
286  CHAPTER 7: A Revolutionary Nation 1776–1789

Visual Review

Articles of Confederation Diplomacy and International Finance

State Governments Military Organization

Continental Congress forms 
a national government.

U.S. begins diplomatic relations 
seeking recognition and funding.

The states begin to draft 
state constitutions.

Congress subordinates military 
power to civilian authority.

The Structure of Authority

A REVOLUTIONARY 
NATION, 1776–1789

Trying Times: War Continues

War in the South

Loyalists: Resistance and Migration

Ideology and Transatlantic Politics

War at Sea

Alliance with France

The British wage tough warfare, 
but the United States persists.

Britain shifts the ground war 
to the south.

Diverse groups remain 
loyal to the British.

American Revolutionaries express 
an ideology of republicanism.

The U.S. builds a navy to 
disrupt British operations.

France forms an alliance with 
the United States.

The Revolution Takes Root
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Visual Review 287

Constitutional Convention

Debt and Discontent Ratification

The Constitutional Convention 
creates the U.S. Constitution.

Economic hardships arise for 
farmers, veterans, and artisans.

Federalists and Antifederalists fight 
over ratification of the Constitution.

Economic Change

African Americans at War

Women and Revolution

Peace and Shifting Empires

Power in the States

Indian Warfare

New economic opportunities and 
crises emerge after the war.

African Americans fight on 
both sides of the war.

Women participate directly in the war, 
leading to “republican motherhood”.

War ends at Yorktown.

Congress and the states negotiate 
their power relationships.

Indians divide over which 
side to back in the war.

Racial Ideology and 
Questioning Slavery

Revolutionary ideology complicates 
the foundations of slavery.

Restructuring Political and 
Social Authority

A Federal Nation

Securing Independence
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