
918  CHAPTER 23: A New Deal for Americans 1931–1939

Visual Review

The Hundred Days Voices of Protest

President Roosevelt ushers in a slate 
of economic reforms and measures

Groups protest the expansion 
of the federal government

Labor Activism

Congress passes legislation that 
empowers workers to form unions

Reconstructing Capitalism

A NEW DEAL FOR AMERICANS, 
1931–1939

From Prosperity to Global Depression

Spiral of Decline, 1931–1933

Suffering in the Land

The Failure of the Old Deal

The Coming of the New Deal

The national economy collapses

Industrial production, employment, 
investment, and farm prices declined 

gradually over the three years 
after the stock market crash

Poverty increases across the country

The first attempts by Congress 
to fix the economy fail

Franklin D. Roosevelt is elected President 
to end the Great Depression

The New Deal

Social Security

Congress creates a national plan for 
unemployment and disability insurance 

and pensions for the elderly
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Visual Review 919

The New Deal and Judicial Change

Recession

Political Setbacks

The Supreme Court weighs 
in on the New Deal

New economic and political constraints 
stifle efforts at greater reform

Frustrated by the opposition to his 
policies by conservative Democrats, 

Roosevelt tried unsuccessfully to 
reshape the party in 1938

Women and the New Deal

Hispanics and the New Deal

European Ethnics and the New Deal

The Indian New Deal

A New Deal for Blacks

Nature’s New Deal

Popular Entertainment

The 1936 Election

Women play a larger role in 
public and private life

Mexican Americans face immigration 
restrictions during the Depression

The New Deal largely ignores issues 
faced by European ethnic groups

Reforms dramatically change 
federal policy, restoring respect for 

native culture and traditions

African Americans face terrible 
suffering during the Depression

Environmental policies pull in various, 
sometimes contradictory, directions

Newspapers, magazines, radio, and 
movies inform and entertain the public

President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s reelection 
serves as a referendum on the New Deal

Society, Law, and 
Culture in the 1930s

The Twilight of Reform

The Second New Deal
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