Chapter 2 Our Offspring

Nation Building in South Vietnam, 1954-1961

JFK tapped the wellsprings of American idealism – a crusade

TF  T

The United States, especially the National Security Council (NSC) had warned that Geneva had been a disaster.  Although this happened under Republican Eisenhower, JFK believed it when he bacame president in 1961.

MC

The CIA, headed in Saigon by Colonel Edward Lansdale used clandestined methods to undermind the infant Vietminh regime, including all except:

Infiltration across the DMZ by paramilitary troops to commit sabotage

Attempts to destroy the government’s printing presses

Demobilizing and disrupting the transportation system by contaminating bus engines

Carrying out “psywar” operations, which included distributing fake leaflets predicting harsh times under the new government in the North

TF T

Sec of State John Foster Dulles created the SEATO (Southeast Asian Treaty Organization) as a Nato-like organization to deter Communist agression in the region.  He also believed it gave the United States a legal basis for intervention in Indochina, something which was officially prevented in the Geneva agreement.

TF T

The Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations both violated the spirit, and sometimes the letter of the Geneva Accords after 1954.

TF F

It would be more true to say that historian George Herring’s account of the Ho Chi Minh as the best-known nationalist leader in all of Vietnam, and his depiction of a chaotic South Vietnam with the government of Ngo Dinh Diem lacking the broad support of the people, especially the peasants, more closely resembles the point of view of creators of the Accuracy in Media video clip, rather than the creators of the PBS documentary.

TF F

Even in 1954, official national intelligence reports estimated chances of establishing a stable government in South Vietnam were “poor”, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) argued that it would be “hopeless” to Communists in North Vietnam to build an army without a “reasonably strong, stable civil government in control.”

TF F

Foreign policy successes in Iran and Guatemala (topling unfriendly governments) led President Eisenhower to believe that the United States could achieve the same success in Vietnam as well.  Therefore, Eisenhower opposed his Secretary of State John Foster Dulles in his view that the United States should withdraw and abandon South Vietnam.

TF F

Both France and the United States agreed to support Ngo Dinh Diem and that he was the best choice for leader of South Vietnam following the Geneva Agreements of 1954

MC

Which term was used to describe the exodus of nearly 900,000 refugees, most of them Catholics, from North to South Vietnam in 1954?

Deer Mission

Passage to Freedom

Battle of Ap Bac

Operation Rolling Thunder

La mission civilistrace

TF F

After successfully defending his adminstration in the sect crisis of 1955, Diem quickly consolidated his power.  With assurance of American support, voters in South Vietnam overwhelmingly supported Diem, who secured 98.2% of the votes cast in South Vietnam’s first legitimate free elections following the Geneva Agreements.  This made Diem confident in defeating Ho Chi Minh in the upcoming 1956 unifying election.

MC

The Military Assistance and Advisory Group (MAAG) in Saigon attempted to build a South Vietnamese Army, but ran in obstacles, including all of the following EXCEPT:

The Vietnamese army, inherited from France, was poorly organized, trained, and equipped

Suffered from low morale

Lacked a national spirit

Was deficient in trained officers, engineers, and artillerymen

American advisors had to bridge language and cultural gaps

TF T

U.S. aid did little to promote economic development or improve conditions in the villages where more than 90% of South Vietnam’s population lived.   Moreover, the commercial-import program was enormously wasteful and actually did more to hamper the successful implementation of a finanancial program in Vietnam in the 1950’s.  It fostered dependancy rather than laying a foundation for genuine independence.

MC

Which of the following is NOT a part of the governing concept of “personalism” as practiced by Ngo Dinh Diem having absolute state power in South Vietnam?

Distrust of popular rule

Belief that a small elite was responsible for defining the general welfare

Whatever bogus answer here

TF T

To the United States, Diem’s vigorous anticommunism more than conpensated for his shortcomings.

TF T

Herring states that there are two origins of the insurgency against Ngo Dinh Diem that swept through South Vietnam.  One focuses on the agression from and determination of North Vietnam to impose communism on the South.  The other is that the revolution sprang up in response to Diem’s oppressiveness and grew in strength without significan support or direction from the north.  Herring concludes that the truth is probably far more complex than either of these extremes.

TF  F

The communist leader in the North experienced few differences when enacting their two goals: building socialism in the north and carrying out the revolution in the south.

TF T

Herring writes that there is evidence that between 3,000 and 15,000 Vietnamese people may have been executed by Ho Chi Minh’s Hanoi government in North Vietnam during the 1950’s.  He also states that more than 2,000 suspected communists were executed by Diem’s government in the south.

MC

What group was founded at the direction of communist leaders in Hanoi in December, 1960 which formally approved the shift to armed struggle and the liberation of the south?

National Liberation Front (NLF)

Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN)

Buddhist-Catholic Communist League

Vietcong (VC)

The Ho Chi Minh Trail Brigade

