Here is the grading scale out of 25 points possible.

A >=23 - excellent work

B >=20 - above average work

C >=18 - average

D >=15 - below average

There were no less than 8 questions that needed to be answered in this first assignment.  Few students answered all of them well, and half of the questions could have been answered without reading a single page of the textbook

Here they are again, from the Patriots Journal #1 Instructions.

   1. Why are you taking this particular course?

   2. What is your relationship, if any, to the Vietnam conflict?

   3. What lessons do you think Americans should have learned from this conflict?

   4. Do we have similar problems in contemporary society?

   5. Which story in Part 1 of the Patriots book caught your attention?  Which speakers stands out?

   6. Why?

   7. How reliable, trustworthy, believable are the speakers you've read so far?  Are there accounts more or less credible?

   8. Are they objective and factual or do they suffer from too much subjectivity, too much time having passed, too much forgotten?

In an online class, convincing the instructor that you are reading the textbooks, watching the videos, and incorporating both into your knowledge-base is of the utmost importance.  Never meeting face-to-face requires that you accomplish this formidable task with your writing alone.  If you've taken a quality online class before, you know this is the case.  If you have not, then I hope my comments, feedback, and prompting will help you quickly get "up to speed".

In the second assignment, a public forum in which all students can read all other students' responses, you will see, firsthand, the varying levels of answers, from those that are excellent (A) to those that are below average (D).

This was the very first assignment in this class.  I am certain that as the course continues, student work will improve.  Be sure to read the feedback I have given to each of your journal entries, as it should help you on the next journal assignment.
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Hope Shepherd  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 08:46 PM

In 1965, my father, a sergeant in the United States Army, was stationed near Houston, Texas. I was born there in April of that year. My family spent the next five years living on army bases on Okinawa, Japan and in El Paso, Texas. We moved to Washington state in the winter of 1970.

My parents’ generation lived in fear of the atomic bomb, and had witnessed the assassination of President Kennedy. The Civil Rights Movement was shaking up the status quo in America, and there was social unrest and upheaval the world over. My parents named me “Hope” because, according to my mother, they, and the whole world, needed something to look toward.

When I was a child my family, like most families on the army base, and maybe all across America, watched the Vietnam war on TV in the evenings. We looked for people we knew: neighbors, friends, and family members. Seeing the American soldiers, whether I knew them or not, and the Vietnamese people, who reminded me of my playmates in Japan---all so sad and scared, bloody, dirty, and wounded, or dead, was heartbreaking. I wished I could make it stop. Even though I was a child I knew I hated the war and the chaos, sorrow and loss it had brought to the world.

I watched as the war destroyed and eroded many families, including my own. Maybe the cause of this erosion wasn’t only the war itself, but also the social discontent it fomented. The world didn’t feel stable or safe.

This was my childhood world view, and it forms the central relationship I have to the Vietnam conflict, though there are certainly others. I’ve wondered, almost since I can remember, why America got involved in “that mess” (...as my dad calls it) in Vietnam. This is my primary motivation for taking this course.

The speaker from the book “Patriots” who has most impacted me so far is George Watkins, who’s story was told in the section called “Paying the Price.” Watkins’ Appalachian voice reminds me of listening to my dad and his family talk at the kitchen table. I related to him because of this plain, back-country vernacular.

Watkins describes some of his experiences in Vietnam, from being assigned to an infantry post after having been trained as a combat engineer, to stepping on a land-mine and losing both eyes and both legs. His account seems to simply be the statement of a sequence of events, not weighted with animosity or even sadness. Watkins speaks of the Vietnamese people with a tone of respect, saying, “They had to be some good people to withstand all that.” He also describes them as being “...some of the most determined people [he’d] ever run into” and goes on to say “ I don’t hate them. They did what they had to do.” It’s this understanding and compassion that make Watkins’ story so strong for me. His closing questions resonate for me because I also wonder “ Why did all these people die? Their lives and their families [are] all messed up. What was gained from it?”

By presenting accounts from all sides of the Vietnam conflict, Christian Appy effectively built credibility into the text. Any subjectivity simply serves to draw the reader into the stories, and where ultimately some common points emerge: anguish, horrific loss and constant danger. Most of the speakers talk about the deprivations of war...no sleep, and for some, very little food. Most agreed that they , and others, ‘ did what they had to do.’ Almost all of them wondered, “why did this happen?”

These commonalities register as being objective descriptions of the Vietnamese war. That the same essential observations and insights occur to such a divergent set of speakers, makes those voices eminently believable.
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Hope,

This is an excellent start to the term.  Yours if one of the best… well-written and thorough in addressing all of the questions and sub-questions I posed.  Thanks for taking the time to do such a good job, and I look forward to your other work.

Jason Caughey  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 08:16 PM

Part 1

            My name is Jason Caughey, we met shortly the other day in your office. I’m 37 and just starting my college experience all over again. I love music and play myself. I work at he McDonald Theatre where I get exposed to many forms of music and meet lots of interesting people. I live with a woman named Kim, we have two cats (Greg and Luke) and life is good.

            This class caught my eye mainly because I like history- and all social studies for that matter- to the point where I’ve thought of becoming a teacher in the field.

I mainly have two connections to the Vietnam conflict. The first being my uncle on my mother’s side, Fred. Fred was career military, joining the armed forces in 1952 and retired some 30 years later. He went to Korea and severed in Vietnam I believe from 1967 through 1972. Although he never really talked about the war in everyday conversation, he would answer any questions I had while growing up. He was very gung ho and always spoke with a lot of pride about his time in Vietnam.

My second connection to the conflict came through the media. Being born in 1971, I was raised in the post war era and reports were on TV, in the paper, books were written and movies were made. I saw the polarization between the protesters and soldiers- between the soldiers and the government and between the government and the public. An over all sense of hurt, confusion and ill will. To quote Bob Dylan It’s alright ma, I’m only bleeding.

The lessons America needs to learn is life is precious and different ideals need to be embraced. Tolerance and understanding are golden. It’s a lesson that needed to be learned long before the Vietnam War and one that little or no progress has been made sense (sad to say, we may have ever regressed). I’m not saying that we should never go to war, just saying it needs to be a very last resort and for reasons that majority feel are just. When at war, America needs to find a way to let the best in human nature to show itself, not the worst. The ideal of protecting human life is more important than taking it. Today as America fights yet another war these concepts still seem to elude us.

There are a lot of obvious parallels between the Vietnam conflict and the Iraq War.  To list a few: both have little public support; both were fought on foreign soil; both have incurred massive civilian casualties; both countries used guerilla warfare tactics against us.

On a side note, what I find troubling is that protecting American interests in natural resources through war in Iraq (understanding it’s more complex than that) is deemed more important that stopping the genocide in Africa, which might be something worth fighting for.

Part 2

            All the stories were compelling and interesting. Maybe that’s why they were the beginning of the book, to give me a broad view told from many points of view. The themes of war- killing, pain, loss, suffering, ignorance, shame and waste were recounted several times. They are not the easiest stories to read for this reason, but it does give them a lot of credibility. Doesn’t seem to me like they have forgotten anything. The image of war burn into their memory, even if they wanted to forget they couldn’t.

One story did seem to catch my attention more then the others. The Bernard Trainor story brought up a very interesting point.  “…realization that our ememy’s cause was partially nationalistic and anticolonial” they were fighting to the death because they had no where to go, this was their home- their country. Then drawing a parallel comparison to the American Revolution in which America was put in the same situation. 

In the story Phan Xuan Sinh told about trying to relocate a family who returned to their home in the face of danger “…all my ancestors are buried here and this is our land and we’re not going to leave” being the reason they gave. I think this demonstrates the same point. A type of resolve the American politician didn’t understand at the time. That this was their home.

            To be perfectly honest on a less serious note, the words “Oregon” and “Playboy” in the first sentence of the Collins story certainly caught my attention. If for no reason other than I am from Oregon and the word Playboy.

P.S. As much feedback as you can give would be great. It’s been a long time since I’ve had to write anything or practice critical thinking.
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Jason

Nice job for a student newly returning to college.  You asked for it, so I’ll give it.  (I would have anyway.) I see two areas for improvement.

#1 Be sure to check your work for typos and sentence fragments.

In the line (sad to say, we may have ever regressed), I’m sure you meant ‘ever’ to be ‘even’.  Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper. Here are examples of 3 sentence fragments:

An over all sense of hurt, confusion and ill will.

Then drawing a parallel comparison to the American Revolution in which America was put in the same situation. 

A type of resolve the American politician didn’t understand at the time.

Again, while not the worst mistake a student could make, my guess is that you are striving to write your best work.

#2 Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on 3.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.  Choose either the Trainer or Sinh story and expand on it.

Justin Styla  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 08:13 PM

Patriots Journal Entry Part One

I am taking this course because of my interest in history taught at LCC. I never had a passion for history, but last year I took a course here and loved it (Zimmerman was my instructor). The Vietnam War is something that I know zero about. I literally don’t have any knowledge on the subject concerning why we were there, how it ended, how long it lasted, or the like. I do, however, know a bit about the effects of the war on those directly involved through meeting a couple of veterans and visiting their memorial in Washington DC. Upon sitting down to write this entry, I am three pages shy from finishing the Karnow assigned section. With this little knowledge about Ho Chi Minh and the bits in-between, it makes me think the war’s end was not the intended one. My guess is it started as a positive revolution, but the United States decided to police it. Granted I really do not know the motives, yet, when it comes to our involvement. I gained this perspective from a quote on page 134 in Karnow: “It was patriotism and not Communism that originally inspired me.” By Ho Chi Minh saying that, it makes me think his heart was in the right place, at least at the time of the quote. Since it is labeled as a war, I assumed that some part of Vietnam was our enemy – with that I concluded Ho as part of that group. The quote above goes against that idea, because he seems level-headed there. I like that perspective change because I feel it is important to understand people and their motives, even if they are ‘enemies’ or ‘evil’ or whatever. If our involvement ended with a memorial in DC with walls of names from the deceased and armless Vietnamese I would say we learned a lesson here – it is not our place to police the world, at least not with such violence. In my opinion, maybe we should have taken that lesson with the current “conflict” in Iraq. Liberation should come from within, especially when there can be such national pride like mentioned in our reading. Karnow talked about how villages would link together when fighting an enemy, but otherwise were self-sufficient. That means there is love for one’s brother. Anyways, I would like to say I am looking forward to this course, the video footage, and the texts. I would also like to hear what you have to say (my ever-observing reader) and to compare my ideas about the Vietnam War now to five or ten weeks from now.

I will post part 2 after I complete my Patriots reading and watch the video…

Patriots Journal Entry Part Two

After watching Episode One of our series and reading Part One out of Patriots I’ve already gained some perspective on the war. I assumed it would be laid out right away why it started, but it’s an unclear war in a region that has been at war for over a thousand years. The story of Tran Thi Gung stood out immensely for me. All of the stories were very interesting, because those people lived through history! But, Tran’s experience incorporated something that I found amazing – underground tunnels, almost cities really. They had hospitals, kitchens, running water, and even pipes that would deter the smoke so they could cook undetected. That, to me, was so mind-boggling. They used the resources they had, which was bamboo and brotherhood, and made it work. Tran was young and very unique because of her size and sex. It made me think if the reason she joined the guerillas was a somewhat common reason – to seek revenge for the death of her father (or for others, their wives, brothers, etc). It seems like it would be, because Wikipedia mentioned two-five million civilians killed (oy vay). She was young at the time, so because of the shock of everything I originally thought her recount may be exaggerated. After reading it over, I believe Tran’s heart was in this, and everything she went through was real through her eyes, and that’s all that matters. Historians get the whole picture, but I think experience trumps that when it comes to getting beyond the facts and possible motives – it makes it personal. Upon reading I didn’t realize we had switched from Americans to Vietnamese, so I had to re-read a couple of pages. After I noticed it doesn’t make sense, I also picked up at how I sympathize with the writer – that’s what makes this book so powerful, it puts so much humanity onto the pages. Tran’s accounts don’t have a lot of facts, per se, but they do paint a picture that I think is just as important. I would like to put in a quote from Patriots, said by Tran, on page 19: “…if I went to America and killed people there, I would feel very sorry and guilty. Since the Americans came to my country, I don’t feel guilty.” That quote made me question our involvement and how we went about “aiding” the Vietnamese nation. Also, it helped me put a face on the “enemy” – Tran is just trying to do what is best for her and her people, just as we are. So who is more justified?
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Justin,

Excellent job on this first assignment. I’m glad my friend and colleague Norm Zimmerman was able to generate some interest in you.  You wrote:

Historians get the whole picture, but I think experience trumps that when it comes to getting beyond the facts and possible motives…

That is an intriguing idea.  Remember, though, that one person’s experience does not equal another person’s experience.   Therefore, whose experience should we be studying?  What is the Truth (capital T) of the Vietnam War.  I hope you’ll find some answers during this term. Finally, avoid using hypothetical questions in your assignments to me… (So who is more justified?) I’ll be the one asking the questions and you will have to provide those answers. (  

Brianne Kintz  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 08:12 PM

My name is Brianne Kintz. I live in Veneta, Oregon. I am working full time at Tiffany's pharmacy as the head technician. I am taking this class because I love learning about history. The Vietnam War is one of many areas of history that I am weak in. However I have seen the Vietnam wall in Washington D.C., and I think it was one of the most emotional experiences with history that I have ever had. It made me want to learn more about this very hard part of our history. Americans should have learned to stay out of other countries wars. By this I mean that it doesn't seem to me that we go into other countries simply to provide aid. We go in all gung-ho ready to take on the world if need be, and we make their war our own. I think that, although the soldiers today have more respect from the American people, our current war/ situation is not much different than it was back in Vietnam.

I really enjoyed the first story from Bernard Trainor. I liked how he compared Vietnam to wars of the past here on our own soil. I think that all the speakers are pretty reliable, although you do need to take everything they say with a grain of salt. I think each of them may have skewed their stories to make the truth sound a little more in favor of them being in the light of right. However for the most part I think they were pretty factual. I am not necessarily one to judge because I wasn't there.
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Brianne,

In your intro, I was confused as to whether you supported going into other countries to provide aid or going in ‘gung-ho’.  So, besides lack of clarity, my advice would be to avoid cliché phrases such as “gung-ho” and “grain of salt” in your academic writing.

Your answers in the second part were much too brief.  The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  To pick Trainor’s story out of all of them, you provide one sentence of support.  There had to be more than that to make you pick that story.  Finally, as to the comment “I can’t judge because I wasn’t there”, that is precisely what we will be doing in this class over the term.  You do mention them skewing their stories… go with that.  If they skew, then are we reading the truth?

Brian Cummings  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 07:43 PM

Hi my name is Brian Cummings. I am taking this course for my Ethnic/Cultural credit. I am interested in History and I am in the process of becoming a History teacher. My experience in this Vietnam conflict is my Dad was in the Marine Corp from 70’-74’. He thought the war was a noble gesture. Always seems to wonder, did we accomplish our main objective? My mother was on the rebel side of the coin. She protested the war and was in the hippie movement. I would say I have some experience of this conflict. I am 27 years of age. I am a veteran of the Iraq war. (Current war) I served in two tours on the USS Carl Vinson in the Persian Gulf. In my assessment of the war, This is the right course of action. I felt Donald Rumsfield’s strategy was not working. Furthermore, I am glad President Bush put Secretary Gates, General Pratraeus, and Ryan Crocker in the driver seat to help Iraq build their democracy. Hopefully, they will become an ally on the war against terror. My family has been in every conflict in the United States, I have noticed that the last two conflicts or wars have not gone so well. Is there a reason for that? Is it because we are not “United” like we were in World War 1 or World War 2? Is it because America's Values and Morals are declining? I think these are excellent questions to consider.

            I read these passages from “Patriot”, I feel that these are personal feelings or experiences of the Vietnam conflict. I understand that war should be a last resort. The passage that caught my eye was, Jo Collins. She was morale booster for the troops. She went there to help and learn in what they were doing in Vietnam. I think what she said in the passage sums it up. “Nobody wants to go to war, but if our men are directly involved, how can we not be behind them, right, wrong, or indifferent? When I see people who were against the war, fled the war, didn’t want to go, it just irks me to death”. I think the point presents itself.

            As a veteran, I have no problem with people that do not agree with the war. Unfortunatley, we are there and we need to be “United”. Our country can do anything when we are one. Moreover, I think our troops are doing an outstanding job. We are winning this conflict in Iraq. We were told before we even started our war that it will be a difficult war.

As far as Vietnam, Another passage I was reading in this book.

According to General Roger Trainor, in the passage, The North was trying to make the war last and wear down our troops on the battle field. This would in effect cause the American public to turn against the war. Gee doesn’t that sound familiar with the Osama Bin Laden, Iraq, and Afghanistan. Is America losing their stomach for war? I am not trying to sound like the Romans or the Barbarians. I am making a point that this is the reason why the professionals make the hard descions.
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Brian,

Fine start. Be sure to check your work for typos (descions… last word) and sentence fragments.  Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.  My advice would also be to avoid cliché phrases such as “side of the coin” and “driver seat” in your academic writing.

Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on 2.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.

Avoid using hypothetical questions in your assignments to me… (Gee doesn’t that sound familiar?) I’ll be the one asking the questions and you will have to provide those answers.
Re-read the last few questions. I asked about speaker credibility and subjectivity.  I don’t believe you addressed those at all.

Colleen Gangle  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 07:40 PM

Part I 

My name is Colleen Gangle, I am 34 and I am working towards a nursing degree. I am currently employed at OSLP (Oregon Supportive Living Program) where I work with clients who have disabilities. I recently married a great guy, who just happens to be a history buff. Through him I have gained three children, ages; 11, 12 and 13 respectively, all boys.

I am taking this course because the more I read about the Vietnam conflict, the more sympathetic I am towards the Vietnamese people and their plight. A friend of mine said I would get a lot out of this class and that it would increase my perspective of the issues at hand.

My father participated in the Vietnam conflict. He went through three tours between 1967-1971, with six month breaks between each tour. His detail worked airplane recovery. He was in several areas throughout his tours; Danang, Bien Hoa, Phaen Rang, and Cambodia to name a few. He traveled the majority of Vietnam getting to know the people and their country. Because of his tours in Vietnam, I was declared an agent orange baby. Growing up, he would tell me how his mom had sent him gag gifts; crayons and a coloring book, bubbles, a baseball and how they were actually perfect gifts.  He had given them to some Vietnamese children who had never seen these things before and he told of how they thoroughly enjoyed themselves with these "gag" gifts.

I think we, Americans, should have learned that the country is not the government who wants to rule, but the people who love their country and live their lives accordingly. I think the American people should have learned that we are not the only people who would defend our country to the death to keep or gain our independence. To keep those beliefs, cements the fact that we are a very arrogant country.

I believe that we do have similar problems in todays contemporary society. Iraq, why are we there? What is the clear definitive reason to lose our soldiers, our people, to serve a political purpose that we are not fully aware of? Is Iraq our mini generational Vietnam? We face the same situation, but now it's couched in unsupported allegations. It is not our country, why are we implementing government? Why are we training the same people who have contempt for the American people, and who will use that training against us given the chance? The Viet Minh did.

Part II

Tran Thi Gung's story caught my attention the most. She seems to be proud of everything she did in the war. She shows no signs of remorse and she is very matter of fact as she speaks. “I never felt guilty about the killing I did. It was war”.... “Since the Americans came to my country, I don't feel guilty.”

There are a couple of speaker's that stand out to me. Tran Thi Gung for the obvious reason's: her evident pride in her actions during the conflict as well as her lack of remorse after it.

Phan Xuan Sinh because of his obvious remorse as he recounts the fishermen incident. “In general, my generation hated the war, but we had no choice. We were drafted.”

George Watkins stands out because he isn't a perfect man, with perfect speech or a great education. He no longer has his eyes or his legs, but he doesn't hold much bitterness or rage because of it. He feels sorrow from losing his brother's at arms and maybe anger. “Why did all these people die?”

I believe all of the speaker's to be reliable, trustworthy and believable. Some things you just don't forget, you can't forget. The nightmares won't let you forget. Time can't erase certain memories, even the ones you no longer want.

I believe if you are there, right in the middle of a conflict, participating and witnessing the action you have all the credibility. You lived it. It wasn't something taught or learned from a book. It wasn't drilled into you by an instructor. It was real. It was life in the moment.

Are these stories slanted? From their perspective, I doubt it. I believe the speakers to be objective and as factual as they possibly can be. I don't believe that time can wash away certain memories, especially one's such as these. These are the types of memories that are burned undeniably into your brain.
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Colleen,

If your friend who recommended this course meant THIS specific course, taught by me, then thank them for me.  You introduction was very thorough.  Nice job overall.

This sentence was awkwardly worded and tough to understand the point you were trying to make.

To keep those beliefs, cements the fact that we are a very arrogant country.

Avoid using hypothetical questions in your assignments to me… (Just about the entire Iraq paragraph) I’ll be the one asking the questions and you will have to provide those answers.
Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on 3.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.

Finally, be careful on your wholehearted support of the speakers being objective and owning the truth, a truth that cannot be had by those of us who study the past.  You mention memories, but memories are often incorrect.  You mention people can’t forget trauma they’ve experienced, but Tran Thi Gung is proud of what she did.  Does she not have nightmares as many U.S. soldiers did/do?  Is it possible that she was posturing for this American author?  This is an example the depth you could reach focusing on just one story.

Matthew Prehm  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 07:22 PM

Journal entry 1

My name is Matt Prehm and I am a transfer student from Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, WA. I went to high school here in Eugene at Sheldon High. This is my third year of schooling and am of Junior status. I transferred to Lane and back home because I decided to change majors from Business to History/Secondary Education. Teaching is in my family bloodline and I have realized that’s what I would like to do for my life. Work with our youth. I took this course because when I was little I always checked out the war books from my school library and I have always been interested in our nation’s past wars and its overall history. Taking this class fills a required class for my degree and is also something I am very interested in reading.

The only relationships that I have for the Vietnam war is that my great uncle was a machine gunner in a chopper over there for some time. I also had a few other uncles that were eligible for the draft but their numbers were never called upon.

I believe that as a nation we should have learned how to fight the type of enemy we were going up against. From what I have heard before this class and also read/watched we would send in troops to a location to take control of it. However we would lose some men to injury or death and right after we take over we would pull back out and the enemy would come right back and take over as we left. Thus we did a lot of fighting for what seemed for nothing. I think this is a main reason why we are in Iraq for such long periods of time and will not pull out.

After reading part one in the Patriots book I found the stories from Roger Donlon and also Tran Thi Gung the most impressive and interesting to myself. Something about reading how the first American got the Medal of Honor was very interesting to me. Hearing his accounts of some of the Viet Cong on his side actually being double agents and dwindling their numbers from 300 to closely 100 on the ambush and yet the rest of the troops were able to hold the base from being overrun. Tran Thi Gung’s story was interesting to me because of how she seemed to take pride in the amount of humans let alone Americans she was able to kill. She seemed very proud of all the death she brought.

I believe both people have some form of creditability but also some form of false info. Both acknowledged it was a very long time ago and they were in situations where emotions were running high and things could have been missed. I also think Tran may have party exaggerated on her accounts due to her hate in colonial society and the United States.

Being there certainly gives them more creditability then per say myself since they were there and thus that allows their stories to hold my credit than mine or someone else that was not there or alive at that time. I believe they are fair for the most part yet there are some that could have some objections just due to the large amount of time that’s passed from when the events happened and when they talked about it.
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Matthew,

Fine job for the first assignment.  I especially agree with your “why we stay in Iraq” assessment.

Be sure to check your work for typos, abbreviations (info) and sentence fragments.  Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.

Also, be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on 2.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.  You did, however, do a very good job at answering the credibility and objectivity questions…. the best I’ve read of the papers to far.

Cory Mason  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 06:50 PM

Hi my name is Cory Mason and I am taking this course because I am interested in American history, especially military history. I know the main parts to the Vietnam war but I would like to know and understand the while situation better. I am interested in learning more about military events.

As I said my name is Cory. I was born and raised in Sarasota, Florida and have been living in Bend, Or for the past 10 years. School is my main reason for being in Eugene. I love being outdoors especially snowboarding and camping.

There is no direct connection between the Vietnam war and me. Except that my grandfather was a career military man but he did not have any involvement in Vietnam. But when I was growing up I always saw pictures of army things, hears stories about the army, and still talk a lot about he army with my grandfather. So that is part of the reason that I am interested in military events.

The American government should have learned from this conflict that even though we are a very powerful country that it does not alway mean we can over power the will of a country.

I think we do have some of the same problems today. In ways Vietnam can be compared to the Iraq way that is going on currently. So our country may be repeating history.

The story that caught my attention the most in part one was the story of George Warkins. He lost both his legs and both his eyes in Vietnam after he stepped on a pressure bomb. It was thought that is was a booby trapped American bomb that hadn't detonated. What surprised me the most was how at ease he seemed to be. He did not seem to hold any grudges or show any bitterness towards anyone.

The stories I find the most interesting is the accounts of the North Vietnamese soldiers. This is mostly because I have not heard much at all about their side of the story or how they viewed the battle, and the things that they went through.

Personally I think all of the readers are trustworthy I don't think that they have anything to gain by being dishonest. However I do wonder if all the time that has passed has maybe distorted their memories in some way. Since I have never been in a situation that intense I'm not sure. I think it is possible that the memories may still be very vivid in their minds. From the stories I have read so far I believe the speakers are being objective because it seems that they are not holding back. The Vietnamese speakers don't hide their hate for the Americans, they aren't worried about hurting anyones feelings.
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Cory,

Good start, but be sure to check your work for typos (many) and sentence fragments. 

Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on one but then shifted to the North Vietnamese accounts.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.

Your answers in the second part were okay, but much too brief.  The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  

Mark Messenger  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 06:39 PM

Part 1

Why are you taking this particular course?

I believe that one of the goals of a Bachelor's degree is that of broadened horizons.  My goal in taking this course is to learn more about a period of history that is often referenced in American society.

What is your relationship, if any, to the Vietnam conflict?

I am unaware of any personal relationship to the Vietnam conflict.  My parents did not speak of it often in my youth, and then only in passing.

Before you even read or watch the bulk of the course material, what lessons do you think Americans should have learned from this conflict.

Based on the limited knowledge I have of the Vietnam conflict, two lessons come to mind: 1) Assuming that one country's ideology is applicable to, or desired by, the citizens of a second country can lead to trouble.  2) People that can't admit mistakes make poor leaders.

Do we have similar problems in contemporary society?

Hubris, pride, and arrogance are quintessential human frailties.  As long as we are human, we must be aware of these facets of our collective psyche and take steps to mitigate the damage that they can cause.

Part 2

Which story in Part 1 of the Patriots book caught your attention? Which speakers stands out? Why?

Two of the stories in Part 1 of Patriots stand out for me: The accounts of Bernard Trainor and Tran Thi Gung.  Trainor's simmering anguish reminds me of the chasm between what politicians anticipated in Vietnam and the reality in-country.  His account also shows the long-term effects on a society that war can have.  Trainor also alludes to a frustration with the lack of communication with and understanding by military high commanders.  Gung's account reminded me that people fighting for their homeland, or fighting for their very existence, can display a level of tenacity and resourcefulness that foreigners and hired guns may not fully comprehend.  Her written voice displays a certain glee in her various battlefield discoveries (e.g. Wounded enemy soldiers can cause others to reveal themselves, Using the enemy discards as weapons) Her comment at the end about not feeling guilty for killing soldiers in an invading army tells me exactly where she stands and why she would do it again.

How reliable, trustworthy, believable are the speakers you've read so far? After all, unlike you or me, THEY WERE THERE, at that specific point in time. Does that give them more or less credibility?

As with all humans, these people's memories have likely degraded over time.  Some details once thought important are glossed over in recollection.  Almost none of these voices admit any personal mistakes or missteps.  Gung and Hiep at times revel in their choices and experiences.  I have to wonder how much of this comes up to quell other less-pleasant memories or decisions.  In short, these speakers seem reliable and accurate in their accounts, but I have to wonder about the other material that was "left out".  Their roles in this conflict do lend credibility to their stories, but may also give them a reason to edit or embellish (to cover past culpability).

Are they objective and factual or do they suffer from too much subjectivity, too much time having passed, too much forgotten?

Their use of names (e.g. Westmoreland), dates (e.g. 4 May 1970), and other specifics (e.g. "OPLAN 37") lends credence to their stories.  Without any other contradicting evidence, I tend to believe these sections of their recollections.
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Mark  

VERY well written.  Your analysis of the credibility and objectivity questions was fabulous. I look forward to your other work

In the future, don’t break out each question individually.  Answer them all in one flowing paper.  BUT, do answer them all.  I’d rather read what you did then to be missing answers to my questions.

Finally, Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on 2.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one. (loss of a single point here)

Jennifer Hadley  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 06:18 PM

So first of all a little about me: I am 26 years old. I work full time as a marketing/transaction coordinator for a Real Estate Consultant in Eugene.  I am going to school almost full time (11 credits this term) and have changed my major a couple of times.  Right now I am looking at changing it to Business/Marketing with a history minor.  I have one sone who will be 6 in a couple of weeks.  Being a single parent is hard, and amazing all at the same time.  It often pushes me to do things that I never thought I could do.  In my free time, I run a prayer ministry for my Sunday school class at First Baptist Church, sing on the worship team, and teach a two year old sunday school class in the summer.  I enjoy cooking, singing, reading, rafting, and spending time with my son. 

I honestly don't know much about the Vietam war, which is why I am taking this class. I want to get a deeper understanding of what happened and why.  From what I do remember of my high school history class, I think that the lesson that Amerca should have learned was that sometimes we need to stay out of things. I am completely open to knew ideas and opinions, and if this course changes my thinking, than all the better.  I guess I would describe myself as on isolationist. I think that a lot of America's problems over seas are because we depend too much on other people and have spent so much time trying to be the top dog, that at any moment some one is going to sneek up behind us and we will be doomed.  I think that America should focus on the people that are here and figure out how to take care of our own.

Part 2

The story that really caught my eye and that really stuck with me when I closed my book was the story of Tran Thi Gung.  She is the woman whom at the age of 20 was a member of the guerilla force of Trung Lap Ha Hamlet near Cu Chi.  I never thought about the fact that women were part of the guerilla forces to. I think that the speakers are reliable.  They were there.  Of course they, like any of us, made their decisions based on the information that they have at the time.  There are many different perspectives on the war, and each one of them is as right as they can be at the time. I think that the most reliable source that you can get would be someone who has studied the war from all sides, learned what everyone was thinking and saying. But in retro spect it will not change the outcome or all the people that died; however if in order to change the present or future with all the gathered knowledge others need to listen.  I don't think that these people will ever forget.
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Jennifer,

To pick Tran’s story out of all of them, you provide two sentences of support.  There had to be more than that to make you pick that story.  

Your answers in the second part were much too brief.  The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  You were the first student to mention the better reliability of the observer/person who studies from all sides (namely, us in this class).  That was a nice insight and I agree.  I also tend to agree with your isolationist view in your intro… so many problems at home we can and should be able to solve.

Cynthia Kersey  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 06:17 PM

Week 1 -  Part 1 - My name is Cynthia Kersey. I am working on getting my AAOT here at LCC and transfer to OSU. I live just out of Waldport, which is on the coast. Some of my hobbies are reading, crafts and walking the beach looking for stuff. Most of my family is in Washington and California. I lived here in Oregon for the last 12 years of my life. I am taking this class because I love history, and I have great intrest in what happened durning that era in time. You asked what lessons I think that Americans should have learned from this conflict, I think peace, not war. I can not say much more because I do not know much about how this war started and what took place through the years, that is why I am also taking this class to understand better. Yes I think we have similar problems in contemporary society.

Part 2 - Wow, each story in part 1 caught my attention. I would say on page 15, Tran Thi Gung ( Ginger ) ...I have never really heard anybody from the other side, so I was amazed at what she and others went through. She was just a kid . I understand what she is saying though "She does not feel guilty because the Americans came to her country". I was amazed from reading what she said about the tunnels that they had there and how the openings were small so it was rare for a bomb or anything to get in there. I think that all of the speakers stand out in each of there own way, but the ones that really stick out to me are the "War Heroes" which were Roger Donlon, and Tran Thi Gung, which I have talked about, also "Paying the Price" which were Ta Quang Thinh, George Watkins, and Phan Xuan Sinh. Each one of these people brought out different emotions in me from reading what they did our go through.  I think the speakers are very reliable, and trustworthy because , like you stated they were there. Also the author Appy has stated in the preface about the interviews "some recalled those years more clearly than any historical moment since" and "emotionally wrenching" , I can see why, because for me to read what each person has said is just more than words can say, and that is my fellings, and I was not even there, they were. I am just happy they are alive to tell each of us today so we can learn from it , like we are doing in this class. I dont think that to much time can pass for these people to forget, it will be always there , just as if yesterday it happened. So I think they are factual.
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Cynthia,

Be sure to check your work for typos.  Your answers in the first part were much too brief.  The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  At the end, you say we have similar problems today, but fail to mention any.

#2 Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You mention 5.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.  

Re-read the last few questions. I asked about speaker credibility and subjectivity.  While you addressed them, and mentioned the author’s preface (very good), your analysis of why we should trust their accounts seems to rely only on their emotions and your feelings.

Peter Browning  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 06:02 PM

My name is Peter Browning. I love sports and enjoy writing, hopefully to turn it into a career someday. I signed up for this course because the Vietnam conflict is fascinating in all its external issues. Not just the root cause of the war, but the lingering affect, how it changed American society, and the fact that the current Iraq conflict seem to be eerily parallel to some of the same issues. We should have learned from the Vietnam war that fighting a group of people is much different than fighting a country, and guerrilla warfare doesn't seem to favor our war strategies. While i do not have any ties to the war itself or any of the conflicts that branched from it, it has always interested me.
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Peter

You failed to answer any of the part 2 questions, and even your answer to the part 1 questions (after the intro) was only 3 sentences.  The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  

Chris Jungjohann  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 05:45 PM

Week 1 Journal Entry

HST 195

Chris Jungjohann

I was born in 1985. Growing up with the Vietnam war as a part of history and not a part of life puts a completely backwards prospective on the entire event. Instead of learning about it when the issue started showing up on the front page of every newspaper, I heard fragments of opinions growing up until I put together what is a majority viewpoint regarding what happened, without having any real facts. As I heard it, we entered a country for a reason no one knows and lost a futile war at the expense of thousands of lives. All I gain now are the facts.

The facts of one particular story caught my eye the most. The woman named Tran Thi Gung. Her passionate fight in the war, fueled by her need to avenge her father makes her story the most convincing. The way her conversation is written reads as coldly as when she killed American soldiers. Her frankness in its necessity, the necessity to defend, shows how true the "opposing" side held their values.

I look forward to building my knowledge of this conflict. It was a part of history we clearly don't want to repeat, and I've heard many comparisons about our nation's current situation to that of the Vietnam war.
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Chris

Be sure to check your work for typos and sentence fragments.

Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper. You wrote:

The woman named Tran Thi Gung.

This is not a sentence

Your answers in the second part were much too brief.  The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  

Re-read the last few questions. I asked about speaker credibility and subjectivity.  I don’t believe you addressed those at all.

Gina Stalone  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 05:40 PM

Patriot Journal Entry #1

January 12, 2008

Well where should I begin... My name is Gina Stalone, I am 27 years old and very close to getting my AAOT degree from Lanesmile  I have been taking classes at Lane since the summer of 2005. I decided to go to college after 5 years of teaching elem. age special education...I wanted to teach and have my own classroomsmile I plan on becoming an Autism specialist once I have completed my masters. I have taken alot of elem. ed. classes and now I am finshing up the requirements for the AAOT. I have only taken 1 other history class at lane(Hist. 201) and I am looking forward to this onesmile I thought the Vietnam history class would be interesting because I have heard alot about it and met a few people that are veterans of the Vietnam War. I believe there are man aspects, perspectives and opinons of the war and I would like some clarificationsmile I will enjoy after this class to be able to knowledgably (SP) participate in conversation about the war when this topic arises. I am really looking forward to this classsmile I also think that from what little I have heard about the Vietnam War that there are similarites to the conflict in Iraq today. I think Americans should have learned that this war went on for a VERY LONG time and many lives were sacrificed on both sides. I can't honestly say "what Americans SHOULD have learned from this war" because I just don't know...YET. In my next paragraph when commenting on the part one story that caught my attention, yes I think  that our current society is dealing with similar problems today...

Part 1 Patriots by Christian G. Appy

I have choosen to comment on the story by Roger Donlan. It seems to me that the paragraph beginning with " Our Mission was to advise, assist, and train the Vietnamese." is almost close to being an exact quote I have heard a soldier make on the news today. Of coarse speaking about the war in Iraq. I do believe he is a reliable source , being that he was a reciepient of the Medal of Honor and a Green Beret Captain. I liked his story because I could almost picture a soldier today telling this story. I don't have much background about the Vietnam war or our current war ( which I must say I am a little embarrassed to say) but I think a soldier overseas if they read this story could most likely relate. I know that we are over there to train the Iraqis and to help build their armed forced to be able to protect themselves so I felt I could understand Dolans story a bit more. I have to say that I absolutely think that Donlan Is a credible source for the reason that 1. he was there and 2. this sounds all to familiar to our current war. This story also caught my attention because his words painted a clear picture in my mind and I heard his voice loud and strong. I think Donlan's story is probably very factual and also very opinonated but that is OK because he comes across with little bias and holds on to his memory of the war. I feel that Donlan was a good man and I appreciate him telling his story and doing the job he was given and it seems he did it well.

Just from part one and this weeks episode I can already tell that I am going to really enjoy this class. I like classes so much more when they catch my attention and keep me wanting to read and watch onsmile
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Gina,

Be sure to check your work for typos (many of them).  You wrote:

I believe there are man aspects … man aspects??? I’m guessing you meant main aspects.  Regardless, I though you were addressing some gender issue at first. (and you don’t get to add ‘SP’ after words you are not sure you spelled correctly.)

Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper, so you should also omit the smilies.

Fine job on the second part, where many students fail to address all of the questions.  Be careful to make it clear when you are shifting between talking about Vietnam and Iraq.

Colin Kohn  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 05:31 PM

My name is Colin Kohn.  I'm originally from St. Louis, MO and moved to Eugene in 2002 to go to school.  I graduated from the U of O in 2005 with a major in accounting and a minor in history.  I am back in school because in order to take the CPA exam I need to have 225 credits.  I am taking this course because I know nothing about the Vietnam War other than what you see in the movies.  My history focus in school and in leisure has always been colonial/revolutionary America, the Civil War, and medivel Europe.  It wasn't until last year when I read Che Guevara's biography that I became interested in the tensions between the West and Communism.  I see many similarities between the cold war and what America is dealing with now in radical Islam.  Vietnam and Iraq are both just battlegrounds on which a larger idealogical war was/is being waged.

The speaker that stood out the most to me was George Watkins, the American soldier that stepped on a mine and lost both his legs and eyes.  What amazed me was the attitude this man had about his experience.  He seems to have no hard feelings about his draw in life.  At one point he jokes about wishing he could get his hands on the guy that set the booby trap.  I can't fathom the strength this man has to harbor no ill-will against the enemy that took his vision and mobility.  He has great respect for the Vietnamese and blaims the politicians for the conflict.  I believe these accounts are very trustworthy and reliable on an individual level.  These are the people who actually fought and killed and felt the real impact of the war.  In relating the true hells of war, they are the most powerful statements available.  However, because they were so close to the action, their accounts are not reliable when looking at the big picture.  Sometimes war is necessary for the greater good and those most greatly affected have a skewed bias.
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Colin,

Nice intro, but be sure to check your work for typos.  Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.

While I agree with you about some similarities (then and now), as you said, you are just recently “getting to know” about the communism/anti-communism thing.  The influence and implications of this cannot be overstated, as far as I am concerned, and anti-communism has some very different traits than anti-terrorism/radical Islam.

In part 2, you saved yourself with a good analysis of the speakers being “too close” to the action and the big picture.  Just before that, although you had only written on Watkins, you said you believed all of these accounts were trustworthy.  That would not be a good conclusion to draw or generalization to make.

Charles Hamann  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 04:56 PM

Hello. My name is Charles Hamann III. I am 34 years old, a senior at UO (at least according to my credit count!) and have been at LCC for about 7-1/2 years as well.

I am taking this course because I have always been interested in the truth behind the Vietnam War. My father served in the Army there, just after Tet, and that's about all that I know about his service there-- that it was just after Tet. I have had many friends over the years that were involved both in the fighting and the protesting, and have developed my own ideas about the war and why it really happened.

I am very excited to be reading this book, the Patriots book. While I have known many who fought in the war, on our side, I have known no one who fought on the other side. I've met a few people who lived in Vietnam during the conflict and the years after, but I've never had the chance to talk to anyone who fought against us. I'm finding the book really interesting so far.

As for any lessons we should learn, and do we have similar problems in contemporary society, the answer to the last part is yes. There are very similar attitudes in America right now to those during the build up of the Vietnam war, and some of the very same problems are facing our troops and their leaders. It seems as though we haven't learned from our past and are therefore doomed to repeat it. This frustrates me to no end, by the way.

As for the lessons we should have learned, I'd have to say there are many. First, we are currently fighting an enemy who is defending their home and way of life. This didn't work in Nam and isn't working in Iraq right now either. Also, the idea that superior firepower, or superior numbers (bodies on the ground), is the answer to our struggles there is as ridiculous today as it was in 1965. When you are fighting someone who has no other option but to win-- or face the total destruction of their culture and homeland-- you can't overcome that with a few more tanks or fighter jets or soldiers. They will never stop fighting us until the very last one of them is dead. One would hope that we'd learned this lesson in Vietnam, but it seems that those who make the decisions, who coincidentally avoided that particular war (Vietnam) themselves, didn't get the memo that this doesn't work.

As for the second part of this journal, which authors I have liked the best, credibility, etc. I think that the two that hit me the most so far, oddly enough, were the very first two articles. The American General, and the North Vietnamese General. General Trainor's article hit me because he had two different experiences in Vietnam, at two different times in the conflict, and it was interesting to see how his opinion had changed over the intervening years. As for the article by General Dang Vu Hiep, what struck me the most was how short the article was. He summed up how the American government framed the events of one incident to best meet it's needs, yet also pointed out how faulty this summary was-- all in about 3 pages. I would have liked to have read more from him, especially since he was a long-serving warrior, from two wars in his homeland, but alas there were only those (almost) three pages. Perhaps he's also used again later in the book? I doubt it, as the author, Appy, talked in the preface about only using a portion of the stories he collected.

As for credibility, I feel compelled to take them at their word, at least as far as these stories go. I don't know enough about the specific events mentioned in the stories to be able to doubt them, and I can't see any material benefit to them for having fabricated any parts of the stories. I did see that the number of wounded in General Hiep's story differed from the number in the footnote, but that may have simply been due to being on the opposing side and not being able to stick around and count the wounded. He got the number of KIA right though. Also, we are forced, so far, to trust the author, Appy, to have vetted the stories as well as he claims to have done in the preface. He made sure, he says, to have verified that the folks talking about a certain event were there to witness it themselves, for example. There must be a level of trust with the author, or this book would be useless to me. I have to assume, until proven otherwise, that he did his homework as I would have done in presenting a book of this type.

One other thing, going to the idea of too much subjectivity. I think that this whole book is based on the subjective point of view of those who were there, or who were here and making the decisions about what happened over there. Subjectivity seems to be the point. Just my opinion though!
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Charles,

I like your passion in your writing. My advice would be to avoid cliché phrases such as “get the memo” and “Nam” in your academic writing.

Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on 2.  As a result, you lacked some depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.  

Fabulous analysis of the credibility and subjectivity questions.  You were the only student to take on the author, and what he included (and not) in this book.  I look forward to more of your work.

Andrew Fletcher  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 04:53 PM

Andrew Fletcher

Patriot’s journal entry 1

 Part 1: First off my name is Andrew Fletcher. I am eighteen years old and this is my first year at lane. I'm taking this course because I really like history; it's my goal to teach AP US history in high school and coach football. I don’t have too much of a connection to Vietnam. One of my dad’s friends from college was in Vietnam but that was about it. I think that the American government and people need to know when enough is enough. Too many American lives were taken during Vietnam, fighting a war that really would have no end because the enemy would never tire, never seize, and never surrender. Sounds a lot like the war in Iraq, or should I say conflict because that’s what it is now. Enough is enough then, and that should be the same now.

Part 2: I think that the story that caught my attention most was the second story in the book, Dang Vu Hiep was a commander on the Vietcong side of the war. And up until I read that account I never thought of it from the other side. And it really opened my eyes because I never thought of it like that. I always thought of the Vietcong as terrible savages who loved killing Americans.

 I do have a problem I have noticed. That I believe every single persons testimonials. There are some contradicting parts in some of the stories where I am confused. But what I do is I take everything with a grain of salt. (I hope I used that term correctly). I look at the situation where there is more than one story and then I deduce what I think happened. Which seems to be the best way to do that. I love how contradicting both of the commanders were about how the war really got started.

 I have come to an early assumption that I fight with. I think that the war in Vietnam was not Americas fault or Vietnams fault. But if you look at the history and how the cold war was going, I think that the war in Vietnam was just a way for America to blow off some steam over everything.
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Andrew,

Kudos to your employment goals.  I began my career as a high school teacher (yes, AP History) for 6 years.  (No football coaching, though.)

My advice would be to avoid cliché phrases such as “when enough is enough” and “blow off some steam” in your academic writing. Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.

Your answers to some of my questions in the first and second part were too brief.  The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  So take some more time with them.

Finally, I am glad that you are struggling with the testimonials.  In this day and age, we can’t just believe what we read.  (Heck, we can’t believe what we see, half the time.)  All of the account should not carry equal weight with you.  And I think upon completion of this course, you should have numerous more answers to the questions and assumptions

Kristina James  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 04:25 PM

                   Part One

My name is Kristina James, I prefer to be called Kristi but it won't hurt my feelings if you call me Kristina. I am twenty-seven years old, a wife to a loving man and a mother to two wonderful boys, four-years-old and seven-months respectivly. I have have been attending Lane since Winter 2006 and with a lot of hard work will graduate with my AAOT this spring. I plan to continue at the U of O to obtain my B.A in History with a possible minor is spanish. From there I hope to get my masters in Education with a teaching credential, and my ulitmate goal is to then get my Phd in Education with the dream of someday teaching at Lane of the U of O.

     As to why I am taking this course, like I said I am a history major, so this interests me. I would say that my interest is much more humanistic then mechanical. By this I mean that I look at history more as a study on people and how their actions and reaction or lack there of has shaped and continues to shape our lives and the world we live in, verses, the basic dates and names of so called "important people and events.

    As far as I can tell the only connection I have with the Vietnam War is that my uncle was drafted but did not serve do to health problems, his younger brother's draft number was never called.

     The main Lesson I fell should have been learned be America from the Vietnam War is that there is a lot of people out there that does not what "Uncle Sam" putting his nose into their Business. America should not alway get involved with the conflicts of other nations. We are not the Hero of the world that we see our selfs as. With that being said, we should also remember that no matter how much we may dissagree with a war that our country is invovled in, we must always support our troops. They are the ones who are dieing while defending our feedoms - they are out there away from the ones they love- doing their jobs. Unfortunatley it seems that america has not learned this lesson for we are invovled in yet another war that has questionable motives.

                   Part Two

     The story that really pulled at my heart was that of Roger Donlon. Talks about the emotions envovled. When he spoke about John Houston and how he had just recived a letter letting him know that his wife was going to be having twins and that she later lost one of the twins due to premature birth and that that baby is buried with his father at Arrlington, til actually brought me close to tears. I have never heard it put so well, as when Roger said " The Casualties of war go far beyond the immediate battlefield." Roger shows us that the death of one can affect so many.

     The stories of the people I have read so far have have given me no reason to doubt their trustworthyness. Like you said they were there. I such a horrible time, when pain and death were an everyday event, I have the tought that most of what they saw and expereanced was still left unsaid. I don't think that you could ever forget events like thoses that these people had to endure. The sharpness of the memory may dull with time but the memory is true non-the-less.
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Hi Kristi,

I’ll let you know right now that I’ll probably make the mistake and call you Kristina, because that’s the name in Moodle.  (I go by Joe, by Moodle says Joseph, so as you can see, even I can’t change it.)

Hooray, a history major.  I don’t see many of those.  I think there is only you, maybe another, and a history minor in this class.

Be sure to check and re-read your work.  There were many typos /spelling problems and sentence fragments.  Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.  My advice would be to avoid cliché phrases such as “putting his nose into their business” and “hero of the world” in your academic writing.

Your answers to the speaker credibility and subjectivity questions were much too brief. I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  

Patrick Lamson-Hall  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 12:46 PM

I’m 20 years old, a product of the products of the Vietnam War. History has long been the most stable tool in my academic arsenal; my warhorse, if you will. I can count on history to keep me interested and keep my GPA healthy, as a rule. I graduated high school in 2005 and traveled a lot, worked a few different jobs, and failed out of Hobart and William Smith College. Now, I’m trying to find my way back into a college environment, and taking a history class was recommended to me as a way to test my prowess. All of which fails to address why I decided to take this particular course. I’ve done American history, sixteen different ways, on my own, in classrooms, on the internet, with private tutors. I am an American history buff. I love the stuff. But, unfortunately, I don’t know anything about Vietnamese history. I am taking this class to see if I can round out my knowledge of America’s greatest fiasco, by hearing a few voices from the other side (or, as I realized while reading the interview with the South Vietnamese soldier, the other other side.) My personal relationship to the Vietnam War is tenuous at best. I didn’t fight in it, and no one in my immediate family fought in it. My grandfather was in SAC in 1965, when the conflict really began to amp up, but he wasn’t associated with it in any way. His field was missile safety. But all Americans born after the war have enjoyed the rise in morals and standards of decency brought about by the peace movement, and I am no exception. The word “Vietnam” haunts our national lexicon, shaming the perpetrators, liberating protesters, humbling the mighty. Colonial and neocolonial thought patterns, and deeply endemic racism, found their logical extreme in the war. The architects of those thought patterns were chastened by the sudden disastrous breakdown in their systems of oppression, and the cause of imperialism was set back, possibly permanently. In the last few years we have seen a resurgence of the imperialist, racist, colonial spirit, by the same egomaniacs who perpetrated the Vietnam War. In the face of undefined threats, perhaps Americans have forgotten the images of the last few US Nationals mounting a helicopter atop the embassy, North Vietnamese swarming the streets of Saigon beneath them, and 58,000 body bags filling the cemeteries of formerly bucolic suburbs. We might need a reminder that our own hubris is our greatest enemy, and that tactical approaches and technological superiority are no match for a 2000 year old culture, forged like a sword under the high heat of constant conflict. Mercifully, Americans have learned not to fight an East Asian ground war. Maybe now is the time to learn the same lesson about the Middle East.

Lieutenant General Trainor’s interview was the most striking to me. On page 4, he speaks about the appearance of legitimacy behind the involvement in Vietnam, viewing it as the logical extension of the battle against communism. He says “We didn’t see any distinction between Chinese and Soviet Communism. We had seen the Communist attempt to take over Korea, we had seen what they tried to do in the Philippines with the Huks…We say what they were trying to do in Indonesia with the PKI and we now saw their attempt to take over Indochina. We didn’t identify it as a nationalistic or patriotic war; it was Communist expansion.” This is a high ranking officer in the United States military talking, and it indicates that the military was choosing to address the war in Vietnam as a small battle in a larger struggle, rather than address it as a specific conflict. That kind of weak thinking, refusing to acknowledge the distinguishing characteristics of various conflicts, is what undermined our efforts in Vietnam. Every situation is specific and distinct, and trying to prescribe one formula for fighting a series of wars is a self defeating strategy. General Trainor’s opinions changed between his first tour and his second, as he saw the breakdown of the United States military effort and came to understand the complexities of the situation. However, speaking to him 30 years later, he still accepts the tacit logic behind the war in Vietnam, that it was a battle in a war against spreading Communism. I read in The History of Latin America, by Noam Chomsky, that the United States government concocted and exaggerated most conflicts between Communists and Imperialist forces, to further the growth of the military industrial complex. Chomsky was writing specifically about the overthrow of democratically elected Communist regimes in South America, in the same time frame as the Vietnam War. Although he doesn’t go into the details of conflicts not pertaining to South America, I doubt that the United States would pursue a policy of lies and subversion in one region of the world, and a policy of honest in another. The General accepts without question that Communism was spreading, that the domino theory of global communist expansion was legitimate. It is an example of the lopsided revisionism that is common the armed forces. Trusting yesterday’s assumptions, despite the apparent falseness of the same assumptions today.

 That calls into question the reliability of primary sources like interviews. Primary sources are, by their nature, limiting in scope. It is easy to have an extremely myopic viewpoint, failing to take into account the aspects of a situation that become apparent with more historical insight. A soldier in a battle is very well equipped to talk about his experiences in the battle, but not necessarily equipped to talk about the implications of the battle within the framework of the larger war. Indeed, as accounts from the First World War, the Vietnam War, and the civil war indicate, an individual solider might not even be able to determine with any accuracy whether a given series of maneuvers was tactically successful, beyond their immediate achievement of concrete goals. Going to primary sources for objective and factual insight is a flawed approach to history. To achieve an accurate picture of a historical event, especially one as large as the Vietnam War, can only be done using a synthesis of primary source, secondary source, and tertiary source documents from all sides of the conflict. The issue isn’t one of time having passed or things having been forgotten. The issue is the limited nature of the experience of an individual, compared to the quasi omniscient abilities of a group of historians to combine those experiences into one synthetic narrative, representing the total experience of the war.
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Patrick,

Very well written.  You have an acute grasp of the terminology and a depth of knowledge which will not doubt help you in this course. I look forward to your future work.  

My advice would be to avoid cliché phrases such as “really began to amp up” and “driver seat” in your academic writing. Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.

Your sentence that intrigues me the most was this:

But all Americans born after the war have enjoyed the rise in morals and standards of decency brought about by the peace movement, and I am no exception.   My reaction was, so NOT seeing blood and bodies on the television today is a rise in decency brought about by the peace movement?   I can see where that would be just the opposite.  The government, rather than the peace movement, learned to censor all wars since Vietnam and NOT let blood and bodies make it to the 5 o’clock news.  I’m not sure that this development is altogether a good thing.

Ahh, more to think about.  And I apologize, in advance, if I’ve completely misread or misrepresented what you meant.  You should know that this single sentence and my response is not at all an influence in your grade on this assignment.

Shannon Archuleta  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 12:37 PM

This is my third year at Lane and I’m working on a transfer degree to OSU. I decided to take some electives this term, and I was interested in taking this course because it’s something I know almost nothing about. I don’t remember even really talking about it very much in any history course, and definitely not to a point that I understood the reasons behind the war.

I don’t have any relationship to the war, it seemed to be in between generations of people who were in the military in my family. Since I don’t really know very much about the contributing factors of the war, I’m not sure what Americans should’ve learned. One thing I know is that many Americans seemed at the time, and now (like me) to not completely understand the conflict. I think this is something we see today as well, with our current foreign policy and conflict in Iraq. Many Americans seem uninformed, and unfortunately I am one of those people as well.

After reading Part 1 of the Patriots book, I would say almost every story was very moving. The one that stuck out the most to me was the interview with Phan Xuan Sinh who was a platoon leader for the ARVN. His experiences were fighting against the Viet Cong, in a country that was home to both. I think his story stuck out the most because his experiences were related to bystanders of the war, the fisherman, and the old couple who live in the "free-fire zone". It’s interesting to here from another side about the destruction and heartbreak experienced from this war, and how it affects those who aren’t even fighting.

I think most of the speakers were very trustworthy, and credible because they were part of the war. I think it would be very hard to feign that sort of emotion that comes through when they speak about the past and how it’s affected their whole lives. The only person that really surprised me was Tran Thi Gung, the Vietnamese woman who fought for the Viet Cong. To me, it seemed she was very cold and unforgiving, showing less emotion that most of the other speakers when talking. I suppose that’s what made her so effective as a guerilla for the Viet Cong. It seems to me that something so traumatic happening in your life, would be very hard to forget or embellish. That makes me feel that these people have very factual and emotional accounts of their experiences.
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Shannon,

Honest introduction.  Thank you.

Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote about Phan Xuan Sinh, but then spend time on Tran Thi Gung.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.

But, I do like how you used her account to say “hey, this one was different”.  Maybe you could have or should have written on this one, is she stood out so much.

While you addressed the last few questions briefly, your analysis of why we should trust their accounts seems to rely on their emotions and your feelings.
Kohl Thacker  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 12:13 PM

Patriot Journal entry #1

My name is Kohl Thacker. I was born and raised in Montana. I went to the University of Montana for about three semesters until, deciding I didn't know what I wanted to do, I stopped going. I moved to Oregon about 13 months ago because I got a job as a conductor for the Union Pacific Rail Road. I decided to take this class first of all because I want to finish college and I need to get back into the swing of things. Second because my current schedule, or lack there of, will only allow an online class. Finally, I decided on this class in particular because I enjoy history and would love to learn about the Vietnam War.

 I don't really feel any personal connection with the war itself, though I have listened to a lot of music that was written during and after the war and a few songs mention it. My Father was drafted in 1967 but entered the air force in 1968 and spent most of his time serving in either Greece or Great Britain. He really didn’t talk that much about it when we were growing up. I do feel that his political views were affected by experiencing the war and have since been passed down to me. He has often mentioned however that if it wasn’t for the war there may still be a draft. If so, this has probably affected me the most since I may have gone to Iraq.

 There are two big lessons the U.S. can take away from the conflict in Vietnam that I can see, before diving into the information. The first is obviously that their military strategy was incorrect, since I am and always have been under the impression that we "lost" the war. I feel that if the U.S. would have tried different combat strategies rather than the same basic attacks with air-strikes and marching soldiers around in an un-familiar and booby-trap ridden jungle. We may have been more effective in winning the war and succeeding in Vietnam. Even though these other strategies may have cost more lives in the process, or perhaps fewer, they may have succeeded in what the American and Vietnamese governments were trying to accomplish. We can us this lesson in future or present day wars. Next, the Government needs to listen to the public in a much more timely and in-depth manner. Especially if the people making theirs opinions heard are well educated and respected members of our society or military.  I think we should have probably left Vietnam earlier than we did. When the protesting started and then escalated the president should have listened to and considered the voiced opinions much more closely. 

 I see similar problems in today’s society in that the president doesn't seem to be listening to opposition of his plan in Iraq. Though the protesting isn't as loud as it may have been during the Vietnam War I believe that opposition is going to get louder the longer we are at war. Similarly, the people of America seem to very deeply divide as far as whether they appose or are for the war in Iraq. The next similarity I see is we seem to be fighting a war that has a lot in common with the conflict in Vietnam. We have an enemy that is very illusive, and blends very easily with the allies.  Also, the enemy is fighting for much more than we are. We are fighting for resources and trying to combat terrorism. Our enemy is fighting for their beliefs, religion, and freedom. Like the Viet Cong our enemy to day is very impassioned about their fight. Though I think we have taken a lesson from Vietnam in that we seem to be trying to defend and befriend the people of Iraq on a more personal level.  

The interview in the Christian Appy reading that caught my attention the most was the Jo Collins interview. I wasn’t that shocked by the fact that she didn’t know where Vietnam was or that she accidently said prescription instead of subscription. It made me feel more of a connection with her. Maybe because she was from Oregon but her honesty about her brief ignorance made me respect her opinion and her testimony about what she experienced. Her recollection of the soldier she saw who had stepped on a land mine almost brought tears to my eyes in how she related to him and the other soldiers she met and how happy they all were to see her there. “Because here were these boys who had to go and they were like myself—they didn’t know where Vietnam was.”  It made the soldiers seem more “real” to me. These soldiers that were drafted or willingly joined were fighting a war some of them knew nothing about but they went and fought. Similar to Jo, she knew very little about where she was going but she did her job and went anyway.

The speakers that stand out the most are Tran Thi Gung and Bernard Trainor. Gung stands out the most first of all because she was the only woman in her unit. It is unusual for me to hear of a woman that is considered to be a war hero. Second, she had a very empowering reason to be fighting for the Viet Cong. Avenging the death of her father was, I’m sure, a very strong motivator. Also, seeing the corruption of her government first had and deciding to fight it is very inspirational and justifies her cause and fierceness all the more. Finally, she described the methods of fighting that the North Vietnamese used first hand. It showed how strong of a defense they truly had and why they were next to impossible to search for and destroy. The next speaker, Bernard Trainor, sticks out because of his duties in the war and the Marine’s ideas of a new battle strategy. The words “Top Secret” always draw attention and the Studies and Observation Group was just that. Though, despite there title and the “just fantastic” boats, Trainor felt their missions were often not as successful as they could be without the South Vietnamese willingness to annihilate the enemy. He had to take the cultural differences into account with his ideas for a battle plan that involved South Vietnamese troops.  The story of the attack on the Leper hospital sticks out as well. It shows that Trainor knew that his side wasn’t infallible and neither was the intelligence they received. On his second tour in Vietnam he described his tactics used to fight and their ineffectiveness without tremendous casualties. He disagreed with General Westmoreland’s search and destroy tactic. The only thing that may have saved his career was his blind luck in finding the underground Viet Cong head quarters and the list of Double agents. The tactics used in attrition were “the dumbest thing to do” in Trainor’s and other marines opinion. The bottomless pit of enemy’s and their unending passion to fight for their cause made victory unattainable. Trainor knew this and yet Westmoreland kept on the doomed course without trying other approaches. Trainor’s interview seems to put the reasons we lost the war into a few paragraphs.

I believe the interviews in Appy’s book to be creditable because of the fact that they were there. The amount of time that has passed since the individuals experienced the war is irrelevant. Something as dramatic as being in battle and seeing the horrific things that happened in Vietnam would be burned painfully into your memory forever. Another reason I believe them to be reliable is that there is opinions from both sides of the conflict that have similarities. Such as the methods of fighting the Vietnamese used.  The reader gets information from two very different experiences, and two very different points of view. There may be some biases in interviews because of the simple fact that the interviewees are giving opinion. Also they’re opinions are certainly swayed by dramatic experiences and loss that they experienced in the war. Overall the information recalled by the subjects is creditable as, again, I am sure it has and will remain with each of them forever. 
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Kohl,

Very thorough job.   Well done.

Normally, I’ve added this suggestion to students:

Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on 3.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one. 

Fortunately for you, you didn’t lack any analysis in your Jo Collins story, so you escaped what certainly would have been a 1 point deduction.  I look forward to reading more of your work this term. 

John Beltran  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 10:59 AM

I have always enjoyed learning about history, and I am planning to continue studying more when I transfer to the U of O. Some of the reasons I am taking this course are because I have always been interested in this time period in America and its foreign policy. My personal connection to this conflict is somewhat close. All of my uncles served in the military, but only one was sent to Vietnam, and many of my father’s friends served in Vietnam. I believe there were many lessons to be learned from this conflict, some of them would include the strategy that was used in this conflict, and the image America had created in the eyes of the Vietnamese civilians. This conflict does relate to our society, and the situation that we are in, in the Middle East.

Roger Donlon and Tran Thi Gung’s stories stood out the most for me. In Donlon’s story it shows how difficult of a situation he was in, where he could not trust a third of his men, and they were more likely to kill each other rather than the enemy. Even in this circumstance Donlon showed great courage to rescue others. In Gung’s story it really shows the Viet Congs dedication to their cause. It is apparent that her personal dedication is still very strong, and she has no regrets to what she had to do. I think these peoples personal accounts are valid because they were there, and in the types of situations and atrocities they had witnessed it would seem hard to forget.
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John,

Your one sentence answers in the first part were too brief.  The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  

Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on 2.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.  

Re-read the last few questions. I asked about speaker credibility and subjectivity.  I don’t believe you addressed those well enough at all.

Michael Lambert  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 10:42 AM

Hello my name is Michael Lambert.  I am in my first year here at Lane. I am planning to transfer to University of Oregon after this year, to pursue a degree in planning, public policy, and management. After I have a degree I want to be a public relations person for a company, organization, or possibly a public official. I am taking this class because in order to a public figure I feel I learn as much as possible about the events that have shaped today’s public policies. I have no doubt that the Vietnam War changed the way do things today.

 There should have been many lessons learned from Vietnam. I only have a limited knowledge of the Vietnam War coming into this class. I have only met two people who have participated in the war. Both men were high school teachers I had. The first man I have no clue what he did or anything else because he never would talk about it and even when he was honored on Veterans Day he would never rise and accept the honor. The other teacher was fine with talking about the war. I learned he was a door gunner. He said he was discharged after being shot by friendly fire. The bulk of my knowledge about the war has sadly come from Hollywood’s perception of the war.

As far as today’s society goes, I do not see any similarities. The wars today are completely different because even though in Vietnam Americans did not know who the enemy was, the war today our enemy is a terrorism which is an action yes there are terrorist but they are innocent citizens until they do something. Also there is not the same protest here on the home front.

Wow the patriot book is amazing. I enjoy hearing stories from peoples past. It was like I was sitting there hearing these stories in person. The only difference is with the Vietnamese guys I would not be able to understand them. I did not like the other book as much it was pretty boring, it did not catch my attention at all. The story in part one of the patriot books I liked the most was the war heroes. I like all the stories and the way they illustrated in some cases both sides of the war. I appreciated Roger Donlon’s story the most because he was obviously a very intelligent due to the fact he was highly decorated and a leader. Also the time in the war he served. He saw the war before it grew out of control. I feel by reading his story he is a strong and reliable person. I respect him for his words of the American flag that was my favorite part of the story. I could not imagine being in his shoes and surviving that attack from the Viet Cong. I believe he is a true war hero.
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Michael,

Be sure to check/re-read your work for missing words.  I found a number.  And you have some awkwardly worded sentences, such as:

the war today our enemy is a terrorism which is an action yes there are terrorist but they are innocent citizens until they do something.

Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.

Re-read the last few questions.  I asked about speaker credibility and subjectivity.  I don’t believe you addressed those at all.

Mindy McMahon  Last edited: Saturday, 12 January 2008, 12:39 AM

Hi Class, I am Mindy McMahon. I am an Identical twin and also a mom to a beautiful 2 1⁄2 yr old girl. I work full time for a property management company and am taking on-line classes to hopefully get a human service degree. I took this class because I was interested in finding out about the history of the Vietnam War. I don’t remember learning much about it in school. I just felt it was something I needed to know. I have some friends who have grandparents or even there dads who served. I have one friend whose father served over in Vietnam and he has some horrific stories. He suffers from night terrors and flashbacks. He was diagnosed with hepatitis C, which he had gotten from his time serving and he also a story about a bomb exploding near him which left part of his face scared. It’s incredible to me to here these story’s, but it is a touchy subject with him. He watched a lot of people die. I can’t even fathom what people might have gone through.

I am not sure what Americans should have learned about this conflict. I am not sure why we were at war with Vietnam. I do know with this latest war how we should stand behind our soldier’s and support our troops. I have heard people say that it is a repeat of Vietnam and when people disagreed with the Vietnam war it some how came across to our soldiers as us not being supportive of our troops over seas. I am not sure if that came out right. Other than that I need to read about the war and watch the videos before I can make a statement on what we should have learned or done different.

After reading Part one in the patriot book I was amazed. Part ones stories gave me some idea of what they endured in Vietnam. I can’t imagine participating let alone surviving the Vietnam War. I wasn’t sure which story to pick they all were intense, but the one that stuck out the most was Trah Thi Gung. Trah Thi Gung was a little girl when the Southern Soldiers called puppets had killed her Father. The puppet army was part of the Saigon government. The Trah Thi Gung then at 17 joined the guerrilla government. She believed her mission was to continue her fathers cause. She wanted to do something to help liberate her country. So she joined the guerrillas and they would wait in fields into there fighting trenches and would wait to attack American’s and southern soldiers. The guerrillas called them sitting ducks. Trah Thi Gung also talked about how they would perform a funeral mass for the living it was basically a funeral for Trah Thi Gung this way she could here what everyone had to say. In the end of her story she made a good point about never feeling guilty about the killing. She felt like her actions were justified. She said” wouldn’t you kill me if you saw me pointing a gun at you”. She also said if I went to America and killed people there, I would feel very sorry and guilty. Since the Americans came to her country, she doesn’t feel guilty. It is instinct to protect what is yours. I can’t say I blame her for her actions.

I think everyone is trustworthy to a point. These people have told there story’s over and over and some things could be over embellished, But I didn’t think so. It seems like most have and still have nightmares of what they endured. I’m just in shock over there story’s. I can’t imagine putting myself in there shoes. There seemed to be a lot of confusion and misleading information of what the American soldiers were getting them selves into. I would give everyone who served in the Vietnam War more credibility because they were there. They were the ones who witnessed everything. This seems like a hard thing to forget, they have to live with there actions for the rest of there lives. I don’t think they would ever be able to forget what took place. I don’t think they are any different from you or me. We have to ask ourselves what we would do if we were in that situation. Instinct is to survive and protect what’s yours whether that is you’re: family, friend’s country etc….
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Mindy,

Honest introduction.  Thank you.

Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  While you picked just one (good for you… many other students wrote on 2 or 3), you proceeded to spend most of the paragraph giving me a narrative of what that person did or said.  I wanted to know WHY you picked them.

Finally, you wrote:

I think everyone is trustworthy to a point.

I was excited, hoping you’d focus on just what was that point, or how you determine that point.  You never really addressed that and seemed to conclude that you trust them all.  Don’t be afraid to question what you see and read… that is precisely what we will be doing in this class over the term.

This paper is a fine start to the term.

Danielle Geils  Last edited: Friday, 11 January 2008, 11:54 PM

PATRIOTS JOURNAL

ENTRY # 1

             My name is Danielle Geils. This is my first year at Lane Community College after graduating from Sheldon High School in June of 2007. I am taking this course to further educate myself on the Vietnam War after admitting that I do not know much information about it. I come into this class not knowing much but hope to come out fully informed.

In part one I think that the story of Ta Quang Thinh, in the section of Paying the Price, stood out to me the most because after being hit by a bomb from a B-52 he was the only survivor. You can feel his pain when he explains how sick he was of the war and all of the issues that come along with it. Explaining that savings, houses, plants, and animals were affected just as much as anything else really caught my attention. I believe that all of the speakers are trustworthy and reliable. How can we tell them that they are wrong or misleading when they are the ones that were there and lives through these experiences? I believe that their stories and tales are factual and objective but that may be exaggerated to a point but I believe that after time has pasted that everyone exaggerates to a point, but that the their main idea or fact is true. The way the book is set up makes me more interesting in the book because I get to hear many sides to one story compared to just one side of a story.
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Danielle,

To pick Ta Quang Thinh’s story out of all of them, you provide just three sentences of support.  There had to be more than that to make you pick that story from the rest.

Your answers at the end of the first part and in the second part were much too brief.  The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.

Finally, as to the comment “How can we tell them that they are wrong or misleading”, that is precisely what we will be doing in this class over the term.  You do mention them being “exaggerated to a point”… go with that.  If they exaggerate, then are we reading the truth?

Marci McMahon  Last edited: Friday, 11 January 2008, 11:42 PM

I am Marci McMahon and I have been at Lane for a year and one term. I love school. I am taking all on-line classes this term. I had surgery last term and I was sick with an infection for two months. I was on so many different antibiotics. I hate pills, which didn’t help. I am cured and all better now, but my doctor doesn’t want me to get sick. I thought on-line classes would be perfect. I will at least have less contact with germs. I also work full time to make ends meet. I am an identical twin and my sister and I are both in your class. We have a movie night once a week and now we watch your videos. I love history to. In high school they don’t spend enough time on one topic. I am taking this class because I have a lot of friends with fathers who were there. I saw the looks on their faces when they talked about their stories and I wanted to cry, a couple times I did. These stories and what these men went threw, just made me want to no more . Most my friends dads can tell a few stories, and then they need a break, but I have one friend who’s dad can’t even finish one without triggering an episode. So here I am wanting to understand.

The lessons I think we should have learned is that human life and giving up is winning. There are so many lessons I think people personally learned themselves, Especially the ones who were there. I don’t know much about Vietnam, so I can’t say what we learned. I think I would value life more. I wouldn’t take my friends for granted and I think I would thank god for every day I was alive. I think we should really think about going to war. I think before we go to war we should think about all the wars fought before. We should even think of what it would be like to fight a war on our own land, then we could understand how the other people might feel.

During my readings I had to stop a bunch of times to regain my composure. Most of these stories made me want to cry. I have a very visual imagination. I have always believed there is to sides to every story and I love how the patriots book allows you to hear from both sides. I liked the story of roger Donlon who was the first man to receive the medal of honor. He stated that the Vietnamese that were helping them turned and tried to take down their camp in the middle of the night. I would never be able to trust another Vietnamese. I would have been so scared and probably would have died. It takes a really strong man to fight and save all his friends and not quit in those circumstances. He deserved his medal of honor. I think this war could have been better if they had better communications. Ever camp should have been warned that a camp the day before was attacked. They could have been more prepared. They held on forever for help. How do you keep faith after so long. I think everyone should get medal of honors for just surviving. The sad part is they never got a break, they would start another day and it probably meant more fighting. I liked the way he just told the story, as if it was just another day. I can’t say his story isn’t true. I was not there; however every one was influenced by someone in the war, he told the story from what he new and believed to be true. In the Vietnamese stories you can tell even though they lost so much to them they won, because they never gave up. They kept fighting for what they believed in. I think in any trauma stories there are certain things they are more specific about than other things, but if you were there and people were shooting at you, how much do you think would be accurate. Everything happens to fast to really no, and it was dark. I don’t think they will ever forget what happened. This was a traumatic time, but I think some wish they could. Tran Thi Gung, now she is amazing. Losing her father and joining the guerrillas at seventeen. I couldn’t believe how her story goes its like there is no emotion other than it was what it was. When she talks about shooting an American just so others will run to their need, and they do this just so they can shoot more Americans. She was just being smart, but its as if it’s a game and not looked at as human life lost. What she says at the end really does make sense, “ If someone is pointing a gun at you, are you just going to stand there or are you going to shoot.” We did invade their land to. I do enjoy both books, its just sad to hear people actually went through all of this, the world went through this, and even the land suffered. I just don’t understand how war is justified.
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Marci,

Nice intro, but I do not understand what you mean when you write:

The lessons I think we should have learned is that human life and giving up is winning.

Be sure to check your work for typos, wrong words that the spelling checker misses but a grammar checker would catch, and sentence fragments. Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.

You wrote:

Everything happens to fast to really no

You meant to write:

Everything happens too fast to really know

Avoid using hypothetical questions in your assignments to me… (How do you keep faith after so long?)  I’ll be the one asking the questions and you will have to provide those answers.
Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  Everything was fine and you went on to the credibility and subjectivity questions, but then you started to write about Tran Thi Gung.

Proofreading and organization are two areas which, if addressed, will help with your next journal assignment.

Alex Fraser  Last edited: Friday, 11 January 2008, 10:24 PM

I am 22, a former Marine working to get a degree after a break from the service. I got out in June and it's a welcome since I was always deployed which left no time for school. I work at Made in Oregon and enjoy it even though it's my first job aside from the military. I like advocating for equal rights for the GLBT community and wildlife preservation. I love sports, music, history and writing. I love Snoopy ^_^ and Gir. I am taking this course because I'd like to learn how it all began and have a better understanding of the conflict. I'd say my only relationship to this conflict is that both my grandfather and father fought in it. I think what Americans should learn is to research a conflict before getting involved or not be quick to dive in and "fix" it. Also help and welcome home troops. Perhaps look at the history and cause of an event. Maybe not be so rash with a decision. I do think we have similar problems in contemporary society because if you sit back and observe society, it seems like everyone is in a hurry and wants to get things done. No one really takes the time to pause and think it through. Look at the way we got involved in Iraq, we wanted to retaliate but we don't even know the real reasons why we are still there. There is also the idea that some people have been calling Iraq the next Vietnam. It is an on going conflict where troops don't even know why they are there, it seems to never end. The only difference I can find is that we (the troops) are being helped and are being welcomed when we come home.

The story in Part 1 that caught my attention was War Heroes. It caught my attention because as a service member who fought in Iraq, we are always tagged with "hero." As a service member we are also often infatuated with the idea of being a hero and wanting to know what makes a hero. The speakers that stand out the most to me are Roger Donlon, George Watkins and Phan Xuan Sinh. I thought that their stories were the most believable and I found that I could relate to their experiences due to my family and time in the military. Most of the stories I found were believable and credible except for a few. The few that I found that were not trustworthy, are Bernard Trainor and Tran Thi Gung. It is hard for me to believe an officer, especially one so high as he was would go out on enemy lines even if it was with his unit. As a Marine, never in my career have I had a high ranking officer risk his life with his unit. That stuff may have happened in the fifties and in the past, but today you just don't see that. When I was in Iraq, our Lieutenant Colonel went with us on convoys but he never put himself in immediate danger patrolling. As for Ms. Gung's story, it was apparent she hated anything and everything democratic and American but to survive from shrapnel in the head is very laughable. Most injuries to the head are very critical. She may have been valiant but I just don't believe that she was ok after the head injury, especially in a crude jungle hospital. Some of the speakers spoke with a sense of truth and passion, for example, the hospital experiences and the confusion of war. I could really emphasize with their experiences. I don't think being in Vietnam would give them more credibility. After all we weren't there, and they could have construed a story from observation. To say something is factual in the stories is very hard since they have described what we never learned or heard about in texts. We could only assume it's factual. I thought the stories were very subjective since they were trying to recount what was seen and experienced.
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Alex,

Fine intro.  Be careful to avoid writing as if you were talking face to face. Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.

Be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You mentioned 3 stories and wrote only one sentence on why they stood out for you.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.

Your analysis of the credibility and subjectivity was much better.  I’m glad you are critically questioning what you are reading.  Don’t go overboard and assume that you are reading entire fabrications.  Vietnam was different… officers did risk themselves and die along with the recruits.  You are correct. That is not the case today.   Do focus on perhaps WHY you thought Gung’s story was less believable.  You can’t assume she didn’t have a head injury, but you can comment on WHY you think she talks about it.  Do you feel that she is posturing, being tough, a tough woman, for the American historian listening to her story?  Now that I can believe.

Christen Ramos  Last edited: Friday, 11 January 2008, 09:40 PM

My name is Christian Ramos. I am 27 years old and I am originally from Puerto Rico. I joined the U.S. Army after graduating from high school in 1998. I spent 4 years in active duty and then I moved to Oregon to attend the University of Oregon; I also joined the Oregon Army National Guard to continue my service. After my freshman year my unit was activated for 18 months for a one-year deployment to Iraq and came back to school after my return.

When I graduate I will receive a commission in the U.S. Army through the U of O ROTC program. ROTC requires that each cadet take a class about a military conflict involving the United States. In U of O most of these classes are history classes but there are some classes offered through the Political Science department that also meet this requirement; my professor of military science viewed your course description and said it would ok to take it.

My father did two tours in Vietnam, and my uncle did a tour as well.

I think the biggest lesson we should have learned is that we cannot underestimate the enemy and their will to continue fighting. I think we made the same mistake after the fall of Baghdad in 2003 when the U.S. did not prepare for the insurgency that came afterwards.

The story of part 1 that caught my attention the most was the one about Deiedre English. The reason why it caught my attention is because she began the story in 1966, and she still didn't know that there were U.S. troops fighting in Vietnam, which have been there for a year already. This brings light to me as to why people did not trust the government.

First off, I thought the demonstrations really began a few years after the war started (like around 68' or 69'). But now I see that at the beginning it was probably because Americans felt deceived by our government for not informing the public of the current events.

I think this story is credible for the most part, although I'm not so sure about the images of the Vietnamese villagers in the museum.
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Christen,

Fine job for the first assignment.

While you did the first few questions of part 2 well (picked just one story to focus on) the last few questions were not answered well. Re-read the last few questions.  I asked about speaker credibility and subjectivity in Part One of the book, not just that of Diedre English. The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development.  

Kevin Norelli  Last edited: Friday, 11 January 2008, 07:54 PM

My relationship to the Vietnam war has been both sporadic and emotional. I was born in the early 80s, and as far back as I can remember asking about politics, I remember hearing about Vietnam. During my adolescence in the middle 90s, I visited Washington D.C. for a small family vacation along the East Coast. I recall clearly amongst the fun and entertainment a visit to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, from which I watched my parents emotionally copy a name. Since then, it has been an issue that never fails to resonate deeply within me.

The lessons to be learned from the Vietnam conflict are broad and far-reaching. There are pragmatic issues, such as the grim reality that superior technology does not necessarily mean a clean and assured victory. There were intense and meaningful debates about Nationalism and what it meant to be an American. And then there are the more visceral issues, such as how much and of what a human life is worth. There is no doubt in my mind that many of the same problems we had then still persist today. But this is not to say that we did not learn from them.

To me, the single most striking story thus far is the account of George Watkins, an infantry soldier who was left severely wounded and blind by unspent American munitions converted to a land mine by enemy soldiers. Despite the anguish and suffering he experienced while in Vietnam, and despite the fact that his life as a normal, productive citizen was prematurely ended by another man, George Watkins holds no grudge against the people he was fighting. Such compassion in the face of adversity shines as a beacon to those of us trying to salvage something good out of human misery.

It appears that the speakers selected so far were able to achieve a tremendous and precarious balance between emotion and reason, of subjectivity and objectivity. Perhaps it was the timing of the interviews, allowing enough time to pass to wash away some of the more bitter memories. Or perhaps it is the only way to regain one's humanity at the end of such a ghastly ordeal. No matter the reason, I would say these poignant memories suffer neither too little nor too much of anything.
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Kevin,

Very well written.  Terrific job up until the end.

Re-read the last few questions.  I asked about speaker credibility and subjectivity. The questions I asked required much more depth of thought and written development than you provided here.  In the end, you seemed to imply that all of these accounts are fine/equal/credible/etc.  We will need to critically examine the evidence we are presented with this term.

I do look forward to reading more of your work this term.  

Brookly Froemel  Last edited: Wednesday, 9 January 2008, 09:19 PM

Pt 1:

My name is Brook Froemel and I am a Human Physiology major. I'm originally from Ventura, Ca (So Cal), but moved to Eugene about 1 year ago. I am taking this particular course primarily for my pre-req requirements, but also because I have been a student of yours in the past and enjoyed you, as a teacher. Since this the only history class you are teaching this term, this is the class I chose!

At this point, I have no relationship, connections, or even opinions about the Vietnam War, but I'm hoping (and pretty sure)  that by taking this course will change all that.

As for my opinion of weither or not we have similar problems in todays society, Yes, I do believe so. I believe that even people, individually, have the same issues. People/Governments/Countries fight all the time about who is right/wrong because someone believes something that another doesnt. It apart of everyday life. The battle will never end; its one lesson never learned.

PT 2:

Jo Collins' story caught my attention the most. It was, to me, more heart-felt than all the others. I even cried. When the gentleman who got blown up requested to see her and all he wanted to say was "Hi Sweetheart..." I couldnt help but shed tears. Its a stroy that I will never forget.

Although Jo Collins' story was my favorite, George Watkins, as a speaker, stood out the most to me. His grammar was the first thing that caught my attention. The other thing that really stood out to me was his thought and opinions, or feelings I should say. He lost his eyes, and both legs, yet he still can laugh about the experience. I also notice that through all that, he still manages to light up a cigarette!

I believe that the best teachers, or people to take advice from, are the people who have "been there, done that." So Yes, I do believe that these people are more reliable, believeable,and  trustworthy than most others, and it does give them more credibility. I also, truly, believe that in times so hard and harsh that it doesnt matter how much time has passed, the visions and memories will ALWAYS last and be imprinted in your mind. Memories with such meaning will never be forgotten.
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Brookly

Thank you for the kinds words.  Glad to have you back.

Be sure to check your work for typos/spelling and sentence fragments.  There were a number of them.

Even though this assignment is called a Journal, it is less a diary and more an academic paper.

Also, be sure to do exactly what the questions ask you to do.  In this case, I asked that you pick a single story that had the biggest impact on you.  You wrote on 2.  As a result, you lacked the depth of analysis needed if you spent the time and words on just one.

Re-read the last few questions.  While you addressed them generally, your analysis of why we should trust their accounts seems to rely on their emotions and your feelings. In the end, you seemed to imply that all of these accounts are fine/equal/credible/etc.  We will need to critically examine the evidence we are presented with this term.

I do look forward to reading more of your work this term.  

Traci Petrowski  Last edited: Tuesday, 8 January 2008, 07:20 PM

My name is Traci Petrowski. I am originally from Western Michigan. My husband and I moved to the West Coast in 2001 and to Portland, Oregon in 2003, and recently we moved to Eugene in 2007. We came down here so that I could run and manage a new office for the company I have been working for for the past 4 years. I am working for Jani-King a franchising commercial cleaning company.

I am taking this course because it caught my eye and counted towards credits to complete my bachelor's. I am also taking this course because my father was drafted into the army and sent to Vietnam. He doesn't really talk about it so I wanted to get a sense of what he went through over there.

I think that American's should learn to mind their own business sometimes. It seems to me that we are always going into countries where we don't belong and taking over and causing mass destruction. I really am not that familiar with this war, as far as the background and the reasons why we decided to get involved. That is something I am looking forward to learning through this course. It seems that we still have this type of conflict today because we are currently in another country (for the second time)fighting for peace between 2 countries.

The story of Tran Thi Gung really caught my attention. I found her story intriguing because of what happened to her father. It seems to me that if her father was not murdered her life may have turned out differently. It also seemed to me that she actually reveled in killing Americans during the war and that if she could she would do it all over again. Gung's account of what she went threw is definitely believable she tells the story as if it happened to her last week, such vivid details.

I think the stories are both factual and objective. These people were all there and they all saw what happens to human beings during war time. Most of the stories seemed to be factual because they all had emotions attached to them. For instance, the story of Watkins. How can a man who lost his eyes and legs in a war more than 30 years ago not be affected to this day by what he endured. He still has to live with the reality of war everyday he wakes up and he can not walk to his bedroom window and look out and see the sun. 
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Traci,

I’ve got an uncle who served and never talks about it, so I can relate.

I asked that you choose one story, which you did (sort of), but you lacked the depth of analysis needed.  You touched on two areas, but didn’t elaborate. Would you/could you be like her if your father had been killed?  Why or why not?  Tran Thi Gung seemed to revel in her killing of Americans.  Isn’t that a bit strange, especially after all this time?  Did other speakers in part one behave this way?  Why do you think that is?   This last I ask would also have given you a bit more on the last few questions. 

Re-read the last few questions.  I asked about speaker credibility and subjectivity. In the end, you seemed to imply that all of these accounts are fine/equal/credible/etc.  We will need to critically examine the evidence we are presented with this term.

Of course, then you started talking about another speaker (Watkins), which, while interesting, did not help to develop what you had started to discuss before.

Finally, avoid using hypothetical questions in your assignments to me… (How can a man who lost his eyes and legs in a war more than 30 years ago not be affected to this day by what he endured.?) I’ll be the one asking the questions and you will have to provide those answers.

Good start.  I look forward to reading more of your work.
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