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No longer ‘typical’ U.S. families

I grew to adulthood in yesterday’s America, and I assumed that my family was the “typical” American family.

We were white; my parents enjoyed a lifelong marriage; we were neither affluent nor poor; we owned our house; and we lived in a small, conservative, all-white, insular Oregon town. When I graduated from the University of Oregon in 1963, I was densely unaware that a counterpart at the University of Georgia, newswoman Charlayne Hunter-Gault, had bravely endured a turbulent, frightening, solitary university life as one of that institution’s first two black students. I heard her speak of those times years later, when I was living in the South and only then beginning to understand the realities of the mid-20th century.

Now I live in today’s America. Two of my grandchildren are African-American; I have a Japanese daughter-​in-law; one of my sons lives openly as a transgender man; and both of my children live and work outside the United States, citizens of the world. America has traveled far in my lifetime. People like me no longer can afford to believe that the 1950s “typical” American family is the norm, or that all people can or even aspire to live as we lived then: segregated, isolated, complacent.

Challenges and threats loom, but we have had the hopeful wisdom to elect a president suited to these times. Barack Obama is a new kind of leader uniquely prepared for the perilous journey to tomorrow’s America.

Janice W. Rutherford

Eugene

Speech showed the real McCain

Watching election returns Nov. 4, one of the thought-provoking moments was John McCain’s concession speech.

In it I rediscovered the man I used to grudgingly respect, often disagreeing with the particulars of his policies but appreciating and being challenged by his moral authority and his integrity.

In Tuesday’s speech I once again heard a gracious man, a man of partnership and compromise, a man respectful of people very different from himself, a man whose brain was engaged, able to manage the nuances of complex questions, a compassionate man who cares about the well-being of all Americans, who sees us united rather than divided. A man whose love of his country blooms from the high potential he sees for it, a man who wishes everyone the possibility of a good life and who understands that all of us must stand up for that ideal if it is to be truly realized by anyone.

The fact that such a man was considered a maverick by the Republican Party says as much about the party as it does about the man.

Although the final collapse of Reaganomics might still have trumped all else, I now wonder how the election might have played out had the real John McCain shown up for the campaign.

Peter Straton

Eugene

Factor deductions into tax hike

Ron Richey of Staton Co., quoted in the Nov. 6 Register-Guard as a local business owner concerned about pending tax increases, should check with an accountant.

When Richey says, “Every dollar that our taxes go up is a dollar less that we reinvest,” he must not realize that “S” corporation costs, such as for employees and equipment, are deducted as expenses and no taxes are paid. If his local demolition firm is still, after all costs, earning two partners each more than $250,000 a year in take-home profits, his business is doing very well, and being asked to pay an additional 3.6 percent of his personal income above this quarter million amount shouldn’t be too burdensome.

Or perhaps it’s just an echo of Palin-esque campaign rhetoric.

Joshua Hirschstein

Eugene

Sustainability is an imperative

It looks as if our Eugene development interests are still hoping for the same song and dance from Barack Obama that they have had the last eight years.

According to their statements in the Nov. 6 edition of The Register-Guard, they want more roads and heavy construction. Don’t they understand that a change must happen, even here in Eugene?

The change must focus on building a sustainable community here and in every community in America. We are preparing for our future with dollars focused on education and sustainable businesses.

When will we understand the word “sustainable,” and understand why we must?

Ruth Duemler

Eugene

Felons can run for U.S. Senate

Ted Stevens’ Senate race in Alaska brings up an interesting question in my mind.

If I were a convicted felon, I would not be allowed to vote. But apparently, I could run for the U.S. Senate. Does anybody else see the problem here?

Ron Coleman

Oakridge

Nation slipping toward Marxism

This election may take our great country into the abyss of Marxism, with domestic terrorists such as William Ayers having influence over presidential policy.

When one hears such leaders as Sen. Harry Reid, Rep. Nancy Pelosi and President-elect Barack Obama use the condescending statement “I’m telling you” over and over, it should raise the hairs on the back of your neck! Instead, Democrats react to it like drug users and start drooling for the freebies and handouts they expect the rest of us to pay for.

The Marxist educators who will influence policy, such as Ayers and his wife, will have accomplished their goal to dumb down America and conquer from within. These people stomp on our flag and use our Constitution for toilet paper.

They are not nice people!

Mary Walsh

Robert E. Delanoy

Eugene

Much was possible before

After the Nov. 4 historic election, Oprah Winfrey was asked about her thoughts, and she said that she felt new hope that anything is now possible in America.

I thought it sounded odd coming from a black woman who is one of the richest people in America, who has been embraced by all of America for many years.

Maybe this election made her feel that a person of color could even be the U.S. secretary of state. No, that could not be it. That’s already happened.

Maybe she felt that now a person of color could be the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. No, that also has happened. Perhaps a minority could fill the office of attorney general of the United States. No, that too has already happened. Justice of the Supreme Court? No, that also has happened.

I hope not to sound like Archie Bunker, as I and my immediate family all voted for Barack Obama, but it just seemed that most people’s reaction to his win made it appear that until Nov. 4, we in white America were all just a bunch of racist crackers.

I am as proud and grateful to be an American now as I was before the election.

Hugh Wallace

Eugene

This country is in big trouble

Obviously God loves stupid people, because he made so many of them. Look who they just elected into the Oval Office.

This country is in big trouble.

Dick Anderson

Eugene

Report: Cars beat mass transit

Before further indulging and embracing the notion that mass transit reduces greenhouse gases and saves oil, I suggest people review the Cato Institute study titled “Does Rail Transit Save Energy or Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions?” by Randal O’Toole.

With facts and resulting conclusions surprising to many, the study determines passenger cars fare better than any form of mass transit.

Gordon Wylie

Creswell

The Civil War finally has ended

On April 12, 1861, the American Civil War began. On Nov. 4, 2008, it ended. God bless America.

Sharon M. Brandsma

Eugene

Can Democrats be gracious?

In the Nov. 6 Mailbag was a letter titled “Republican wishes Obama well.” Why is it Republicans have manners and Democrats don’t?

R.M. ANTHONY

Waldport

Our country needs all of us

We soon will have a new president, Barack Obama — a president who is African-American. We the people have chosen.

His task is monumental, to say the least. There are those who would have preferred John McCain, and it is to them that I address this letter.

Please be as gracious and noble as McCain was in his concession speech. We all are involved in making our country great again. Please, let’s leave behind all resentments and frustrations. Let’s be as one nation, supporting a man who has appealed to the very best in all of us.

If he fails, we do. Our country needs all of us, all of our best efforts, all of our most deeply felt prayers for the good of our new president, for the promise and hope of a better future.

Silvia Keenan

Coos Bay

