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Aok ty 3l
Each of the stories in part one of the assigned book stuck out to me in

different ways, serving different meanings and provoking different
emotions. However, the one story that seemed to really stick out to me was < &
the chronicle of George Watkins. George Watkins was a grunt soldier in
Vietnam, where while serving his Country he lost both of his legs and both
of his eyes when he unknowingly stepped on a land mine. Before Vietnam
changed his life forever, George was just a good old boy from the
Appalachian town of Big Stone Gap, Virginia.Throughout the story his
Appalachian roots were strongly evident as he talked A&hich at the end of
his story he admited he was embarrassed @f and asked the author if he could
help make him sound a little smarter. I found the way he talked endearing
and honest and am glad that the author didn't change George's speech.

:  When talk of a war started in the U.S and young men his age were being

» drafted, George knew it was only a matter of time before his name was

drawn. In his story he talks about how he almost didn't go to Vietnam

because of his high blood pressure but after being ordered to lay low for

three days his blood pressure returned to normal. When I first read that, I

could only imagine the disappointment George must have felt and the

J ;’ e horror of being told that he was really going to Vietnam, a place he'd never

even heard of. George mt very clear that when he was drafted he <¢
didn't know where he was going or why he was even going there and just

';. - did what he was told, revealing just how young and oblivious he was. I
% J 7. Dbelieved every word George Watkins said in his testimony. The way he
i; F «,\ 2 talked with such innocence, even now, reflecting as an older man, shows
; . 3’\2}' just how young he was when he was thrown into the war and the everlasting
o e stronghold it's had on his life. Out of all the stories in part one I found that
w\\g\ George's story had the most credibility. No one will ever know what he >
. went through in Vietnam, except him and his brothers in uniform that o ?
wj«; - fought beside him. He lost his limbs for the war, not even knowing what he Jf ¥ >
was fighting for, only doing what he was tomﬂl_bﬁ@\ {J . 7
@an, who's lost his limbs, that his experience isn't credible” Even after ! f {'of
all these years, George still remembers every detail of his journey in Uaf J,"
Vietnam, as it changed his life in more ways than anyone could ever know . s
or understand. & A
NF e
It's hard to point out one story in this book that is more of a “w"‘ ;’

disappointment than the other, as the topic discussed is a disappointment in dl"
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