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Course Description


This course will examine the historical, political, economic, and cultural relationships between Vietnam and the United States throughout the 20th century.  We will explore the history of the American War in Vietnam and investigate cultural representations of the war as well. Using a wide range of sources, including historical narratives, autobiography, journalism, fiction, poetry, music, television, and film, the course asks students to explore the larger relationships between history, memory, and representation.  In addition to more traditional textbooks, we will also read Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried, and view and discuss films such as The Deer Hunter, Rambo, and Platoon. Students will complete a number of projects related to the course material, including several short papers and exams.

Assignments and Grading

Your grade in this class will be based on the following criteria:

1. Attendance and Participation (15%)

Regular attendance and participation are required for this class. You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the readings and actively engage with your classmates.  Please note that while I expect participation from everyone, this does not simply mean “talking a lot” in class.  Rather, thoughtful comments and questions in response to the assigned texts and the ongoing discussion will be the determining factor in this part of your grade. More than two unexcused absences will result in a lowering of your final grade by one-half a letter grade for each absence.  Any excused absences (religious observation, approved university-related activities, illness, or family emergency) must be documented and should be arranged in advance. In-Class work missed for documented, excused absences must be made up within one week; work missed for unexcused absences may not be made up.  Consistently being late or leaving early from lectures may also result in the lowering of your final grade.
Note that in addition to the twice-weekly class meetings, you are also required to attend a few outside events or film screenings, so please plan your schedules in advance.  From time to time, we will also do in-class writing assignments or other short written take-home work to prepare for class.  Failure to complete these assignments will result in a lowering of this portion of your grade.  In-Class work missed for documented, excused absences may be made up within one week; work missed for unexcused absences may not be made up.

2. In Class Quizzes/Writing Assignments (15%)
Throughout the semester, we will have four in class quizzes or in-class writing assignments.  The purpose of these is to check your understanding of the course materials and to make sure you are adequately preparing for class.  These will be unannounced, but will be “open note,” so if you keep up with the class and keep good notes, you should we well prepared for these activities.  Your score will be the average of these four scores. Any in class writing or quizzes missed for unexcused absences may not be made up and will result in a score of zero.

3. Two Short Papers 30% (15% each)

You will write two short (around five pages) papers this semester.  The first paper is due on Wednesday, February 22, and will be based on our discussions of US Military strategy in the and book Working Class War.  More specific guidelines will be given out in class as the assignment approaches.  The second paper will be based on our discussions of representations of the war in American culture, and will be due in class on Thursday, April 19.  Again, more specific guidelines and expectations will be given out as the assignment draws near.

4.  Independent or Group Project– (15%)

Over the course of the term, you will also do one “independent project” for the course.  This is a chance for you to think outside the box a bit, and to pursue some aspect of our course along with some of your other interests.  Some examples of these projects might be developing lesson plans for a High School history class if you’re a secondary education major; or a short paper on poetry or short stories about the war if you’re an English major.  You may work independently or in groups of 4 or less for this project, and each individual/group must meet with me to discuss their projects.  This meeting must take place no later than Friday, February 1.  Each project will be different, and students are encouraged to be creative and to focus on something that is of particularly interest to them.  More specific guidelines for this project will be distributed in class.

5. Final Exam – (25%)

Our final exam will be held on Monday, April 24, from 2:45-4:45, in our regular classroom.  The exam will consist of several Identification, Short Answer, and Essay Questions, and will cover the entire semester.  We will have an optional session toward the end of the semester to review for the exam.

Grading Criteria:

· An “A” grade reflects a comprehensive knowledge of the material and going above and beyond what the assignment requires.  “A” projects show evidence of careful proofreading, a well constructed argument that is supported throughout the project with appropriate evidence, and a synthesis of ideas, opinions, and the material under consideration.

· A “B” grade fulfills the assignment and demonstrates good analysis and a strong argument.  “B” projects make connections and demonstrate good command of the subject matter, but may fail to be as comprehensive as “A” projects in their attention to detail in both presentation and content.

· “C” projects reflect average work, a working knowledge of the subject matter and an argument that is not developed to its fullest potential.  A “C” project is likely to be lacking in attention to proofreading, creativity, and synthesis, demonstrating instead the minimum amount of work needed to complete the assignment.

· A “D” Project is indicative of limited or marginal comprehension of the subject matter, a poorly constructed argument, and a general failure to address the assignment appropriately.  Lacking in proofreading and attention to detail, a “D” effort reflects a lack of both effort and understanding.

· An “E’ project is unsatisfactory in nearly every way.  “E” grades reflect a general lack of understanding of the assignment, the material under consideration, and/or a failure to complete the assignment as instructed.
*Note: For purposes of tabulation, I assign grades numeric value according to the following formula:


A (93-100); BA (88-92); B (83-87); CB (78-82); C (73-78); DC (68-72); D (60-67); 

    (A grade of E is valued at anything less than 60, and failure to complete a given assignment will result in a score of 0.)

Course Policies and Expectations:

Attendance: (see “Attendance and Participation,” above, and “Behavior,” below.)
Academic Honesty:
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate Catalog (pp. 274-275) that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.  Violations of academic integrity will result in at least your failing of the assignment and/or the course.
I also recommend visiting the library’s website on plagiarism: http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism.  It provides useful information on citing sources and on the distinction between paraphrasing and plagiarizing.

Email:
The only email address that should be used for communication between WMU students and WMU faculty and staff is the email address associated with a BroncoNet ID.  This email address typically takes the form "firstname.middleinitial.lastname@wmich.edu."  An example is buster.h.bronco@wmich.edu.  Students cannot automatically forward email from this address to other addresses.  Students can access this email account or get instructions for obtaining a BroncoNet ID at GoWMU.wmich.edu.  

Note: Contacting me by email is the best way to get in touch with me.  Please be advised, however, that I while check my email regularly Monday-Friday between 9am and 5pm, I check it more sporadically at home and on the weekends.  So, if you email me at 11:30pm the night before class, do not expect an immediate or timely reply.

Special Needs:

Students who require special assistance with any aspect of this course are encouraged to see me as early in the semester as possible to make necessary accommodations.

Other Policies:

No cell phones, PDAs, or other electronic devices may be used during exams, quizzes, or other in class work.  Cell phones and any other devices that may annoy your classmates or the instructor should be turned off when entering the class.  While you may use a laptop computer to take notes in class, no computers will be allowed during quizzes, exams, or other in class work.
Behavior and Expectations:

During any interactions with instructors, assistants, or classmates, students are expected to behave in a respectful and courteous manner.  Disrespect towards your fellow students or myself will not be tolerated. Disrespect, verbal abuse, or harassment of your instructors will absolutely not be tolerated.  This class is not so much about providing “the right answer” as learning to ask the right questions based on the materials presented to you.  As such, it is crucial that you come to class prepared to actively participate.  While I hope that we will all challenge one another throughout the semester, we need to so in a respectful and courteous manner.  Disrespect towards your fellow students or myself will not be tolerated.  The classroom we construct together needs to be a SAFE space, but not necessarily a comfortable one. While I do not expect disrespectful behavior, students will be given one warning such behavior, which may include but is not limited to, talking in class, inappropriate computer use, reading outside material (i.e., newspapers, etc.).  Should another incident occur after the warning, students will be asked to leave the classroom and will not be permitted back into the course until they have met with me to discuss their behavior. Students should feel free to come to me at any time with any questions or concerns about these policies, or any component of the course.

Required Texts

Chris Appy, Working Class War
H. Bruce Franklin, M.I.A., or Mythmaking in America
Robert McMahon, ed., Major Problems in the History of the Vietnam War

Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried

Marilyn Young, The Vietnam Wars, 1945-1990

Ereserve Readings (items marked with an asterisk [*] are available on Ereserve; instructions for accessing those 

readings will be handed out in class) 

The books are all available at the bookstore, most online book retailers, and, with the exception of McMahon’s Major Problems, are on two-hour reserve at the library as well.

Schedule of Meetings, Readings, and Assignments

Wednesday, 1/11: Introductions


- Introduce ourselves and the course; Go over syllabus, expectations;


- In class film: Roots of War from Vietnam: A Television History

Monday, 1/16: No Class – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Wednesday, 1/18 - Colonialism and Vietnamese Nationalism Before 1945


Readings: 



- Major Problems, Chapter 2 


Monday, 1/23 – The United States and Southeast Asia I


Readings:  



- Major Problems, Chapter 3



- The Vietnam Wars, Chapter 1

Wednesday, 1/25 – The United States and The First Indochina War


Readings:



- Major Problems, Chapter 4



- The Vietnam Wars, Chapters 2 and 3

Monday, 1/30: Escalation: From JFK to LBJ

Readings: 



- Major Problems, Chapters 4 and 5



- The Vietnam Wars, Chapters 5 and 6
Wednesday, 2/1: The American War “Begins”


Readings: 


- The Vietnam Wars Chapters 7 and 8 



- Working Class War, Chapters 1 and 2
Monday, 2/6 – Constructing Enemies and Allies, I


Readings: 

- Major Problems, Chapters 9 and 11


- Working Class War, Chapters 3 and 4

Wednesday, 2/8 – Constructing Enemies and Allies, II


Readings:



Le Ly Hayslip, “Open Wounds,” from When Heaven and Earth Changed Places (63-101)*



Tang, “Foreword,” “Life in the Maquis,” and “Race Against Death” 

from A Viet Cong Memoir, (156-185)*



Erhardt, “Guerilla War,” and “Making the Children Behave” (poems)*

Monday, 2/13- The Rules of Engagement I


Readings: 



- Major Problems, Chapter 7



- Working Class War, Chapter 5-6



- Young, Chapter 9

Wednesday, 2/15 – The Rules of Engagement II: My Lai



Readings: 



- Major Problems, Chapter 8



- Working Class War, Chapter 8



- Hersh, “What Happened at My Lai,” (410-424)*


In Class Videos: Four Hours at My Lai; Interviews with My Lai Veterans
Monday, 2/20 – A Doctrine of Atrocity?


Readings:



- Readings on Tiger Force Killings*



- In Class: Discussion of My Lai, Atrocities, and War Crimes

Wednesday, 2/22 – The Tet Offensive


Readings:



- Major Problems, Chapter 10



- The Vietnam Wars, Chapter 11

DUE: Paper #1, at the beginning of class

Week of February 27: No Class – Spring Break

Monday, 3/6 – The Antiwar Movement


Readings:



- Major Problems, Chapter 13



- The Vietnam Wars, Chapter 10



- Franklin, “The Antiwar Movement We Are Supposed to Forget,” (47-70)*


Begin watching The Weather Underground
Wednesday, 3/8 – The Antiwar Movement, II


Readings:



- Working Class War, Chapter 7 and 9



- Fallows, “What Did You Do in the Class War, Daddy?”*


Finish The Weather Underground
Monday, 3/13 – Voices from the War and the Era

Guest Speakers:


Huan Le, Veteran of ARVN


Frank Jamieson, Veteran of the Antiwar Movement


Mike Cooper, US Vietnam Veteran 


Bill Krasean, US Vietnam Veteran and Journalist


Readings: (Start Reading Tim O’Brien)

Wednesday, 3/15 – The Things They Carried, I


Readings:  O’ Brien, The Things They Carried
Monday, 3/20 – The Things They Carried, II


Readings: Finish O’Brien, The Things They Carried
*Tuesday, 3/21 – Tim O’Brien Lecture: 7pm, Miller Auditorium, Mandatory Attendance
Wednesday, 3/22 – Nixon’s War


In Class: Debriefing from O’Brien Lecture, Begin Nixon Discussions


Readings: 



- Major Problems, Chapter 12



- The Vietnam Wars, Chapters 12 and 13

Monday, 3/27 – Nixon, Kissinger, and Cambodia

Continue Discussion of Nixon, Kissinger, and Cambodia

In Class Film Clips: The Trial of Henry Kissinger


*DUE: Last Possible Day To Turn in Independent Projects

Monday, 4/3 – The Fall/Liberation of Saigon and the Missing Peace


Readings: 



- Major Problems, Chapter 14



 - The Vietnam Wars, Chapter 14

Wednesday, 4/5 – America Held Hostage?

Readings: 



- The Vietnam Wars, Chapter 15 (selections)

- MIA, or Mythmaking in America, Chapters 1 - 3
*Evening Screening: The Deer Hunter (1978), Time/Place TBA

Monday, 4/10 – The Scars of War: A Post-Traumatic Society 


Readings: 



- Dreyfuss, Apocalypse Still: The Next Generation of Agent Orange
- Others TBA*




*Guest Speaker: Dr. Ed Tick on PTSD, War and the Soul

Wednesday, 4/12 – “Do We Get to Win This Time?”

Readings: MIA, or Mythmaking in America, Chapters 4 and 5

- Halberstam, “Platoon” from Oliver Stone’s USA*


- In Class Screening, Rambo (1985) 


Evening Screening: Platoon (1986), Time/Place TBA


Monday, 4/17 – War, Memory, and The Wall

Readings: 



- Erhardt, “The Invasion of Grenada” (poem)*


- Haas, “Making a Memory of War” *

Finish Discussion of Rambo and Platoon

Wednesday, 4/19 – Final Thoughts


Readings: Laird, “Iraq: Learning the Lessons of Vietnam”*


DUE: Paper #2, at the Beginning of Class
Monday, April 24, 2:45- 4:45 – Final Exam
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