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Part one
Roger Donlon's story proved most impacting to me, due mostly to the amount of
chaos it contained. Besides being so far away from home and in war time, a
large amount of the forces fighting for him turned traitor and attacked him. The

many references Donlon makes to a lack of higher intelligence shows just how wnclta

chaotic the entire experience must have been, to all involved.
*,.That shows you how bad our communications were with higher headquarters.” (Appy 14)
The few terrible accounts of fellow soldiers being shot and dying serve to

Donlon's credibility. He is believable because he was there, first hand, fighting

and getting shot at. The informationpresented in his story is objective and is told Condon iAo /
s S ————— LoaTra W

@éééfd‘ing to his best recolleclion-Of course, A few details are potentially ik L
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missing due to the sheer terror and confusion of the early morning attack in the

complete dark and th tmﬁérous?&ﬂrﬁéﬁ)lhat was expected to be on his side.
-
Donlon's mention of the fact that respect is really just g.deep, deep lovéyforces

one to conclude that he is not bending reality for any sort of political gain and
his story is an authentic one. — Mot e et de heve 42 L cleaver,
Part 2
Of the many disappointing stories contained within the second part of
the Appy's book , Tillman and Thomson's remarks appear most troubling to me.
These men wéfe not listened td and were at the same time aware of the general
consensus being that President Johnson and his administration were

unapproachable in certain respects. This shows that a huge amount of

confusion and a large lack of checks and balances were used to make major

decisions in dealing with Vietnam and the overall attempt to negate
communism. In Thomson's account, he admits to signing paperwork which he
believed to be reconnaissance but also involved murder; —  tree<ls -c,,c(J(q wet 0~ X DO v it

/
“They were taking pictures and shooting at anything they wanted to. | was l ks AP~
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authorizing quite a bit of killing with no knowledge of what it was all about and it
staggered me.” (Appy 116)

It boggles the mind to think that in the making of war on another country, and
with the amount of high level people involved in decision making that something
like this could happen so easily.

- . . 0
There are positive lessons to be learned from these stories. ¢
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Transparency in information is very important before the making of real time war
decisions. Checks and balances also should play a huge role in determining if

and when striking is necessary. The whole affair should prove that ultimate

\d
SL\"’ ~ 1 fait?‘,ghould be placed on the President as he is only a man. Perhaps, even a
q_/ -
e mor@_inﬁt‘é_ﬁj governmenbwouldprove more useful to counter confusion and the
mob minded mentality that caused such Ve we =1 [y

“crazy and deceitful policy making.” (Appy 115)

The hope that comes out of all this is that we as a nation of people deemed it

necessary to protect andpurport the freedoms that we have come to love and
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