Chapter 31

Twenty-First Century Dangers and Promises


Quiz 1

1. What concerned Enron vice president Sherron Watkins in August 2001?
a. She feared that Enron might forever be a modest natural gas pipeline company.
b. She worried that Enron might offer electricity at overly steep discounts in California that summer.
c. She was anxious that Enron might one day implode in a wave of accounting scandals.
d. She found it troubling that Enron executives were paid at such modest rates.
[c]

2. What did President Bill Clinton tell his successor George W. Bush in December 2000 about Osama bin Laden?
a. He was as good as dead. 
b. He was the president's greatest threat.
c. He was secure at Guantánamo Bay.
d. He was harmless and incompetent.
 [b]

3. How did President George W. Bush respond to the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Washington DC on September 11, 2001?
a. His reactions remained confused for several months.
b. He responded with what he called a "humble foreign policy."
c. He called on Congress to push for multilateral antiterrorism efforts.
d. He declared a full-scale war on terror, an open-ended global battle.
[d]

4. In the wake of the US invasion of Afghanistan, when did the Taliban government melt away?
a. December 2001
b. March 2003
c. October 2006
d. November 2008
[a]

5. Which of the following best explains why the Bush administration lost its focus in Afghanistan?
a. It was too concerned with the implementation of privatized Social Security in the United States.
b. It was too focused on enacting healthcare reform and socializing medicine.
c. It turned its attention to Iraq almost immediately after the terrorist attacks.
d. George W. Bush was a pacifist at heart and liked to avoid strategy discussions
[c]

6. Why did Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz predict that the war in Iraq would be cheap?
a. He expected financial support from the World Bank.
b. He hoped that the European allies would contribute funding.
c. He thought that the invasion of Iraq could be conducted on a shoestring budget.
d. He expected Iraqi oil revenues to compensate the US for the full cost of the invasion.
[d]

7. Why could the United States not reduce troop levels in Iraq in 2006, as expected?
a. Releasing hundreds of thousands of soldiers into the U.S. labor market at the time would have increased the already high unemployment rate.
b. The Iraqy insurgency escalated, raising the question whether the U.S. had actually accomplished its mission in Iraq.
c. The U.S. had signed long-term contracts with its forces and was contractually obligated to keep them in the service.
d. Iranian troops had begun small border attacks, making Iraq susceptible to an invasion from the Persian neighbor.
[b]

8. How much did the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan cost over the course of ten years between 2001 and 2011?
a. $120 million
b. $1.2 billion
c. $12 billion
d. $1.2 trillion
[d]

9. How did many Americans on the Right feel about President Bill Clinton?
a. They found him too stiff and intellectual.
b. They did not trust his conservative credentials.
c. They never accepted him as a legitimate president.
d. They were more likely to embrace him than moderate Republicans.
[c]

10. What did the United States Supreme Court rule in the case of Lawrence v. Texas in 2003?
a. State anti-sodomy laws that criminalized homosexual behavior were unconstitutional.
b. The prohibition of interracial marriage in the Deep South was unconstitutional.
c. The prohibition of gay marriage by states and counties was unconstitutional.
d. U.S. citizens enjoyed a constitutional right to “no-fault” divorce laws.
[a]

11. What turned the case of Terri Schiavo in 2005 into a national obsession?
a. the dramatic accident on an airliner that put her in a coma 
b. the fact that she was a veteran of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars
c. the fact that Jeb Bush and a conservative theologian got involved
d. The fact that her husband was facing charges for attempted murder
[c]

12. Who did John Roberts replace on the United States Supreme Court in 2005?
a. Samuel Alito
b. Sandra Day O'Connor
c. William Rehnquist
d. Antonin Scalia
[c]

13. What was the problem with Medicare at the turn of the 21st century?
a. It did not cover hospital expenses.
b. It only covered seniors with a certain minimum income.
c. The majority of doctors refused Medicare patients.
d. It failed to cover prescription drug costs.
[d]

14. Who was responsible for coordinating the emergency relief efforts during Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans in August 2005?
a. the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
b. the U.S. Army
c. the Department of Homeland Security
d. the Red Cross
[a]

15. Which of the following emerged as a new "wedge" issue between 2000 and 2010?
a. flagburning 
b. illegal immigration
c. abortion
d. school prayer
[b]

16. Why did Democrats gain 31 seats in the House of Representatives and five Senate seats in the midterm election of 2006?
a. They had convinced the American public of their approach to foreign policy.
b. The had repeatedly offered sound economic recovery programs to President Bush.
c. Bush had squandered the public's good will with his foreign and fiscal policies.
d. The various sex scandals that implicated the president disgusted voters.
[c]

17. Which of the following statements best assesses the transformation of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union after the fall of communism?
a. While market reforms varied in their success, democracy succeeded throughout.
b. Eastern European countries became models of free-market capitalism.
c. Although communist parties imploded, the communist economy remained the same.
d. Eastern European nations had mixed success with free market reforms. 
[d]

18. Why did protesters confront the World Trade Organization in Seattle, and the World Bank and International Monetary Fund in Washington DC and Prague, in 1999 and 2000?
a. They did not want taxpayer funds spent on international development.
b. They were unemployed and looking for jobs.
c. They felt these bodies imposed economic policy at the expense of local human and labor rights.
d. They detested the international organizations as predecessors to world communism.
[c]

19. What was the advantage of subprime mortgages?
a. They were offered at low interest rates, but had to be paid down in 15 years.
b. Their rates were higher, but they were spread out over 30 years.
c. They offered small down payments and low rates that would increase later.
d. They had no down payment, but the interest rate would fluctuate monthly. 
[c]

20. Which of the following investment banks went bankrupt in September 2008?
a. Bear Stearns
b. Lehman Brothers
c. AIG
d. Bank of America
[b]

21. By the end of 2009, the national unemployment rate had passed
a. 6 percent.
b. 8 percent.
c. 10 percent.
d. 15 percent.
[c]

22. Why did Barack Obama defeat Hillary Clinton in the Democratic primaries in 2008?
a. He avoided the unpopular position of opposing the war.
b. He had more solid foreign policy experience.
c. He had a stronger appeal to women voters.
d. He ran a more focused campaign.
[d]

23. The $787 billion economic stimulus law of February 2009
a. only further deepen the recession.
b. failed to have an impact on the economy.
c. stopped the slide into another depression.
d. began to produce job growth in the summer of 2009.
[c]

24. How long did Congress debate the major overhaul of the nation's healthcare system that the Obama administration proposed?
a. a week
b. a month
c. three months
d. nearly a year
[d]

25. Why did President Barack Obama's approval ratings decline between 2008 and 2010?
a. People started paying for costly healthcare reform.
b. Americans suffered the consequences of the end to “don't ask don't tell.”
c. Obama had freed the terror suspects held indefinitely at Guantánamo Bay.
d. Independents complained that the bitterness of politics had not changed.
[d]

26. Why did Republicans in the summer of 2011 demand deep cuts in social spending in return for their consent to raise the government’s debt ceiling?
a. The debt ceiling had not been raised for nearly 60 years.
b. Tea party activists in the Republican Party wanted to force a showdown with the president.
c. Republicans were extremely uncomfortable with growing the national debt.
d. Taxes have increased dramatically over the last 20 years, making revenue improvements impossible.
[b]

27. The political and cultural conflict between liberals and conservatives since the 1990s most resembles the debates of the 
a. Progressive Era.
b. roaring twenties.
c. war years.
d. turbulent sixties.
[a]

28. As of 2010, an estimated _____________ undocumented migrants lived in the United States.
a. 1.2 million
b. 4 million
c. 12 million
d. 21 million
[c]

29. Who had warned of “irrational exuberance” in 2001?
a. Bill Clinton
b. Al Gore
c. Paul Wolfowitz
d. Alan Greenspan
[d]

30. Which new culture-war policy did the Bush administration implement?
a. It sought ways to introduce prayer in schools.
b. It banned the use of federal funds for most stem-cell research.
c. It overturned Bill Clinton’s “don’t ask don’t tell” policy.
d. It legalized gay marriage in the District of Columbia.
[b]


Quiz 2

1. What was the name of the accounting firm that went down with the Enron scandal in the fall of 2001?
a. Halliburton
b. Deloitte & Touche
c. Arthur Anderson
d. Bechtel and Co.
[c]

2. What was the title of the report by the Central Intelligence Agency, delivered to the White House on August 6, 2001?
a. “Bin Laden determined to strike U.S.”
b. “No Weapons of Mass Destruction in Iraq”
c. “Iran’s Nuclear Program – the End of Israel”
d. “Cold War Redux: Al Qaeda in Decline”
[a]

3. What specific message did President George W. Bush send to the Muslim world in his speech of September 20th, 2001, in which he declared war on terror?
a. “We will hunt you down.”
b. “We respect your faith.”
c. “Mission accomplished.”
d. “Bring’em on.”
[b]

4. What did Iraq’s dictator Saddam Hussein think of religious fundamentalists?
a. He considered them a threat to his rule.
b. He shared their world view and ambitions.
c. He considered them harmless, if foolish.
d. He hoped to use them against the United States.
[a]

5. Why did Secretary of State Colin Powell appear before the United Nation’s Security Council in February 2003?
a. to present evidence that Saddam Hussein was hiding weapons of mass destruction
b. to protest China’s and Russia’s support of Saddam Hussein
c. to request that the world community order investigators into Iraq
d. to convince the world’s powers that they ought to provide troops for the war in Afghanistan
[a]

6. How long did it take U.S. forces to reach Baghdad in their invasion of Iraq in spring 2003?
a. two days
b. a little over three weeks
c. two months
d. half a year
[b]

7. Why did the administrator of the Coalition Provisional Authority disband the Iraqi army of 500,000 in 2003?
a. He feared they might reorganize for a counteroffensive.
b. He needed young men for a series of public works programs.
c. He was eager to eliminate all support for Hussein’s Ba’ath Party.
d. He worried that Islamist fundamentalists might recruit within the Iraqi army.
[c]

8. Why did a plurality of Americans in 2006 believe that U.S. forces should leave Iraq?
a. The job was finished.
b. The casualties were too high.
c. The U.S. already got Iraq’s oil.
d. European allies were ready to step in.
[b]

9. Apart from the “surge” in troop deployments to Iraq in 2007, how did the U.S. manage to contain sectarian violence?
a. with educational campaigns
b. with the help of missionary activists
c. by paying tribal leaders to stop fighting
d. by obtaining U.N. resolutions
[c]

10. In 1992, Democratic presidential candidate Bill Clinton had campaigned with the slogan,
a. “change you can believe in.”
b. “it’s the economy stupid.”
c. “a thousand points of light.”
d. “keep conservatism compassionate.”
[b]

11. In 2004, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court explicitly ruled that gay men and women
a. had the right to marry in the state.
b. had no right to marry in the state.
c. had no right to abortion.
d. had no right to contraception.
[a]

12. What was the problem with Social Security at the end of the twentieth century?
a. A majority of Americans no longer needed it since prosperity levels had increased so much since the New Deal.
b. A majority of Americans opted out of it since they could obtain better retirement funds in the stock market.
c. The ‘baby boom” generation and longer life expectancy were drawing down reserves.
d. Identity fraud had made the entire social security databank corrupt and unreliable.
[c]

13. Which of the following statements about Supreme Court Justice John Roberts is accurate?
a. He considered himself a disciple of William Rehnquist.
b. He first served in Bill Clinton’s Department of Justice.
c. He struck most observers as affable and well-informed.
d. He had worked in private practice before Bush appointed him to an appeals court.
[b]

14. The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) was based on educational reform in which state?
a. Massachusetts 
b. Texas 
c. California 
d. Minnesota 
[b]

15. Hurricane Katrina in August 2005 had which of the following consequences?
a. Americans lost faith in the media and its objectivity towards politics.
b. Americans’ contributions to charity declined precipitously.
c. The storm triggered a long-term migratory trend north.
d. The storm added to disillusionment with compassionate conservatism.
[d]

16. Which of the following is accurate about immigrants in the early 21st century?
a. Immigrants make up 40 percent of PhD's in America.
b. Immigrants are older than the average American.
c. Immigrants are less likely to be married.
d. Immigrants are more likely to be male than female.
[a]

17. Who proposed a broad compromise on immigration reform in the U.S. Senate?
a. Democrats Russ Feingold and Barbara Boxer
b. Republicans Trent Lott and Sam Brownback
c. Democrat Antonio Villaraigosa and Republican Marco Rubio
d. Republican John McCain and Democrat Edward Kennedy
[d]

18. Which of the following economic measures grew the fastest in the 1990s and 2000s?
a. wages
b. interest
c. household debt
d. savings
[c]

19. What did Joseph Stiglitz argue in this book Globalization and its Discontents?
a. Globalization could only succeed if the world committed to the gold standard.
b. Too few people worried about the persistent poverty in a globalized economy.
c. The technologies of globalization created an even playing field for everyone. 
d. Banks were going to be the losers in the process of globalization.
[b]

20. How did the federal government contribute to the speculation of the 2000s?
a. Clinton told the Federal Reserve to invest in hedge funds.
b. The U.S. Treasury became an investor in the stock market.
c. The Treasury invited speculation on the dollar against the euro.
d. Congress broke down the wall between investment and commercial banking.
[d]

21. Who proposed the $700 billion bailout of toxic mortgage securities in 2008?
a. Presidential candidate Barack Obama
b. Liberal activists across the country
c. Democrats in Congress
d. Bush’s Secretary of the Treasury Henry Paulson
[d]

22. Who ran the largest Ponzi scheme in American history?
a. Ben Bernanke
b. Charles Ponzi
c. Bernard Madoff
d. Lehman Brothers
[c]

23. In March 2009 the Dow Jones was trading at 50 percent lower than it had been in October of 2007, reaching a twelve-year low of 
a. less than 2,000.
b. just above 5,000.
c. below 6,500.
d. below 10,000.
[c]

24. What did the presidential candidates of 2008 John McCain and Barack Obama have in common?
a. Both were not born in the United States.
b. Both had served in the Vietnam War.
c. Both were Ivy-League schooled Northeasterners.
d. Both were a surprising choice for their party.
[d]

25. How many people came to listen to presidential candidate Barack Obama in Berlin in the summer of 2008?
a. 2,000
b. 12,000
c. 20,000
d. 200,000
[d]

26. President Barack Obama did which of the following during the first two years in office?
a. He closed the prison at Guantanamo Bay.
b. He nationalized the American car industry.
c. He increased troop levels in Afghanistan.
d. He increased spending on social security.
[c]

27. The Financial Regulatory Reform Act of 2010
a. put caps on CEO earnings.
b. imposed a new bank tax.
c. abolished the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection.
d. imposed tighter regulation on banks’ trading practices.
[d]

28. How did President Barack Obama’s nominations to the Supreme Court change the political balance in the highest court? 
a. It left the political balance unchanged.
b. It tilted it further to the left.
c. It tilted it further to the right.
d. It gave it a pro-women bias.
 [a]

29. Which of the following was a cause for the $4 trillion in additional debt racked up since 2009?
a. the ongoing costs of two wars
b. Social Security outlays
c. Medicare expenses
d. Foodstamp programs
[a]

30. Why did approximately 60,000 New Orleans residents have to face Hurricane Katrina in the flooded city? 
a. City, state, and federal officials had failed to make provisions for people without cars.
b. These remaining residents had defied several attempts to save them from the flood.
c. The flooding of the city of New Orleans was completely unexpected.
d. Since the city residents were black, the mayor and other authorities did not care.
[a]



Test 1

Identification

Identify who, what, where, when, and/or why the following are important:

1. global war on terror
2. “coalition of the willing”
3. waterboarding 
4. “wedge” issues
5. “standards based educational reform”
6. initial public offering (IPO)
7. toxic assets
8. Bernard Madoff
9. Sarah Palin
10. Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act



Multiple Choice

1. How did the world respond to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001?
a. Most nations’ responses were muted and uncomfortable.
b. World reactions were mixed and especially Europeans seemed reserved.
c. Only Israel offered its heartfelt condolences.
d. Demonstrations of support for the U.S. were seen worldwide.
[d]

2. Which of the following nations was NOT on the “axis of evil”?
a. France
b. North Korea
c. Iraq
d. Iran
[a]

3. What disturbing element emerged almost immediately after U.S. troops had captured Iraq in April 2003?
a. There were no plans to preserve order or restore Iraq’s economy.
b. Al Qaeda had already established its headquarters in Iraq.
c. Saddam Hussein continued to control guerilla fighters from a hidden location.
d. Iranian mercenaries were roaming the city with no other goal than to plunder.
[a]

4. What impact did the White House Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives have?
a. It turned people away from belonging to a church, which was not intended.
b. With its ample resources, it fostered corruption in church leadership offices.
c. It blurred the line between funding for services and for proselytizing.
d. The Office came up with the No Child Left Behind Act for school reform.
[c]

5. Ten years after the implementation of the No Child Left Behind Act,
a. students were graduating from high school in larger numbers.
b. the results of the ambitious education reform remained modest.
c. almost 15 percent of inner-city schools had been closed.
d. the number of private schools had dropped precipitously.
[b]

6. Which of the following companies did NOT get caught in an accounting scandal?
a. WorldCom
b. Qwest Communications
c. Lehman Brothers
d. Enron
[c]

7. How did other nations respond to the financial deregulation in the United States in the late 1990s and 2000s?
a. Foreign investors rarely found out about the new opportunities.
b. Banks across Europe and Asia bought large amounts of investment products in the deregulated market.
c. Coming from a more conservative business climate, European banks shied away from the fruits of deregulation.
d. As lawmakers had intended, Asian nations bought up the majority of the new assets available through deregulation.
[b]

8. President Barack Obama was born in 
a. Kenya.
b. Hawaii.
c. Indonesia.
d. Kansas.
[b]

9. Which of the following aspects of the great recession had the most long-lasting impact?
a. the slump in housing prices
b. the crisis of the nation’ automakers
c. the bailout of AIG
d. the failure of Lehman Brothers
[a]

10. Which of the following best assesses the impact of the 2010 midterm elections? 
a. Democrats held their own.
b. Republicans won mightily.
c. A lackluster turn-out failed to create change.
d. Voters rewarded experience and punished novices.
[b]


Short Answers

1.	How did President George W. Bush legitimate the U.S. invasion of Iraq?

Bush Doctrine – Colin Powell – WMD – coalition of the willing

2.	How did religious faith weaken the Bush administration’s support for science, education, and research?

Ban on stem-cell research, the White House Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives, intelligent design over evolution, the denial of global warming

3.	How did the Bush administration handle Hurricane Katrina?

Lack of coordination – the Federal Emergency Management Agency – Michael Brown and Michael Chertoff – Bush’s “fly by” - Superdome

4.	How did the turn in the housing prices expand into a worldwide great recession?

Subprime mortgages – toxic assets – banking deregulation – Bear Stearns – Freddie and Fanni Mac – Trouble Asset Relief Program

5.	Why was presidential candidate Barack Obama so popular abroad?

A welcome relief to the combative and close-minded Bush – Obama’s international upbringing and education as a harbinger of a multilateral, global outlook



Essays

1. Discuss the escalation of the war on terror and what it has accomplished.

2. Examine the election results of 2006, 2008, and 2010. What does this tell you about the mood of voters and their hopes and expectations of Washington?





Test 2

Identification

Identify who, what, where, when, and/or why the following are important:

1. Enron
2. Bush Doctrine
3. compassionate conservatism
4. right-to-life
5. Hamdan v. Rumsfeld
6. Alan Greenspan
7. Joseph Stiglitz
8. Great Recession
9. BP oil spill
10. Tea Party



Multiple Choice

1. How many people died in the attacks of September 11, 2001?
a. over 350 
b. over 1,850
c. over 2,750
d. over 6,000
[c]

2. What were the weaknesses of Hamid Karzai’s new government after the defeat of the Taliban in Afghanistan?
a. He was unfamiliar with the West and the United States.
b. He had the equivalent of a third-grade education.
c. He was brusque and awkward with foreign visitors.
d. His administration was mired in corruption.
[d]

3. Who replaced the abrasive Donald Rumsfelt as Secretary of Defense after the election of 2006?
a. Hillary Clinton
b. Colin Powell
c. Condoleezza Rice
d. Robert Gates
[d]

4. Which of the following statements about marriage in the 21st century is NOT true?
a. Nearly half of all marriages have ended in divorce.
b. At least one third of children were born to unmarried mothers.
c. New, gay marriages have further weakened heterosexual marriages.
d. Lack of childcare proved a constant problem for millions of families.
[c]

5. In which important case did Justice Anthony Kennedy vote with the liberal bloc of the Supreme Court?
a. Bush v. Gore
b. Hamdan v. Rumsfeld
c. McDonald v. Chicago
d. In re. Citizens United
[b]

6. Which of the following did not routinely speak of immigrants as a silent invasion?
a. Rush Limbaugh
b. Glenn Beck
c. John McCain
d. Lou Dobbs
[c]

7. In 2005 Ben Bernanke, the chairman of the President’s Council of Economic Advisors, reported that house prices had risen __________ in just the preceding two years.
a. 10 percent
b. 15 percent
c. 25 percent
d. 40 percent
[c]

8. In the early 21st century, what led many Americans to buy a home they could not afford in the long run?
a. They were ready to default and live rent free during the foreclosure process. 
b. They expected their home price to rise so that they could sell with a profit.
c. They were hopeful that their earnings would soon catch up with their mortgage.
d. They were hoping that the adjustable rate on their subprime mortgage would go down.
[b]

9. Which of the following was NOT one of the strengths Sarah Palin added to McCain’s ticket in 2008?
a. youth
b. experience
c. attractiveness
d. appeal to conservatives
[b]

10. Why did House Republicans in 2010 resort to filibustering?
a. to prevent the president from sending more troops to Afghanistan
b. to block the Democrats’ tax hike on the middle class
c. To prevent Democrats from signing a trade agreement with North Korea
d. To block everything from legislation to appointments
[d]


Short Answers

1.	Why did the defeat of the Taliban in Afghanistan in December 2001 not end the war there?

Transitional government of Hamid Karzai – corruption – re-infiltration from Pakistan – switching allegiances of tribes

2.	What was the purpose of the Iraq Study Group

Assess the goals and possibilities of U.S. military presence there – proposal of troop reduction – a “surge” and payment for insurgent tribal leaders followed instead

3.	How did the attacks of September 11, 2001, change American attitudes toward immigration?

Fear and insecurity prompted calls for more restrictions – right wing talk show hosts spoke of “silent invasions” – a revival of nativism

4.	How did Barack Obama defeat Hillary Clinton in the Democratic primaries in Spring 2008?

Steadfast opposition to war, eloquence, idealism, appeal to youth and to the educated

5.	What did the debt-ceiling standoff in the summer of 2011 reveal?

A deep ideological divide between the parties and an activist Republican contingent with a plan bolder than those of Reagan or Bush to reverse the liberal course followed by the government since the New Deal


Essays

1. How did the relationship between the United States and the world community change between September 11, 2001 and the election of President Barack Obama?

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Barack Obama’s desire as a president was to move past the culture wars of the past. Did he succeed? Which wedge issues were resolved, and which caused wider divisions? Finally, how do you see discussion about these issues (such as gay marriage, abortion, religion in education) developing in your future?

