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Reading all of the stories that Appy included should have an impact on anyone that '
reads them. All of them ha}t{e at least something that can influence people in one way .

or another. George Watkins story caught my attention from the rest primarily for the

part in the story where Watkins said, “I knowed very little about Vietham. | mean what

| know now about it and what | knowed then is just from scary. | didn’t really pay a

whole lot of mind to it. | just knowed that we was fighting over there against

Communism, so-called. | started doing more thinking about it after | got drafted, in

basic training, trying to find out more, but in there it was hard to find out anything.”

This comment made by Watkins)impacted me so much | had to stop reading to think

about it] How could the US.A. send men and women to fight a war that they knew

notlhlin'g about? How can you expect someonle to give their IifevIorIEt fiiqflorlzm&%e EX* Les g |
politicians and then not educate them about it? Does a doctor just go to school for a

couple of years to learn the mechanics of a surgery or do they study countless years \
to become educated and know why they are performing it? Watkins said that even 9 ‘
when drafted it was “hard to find out anything”. It sounds like the leaders were v.ogf - \
purposely withholding the true reason for sending people to war, and scared of ) P.’(( e
Americans turning on the war, they kept everything a secret. | feel Watkins to be a

reliable speaker for a few reasons. First Watkins was there in person, to me this |
makes him more creditable because there is nothing like living an actual event. To see

with your eyes the sights, to take in the smells, and sounds and use your senses is
the ultimate way of being able to truly know what happened. Second Watkins said

“l

did not hate them”, when talking about enemy forces. Watkins lost both his legs and \,',:-‘ - e
eyes and still has the courage to say he, “did not hate them.” Most experiences | ha\a A A ';f\,\’“
had with veterans have been negative when they refer to whom they were fighting. $0 "

Watkins however was different he looked at it in a way taking in both sides. Time has ,,s‘ q_
passed since Watkins‘experience but | do not think what hippqnpq_qye_r_ig__yiqt_ngm U |

will ever be forgotten no matter how much time has passed) In Henry Pruniers’ stc;ry it

is very frustrating the fact that America sent in troops to help train the very people

they would eventually end up fighting against. In history books in high school they do

not talk about how America supported the Viet Minh, supplying them w]thn%:veapons

and training, and even worse gaining the trust of the Vietréamese people that they

would be supporting their fight against Japan. Henry talkg about many years later PT
seeing General Giap one of the most prominent surviving members of the North
Viethamese military, “ grabbed an orange and made a motion like he was lobbing a

hand grenade. Isn’t that amazing? | actually did teach them how to throw hand

grenades.” This just shows how America dealt with war in Vietnam, they were not

sure what they were fighting for, and even when they did, they felt that they could just

cortfu !l e TL:«y it !é_/\(‘u_,-i-wc.z»a- 1943 ?‘«[‘)C{f

http://classes.lanecc.edu/mod/assignment/type/online/file.php?id=77613&userid=10080 " “ Page 1 of 2
dres hee iy



