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	William Wymer  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 09:22 PM

	
	Hi, let's start out with my name is Bill Wymer. I am married and have three children. I came back to college when my son graduated from high school a few years ago and my wife graduated with her Masters Degree in Education. I talked it over with my wife and figured that if we were telling the kids to go to college and get their degrees, that I should also lead by example and finish mine. I am working on a transfer degree in business. I now have two kids that go to the U of O and one that still in high school. I took this course to start my history requirements. I choose this course after seeing it on the on-line courses a few times and it interested me from the first time that I seen it. I was in the Army and am a military brat, so anything dealing with how a war or military action shaped our history interreges me. I do not have any connection with the Vietnam war or know a lot about it, so this course will open my eyes to some new facts and views to how it shape our history and what role it played. I do believe that what I have heard from some family friends that it changed the ways that people look at what the military is doing and why, it also changed how people treat soldiers when they come back from doing their duty. 

I have to say that I found all of them very interesting, but the three that stand out to me were Bernard Trainor, Tran Thi Gung, and George Watkins. Bernard Trainor's thoughts on how we as the military should have been seen and the actions that we should have taken could have had a different outcome in how things played out in Vietnam. Then with Tran Thi Gung's story, it was interesting on how someone against the U.S. military saw and reacted to us being in Vietnam. I think that her last statement said it all, if she went to America and killed people there, then she would feel guilty. But since we went to Vietnam then she was doing her duty to protect her country and her way of life and did not feel guilt in killing American soldiers. I think that if the roles were reversed then the feelings would be the same as hers. As for George Watkins I liked where he did not hold a grudge or hatred against the Vietnamese, even with what happened to him. He had a very real outlook at the war and why they did what they did and that they were protecting their way of life and did not understand why we were there. 

I think that all of them were credible, reliable, and trustworthy. I do believe that they were also factual as well as with anyone that they were subjective to the way that they were brought up to believe and what had happened to them in the war. As for the last part I do not think that anyone that has been in a war could forget anything of that magnitude no matter how much time passes.   
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	Paul Slaughterbeck  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 08:54 PM

	
	Journal #1 Part 1

My name is Paul Slaughterbeck.  I am from North Carolina and have been living in Eugene for about six years.  This is the first college course I have taken in ten years, since I attended Appalachian State University in Boone NC.  My desire to take this course comes from many places.  In a general sense I have always enjoyed history as a subject and as a means to achieve a better understanding of human nature.  I have always heard and believed that history is cyclical and, thus, much can be learned about the present and future through it's study. The reason that I chose this period of history to study and learn more about comes from a more personal place, however.  My father served in the Navy during the Vietnam War and I know very little about his experiences there.  I know that he served on the USS Providence, based in the Subic Bay, from ~ 1970-1972.  That is about all I know.  He died in 1986 of cancer (the idea of his death stemming from Agent Orange, even though he wasn't a ground troop, has always been in the back of my mind) and so the most obvious means by which I might learn more is no longer available to me.  One of the most clear lessons that I feel we should have learned from this conflict as a people is that we should not let fear be used against us as a tactic to make us do things and feel things that are not true to who we really are.  Just as we gave up our liberties earlier this decade in the name of fear (Patriot Act), I think throughout our history our government has used it as a way to influence and control a people who are supposed to have more to say about their own governance.  As Ben Franklin aptly put it: Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety. 

Part #2

The retired Vietnamese general Dang Vu Hiep is the speaker who stood out the most to me in the first chapter of "Patriots". Through his narrative we can truly begin to see how important it is to judge an event through a multitude of perspectives in order to better understand it. Through his eyes we see a different view of the attack at Pleiku. To him it did not have the political significance that it did to the US government, who used it as a reason to begin a more aggressive bombing campaign. What is even more fascinating to me is that we do not know, between these two views, where the truth lies. Was the attack at Pleiku the reason for this bombing campaign, or just an excuse for it? What I liked about the second part of Dang Vu Hiep's piece was how his emotions and feeling about the experience seemed to conflict. This universal feeling of comradery against so much horror is seen on both sides of any war. I think as we read the accounts in this book we will see a lot of similarities in the complexity of emotion that the participants will feel. As we read this book I believe we are going to hear people speak the truth as they know it; they are not going to attempt to deceive. That does not mean that we as readers, however, can afford to take it all as fact. To me, it is within this dynamic that the true study of history can be attempted. We must not regard history through the eyes of the "winners" nor "losers"; the invaders nor the invaded. To get as close to the truth as possible all viewpoints must be examined. In this way a true historian must also be a detective. They must be skeptical, yet yielding. They must see biases, and realize that there will be some (especially within) that cannot be readily seen. Deciphering history can be a gleaning process. The interviews we will be reading, though credible, will be skewed. Nevertheless, they will all have something important to tell us and be critical to our understanding of this important period of world history. 
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	Kelly Culhane  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 08:06 PM

	
	Hello my name is Kelly, I am 33 years old and I grew up in a small town right beside Hershey, Pennsylvania. I have 2 sons, one is 7 going on 8, and the other one will be 1 year old next month. I am taking this course because I have become very interested in politics and history the older that I get. There are several members of my family that have either previously been in the military, or still are today. My mothers uncle, his name was John Joseph Paluscio, was killed in Vietnam. When I was growing up, we took a trip to Washington DC and saw his name on the wall. So, what better way to honor people than to become informed about how they passed and what they were fighting for.

I can not really decide which of the stories I found the most intriguing from the book. I found all of them to be interesting. If I had to choose it would have to be between 2 in particular. I enjoyed Roger Donlon's story, within the first two paragraphs I felt sorry for him and all of the unit he was there with. You could tell right away that they would have problems with putting their faith into people who would fight for the most money. His story made me angry to think that so many men were put in danger with no clear understanding as to what was going on around them with the rest of the war. They were basically sitting ducks waiting for something bad to happen.

The second story that I truly enjoyed was Tran Thi Gung's. I found it to be intriguing to hear her story. I enjoyed the fact that there was a woman fighter's perspective. And the fact that she was actually Vietnamese made me like it more. I empathize with her emotions about fighting for what was hers, and knowing that if she did not kill, than she would be killed. It is so hard for me to understand that for many people that is a reality, in war or not. I feel like I have been sheltered, yet I am grateful that I do not know what that feels like. I thought it was really genuine how she stated why she did not feel guilty for killing Americans because they had come to fight in Vietnam. I believe that is a very powerful statement, if only American politicians would realize that concept.

I believe that all of the stories are credible. I realize that this war was a long time ago, and memories may be a little skewed, but that does not diminsh what any one of those people have been through. I understand that sometimes people tend to stretch the truth, and each and every fact may not be exactly perfect, but I would think that if anyone went through even half of what I have read, it would be something that you would not forget totally. I would think that what they have been through is something that they and their families will live with for the rest of their lives.
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	Matthew McIntosh  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 07:45 PM

	
	Hello my name is Matt and I am 27 years old and am the father of three children. I was in the military and I like history and I couldn't think of a better way to start my college career than with a history class. My father was in the vietnam war so I have been told some things about the war, but not a lot. I don't know alot about the war but I think the current conflict in the middle east has alot of things in common with the vietnam war.

After reading part1in the Patriots book the Jo Collins and Phan Xuan Sinh stories really caught my attention. The way Collins who didn't even know where vietnam was to then seeing the war first hand. I really like how she, being a playboy bunny probabally helped, could elevate the attitude and overall moral of some of the soldiers, even if just for a short time. With the Phan story the overall story grabs your attention with what can happen during war time to people, in this case fishermen, that are not part of the fighting. Even thought soldiers are trained to kill in the end they are just humans who have emotions and make mistakes just like the rest of us and the emotion showed in Phan story about the dying fisherman. 

I really did like all the stories and that they had a great message and any time you can read or hear a story from someone who was actually in the war and saw action it is going to have some truth to them. There is a lot of credibility and truth in the speakers, but I think that since some time has passed since the speakers were interviewed and you are hearing the story second hand, maybe some of the facts have been changed to make a good book or maybe some of the speakers are not telling the whole story because they might not want to relive some of the things they saw or happened to them.. Then there is the author and how much did he cut out or change to make the stories a little better, Overall good book so far. 
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	Jennifer Mosier  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 07:15 PM

	
	I'm taking this course because I need the credits and a history class. I know very, very little about the Vietnam war, except my uncle was in the air force during it. It seems like the US should have learned from the Vietnam war because it looks like we're headed down the same path today in the middle east. But, from hearing others talk about the Vietnam war, things should have been done sooner and maybe the outcome would have been different (like the warning signs for the Pearl Harbor attack.)
A lot of the speakers in the Patriots book caught my attention. I really enjoy "story telling," especially in person. Tran Thi Gung, the young Vietnamese woman who joined the gorillas stuck with me. She was so young and really proud of her country and her contribution. I can't imagine what she saw, but I liked how she put dealing with killing people; "it was war." The other speaker was Ta Quang Thinh. The only survivor in a attack, losing his patients and becoming a patient himself. Then his long ride home, that took seven months. The pain from his wounds must have been horrible. And Being away from family for so long with no contact put a lot of strain on his relationship. I hate being away from my husband for long periods of time, six years is a long time!
The crediability of each speaker, I belive depends on the speaker. Just like in everyday life when your friend tells a story, they may or may not exagerate certain parts of the story to make it more interesting. I think with each story there may be some exageration or flaws, but overall the main focus is still true. Time takes a toll on the memory, just like horror. Not everyone can remember the exact horror they encountered because their brain simply won't let them. 
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	Mikco Stiner  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 07:12 PM

	
	I'm 28 years old and have two boys ages 3 and 4. I got married two weeks after my 18th birthday and just celebrated my 10th aniversary. I love being outdoors, hunting, fishing, boating, wakeboarding, softball, bike riding, but most of all spending time with family and friends. I'm taking this course because my dad did two tours in Vietnam and I would love to know more about it. He spends so much time watching the history channel and loves aviation (he was airbourne). He says he loves flying and took the very best care of his chopper.I really don't know anything about the war so have no clue what lessons Americans should have learned. I'm hoping to learn these things from this class. I do think that we have people that are anti war and people who belive it is ok to fight for our Country. 

War Heroes/Roger Donlon really stood out to me because of the sacrifices he made for his fellow soldiers and his Country. He could have died doing the things that he did. Like when he tried to pull Pop Alamo out of the mortar pit and was blasted back in. He was blessed he survived that. He was sacrificing himself for the love of another soldier. He even says that "you call it respect, but as the years go on you realize it was a deep, deep love".

I think that the speakers so far are believable because of the fact that htey were there. There may be some minor things that have been forgotten or become a bit hazy over the years, but really you don't forget such tramatic experiences. I belive they have more knowledge than us because they did live it. We only know what we've read or heard.
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	Kayla Wilcox  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 06:40 PM

	
	I decided to take this course because I love history but I don't know much about the Vietnam War. I have some relatives who were in Vietnam. I don't what they were like before the war but I've been told that when they came back they weren't the same. I have hear stories about their experiences during the war from a third party.

Since I don't know much about the war, I am not aware of any lessons that Americans should have learned from the conflict. What I do know is that people, and societies can and have been changed by it.

In part one of "Patriots", the story that caught my attention was that of George Watkins. The words that struck me the most were "Fancy it up." It was his request of the author, Christian Appy, to make his story a little less horrible. He seemed like somebody who, in a sense, wanted to "sugar coat" the reality of the war and what went on there. His words make it seem like a painful memory to recall. So far I feel that the speakers in part one are absolutely reliable, trustworthy, and believable. Because they were there it gives them more credibility. The stories of part one are objective and factual. I don't believe that the speakers would have forgotten what went on while they were there and what they saw. Then again, I'll never know for sure because I wasn't there.
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	Deborah Thirkel  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 06:14 PM

	
	First of all, I am almost 60 years old, the wife of a vetern for 37 years. We have recently lost our home, been homeless for about a year, and just recently re-established a rented home. 

This experience has put a great strain on our relationship, which was already unstable. I have returned to school, after almost 40 years to gain some much needed self respect and some independence. 

I saw your course and thought it may give me some common ground to share with my husband. After the children are all grown and left home, I am finding just having a conversation is difficult. I am hopeing that I will have more insight into his world thus giving us a stronger ground for our relationship.

I am thinking this answers why I am taking this course and telling about myself with also letting you know what connection I have to the conflict.

I believe that America should have learned that we paid a price way too high for a cause that we probably should have stayed away from.

I don't think that the current world situations are very similiar and times really don't repeat. Every generation has its own set of difficulities to cope with.

The stories are all of interest, the one by Roger Donlon sticks out in my mind where he discribes the man whose legs were blown off at the knee and he kept running on his stumps. I know war is horrible and full of bad and terrible acts. It makes me sad to know humans can be so brutal to others.

Having listened to my husband, I believe that these people are giving true accounts of the time. I was in my teens and my beliefs were against the war effort. My husband was in the Navy and had 4 tours in Vietnam. He has many stories of his time "in country". Sometimes I wonder what common ground we shared. I am hopeing this class will help me see more of the world that shaped him into the man he is today. 
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	Eric McCorkle  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 05:58 PM

	
	Hello,  

My name is Eric McCorkle, I was born in Huntington Beach, California. I moved up to Oregon in the early 90's and have lived in Eugene ever since. This is my second year here at Lane and I am working on completing my AAOT to continue my education at University of Oregon. I am taking this course because I have always been very interested in America’s history, especially the wars. The Vietnam War is very touching because I know people that served in the war and have physical as well as mental scars to prove it. Those people have only told me a few details and it has always kept me wondering why exactly we were even in this war and what it was really like over there. As far as a lesson goes, the only thing I can think of is that when a country is invaded, people are not just going to welcome soldiers with open arms. Even thou we may have been there with good intentions, people will not always understand or agree with why. The people that don’t agree or understand will always fight for what they believe in, even if that means putting their lives in danger. I have heard that it was very difficult to tell friend from foe in the Vietnam War and that an eight year old boy could kill as easily as a twenty-five year old man. That goes to show civilians couldn’t be trusted when we were there to help. Just like today in Iraq, nearly every week we hear about innocent civilians killing themselves to kill as many others as possible. 

All of the stories really brought new meaning to the war to me but if I were going to pick one it would be the story by George Watkins on P.21. This caught my attention because my buddy’s dad served in Vietnam and lost his leg from a mine. Just like Mr. Watkins he is still able and looks back and laugh about all the funny things he remembers from it. I just don’t know how they can do that. It just amazes me that twenty other people walked over the same area and he was the one that stepped on it. That would be the hardest part to live with after, I think. Just wondering why me? Why not someone else? 

As far as reliable, trustworthy, and believability goes I cant help but think that they are not making anything up. If anything maybe a little stretch of the story, just like a fishing trip. Maybe there may have only been twenty guys instead of fifty, etc. When it comes to the facts I feel that all of their facts are probably right on but I do believe that their opinion on the war has been very much influenced by media and time. I don’t see how they couldn’t be influenced after time. I feel that when they got home they felt like they did their job and their best. Now I feel they have soured over time and have become bitter thinking back about how things could have been. 

All for now,

Eric
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	Jeffrey Harmon  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 05:55 PM

	
	Well first off my name is Jeff Harmon, I am 37, lived in eugene my whole life. I am married with 2 daughters(6 and 16). I am taking this coarse because my dad was in vietnam for 7 years, he was in the Marine Third Reconnaissance Battallon, all i know is he did,saw,way more than anyone should had done. I dont think americans have learned much.

The story that got my attention most was Roger Donlon, probably his story was a little more violent, and that gets my attention. His story also had more realistic featues to me, like watching the guy get shot and running on his stumps still trying to get away almost made me cry, because to think of the fear he must have had was enormous. I guess in the end how the story was written it seemed like my dad talking but he is passed , so it was nice to think of him.

I think that they would be very reliable and trustworthy. Most of the men there I would trust, believe and honor because I respect all of them who have faught for us! I would also think that would give them great credibility, and I think they are factual, not to much time has passed because I think if you were there you would never forget the things you did and saw because that is the worst envirnment in the world is war, and I could not imagine what that would be like. So far I am really interested in the book, and all veterens deserve respect and honor!
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	Tish Bottensek  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 05:39 PM

	
	Journal Entry One:

Before taking this class, the extent of my knowledge of the Vietnam War was very little. When I was younger my family would explain my uncle’s alcoholism to his experiences in the war. At the time I was unclear what a war was and how it could affect so one so much they could become an excessive drinker. My family would not discuss any specifics with me about his experience just that he had a bad experience and was never the same when he came home. 

As I grew older and began to better understand the meaning of war from my studies. My uncle and I never discussed his experiences, but watching him as I grew up I could tell he was a troubled soul. As an adult I learned he served two duties in Vietnam and had requested a third, I saw how two tours took their toll on him and am confident a third would have been overwhelming. 

Later in life I had the fortunate experience of working with a Vietnam Veteran whom we will call Bob. As we became closer Bob felt comfortable discussing his experiences with me. Though they were difficult to hear, I was supportive and allowed him to speak freely about his experience. Listening to him gave me a better understanding of what my uncle must have faced. Bob told me he often had problems sleeping and would often wake up believing he was back in Vietnam. He admitted one late night that he often drinks too much and believes it stems from his depression. He claimed he has a difficult time dealing with the stresses of everyday life. He went on to explain when he hears a car backfire or smells jet fuel he flashes back to Vietnam. The conversation upset him, but I believe he needed to face his fears. A few years ago I caught up with Bob and learned that he quit drinking and was working toward a happier life. 
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	Michael Bellamy  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 05:34 PM
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Michael Bellamy

10/1/09

History 195

Patriots Journal #1

My name is Michael and even though I am a sophomore student this is my first year at Lane. Last year I spent my freshman year at the University of Oregon and took two American history courses (202, 203). I am taking this particular course because history is my favorite subject in the social science category. My favorite type of history is by far American history because I have always been strongly interested in the past events that have shaped our country. I feel that even though I was not there, those events have impacted me to a certain extent because I, myself am an American. To narrow it down even further, I have had an even greater interest in our country’s history from the 1960s onward; this era has always been my strength in the history classes I have taken. However, I am particularly interested in this course because I have never been able to study the Vietnam War in depth. I would like to expand my knowledge of this topic to more than just an overview. 

I do not have any personal relation to the Vietnam conflict, and I do not know anyone who was involved in one way or another. But before we have begun to dig deeper into this course I do have opinions and questions revolving around a couple of issues: First, my issue with how the focus of this war was more about politics than freedom, and second, my questioning of the “search-and-destroy” strategy that the Americans used. I look forward to progressing through the course to see whether these opinions change or stay the same just backed with further, more intelligent reasoning. When it comes to the lessons that Americans should have learned from this conflict I currently do not know enough of this topic to fully make sense of it. By the end of this class my goal is to be able to answer questions involving this matter, along with others like it with intellectual responses rather just a few words. 

Out of the nine compelling personal stories in Part 1 of the Patriots book, the story that caught my attention the most was that of Tran Thi Gung, the experienced Northern Vietnamese guerrilla fighter who was the only woman in her unit. When previously studying the Vietnam War I had never read any firsthand experiences from anyone opposing the Americans. Reading the war stories from our “enemies” is just as fascinating to me personally because for the first time I get to picture this war from both sides. This was the main thing that initially grabbed my attention when reading Part 1. I especially liked Tran Thi Gung because her story illustrated her dedication to the war, and vividly brought out the intensity of being on the battle field. With her story, I was able to clearly understand and picture just how efficiently they utilized their tunnel systems. Something that stood out to me was at the very end she states, “If I went to America and killed people there, I would feel very sorry and guilty. Since the Americans came to my country, I don’t feel guilty.” (p. 19). This was the mentality of many of the Northern Vietnamese, and a logical reason to justify killing the Americans. With this concept it’s a bit harder for the Americans to justify all of their actions. 

The speakers I have read are extremely believable and trustworthy in my opinion because they were there, and they want their personal stories and experiences to be known accurately from their own unique points of view. This gives them much more credibility than the average historian and makes them a much more reliable source when researching this particular war. Even though many years have passed since the Vietnam War, I believe that anyone who was involved in this war will never forget their experiences. Time alone cannot erase the vivid memories that these speakers have reflected on, and I would take their word over anyone else. 
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	Rebecca Mellnik  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 04:35 PM

	
	Hello, my name is Rebecca. I was going to take a US History class, but decided that i was much more interested in learning about the Vietnam War. I learned a little about the war in my history classes in high school, but that was a long time ago. I know that there are still people suffering in many ways today from the after effects of the war. For a long time i have thought that it would be a wonderful thing to go over a build a hospital in Vietnam just for those people. I think that there are many things that Americans learned from the war in Vietnam, especially those who were actually out there fighting in it. Many mistakes were made, and many people died for no reason. War is an ongoing thing in society and i fear that it will never be absent from the world. The current situation that we have been having in Iraq reminds me a little of the War in Vietnam. I confess that i still have alot to learn about that as well, but i look forward to furthering my Knowledge on both topics in the future. 

After reading the different essays in Patriots, i decided that i ejoyed all of them equally. I thought that they were all going to be from white American males who were talking about their experiences in the war, but got really excited when i saw the diversity of them. I enjoyed the story of Tran Thi Gung, because i hadn't really thought about such young women being involved in the War. When i think of the Vietnam war, i mainly pictured men fighting against each other, while women either silently supported or stayed away from the battle. I could picture her stuck, trapped, underground, having to dig her way out of the tunnel. When i read the story of Ta Quang Thinh, i got really sad. Doctors and Nurses are a wonderful thing when a War is going on, and when an area like that is bombed, it seems utterly unnecessary and brutal. Why kill someone who is only trying to do a good deed, and is trying to heal someone? The last line of the story was especially sad, when he mentions that his wife was so sad, and only visited him once a year. Jo Collins' story was also interesting, because she had no idea what she was getting into. It is amazing to see how one playmate can be so uplifting to so many lonely soldiers. I can imagine how awful war can be, and when soldiers are away from their loved ones for so long, someone like Jo Collins could be a very wonderful distraction. I thought that it was a really interesting view to include in the book. And finally, i loved the spirit of Dierdre English. She worked so hard to gather up so much of America's youth for something she strongly believed in. 
When i was reading these accounts, i was very interested in their stories. I believe that each one, in its own way is very believable. I don't really know what i would say about their reliability, but i think that they each have such unique experiences, it's just wonderful to be able to read them. There are certain parts to each story that are very factual, such as places and times, but there is also a lot of emotion in them. Any story having to do with war will have emotion. I think that there are some things that people forget in war, but there are certain events and days that people remember like it was yesterday. These stories are remembered because they hold very personal things to the teller. 

I really enjoy the reading so far!
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	Molly Kohler  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 04:13 PM

	
	My name is Molly Kohler and I'm a nursing student at LCC.  I am taking this course purely for my interest in the subject and complete lack of knowledge about the Vietnam War.  My father was a Marine in the late 60's early 70's but was not involved in the Vietnam war.  I definitely fall into the category, Appy describes in the Preface, of people born after the fighting ended and whose "understanding" of the war comes mostly from Hollywood. Honestly I'm not aware of any lessons Americans should have learned from this war other than we should utilize our right to question our government's actions and hold them accountable for those actions.  I believe governmanet accountability still is, and always will be, a current societal issue.

All of the stories in Patriots caught and held my attention but Tran Thi Gung's story really struck me.  The fact that she was a 17 year old girl when she joined the Viet Cong guerrillas is amazing to me. The strength, courage and sense of duty that she possessed is hard for me to even comprehend.  I also found her explanation of why she doesn't feel guilt regarding killing so many GI's interesting and relatable.  She states, " I think it was justified. But if I went to America and killed people there, I would feel very sorry and guilty. Since the Americans came to my country, I don't feel guilty."  

While reading the Preface and Part One of Patriots I found the speakers to be extremely believable and reliable.  I felt their accounts of their experience were told not to shock,impress or gain attention but because they felt a need to share their experience of the Vietnam War. I believe that these speakers' firtshand experience gives them more credibility but understand that their feelings towards the conflict might influence their memories. The stories I have read so far have felt very honest and sincere.    
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	Tiffany Adrian  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 03:20 PM

	
	Good Evening,

My name is Tiffany Adrian and I am thirty-one years of age. I live in Bend, Oregon with my husband and very active daughter of two years. I have decided to go back to school after a seven year break to finish my BA degree. We plan on moving to Lane county next Term.

I have always been interested in the Vietnam War, but have not learned very much historically. I really didn't even know how we got into the war in the first place, or that it lasted so long. Most of the knowledge has come from what basic general information is taught in high school and the fabrication in cinema.

I don't myself have a very close relationship to the Vietnam conflict. I did however, find out a few years ago that my grandmother's nephew was drafted into the Vietnam War and tried to flee to Canada unsuccessfully. He ended up getting drafted and sent over to work in the clinics and hospitals for wounded soldiers. He is estranged from our family which is sad for I would love to talk to him about his involvement.

Not knowing a lot about the Vietnam War I do think that before any knowledge of this class. I would have thought that the United States would
have learned that trying to change peoples independence, when a country has been at war for hundreds of years fighting for their beliefs, would be a war that you cannot win. I do believe that the United States has not learned the lesson the Vietnam War should have taught, for it seems we are fighting in the Middle East for some of the same reasons as the Vietnam War to spread Democracy.

After reading Part 1 of the Patriot's Book, I was absorbed. I never before have read stories of first hand accounts of people from both sides of the Vietnam conflict. Although, all the stories were intriguing none really seemed to jar me as the story of Tran Thi Gung. It amazes me that a young girl of seventeen would be capable of such acts. What it also showed me was that not everyone in war is fighting for the same cause. Her cause was to avenge her father for being killed for being a Viet Cong. It seems to me that she fought for her own purpose which in my eyes made her more deadly. In the end I feel that she shows little remorse for what she has done and feels that it was just what she had to do at the time. Throughout all the stories i've heard about the Vietnam War I had never heard of any women fighting or even getting awards and medals of valor.

One of the other stories that stood out was Deidre English, only because this story is somewhat relates to me. I am embarrassed to say that I didn't know that we were even at war with Vietnam for over two decades. I guess I thought the war started when the U.S. got physically involved instead of just funding the war efforts for France. When Deidre English said she didn't realize a war had been going on. I can relate, I didn't know it went on for twenty some years.

When reading Patriot's I found the stories to be reliable. It is their own accounts of their experiences that make up the history of the Vietnam War. I would hope them to be trustworthy, but they are people after all. I think for the most part they can be trusted to give their accounts as accurate as possible after all, what people really want to do is tell their story.

The people that experience the period of the Vietnam War have their own accounts of what happened to them. I think that their part in the war can never be forgotten. I believe some of the people are objective like Jo Collins and Deidre English, but some factual as well, because they were witness to the events like, Bernard Trainor who served two tours in Vietnam. He has is own accounts of what he experienced, as well as Roger Donlon who was present during the attack at Nam Dong Camp. It's Better to hear the facts from the people that were there. Although everyone who had been present during this time would have their own views, by putting them all together you have history. All these stories I believe give a deeper insight on the True Vietnam War and the people who endeared the triumphs and heartaches. I am looking forward to learning more about this period and to read more of Christian Appy's Patriots. 
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	Name Withheld-6450  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 03:15 PM

	
	Jacob Felts

Part 1.

I personally love military history, I have always had a dread fascination with the tactics, strategies, the people involved, the geography, etc. I am mostly interested in European history, but I want to learn more about the Colonial Empires and their peoples, especially France. I had always known that Vietnam was once a French colony, but I never knew really how that involved us in the end. That is probably why I am taking this course, to simply advance my knowledge of the war and its beginnings. I also need it for a credit to transfer to the UofO but that is neither here nor there.

As far as my relationship goes with the Vietnam war, I cant say that I have any directs links in the least. My dad was too young to serve at the time and my grandparents and great grandparents served during the World Wars and post war Germany. I have been to the Vietnam memorial in Washington D.C. but it was a long time ago and I dont think I quite grasped its importance or meaning. I simply regarded it as another war memorial to yet another we fought in. 

As to the lessons we should have learned from the war and the problems we may or may not have in contemporary society, I really dont know. My knowledge of this war and its consequences on both countries is rather limited, so I really cant come up with an answer as of yet, not a credible one at least. 

Part 2

I liked the first speaker, Bernard Trainer. He was very easy to read and understand. He had a rather calculating point of view but also an emotional one at the same time. He was not the type of person I thought he would be. For someone very enthusiastic about joining the military, I would have taken him for someone who didn't seem so...apologetic for the way it was fought. Not necessarily from a moral view point but from a tactical one as well. His comparison to the American Revolution and the Vietnam Conflict was genius. I had never thought of it in that light before, but it made perfect sense. It clicked. 

As far as the speakers go in the first part of the series, I would say that they do suffer from alot of subjectivity which can be a good thing, as we can know the war through their eyes and through the person's point of view. As far as their credibility goes, I would say 50% credible, 50% opinion. I believe that you need people who have experienced the war first hand to examine the war along side people who have not. It is easier for someone outside the conflict (someone who did not experience it first hand) to see the whole picture, from both sides' points of view. The two different perspectives offer lots of valuable input and can play off each other's strengths and weaknesses. 
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	Amy Wells  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 01:28 PM

	
	Hello, my name is Amy Wells, I am a mother of two, a son who his 11, and a daughter who is 5. I have been attending Lane since 2005. I started going for a teaching degree, but had a big change in my life in 2007, so I am now going for a business degree. I am taking this class as my history requirement. History is hard for me I have a hard time remembering dates and names. I took this class because my fiancé loves history and we are learning it together. I grew up with mostly women, my father was not a part of my life, and my grandfather died when i was 5, so I have no one really in my family to share stories of the wars of the past. I do not have very much knowledge of the Vietnam war. I have heard many things, like we should have never been there, It was not our war, it lasted to long, but like I said I do not know much about it, that is why I am taking this class because I do want to learn about it and teach my children. 

The part of part one that really caught my attention is the part “Paying the Price”. This part of part one really made me think, how bad it was, I mean I know that war is bad but to read it and hear the words in my head and picture what they went through it makes you ask why? Why did so many have to die, Why so many families torn apart. The speaker that stands out to me is, George Watkins. I guess I was able to really picture what he was saying in my head by his words. His description of what happened to him was so vivid for me. I really like how at the end he wanted the writer to fancy it up. I felt like it didn’t need to be fancy hearing the story in his words made it so much more powerful. I feel that reading these speakers words make it real. I was not there and did not have any family in my life to talk about it, so reading these speakers words make it real, not just something I have seen on the History Channel. I believe what they have to say is factual, and when something that tragic in your life it doesn’t matter how much time passes you still see the events in your head as if it was just yesterday. 

Like I said before I am not a real big history person but as I began reading this part one I could not put the book down it is so sad I even got tears in my eyes at points in reading the speakers words. I am actually excited about learning more on this subject, which really surprises me.
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	Robert Lund  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 01:11 PM

	
	I have a few reasons for taking this course, first of all I am a history buff pacticulary US history and the wars we have been in, on our soil and across the seas. the Vietnam war peaks my interest because as a forty five year old male I am aware that given a few years it could of easily been me getting drafted and sent overseas as well as I can faintly remember seeing newscasts on television as a kid about the war, secondly my biological father served two tours in Nam and when he returned he was never the same and divorced my mother shortly after returning and I have basically had no contact with him since 1969, something I find somewhat troubling how a man can give up on his wife and two little children(I have a younger brother) and live with himself. While this course will not provide those answers I hope to gain some undestanding on what happened over their and what he went through and maybe put my mind to rest. As far as lessons learned our current war in Iraq seem to have some very troubling similarities to what happened in Vietnam, we seem to be sticking our nose into other countries business and looking out for our best interests reguardless of the cost both in dollars and lives.   
As far as the reading went, I pacticulary like General Trainors account and especially his comparison of our American Revolution to that of the North Vietnamese, that basically against all odds we were able to win that war against the Britsh and gain our independence and the same for the North Vietnamese, facing a technological superior and better equipped forces they were able to stay the course and, do what they needed to do and come out victorious. The other story that got my attention was that of the woman who started fighting at age seventeen to carry on her fathers legacy, she seemed so nonchalant about what she was doing and unemotional, even as she recounted her story to the author she seemed so matter of fact, I guess when you were there and saw the things did and what you needed to survive thats what happens. The one thing that struck me most about all of the stories is the raw nerve that still exists, I find their stories very credible and it seemed to me that they were able to recall events and facts as if they happened yesterday, the trauma of war and what you experienced first hand is not something that I could Imagine and would be very hard to rid yourself of those memories, paticulary the bad ones. As General Trainor put it, " I have a genie of anguish bottled up inside of me and I am not sure I can ever can control it, that is a tremendous amount of pain and anguish to carry with you for over thirthy years now, I don't imagine anyone who was involved in Nam can let it go, not just the peple who were there but the rest of us who were affected in some way as well.
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	Patrick Brady  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 01:03 PM

	
	Hi, my name is Patrick Brady and I just graduated from high school. I come from a big family but none of them had any involvement in the Vietnam conflict. I am currently taking this course because I don’t know much about the conflict and would like to learn more about it.
In the first part of the book many stories stood out but the story of Roger Donlon. His story stuck out to me because it told a lot about the conflict. In WWII the Americans knew who their enemies were but in the Vietnam conflict you never knew who it was, they could have even been in the same camp and you wouldn’t know until there was a fight. In Roger Donlon’s story he showed how to lead by example, and that he wasn’t afraid to die for his country, for which I am very grateful.
I believe that Roger’s story is very reliable because of the Medal of Honor citation told most of the story, and what didn’t come from the citation was probably burned into his memory.
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	Scott Burgess  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 01:02 PM

	
	    My name Scott Burgess and I am a Disabled Veteran with almost 12 years of service in the USAF. I served durning every conflict from 1988 to 2000. I spent 1 year in Korea during the first Gulf War. I also spent 3 months in Africa during the Somilia conflict. Finally I was recalled back to active duty in 1999 during Bosnia. I know it sounds stupid, but I feel that in a past life I was a KIA in Vietnam. From about the 8th grade I was fasicinated with learning about the Vietnam War; that is why I am taking this course. 

    I hope that the leaders of this country learned a couple very valuable lessons form the Vietnam War. One lesson is you can't win a war if you tie the hands of our soilders and there leaders. Another lesson to learn from the war is that you can't win the hearts and minds of people who don't want to fight any more and just be left alone from foriegn intruders.

     I think that we are in the middle of the Iraq war because the troops where not allowed to finish the job the first time when they should have(thier hands where tied by the politicans). We got rid of Sadam and a lot of the people where happy but now they just want us gone to. Our troops face roadside bombs, in Vietnam they faced babies with grenades amd land mines.

     I think that the story that stands out the most for me was by Bernard Trainor. One paragraph brings the whole thing home. "Our hope early on in Veitnam was to win the hearts and minds of the people, but the hope was destroyed by the South Vietnamese government's failure to gain the people's allegiance and by Westmorland's strategy of search and destroy". I think that it stands out for me because that is the way I feel about what happened in Vietnam for the US.

     I feel that the soldiers telling thier stories are believable, reliable, credibable, and trustworthy. After all they were there and when things happen to you in a combat situation you do not forget. The smells, sounds, and feelings never go away they haunt you for the rest of your life. Its funny how a simple smell can trigger your memory and take you back 15 years in the blink of on eye.
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	Evan Loock  Last edited: Saturday, 3 October 2009, 11:25 AM

	
	        My name is Evan Loock I am 28 years old, engaged and have an eighteen month old son named Ian. I am taking this course of history because I find topics that involved military conflicts very interesting since serving in the Army. I have nothing as far as a relationship with the Vietnam conflict in my life. Some lessons that Americans or anyone should have learned from the Vietnam conflict is that a full understanding of the actual people that you invade and fight needs to be a top priority before it begins. Also the will of the people and their history with neighboring countries needs to taken to consideration. Problems that have occurred nowadays in society are similar to issues of the Vietnam conflict with groups of people that strongly disapprove of any involvement in conflicts that have taken place recently. 
        The story in the part one of the Patriots book that was especially interesting to me was the story War Heroes. This story is about a captain that was in charge of a Special Forces camp in southern Vietnam with about three-hundred men. To make it more difficult for the American captain, nearly a third or more of his troops were sympathetic to the enemy. The fact that he could continue to defend this base while being attacked by the enemy, one-third of the men inside his camp, being seriously wounded and direct his troops is a sheer miracle. Rightfully this man received the Medal of Honor for his heroics during the battle that took place. 
        The stories that I have read in part one of this book are some of the most compelling that I have every came across. I am glad that the author used multiple stories from both sides of this particular conflict it tells much more than the American side of involvement. I believe that the speakers are generally quite reliable and trustworthy since they have little reason now to lie about the events that happened to them in war. Obviously since these people were in the actual conflict they are more reliable than say a reporter who waited at a base for a story when the troops came back from a mission. There is no way for these people to describe and be one-hundred percent accurate in their depictions of the experiences that they went through in such gruesome times. I am nearly certain that the majority of their stories are quite accurate since the events were so life altering to these people 
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	Brian Hein  Last edited: Friday, 2 October 2009, 10:13 PM

	
	Brian Hein 

HST 195 

October 2, 2009 

 
Patriots Journal #1 

 
This is, hopefully, my last term at Lane Community College. I have completed my ASOT-B, but due to some unfortunate timing, I will start at Linfield College in the spring. I am using this term to complete some classes that will fulfill some of the required curriculum for Linfield. 

I live about half way between Oakridge and Eugene just off of highway 58 out in the middle of nowhere with my wife, my last two children still living at home, and three dogs.  I have worked in retail management for a very long time, and thanks to my wife Katherine, I have come to realize a job that has low pay and long hours is not the only thing I can do. So I decided to go back school to improve myself and hopefully get a better job. I have immensely enjoyed my experience at LCC. All of the teachers and fellow students have been great, leaving me somewhat apprehensive about leaving. 

One of the reasons for taking this class, I have to admit, was to allow me to also complete all of the requirements for an AAOT. This was not the only reason though; I grew up during the Vietnam War and was always had the fear of being drafted during that time if it continued on for any longer. The war ended before I turned eighteen though. My memories of the war centered on how much it seemed to polarize everyone, one had to either approve of the war or hate it, there was very little middle ground. And finally after it had ended it seemed we all rationalized the loss of the war, and blame fell on politicians who did not have a clear vision on how to obtain victory and the limitation of our armed services, not allowing them to fight all out. This seems to lead to some parallels to the war we are currently waging in Afghanistan. First it seems we have no real strategy to win the war, if this is even possible. And also there is a feeling the war is going to go on for a long time weakening the support for the war here at home. Both of these issues were brought up in the reading on Vietnam.    

Both of the reading assignments were very informative. The one story that made the biggest impact on me in the Patriots book was the story about Tran Thi Gung. This story was unnerving to me because of the way she point-blank described the killing of her enemies. Her unapologetic demeanor of the killing of American soldiers was quite disturbing and made me realize the human costs of the war, from the loss of life to what we as humans can do to others when we feel we are justified. While reading this story it also struck me how easy how it was for her to kill, I understand it was kill or be killed, but I never got the sense she was ever remorseful for what she had done. In the war Tran Thi Gung was not able to see the people she killed as a living and breathing person but just the enemy. 

The stories in Patriots gave me a new understanding and many new insights into the war in Vietnam. All of the persons who were interviewed seemed to want to tell the truth. Time can cause one to change a story to put oneself into a better light, but those interviewed did not seem to want to change their story but to rather tell all of it, good parts and bad. It was as if being able to let someone know their experiences would allow something good to come from the war. I had the feeling all of those interviewed were not interested in changing what had happened or trying to put them into a better light, but to simply tell what they experienced. Part of the aftermath of the Vietnam War, caused by just how much it had tore apart this country, was to not talk about it and to hopefully put the loss behind us. This was a chance to let those who experienced the war talk about what had happened to them. 
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	Robert Nicholls  Last edited: Friday, 2 October 2009, 08:57 PM

	
	Well my name is Robert Nicholls, but i prefer to go by Bob or Bobby.  I am 19 years old and a sophomore in college.  I am majoring in Architecture.  I am originally from a small mountain town in California close to Lake Tahoe, but recently moved up to Eugene, Oregon to attend college at the University of Oregon.  I am taking this particular course mainly due to the variety of credits i need to fulfill my general education.  However, i am very interested in the topic and war politics in general.  I have no direct relation at all to the Vietnam war.  I have not studied the Vietnam war at all, so i have little to none knowledge on what exactly happened and why it went the way it did.  I am however, looking forward to learning everything i can about the war and broadening my knowledge on American politics and war involvment.  

After completing the reading, the first story that really stood out to me was Dang Vu Hiep's.  I think the thing that really caught my attention was just the perspective of this story.  I have only really heard about Vietnam from the American side, and to hear it from a Vietnamese side was very intreging.  I was amazed about how the Vietnamese were so observent of the American troops, and had the capability to learn very quick at how to defeat them.  He says they "rely on our creativity."  The Vietnamese people were one of the most creative people and they did what it took to survive.  They would study the tactics of Americans and adjust themself in any way to get the upper hand on them. The patience and determination described in this story (as well as Tran Thi Gung's story) blew me away.  The people would literally wound themself in order to get medicine to help other allies.  I believe that this determination and diciplined lifestyle was the biggest key in thier success in this war.  

I believe that the people speaking throughout this entire part are relatively trustworthy.  Just the simple fact that they had the firsthand experience is so much more then any historian could do.  The emotion they put into their writing can only come from a true soldier.  However, there are a few times throughout the reading were i definatly feel that the truth may have been stretched in order to make someone look better then they really might have been.  For example, Roger Donlon's story was very interesting, but almost too "hollywood" for me.  I do believe that credit should be paid to were credit is due, and every one of these people deserve a lot of credit.  As far fetched or unreasonable there stories may become, i do have a side of me that has to believe them, because they WERE there, not me! And finally, for the matter of the time between the war and now, and wondering wheather they forgot anything or not.  I can easily believe that the images they describe in the stories are like they happened yesterday to these people.  If my life went through something like that, you can bet i would remember every detail like they do!   
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	Glenn Dalgleish  Last edited: Thursday, 1 October 2009, 09:32 PM

	
	There are a few reasons why I decide to take this class. Since I’ve seen movies like “Platoon” and read books like “ The Things They Carried,” I’ve got somewhat of a sense of what the Vietnam War was all about, but I never understood why we were fighting and what we were fighting for. I do not have any personal relation to the Vietnam War, but I do know people who fought in that war, who are still alive today. Since I do not know many details or information about the war, I do not know any specific lessons that should’ve been learned by Americans, but I would guess that they should have learned a lesson that taught them to be a little more wise about who they fight, where they fight, what they fight for and why they are at war in the first place. One major problem in our society is the Iraq war, which seems to me to be a large waste of time and money. I do believe thought, that this is not a war on terrorism, but rather a war for money and among other things, oil.
After reading Part 1 in the Patriots book, the story of Roger Donlon was the one that caught my eye and interested me the most because of what happened to him when Viet Cong attacked him. The things he saw, as well as the things he tried to do for his fellow soldiers were just amazing. I was surprised to find out that he was wounded so badly, but kept fighting anyway for his men. 
In my opinion, I believe that all the speakers in part one have a lot of credibility for their stories that they have witnessed and told to others. Like you said, they were there first hand to witness all the action go down, but because of the things the soldiers saw, heard, smelled and tasted, I think that to a certain extent, they are only so credible with their stories. I say this because I think that after so much fighting and ridiculous battle, one can really only stand to be part of something, before they change their view, loose their memories, forget things, or say something happened when in fact, another thing happened instead. Also, because of the mass amount of drugs that were taken by soldiers, they can only be trusted and believed to a certain extent. I don’t think that the stories told by veterans of the Vietnam War have changed that much, because I believe that the things soldiers saw in battle are things that they will never forget, even if they tried. Those memories will always be in their mind or dreams and they will live that life until they die. They have no choice, but to try to look at the present and live, instead of thinking about the past and deciding to dwell on things that many have since forgotten. I know that what I said about the stories contradicts each other, but I believe that the soldiers will never forget their war stories, but I don’t believe that they can remember every single detail 40 some years later.
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	Chad Schultz  Last edited: Thursday, 1 October 2009, 09:18 PM
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Chad Schultz

October 1, 2009

History 195 Journal #1

Hello my name is Chad Schultz and I am Twenty Three Years Old. I have attended Lane Community College for 1 year and hoping to transfer to Portland State after completing my General Classes. I am interested in majoring in either Business or Criminal Justice.

I felt that this class would be interesting because this is a major period in history and you never hear too much about it. You hear about all the other historical events in America but it seemed that this specific event has always been left out. I am always interested in history and felt that this would be something that would be very interesting since it has been on the back burner. I went through Middle School and High School learning about all the other historical wars but this was never talked about.

The one particular story that I felt caught my attention was Tran Thi Gung “I was stuck in a tunnel for seven days.” Right off the bat the story started rather harsh as well as the others but you could feel the anger and pain. She was a very young woman who was well acquainted with the theory of war and decided to join the guerillas after being bombarded and told that her father has been killed and to go find the body. She had a bitter taste and decided to fight for her fathers honor at the age of seventeen.

Tran Thi Gung makes several statements that put a visual picture in your mind and you picture an innocent young girl. She previously stated that she was just a small girl and the Americans were so big. When I was a young Guerilla fighter I was smaller than I am today. So throughout her story I had an image of a very young petite innocent girl fighting for her fathers honor.

As Tran Thi Gung gets more into the details of the experience she makes another statement that was a bit harsh saying “As soon as I started to fire, I killed an American. After he fell, some of his friends came rushing to his aid. This made them sitting ducks. Very easy to shoot. From then on we could shoot many more.” 

After the Americans pulled back Tran Thi Gung says that she grabbed the guns that they departed and she learned how to use them. This statement tells me that she wasn’t even familiar with the artillery that she was using and was learning as she is on the battlefield.

She goes on describing the tunnels and says that they slept in these holes that were not even big enough to stand up in. They would use kerosene lamps and the holes were extremely deep and had many turns and twist to avoid being hit by any bombs or shells.

They did a lot of attack on enemy outposts but there was one in particular that they felt would be Tran Thi Gung last mission. They felt that she would be killed and the commander decided to do a death ceremony for Tran Thi Gung. They would state her name, birth date, and all of her accomplishments. I couldn’t even imagine sitting there reconciling my last moments before the mission that they say would be my last.

In the ending paragraph Tran Thi gung makes a very interesting comments saying “But I never felt guilty about the killing I did. It was war. Wouldn’t you shoot me if you saw me holding a weapon and pointing it at you? I think it was justified, But if I went to America and killed people there, I would feel very sorry and guilty. Since the Americans came to my country, I don’t feel guilty.”

That was a very strong statement but at the same time I think she should feel justified and shouldn’t feel guilty. This is something that she felt that she should stand up for and wanted to honor her father. There wasn’t any other way this war was not going to just go away and she felt ,just as American soldiers today, she wanted to stand up for her country. 

I feel that all the speakers were subjected to way to much pain and harm. This was a very moving period and era in history and we lost many innocent people. I am not one to jump the guns when it comes to war so I feel that this was very subjective. It feels like they relive every moment and the tension still is there as if they were still in the war.
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	Daniel Baszler  Last edited: Thursday, 1 October 2009, 02:49 PM

	
	Hello my name is Daniel Baszler. I'm taking this course for one, because history is my major. Secondly, the Vietnam war has always been of interest to me and i would like to learn more about it. My Father and 3 of my uncles were in Vietnam, my dad was  on a Patrol Boat on the river and my uncles were all in the marines, although none of them ever talked about it very much. I think one of the main lessons that we should have learned from Vietnam,  is not to stick our nose somewhere it doesn't belong, and in some countries it's hard to tell who's on your side or against you. We still stick our nose where it doesn't belong most of time. The speaker who stuck out the most was Roger Donlon. This poor guy was sent their as an advisor not knowing who he could trust or not trust. He had no info on who he was fighting or how many. And he lost almost every person he could count on when he was attacked. I can't really say how reliable or unreliable they are, because most of them had no clue what was going on, most had an idea of what they thought was going on, but where really in the dark. I think their credible for the situation they were in but different sides of a war see things differently. For the Americans they had nothing to gain or lose, but for the North Vietnamese it was their land and way of life. I think that they are objective and factual to a point, but I don't believe our side had  as clear of a grasp at what was going on, basically poor info and leadership to start off, where as the Vietnmese had been fighting all their lives, had good info and leadership.
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	Anthony Foreman  Last edited: Thursday, 1 October 2009, 11:49 AM

	
	My name is Anthony Foreman, but i prefer to go by Shane(middle name). I am greatly interested in all of history and am considering majoring in history. I'm 21 years and knew very little about the Vietnam Wars coming into the class. Over the summer I purchased a couple of books on the Wars and was glad to find that one of them was in the suggested reading section in Herring's book. I dont have any direct relation to the war aside from being an American i suppose. I feel strongly that Americans should have viewed it and should continue to view the war from the perspective of the Vietnamese because we would have and have fought with the same tenacity and vigor that they displayed throughout the war.

I identified most closely with speakers on both sides who believed that they were fighting because they had to, not that they wanted to be fighting against eachother. Specifically the woman fighter who said that "if you were in her place and there was someone with a gun shooting at you would you not shoot back?" I feel that being in a situation such as they were in it would be very difficult to forget how you felt at that time and believe that they are giving the complete truth to the interviewer. More than one speaker said that when they talk about what happened they have nightmares where they re-live the specific events they were describing, or that the events were so terrible that they tear up when they are asked to speak about events in Vietnam.

I believe what the people have said because as far as I know they are saying exactly what they believe to be true. It's hard to discredit someone's story or opinion when they have been awarded for their efforts or have lost body parts because of what they were doing for thier country. Whether or not they are credible isn't completely important because they are giving their opinions and allowing for judgement to be made by the reader.

	

	Feedback:MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect 
  
MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect 
  


