from a General’s play by play of his war tactics, a female Viet Cong guerilla fighting for her fathers’ revenge to the innocent Playboy bunny’s journey to the hot and humid war zone (wearing a wool skirt and turtleneck nonetheless). Whether or not the stories are true to the word biographies or embellished memoirs, they are nevertheless true in the storyteller’s eyes. I can honestly see the battles raging as I read each account; the witnesses paint such vivid pictures, that it is almost impossible to think they’re fictional. Again, even if the stories are fabricated in some ways, they still hold truth. After all, there were there, they were the ones how witnessed the suffering first hand.

One story that stands out for me is that of the well-decorated Green Beret, Roger Donlon. This is the first story that caused me to shed tears. His story was amazing, one of those unbelievable ones I mentioned. Thus far, this is the story that hit me the hardest. Maybe it was the detailed description of the attack by the Viet Cong that was designed perfectly, striking in the dead of the night. Or maybe it was the betrayal of the Vietnamese forces, or simply the detailed narrative of George Tuan being blown to bits by 57-millimeter rounds and Donlon’s fellow comrades dying in his arms. Whatever the reason of impact was, the story was compelling. The truth and pain was thick throughout the account of that tragic July 6th day. It was real, tangible almost.

I will never know if each account Donlon recalled was the absolute truth. But he was there; he experienced the betrayal, the killings, the physical pain and the heartbreak. It’s quite remarkable how calm and cool Donlon sounds as he recalls this event; surely an event that has changed his life drastically. And still, you can feel the raw emotion when he speaks of “Old Glory” flying on the U.S. Embassy. What an amazing individual to go through the Vietnam War and come out telling his incredible story.

Natalie Payment
Natalie Payment  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 06:07 PM

A little bit about myself huh. Well I was born and raised in Portland, Oregon. I moved here when I was eighteen the month of august in 2006 and started going to LCC that fallowing September. Now that two years have passed of taking miscellaneous classes I have found what I suppose some people may call "their calling" which is in a High School class room, yeah thats right I'm striving to be a high school teacher. I guess I will just have to wait to see where my life takes me.

Why am I taking this course (this might sound a little strange) not only am I one of Histories biggest fans but I love the sixties and seventies these eras are filled with powerful people, movements, warfare and music. The best music ever made came out during the Vietnam war. Especially during the "British Invasion" because the Beatles sang some of the most powerful songs during the Vietnam war people had ever heard, they were singing songs that teenagers in America could connect with. "You want to start a revolution well you know we all want to change the world." Beatles

Besides all the "fun" great things that I have mentioned about the sixties and seventies I really want to learn more about the Vietnam war, in Vietnam.

I don't think I really have any major relationship with the Vietnam conflict I suppose I have a few uncles that fought in Vietnam that would be my closes relationship to the war although they don't speak of it much.

I don't think I'm fully aware of the lessons that America should have learned from the Vietnam war, but what I only hope they have learned is that guerrilla warfare is not the answer even if we are the ones under attack. I understand we need to defend our country, but America should never aim to "search and destroy" again. I believe that in contemporary society we do have similar problems as America did during Vietnam, but our problems are not as severe.

In "Patriots" by Christian G. Appy I found my attention being torn between two stories the first story about General Bernard Trainor and Commander Roger Donlon two very different stories both caught my attention and pulled at my heart. In the end General Bernard Trainor won, I cried when I read the last paragraph "Vietnam war produced a "genie of anguish" that he had bottled up inside[...] Jesus Christ, fifty-eight thousand people-good kids thats about all i can say. Deep down there's a hurt and I dont know what it is. I can't control it. It's always there and I think I'll just live with it for the rest of my life." (8, Commanders)

This ending paragraph is why this story spoke to me more because I felt like I was sitting there listening to him telling me about his experience, it felt so real.

I feel like in "Patriots" part one after reading both sides from the American and Vietnamese I have decided that there were times when I thought they were having a little bit of a biased opinion. There were also times when I thought they were being very sympathetic to the one another and sincere about the feelings toward the other. I think these stories are pure and respected and these people deserve all the credit they receive if it weren't for them America or Vietnam wouldn't be were they are today. Yes time has past but these men and women will never forget those years during the Vietnam war.

Taylor Tomlin
Taylor Tomlin  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 05:23 PM

My name is Taylor Tomlin. I am from Portland and came to Eugene to attend the UofO. I took a year at UofO and than transfered to Lane Community College to play soccer and take care of my general ed. I decided to take this course because wars of our past intrigue me because I like to learn our history. Another reason why I am taking this class is because I have never really heard much about the war with Vietnam. In past education it was touched upon but never gone into depth and with such a long lasting war that didn't answer many questions, I felt like I needed to learn more about.

I don't have any relationship with the war. No one who I have known as growing up has mentioned or even talked about the Vietnam war. I believe no family members or friends have been drafted or been in the war. I am not aware of any lessons Americans should have learned from the war because I do not have a big enough background about the war to understand what they should have learned or gained from it. I think if i was to pin point a similar problem in our society now that can come close to the Vietnam war, would have to be the war with Iraq. One reason why we went into Iraq was because we wanted to help them establish more of a government. From the readings and the video I got the impression that we went into Vietnam because we didn't like how their government was run by communism. I feel like through the course I will better understand why we invaded Vietnam and what our intentions were and I am excited to learn about something in our history that I do not have great knowledge of.

After reading all the war stories in Patriots, I think the speakers have been believable because they were the ones there and I can't even come close to such hostly and scary situtions in my life. Some of the stories I can see where they might exceed the truth. For example, In the section of the book "War Heroes," there is a story about a man named Roger Donlon. Roger Donlon I gave the most respect to out of all the other authors because of what he had to face in a matter of seconds. One part of the story he explains about a man, who was one of their interpreters, running for life and is caught by a 57-millimter round and catches the man's legs and cleanly takes them off and than goes into detail about how this man is still running for life but on stumps because the round had robbed him of his legs. By thirty seconds the interpreter is dead. This part of the story I believe to be alittle far fetched than how it actually happened. I think he used this to capture the reader more into the story and to show how brutal and awful this day was in his life.

War is a big thing that you can not forget and by taking part in the war and being in the action I believe will stick in your life for as long as you live. I can have memories from my childhood that were traumitizing that I know from this day that I will never forget. I will still be able to tell the same story over and over because of the impact it had in my life. I believe these soldiers have the impact in their lives. They are not going to forget the men they fought with or next to because they were a team. The things they saw, witnessed and sometimes they particiapted in will always stick with them through their lives whether they want to forget it and leave it in the past. They can always have the choice of not talking about it but you will always know they will never forget what they had to go through to stay alive. Just because time keeps moving and people don't talk much about what happened in the past doesn't mean that people forget the pain and horrors they went through to stay true to their country.

After getting a little taste of what we are going to be learning I am really excited to keep up with the readings and the movie. I am going to get a lot out of this class and learn about something that I am very interested in learning. After doing this first journal entry it makes me want to ask my mom and see if I know anyone that was in the war or at least can help me learn more about it on the side.

Hunter Gray
Hunter Gray  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 04:19 PM

Hello Joe, my name is Hunter Gray. I'm attending Lane for my third year majoring in secondary education. Although I have no direct connection to the Vietnam conflict, my father sparked an interest in me when I was a child. He would plan his schedule around History Channel specials involving not only this war, but all major wars studied today. Honestly, I'm coming into this course knowing very little. My perspective of the war has been placed by older men who have no direct connections to the conflict. That's why the preface excited me. Appy stated he was tired of people having the wrong idea of the war; from crummy movies and cheap educational videos. It's time to get the right frame of reference from the brave men and women who standing on Vietnamese grounds. What truly fascinated me, were the first two speakers. Bernard Trainor seemed to struggle communicating details of his service there. He talked about many mistakes that he made, like killing innocent victims (attacking the Leper Hospital). His story was like a rollercoaster! Times were excited, yet terrible. He destroyed the battle against the North while he was just about to lose his position. And then he found an underground bunker which held incredibly strong information about the double agents. Although that was a great moment for him, the interview ends with tears. His feelings were so strong, that he felt he couldn't return to the Memorial. The next speaker Dang Vu Hiep, states at the end that for him, there were also highs and lows. But, now as an older man, those times in Central Highlands, were his finest high points of his life. It amazes me to see the two different final remarks. Some had tears, the others had cheers. I'm anxious to see how the rest of the book states the emotional aspect for not only the stronger soldiers, but also the behind-the-scene nurses, and others. I believed all of these people are trustworthy and reliable to what they say. It gives me a better perspective on the longest war in history.

Kali Bose
Kali Bose  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 04:13 PM

1. My name is Kali Bose. I am currently an International Studies major, and am planning on transferring to the University of Oregon next September. I’ve always loved history, whether from an organized class, reading, or documentaries. In high school I took AP US History and European History. History has always been one of my favorite subjects and I’ve missed having it as a regular part of my education since graduating in 2007.

I have no direct relationship with the Vietnam conflict; only a desire to learn and be able to understand such a crucial part of our History. I’ve always felt that no matter the history class, the Vietnam War has always been on a bubble that we as a class could never quite reach. I’m very pleased to have found a class solely dedicated to this subject.

There are many lessons that Americans should have learned from the conflict, and whether they’ve stuck is another matter. They say that history is written by the victors. In that regard, the Vietnam War is glossed over because it’s hard to acknowledge that a society and culture that we see as different and weaker wore us down to the breaking point. It would seem that any noteworthy lessons that may have been learned have been turned into pop culture gags. Serious lessons learned from war are being passed down through movie quotes and songs. Songs by musicians like Buffalo Springfield and Bruce Springsteen have made it possible to pass the lessons from Vietnam down through their lyrics. Preaching things like “nobody's right if everybody's wrong,” and that simply being born in the USA is enough to condemn you to the war. The most telling lesson comes from the song “Feel Like I’m Fixing to Die Rag” by Country Joe and the Fish which presents the most fundamental problems of the Vietnam War:

“And it's one, two, three, what are we fighting for

don't ask me I don't give a damn, next stop is Viet Nam

And it's five, six, seven, open up the pearly gates

ain't no time to wonder why, whoopee we're all gonna die”

What is it that we die for? It passes on a lesson of “stop and think”. No matter how fast a war moves, or what your country may say is your patriotic duty, you have to take the time to realize the ramifications of your actions.

“Come on mothers throughout the land

pack your boys off to Viet Nam

come on fathers don't hesitate

send your sons off before it's too late

and you can be the first ones on your block

to have your boy come home in a box.”

Then late in the 80s the movie The Princes Bride made light of a lesson one should always know, “….never get involved in a land war in Asia.” These examples speak of the culture we live in. One where serious lessons are forgotten, but a good song or funny movie quote can always be relied upon to keep the past alive.

I do believe that we have similar problems in contemporary society. We have an administration that took its country to war with a secret agenda, and has forced its citizens to take the brunt of the consequences. Putting aside the similarities between the Vietnam War and our current conflicts, the stance society is taking is strikingly similar as well. Peace marches, student protests and negative media are as consistent as today as they were in the 60s and 70s.

2.  What is it specifically that draws a reader to a particular story over another? In the case of Appy’s book The Patriot it’s the singular tale of Tran Thi Gung, a woman who joined the North Vietnamese cause when she was just 17. Joining up with the southern revolutionary guerrillas, she was the only woman in her unit. It was her intelligence and aptitude for war that was most intriguing. She was able to adapt to and learn from her enemy in ways that the American GI’s did not. Most of all though it was her honesty about her feelings towards the enemy, “I never felt guilty about the killing I did. It was War.” This made her story stand out amongst the others in chapter one.

          Speaking of the honesty of Gung’s story brings up the question of how you can trust a story of an event that you were not privy to. These people may have been there at the time, but as time passes memories can warp into something entirely new. Writer Tim O’Brien in his book The Things They Carried makes a point of persuading the reader that his stories and characters are the truth, only to later present the question of what is the truth. Do verifiable facts constitute truth? Or is it the feeling that a story makes you feel. Sometimes factual truth is not as important as emotional truth. The best stories are the one’s that are able to blend facts and emotions together to create an experience for the reader that allows them to understand a fraction of what it was like.

Ailiah Schafer
Ailiah Schafer  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 03:48 PM

Although I have always been interested in the wars our country participated in, I could never help wondering what really happened in the Vietnam war and why we were there. That's why I'm taking this course. I want to understand what led the United Stated to enter Vietnam and why so many people back home in the United States were so opposed to the war. What I did see and understand while visiting the Vietnam War Memorial in eighth grade was that thousands of Americans died for this country to stop the spread of communism.

The only person I know personally that was involved in the Vietnam War is my uncle who was in a reconnaissance unit. My mother often talks of the change she saw in him after he returned from Vietnam and how he has never been the same since. My mother's father was a veteran of both Korea and WWII, and my father's father was a fighter pilot in Korea, so there has been many conversations about the wars in my home over the years.

Reading the Patriots book at first made me feel like I needed to know something more about the war to be able to understand this book, but as I kept reading I found a couple stories that really kept my interest. Of course, both of these were stories of women but they really stood out to me. First, Tran Thi Gung, the little woman who turned out to be "stuck in a tunnel for seven days." She was only nineteen, a year older than me, at the time she first shot an American soldier. She was afraid, yet soon she was able to shoot one and then another and another, without fear or hesitation, like she had been doing it for years. Then she crawled out and took their weapons without even looking back. It shocked me. The other female's story that stood out was Jo Collins, the previous Playboy Bunny. Her story stood out to me because she was young. So many of the young Americans in today's society who have friends over in Iraq don't even know where Iraq is, much like Jo didn't know where Vietnam was. Although she only went to deliver a lifetime subscribtion to Playboy, it was an experience that has remained with her all of her life. The smiles she recieved from dying men and boys over in Vietnam touched my heart as I read. Her life changed in a matter of a phone call. One moment she was visiting her family in Oregon, and the next she was flying halfway across the world to a place where a brutal war was taking place.

I think all the stories were believable, but I'm not sure how reliable. Although they all were there, their stories could be a bit bias, but I couldn't really expect them not to be. All the people have incredible stories and I don't think that because years have passed they have forgotten. Memories from any war don't seem like they would be anything that could easily fade away no matter how many years went by or how bad the memories are.

Amy Garber
Amy Garber  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 02:41 PM

#1  I am interested in taking this course for a couple different reasons. The first reason is that I need a history or philosophy course to complete my graduation requirements for getting my BSN. The second reason is that I work as a nurse with the geriatric population. Until recently, I was employed as the Director of Nursing Services in a skilled nursing facility. Serving as a manager allowed me a better insight into the healthcare world and how it is governed. I have also served as an Army Medic in the service for four years and have found it to be a good way to connect with many of the older men that served in the military as well. I was fortunate to have served during a non-war time period, but many of the men were not as fortunate. I feel this class will give me a better understanding of what they went through and will also assist me in providing better care for them as many are now afflicted with Alzheimer's, Dementia, and Post traumatic stress disorder- many with psychosis attached. A better understanding of their life experience may help in dealing with the behaviors and aggression that now surround them. This class I am hoping will also serve to educate me on the facts surrounding the Vietnam War. I am very ignorant of the details surrounding the war and would like to posess a better understanding.

I think the biggest thing that Americans should have learned from the history of the Vietnam War is than no War is predictable nor can we control the length of a war. We should also remember all of the horrible tragedy that comes with war. Although we believe we are fighting for what is right, the other side believes that they are fighting for their rights and beliefs just as much. We continue to repeat this behavior in today's world.

#2  The person's account that stood out the most to me was the account by Ta Quang Thinh. His story reminds me of many of the men that I work with that are now dependent on others for their daily living needs and have lost touch with their families either because of physical or mental disabilities upon returning from the war. I feel I am able to better connect with his story. I am also amazed at the process he had to endure in order to survive. To imagine the will he had to survive paralyzed in the jungle for four years with a war going on in which many were not able to avoid death, it is amazing that he lived through it all. Then the perseverance of those that carried him home over the span of 7 months. A time when I am sure that everyone wanted to be home with their families, they also ensured that he got to his home as well.

All the accounts seemed reliable and trustworthy. In some cases the honesty hurt. For instance in the account by Tran Thi Gung, she tells her story with much pride and is very proud of how much she helped her country by killing GI's and learning how to kill them best and how easy it was to kill them. Her account initially makes me dislike her, but then I too can realize that she is only doing what she was forced to do. She has a point when she says that she did not come to the United States to kill people. It was well said in Herring on page 14, "It is a sad fact of history that people often cannot see at the time the necessity of steps that later seem altogether obvious." If only we could apply that knowledge to today's world.

Shelah Van Meer
Shelah Van Meer  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 02:16 PM

            My name is Shelah Van Meer. I am a new stay at home mom, and just getting back to school after a four year break.  I am working toward my associates in science and I am taking this class to fill my social sciences requirement.  I chose this particular class because I am aware that the Vietnam War was a dark time in world history and I would like to know more about it.

Having no direct relationship to the war, or the place, I am not very familiar with the facts.  We went over the Vietnam War in high school history, and today the war in Iraq is often compared to it in the press. I’m fairly sure it was an un-winnable war that racked up massive costs on all sides with little gain for anyone.  I can only hope that many lessons were learned by all involved as well as by anyone who has studied the war.  Without having studied it, I even know, war like the one in Vietnam should be avoided; military leaders should be experts on the area they will battle, in before they deploy, and political agendas and suspicion should not become foundations for war.

            Three things about Tran Thi Gung’s story drew my attention.  First, the simple fact that she was a sprite of a young woman and yet a formidable adversary to her enemy, has me curious about gender rolls in Vietnamese culture.  According to Herring, the battle at Dien Bien Phu was fought with contributions of a “long-haired army”.  I also noted that women are among the celebrated heroes of Vietnamese history, namely the Trung Sisters who led a revolt against china in the first century.  Tran Thi Gung was a sniper and a decorated soldier.  Reading her account one would think, that at least during times of war, being a female is irrelevant. 

Second, I was uncomfortable just reading the stories Tran Thi Gung told about the times she spent in tunnels.  When I imagine her in a dark crowded tunnel with little oxygen and the possibility of being trapped, I get short of breath.  Going into one of those tunnels for a short period of time, let alone seven days, is something I could never bring my self to do. 

Third, the pride with which she represented herself and her story is intriguing.  She showed pride in her accomplishments, remembered the Americans as easy targets, and exhibited some contempt for Saigon “puppets”.  Tran Thi Gung showed little remorse and spoke as if she completely accepted that everything that she did was for the good of the country and therefore herself.  I think she reflects the patriotism that fueled the Vietminh. 

            Perhaps it was the author’s preface to the book Patriots, or maybe it was the trust that we put in our teachers to provide relevant reading assignments, but I did not doubt the credibility of the speakers.  If anyone has enough credibility to narrate an event it is those who experienced it, any others would have second hand information.  Thinking back now, I can see how the frailty of memories and personal viewpoints can cause people to misrepresent facts.  While this may or may not be purposeful, it is important to always be mindful and question the motives behind all statements when personal beliefs and past wounds are involved.  I would not be surprised to hear a nationalist demonize an occupying force or vice versa.  So far in the reading I have seen callousness but no slander.  I believe that Christain Appy has put forth a very good effort to create a balanced collection of the most genuine accounts he could find. 

Jared Maida
Jared Maida  Last edited: Saturday, October 4, 2008, 12:14 AM

My name is Jared Maida.  I’m originally from Michigan, spent some time in California but moved back to the west coast in early 2006 to escape an alcohol problem and concentrate on school.

I am taking this course for a few reasons.  The first of those would be that I really enjoy the online class experience.  Although there is no face-to-face time it makes it convenient for people who are working and going to school full-time.  I am so happy that Lane offers online classes and hope that they create more for the future.  Most of my classes at Lane have been online.  Even though it takes a bit more hard work and reading time, I’ve thrived in my online experience.

The second reason would be that I am extremely interested in the Vietnam War.  Its origins, its length, its affect it had on our society, and the affect it’s had on our troops, and the result and state of Vietnam.

Another reason for taking this course is that I believe we can learn from the past and to better live in the future.  I don’t think enough American citizens realize what happens in wars.

I have no prior relationship to the Vietnam War more than just interest.  I believe that my father was either in the National Guard at the time or too old for active duty and I have no other family member in the service at that time.

It did affect him a great deal though.  He and my mother were married in the spring of 1970. My dad’s best friend whom he asked to be his best man in the wedding was shipped off to South Vietnam something like two years before and was just about to end his tour and come back to the states for the wedding but was killed a week shy of his dismissal.  My dad has talked about that or even mentioned it to me.  I was told by my older brother.

In my brief knowledge of the conflict I would say that one of the lessons America should have learned was when to pull out of the war which in my opinion, obviously, we have not.

Again, from my brief knowledge of the war, I would say that we do have similar problems in today’s society.  I thought that one of the main reasons for the war was because Vietnam was a communist country.

The story that captured my attention the most in part 1 would have to be the Tran Thi Gung story.  I wasn’t surprised that women fought in the war but I was surprised on how much and in what type of situations she participated in.  I was a bit taken back on her recollection of her first ambush and how she killed one American soldier and the others were then sitting ducks, also how she described the American soldiers as “big targets”.

I had to agree with her statement about how she doesn’t feel guilty.  Not that I’ve ever had the experience of killing another human being but I can see what she is saying how if you saw her with a gun pointing at her would you shoot her.  I also agree with her statement that if she came here to America she’d feel guilty but since we were in her country she didn’t feel guilty killing.

I’ve always felt the same way.  I wouldn’t want to go to fight in another country for some cause I don’t believe but if a country invaded the United States and was on my back porch…I’d fight.

I believe that the speaker thus far have been very credible.  Just like you said, they were there to experience this conflict first hand.  So do I believe their statements?  Yes.  Why would they lie or exaggerate on such a horrific subject as war?

I think it definitely gives them more credibility being there and experiencing the war first hand.

It seems to me that maybe some people are holding back a bit on their stories but I can understand.  What they experienced was a very emotional event.  I feel that they are being factual with their accounts of the war.  What reason would they have to lie about such an important subject?

I guess that with time passing certain events or descriptions of events may be lost but there are probably some things that are just too tough for these people to talk about and/or they may have blocked those bad events out of there memory. 

Although, some things just might be too hard to forget, especially the story by George Watkins who lost his eyes and legs.  I couldn’t believe how…resigned he was after what he went through.  That story brought tears to my eyes.

All that I know after reading this first chapter is the same thing I knew before reading it and I’m sure it will be brought up and said many times over.  I HATE WAR.

Andrew Kautz
Andrew Kautz  Last edited: Friday, October 3, 2008, 11:34 PM

       I'm taking this course because I enjoy learning about history and I'm particularly interested in learning about the Vietnam War. I have no relationship to the Vietnam War. I think one lesson that American people should of learned is that you shouldn't believe blindly anything that the government tells you and that it is not unpatriotic to question the government actions. I think that we have the same problem in contemporary society of accepting propaganda as fact without doing any research of are own.

        The story that caught my attention was that of Tran Thi Gung. The speakers that stood at the most in my opinion were the North Vietnamese because their perspective is one that I have never read about.

        I think the fact that the speakers in this book were actually there and experience these events gives them more credibility. I think that they remain objective with only a few instances of subjectivity.

Lacie Cooper
Lacie Cooper  Last edited: Friday, October 3, 2008, 09:33 PM

My name is Lacie.  I am 28 years old.  I am the mother of two energetic boys and we are expecting our third little one in May.  I live in Cottage Grove where I work as an EA at Lincoln Middle School.  I am working toward my degree in Elementary Education.

 History is a subject I am very interested in.  I find it fascinating to see where our country came from.  I feel it is important that we know about our past, it is what made our country what it is today.  I do not know very much about Vietnam and want to understand what happened during this war and why it is a war that is not often discussed.

 As for my relationship with the conflict, my Grandpa served in the Air Force during the Vietnam War.  He was a Load Master on C135's and C141's. His crew flew cargo such as equipment, supplies and troops into Vietnam.  They also would fly wounded soldiers out of Vietnam.  I look forward to learning more in this course so I can talk to him about his experiences. 

One lesson, I feel we as a nation should have learned, is that our soldiers deserve to be shown respect and gratitude for the sacrifices they make for each of us.  Soldiers returning from Vietnam were treated like dirt, they were spit on and called baby killers.  I believe soldiers who have gone to war for our country should always be treated with respect.  It is evident to me that Vietnam vets did not receive the respect they deserve when so many are now homeless and left to beg on street corners.  Another lesson we should have learned from this conflict was not to underestimate the time and cost that go into fighting a war.

I believe our society has similar problems today. The Iraq war is a war that not all Americans support, just as all Americans did not support the Vietnam War.  The time and cost of Vietnam were greatly underestimated; this seems to be the case with the Iraq war.  Many people in our Nation want to pull our troops out of Iraq before the job is done, this was a mistake, I feel, was made in Vietnam.

After reading part one of the Patriots book, it is very difficult for me to choose just one of the stories.  So I am going to share a couple that moved me the most.  I found Roger Donlon's account to be one of the stories that was the most moving to me.  The attack on his camp by the Viet Cong, made me feel very emotional.  He risked his own life to save the lives of his fellow officers. Roger was also the first American to recieve the Medal of Honor in the Vietnam War.  In his account he also discussed a man named John Houston, whose wife was expecting twins.  John lost his life in that battle and when, born prematurely, one of the twins died and was buried with his father in Arlington.  I could never imagine the heartache that his family experienced during this difficult time.  

The second account that stood out in my reading was that of Tran Thi Gung, whom was a girl fighting for the guerrillas at the age of seventeen.  After she killed her first American she learned that more would come to his rescue allowing her to kill many more.  She described them as "sitting ducks".  After reading this account I was horrified, I knew war was ugly but this made it more clear to me what our soldiers had to go through during this war.  It also showed how different the American fighting strategy was from the guerrilla fighters.

I have enjoyed reading Patriots.  I feel the people who have shared their experiences have more credibility than that of someone who would write a book on the conflict and didn't experience the battle first hand.  The people in this book lived it.  I'm sure in some stories details may have been forgotten due to time passing or the memories that are too difficult to remember.  However, I don't think you will find a more detailed account of the war than you would from someone who experienced it first hand.  Reading the first chapter I have learned more than I have ever learned in school.  I look forward to reading more and understanding this period in our Nations history.

Steven Konopasek
Steven Konopasek  Last edited: Friday, October 3, 2008, 07:58 PM

Hi, my name is Steven Konopasek and I'm from Hood River, Oregon. I have always been interested in military history but in public high school you can't learn in depth about that. I have no direct relation with the Vietnam conflict but I do posses a deep interest in the subject. I have read a few books and one lesson that I learned was that America wasn't able to see the cost and consequences in the long run each time we chose to increase our involvement.

In the book "Patriots", I read about a North Vietnamese medic that was in the Tay Ninh Province treating injured soldiers when their location was bombed. Nurse Ta Quang Thinh was crouched over a patient when the roof collapsed and broke his back paralyzing him. This story caught my attention the most because it was interesting that even though America invaded Vietnam, bombed him and his patients not to mention paralyzing him and burying him in rubble he has no hatred toward America. I think I would feel nothing but hate toward the invaders.

I think that all the men and women's stories are 100 percent accurate. They were actually there and lived the story's they told. Each one of them in the book "Patriots" are patriots and a patriot wouldn't dishonor their country by feeding the world false images of overseas conflicts.

Tomoaki and his girlfriend HeeYoon
Tomoaki Suzuki  Last edited: Friday, October 3, 2008, 03:43 PM

I’m a journalism major student. The Vietnam War changed the role of journalism. At that time, more and more people started watching television, and they watched the tragic battles field on the screen every day. Some books say that it is television which led Americans to anti-war movement. In this course, I’d like to deepen my understanding between war and journalism.

I am from Japan. Since our country did not participate in the war, I had been less interested in it than that of WW1 and WW2. However, it is clear in my mind that the Vietnam War did not have “good cause.” The spread of communism could be fear for the United States, but now, the US is getting along with Vietnam. Why did the US have to destroy Vietnam? The political leaders always make up likely excuses to go to war, but we have to analyze if it is reasonable or not.

To me, Jo Collins’s story (pg. 28) caught my attention. I am 20, and she was 19 when she went to Vietnam. She lived in Oregon. Her word “I had no clue where Vietnam was or what I would find there (28)” reflects the teenagers’ feelings at that time. While more than fifty thousands American soldiers died in Vietnam, most of Americans like Jo did not know at all about Vietnam.

She was a “playmate,” a superstar among teenagers. She did not suffer from “too much forgotten,” but it seems like she still does not know why she was in Vietnam and suffer from it. She ironically talks about her story. Her family decided that she had done something for God and her country because she became a guest of honor of the 173rd Airborne at the White House.” If she did not receive this honor, her family did not consider she was a hero. Her frank comments are far more credible than politician (like the president Nixon in our video). Why did the US start the war against the country that most of its citizen did not know?

Lizzy Lambright
Lizzy Lambright  Last edited: Friday, October 3, 2008, 02:08 PM

Hello,

This is part one of my first Journal entry. I'm glad you are curious to the reasons one would take this particular history class. For my part, I have a few associations with Vietnam the least of which is curiosity. I see many and know personally a couple struggling veterans. Yet, I can barely grasp the situation that led so many young people to a failed jungle war which left them and many of that era broken. I would like to understand better. My father in law was a medic with the Red Cross in Vietnam. He turned to the bible instead of drugs and to this day is a Northern Baptist Minister in Hornell, NY. I myself am not conventionally religious, but appreciate what his faith means to him. He also has an extremely large collection of slides that I would like to see, and maybe work with. Before I ask him if I could possibly see the photos, I would like a frame of reference. That's what first interested me about this course.

As far as what lessons I think could be learned from the events in Vietnam, I think it's obvious that there are many. What, if anything, justifies an offensive war? How can we best serve veterans that return home from a war which many did not believe in? Why is it so easy to forget the past and make the same kinds of mistakes at such great cost? These are all lessons best taught by history, yet somehow the translation has been lost.

After reading all of the material, I identified most with two seperate accounts from the Appy book.

The account from George Watkins brought me to tears and not for the reasons that could be initial for most. Yes, he was a young man who was blown apart and blinded, this in itself seems totally unjustifiable (in my world). More than this however, I am appalled at how the young, poor and uneducated are taken advantage of in such obvious ways. He seemed a real salt of the earth type of man, intelligent from experience and emotion instead of books and discussion. I didn't sense that he was telling his story for any other reason than that someone had asked him to. His hindsight showed this intelligence and subjective thinking. He even was moved to identify with their (the Vietnamese) hard working nature saying " They had to be good people to with stand all that. They come right back to nothing and start over..." (Appy pg.23) I guess that's what really resonated with me, knowing that we are all pretty much the same. This account seems as applicable today is it would've been right after the Vietnam war had ended.

It is unfortunate that our government still has the same practice of preying on the very poor and uneducated to serve on the front lines of needless wars. It seems such an imperative lesson that should have been received by now.

The other story that I thought mirrored today's events was that of Deirdre English. The realization that her country was at war and nobody was talking about it seems to be the case today. When the war in Iraq first started, that's all that people were talking about. As soon as a year after it had begun, it was mention only occasionally. I also agree with the her take that "Once you ask whether a war is legitimate, you start to question the way all decisions are being made." (Appy pg.31) This seems an all to appropriate statement regarding our current world events.

Peace,

Lizzy 

Kristina James
Kristina James  Last edited: Friday, October 3, 2008, 02:04 PM

Hi, Joe.

      I wont bother you with too much, considering that I have done this a few times. big grin So here is an update. My pregnancy ended great! My son, Timothy, was born happy and healthy on May 30th, 2007. He is now running all over chasing after his older brother. As for my husband's illness, the reason why I was unable to finish the class last time, he ended up having a 7 inch mass and 10 inches of his lower intestines removed. I am, however, very happy to say that it was not cancer and he is now doing great.

     As for me, I am just about done with my AAOT. I have chosen to stay at lane though the spring because I am taking lower level math and second year Spanish. I plan to attend the U of O in the Fall of 2009. I am still a history major and am thinking about a minor in medieval history. Although I am not a huge fan of American history, I am not longer as disinterested as I once was. I have been doing a lot of family history research and have found some very interesting people. My 12th great grandfather on my father's mother's side was Edward P. Dotty. He, as I am sure you know, was on the Mayflower and signed the Mayflower compact. What you may or may not know is he fought in the first dual ever on American soil and was also the first man sued here as well. I believe it was over damage that a pig of his caused to a neighbor's farm.

     As far as I have found, I have no direct connections to the Vietnam War. Both my uncles were too young. However I do not know much about my father's father's side and I belive that he may have had a brother in the war but it might have been Korea. My grandfather does not remember and there are no connections to that side of the family.

     The main lesson from Vietnam that I think should be remembered is that not all people want to live the way Americans do. Of course this has been looked over time and time again. We are doing the same thing now in Iraq. We are trying to make their government mirror ours because we believe that our way of life and form of government is the only way to freedom, and thus, is the only "right way" of being.

     Now, on to the book.

I reread part one, as i have read it before, and the story that still stands out to me is the story of Roger Donlon, pages 12-15. For me, he really humanized the pain and that these men and America endured during this time. Donlon stated that he believed that roughly a third of their Vietnamese were really on the other side and that the first thing they did was kill the person next to them when the attack began. I can't even begin to imagine the way they must have felt when these people who they had been training and working with turned on them. Donlon later goes on to speak about emotions. "You try to keep a cool head, but emotions would get in there."(p.14) The next Image he describes is the one that ripped my heart out. Donlon recounts what he felt when John Houston died. Donlon had known that John had just gotten a letter from his wife telling him that they were going to be having twins. Alice, John's wife, later delivered the babies early and one of them did not survive and is buried with John in Arlington. Donlon states "The casualties of war go far beyond the immediate battlefield." (p.15) What I believe Donlon meant is that the casualties were not only the deaths and wounded form Vietnam, but also, the lives that were destroyed by the loss of these people and the affects their deaths, injuries, and mental instability caused countless people here at home.

I did not question any of the stories so far. I am, however, not naive and understand that all memories are colored in some way or another. With that being said these people were there and experienced these terrifying events first hand. I had no reason to question there creditability.

Michael Washburn
Michael Washburn  Last edited: Friday, October 3, 2008, 07:12 AM

I am taking this course in order to gain some perspective on the conflict in Vietnam so I can improve a unit I teach on the war. I want to add some depth to the social and political aspects of the war.

My relationship to the conflict is as follows. I was a teen during the later part of the war and I vividly remember almost every holiday dinner(and almost every family gathering) being ruined by an argument over the war. My father was a decorated Army intelligence officer stationed in the South Pacific during World War II. He was, for a long time, an avid supporter of the Domino theory. My older brothers were college students, one being deeply involved with the anti-war movement at UC Berkley. They would argue for hours over the war. My only perspective at that time was that I did not want to go. I remember seeing friends that had returned from the conflict that were wounded, addicted to heroin or both. Not one of them would say we were doing a noble thing over there. They were just glad to be "out of hell". Probably about the time that Nixon became president my father began to come around. We used to kid him because we were not sure if in fact, being a staunch Democrat, he hated Nixon more than supported the war. Both of my parents eventually became anti-war supporters and joined in several peace marches.

My wife's uncle served in the Army during the war. He was home on leave due to his father passing away, when his whole platoon was wiped out. He still carries that guilt with him today. He feels as if he somehow deserved to die with them.

As far as lessons learned from the conflict, I think we that we see that history repesting itself every day in Iraq. We can not win a guerilla war in which the enemy is defending its home land, ideology and or their theology. In Patriots, the Viet Cong that describe their experiences talk about their tactics and how they knew that they could not defeat the U.S Army outright. They only had to demoralize them, and the citizens of United States would lose their stomach for war. Much as we have done now in regards to the conflict in Iraq.

The Viet Cong tactics of a complex system of tunnels and caves is exactly what we would see if the next administration escalates the conflict in Afghanistan. The mountianous region between Afghanistan and Pakistan would be impossible to control. Many in the tribal region of Pakistan would also be a suppliers of food and weapons just as the Noth Vietnamese did during that conflict. The Taliban and Al-Queada would simply wear us down just like they did to the Soviet Union when they tried to control Afghanistan. Hopefully the same people that disapprove of the conflict in Iraq will be consistant and oppose escalation in Afghanistan even by a democrat president. I suspect that too many are like my father, blind ideology over doing what is right.

I thought that the one story in Patriots that caught my attention was that of the young women who joined the Viet Cong after her father was killed. The passion she spoke of for killing the enemy was not something I believe that many American solider had. She would go to any length to kill. She believed that her cause was right. She endured many hardships, but was never willing, or ever intended, to give up her fight. Her words almost resembled that of a serial killer, were cold and matter of fact.

I thought they were all interesting to read. I like the contrast between the American perspective and that of the Viet Cong fighters. The Americans were not sure who to trust, and it sounds like many of their South Vietnamese counterparts were not trustworthy, and did not even trust or like each other. There was not an all out commitment to victory. The American solider's stories echoed with the sentiment that they were just waiting for the next bullet to hit. They were unsure of any grand stratagey or plan. It was just implemented on they fly from their superior officers, who did not have a clue (not much love for General William Westmoreland). The Viet Cong had a definate stratagey. They knew they had to hold on to the Central Highlands to control the country. They knew they were outmatched by superior firepower. They would hide in their tunnels until the bombing stopped. They could reemerge and continue the fight.

The stories were very vivid, even though a lot of time had past. I could not tell who was credible though. It was how they percieved the events. I am sure there was some poetic license involved. As far a subjectivity goes, I thought that the Viet Cong writers were a little sure of them selves and probably told their stories from soley their point of view, but to the victor go the spoils.

Driana Davila
Driana Davila  Last edited: Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 02:04 PM

My name is Driana Davila and this is my second year attending LCC. As far as my major goes i am still undecided but have been looking into a couple of majors i might be interested in lately. I have always been interested in History. It seems to be the only subject that keeps me wanting to know more.

I chose to take this course because my grandfather was in Vietnam in 1968 and i wanted to know more about it. He always has interesting stories to tell.

In reading part one of the Patriots book, all stories stood out to me in different ways. There were so many different views and takes on the war with every story.

One story was Tran Thi Gung about the young girl that had joined the guerrillas as to finish her fathers cause who had been killed by southern soldiers. She talks of all the situations she was in and all the American Soldiers she had killed but when she had captured one she had felt sorry for him. At the end of this story she says she would have felt sorry if she went to America and killed there but since we had invaded them she had not felt sorry because she was only sticking up for her country and its freedom. "Wouldn't you shoot me if you saw me holding a weapon and pointing it at you?" "I think it was justified" Im not exactly sure why this story stood out the most to me but maybe it was because i felt that that was how everyone felt. The U.S. and Vietnam were both fighting to protect their own country, it was nothing personal.

I believe that all of the speakers i have read from in part one are completely trustworthy and reliable becuase i think that once you have been through such violence and experieced the unthinkable that it doesn't just leave you. Those vivid images and details of war will stay with you forever.

