Here is the grading scale out of 25 points possible.

A >=23 - excellent work

B >=20 - above average work

C >=18 - average

D >=15 - below average

There were no less than 8 questions that needed to be answered in this first assignment.  Few students answered all of them well, and half of the questions could have been answered without reading a single page of the textbook

Here they are again, from the Patriots Journal #1 Instructions.

   1. Why are you taking this particular course?

   2. What is your relationship, if any, to the Vietnam conflict? 

   3. What lessons do you think Americans should have learned from this conflict?

   4. Do we have similar problems in contemporary society?

   5. Which story in Part 1 of the Patriots book caught your attention?  Which speakers stands out? 

   6. Why?

   7. How reliable, trustworthy, believable are the speakers you've read so far?  Are there accounts more or less credible?

   8. Are they objective and factual or do they suffer from too much subjectivity, too much time having passed, too much forgotten?

In an online class, convincing the instructor that you are reading the textbooks, watching the videos, and incorporating both into your knowledge-base is of the utmost importance.  Never meeting face-to-face requires that you accomplish this formidable task with your writing alone.  If you've taken a quality online class before, you know this is the case.  If you have not, then I hope my comments, feedback, and prompting will help you quickly get "up to speed".

In the second assignment, a public forum in which all students can read all other students' responses, you will see, firsthand, the varying levels of answers, from those that are excellent (A) to those that are below average (D).

This was the very first assignment in this class.  I am certain that as the course continues, student work will improve.  Be sure to read the feedback I have given to each of your journal entries, as it should help you on the next journal assignment.

