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After reading Part 1 of Appy's book, the story told by George Watkins (p21-25), was

nothing short of heartbreaking. Here's a good 'ol boy from Appalachia who 'knowed ¥ ¥
very little about Vietnam', telling his story. That's as raw as it gets. From his two- el '
minute lesson on the M-60 machine gun through the moment he stepped on that

mine, Watkins' story is not diluted or sugar-coated in any way. Of course he makes a
comment (regarding the war) that it was a 'political mistake', but he holds no

bitterness( How can it be that this man was drafted, sent to a country he knew

nothing about, fought in a war that made little sense and crippled him, shows no

y
Dy = hatred'?Perhaps a twinge of survivors guilt as he traced his fingers over the names of - W
\(\J\Q ' men killed from his outfit during his visit to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall
. saying, “I guess that made me feel the worst that | have felt since I'd been home.”

. This also tells the tale of how strong of an individual Mr. Watkins truly is. Many other
soldiers came back from Vietnam not only with catastrophic combat injuries, but
haunting flashbacks of what they went through over there. This man lost both his e s
eyes, AND his legs, yet has found a way to keep going, WELIe o;thers simply can't deal B

turnlng to drugs or alcohol to help them cope. In all too many cases, some just give pe

up and commit suicide. George Watkins is a survivor, and his first-hand account of
the Vietnam War is brutally honest and believable even though it's not fact-filled with
history of the confllct It's the war story of a simple-man that was just doing his job.
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Many of these stories have a common viewpoint, that the Americans were arrogant,
and@.vas an extension of power. Reading these stories makes you grind your teeth,
Yo —because in essence, you can apply a comparison to the current events in
\/\" Irag/Afghanistan. We're supposedly helping these countries regain their
independenge. It s aII bullshit and political handjobs:Phe truth about these conflicts
eventually surfaces any years later, after most of the polltloal key players are dead A

United States.
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The whole Tom Dooley situation was another one that got under my skln Dooley
“self-promotes” his doings in Vietnam to a family friend; the Chief of Naval Medicine.
Next thing you know he writes a book and becomes a poster child for a US soldier
fighting Communism in Vietnam. Like the news reports, it was all sensationalized or
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