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Chapter 27: America at Midcentury, 1952-1963

American Communities
1. The new music of the emerging youth culture of the 1950s was known by the African American expression _______________.

Answer: rock ’n’ roll  (812)

2. Elvis Presley’s music combined white and black styles, country music with rhythm and blues.  

Answer: True  (812-813)

3. Elvis Presley’s family was so poor that some people would consider them “white trash.”  

Answer: True  (812) 

4. All of the following are true of “rock ‘n’ roll” EXCEPT

A. It demonstrated the power of youth as consumers.

B. It celebrated a new youth culture.

C. It represented rebellion and independence.

D. It removed racism from society for the young.

Answer: D  (812-813)

5. Audiences responded to Elvis Presley for all of the following reasons EXCEPT

A. The touch of humanity in his music.

B. The sexuality of his performance.

C. His ability to relate to everyone.

D. The sense of the impermissible he conveyed.

Answer: C  (812-813)

6. Did “rock ‘ n’ roll” represent the changes that were occurring in society in the 1950s?  Explain.  (812-813)

7. Elvis Presley made famous all of the following songs EXCEPT

A. “Rock Around the Clock”

B. “Jailhouse Rock”

C. “Don’t Be Cruel”

D. “Heartbreak Hotel”

Answer: A  (813)

American Society

8. John Kenneth Galbraith in his book The Affluent Society said Americans should spend less on consumption and more on public goods, such as schools and health care.

Answer: True  (814)

9. The title of Galbraith’s book, The Affluent Society, is an apt description of the 1950s for all of the following reasons EXCEPT

A. The force driving the economy was personal consumption.

B. There was an emphasis on society’s well-being.

C. The economy was prosperous in the 1950s.  

D. There was a popular belief that life would continuously improve.

Answer: B  (814)

10. Eisenhower’s beliefs matched up with those of Herbert Hoover in favor of all of the following EXCEPT

A. Voluntary government-business cooperation.

B. Personal self-restraint.

C. Disinterested public service.

D. Restrained New Deal programs.

Answer: D  (815-816)

11. Did Eisenhower’s personality, his approach to the presidency, and his position on New Deal programs all correspond to the general mood of the 1950s?  Explain.  (815-816)

12. What evidence is there that Eisenhower thought the corporations should have a major role in setting domestic and economic policy?  (814)

13. Eisenhower thought the New Deal should be reversed and worked to that end.

Answer:  False  (814-815)

14. Eisenhower did all of the following EXCEPT

A. Favor pro-business appointees to regulatory agencies.

B. Approve of dismantling Social Security and the New Deal.

C. Disapprove of fiscal policy to fight recessions.

D. Expand the government with a new department.

Answer: B  (814-815) 

15. The method of managing the economy that can involve adjusting both taxes and government spending is known as ____________ policy.

Answer: fiscal  (815)

16. When the U.S. suffered from recession in 1953 and in 1958, Eisenhower cut taxes and increased government spending.

Answer: False  (815) 

17. The New Deal agency created in 1934 that insured long-term mortgage loans made by private lenders for building houses was the _______________________________.

Answer:  Federal Housing Administration or FHA  (815)

18. The new cabinet department created by the Eisenhower administration was the Department of ___________________________________________________.

Answer: Health, Education, and Welfare  (815)

19. What were the primary benefits and primary drawbacks of FHA policies?  (815-816)

20. The Federal Housing Administration policies favored the growth of middle-class suburban areas.

Answer: True  (815) 

21. The Federal Housing Administration

A. Increased government construction of housing.

B. Emphasized multi-unit complexes in central cities.

C. Favored a policy segregating social and racial classes.

D. Discouraged private capital from investing in the housing industry.

Answer: C  (815-816) 

22. One of the first planned communities, composed of houses constructed with mass-production techniques and opened on Long Island in 1947, was _______________.

Answer: Levittown  (815) 

23. Levittown was composed of prefabricated houses with very few floor plans so that all the houses were similar.

Answer: True  (815-816) 

24. Why could it be said that the Federal Housing Administration “revolutionized” the housing industry?  What did it do exactly, and what was the effect?  (815-816)

25. The Federal Housing Administration is an example of how government involvement in the economy can stimulate the private sector.

Answer: True  (815) 

26. The Federal Housing Administration is an example of how New Deal programs and government subsidies have benefited the middle class but not necessarily the poor.  Is this true?  Explain.  (814-816)

27. Is Levittown an example of the developments promoting stability, conformity, and consumption in the 1950s?  Explain.  (815-816)

28. Levittown had a policy that only Caucasians could live there.

Answer: True  (816) 

29. According to the graphs on the growth of the suburbs, the percentage of the total population living in rural areas and small towns declined slowly but steadily between 1950 and 1970.

Answer:  True  (818)

30. According to the graphs on the growth of the suburbs, the population of central cities actually declined in real numbers between 1950 and 1970.

Answer:  False  (818) 

31. According to the graphs on the growth of the suburbs, the actual population of suburban areas

A. Increased more in the 1950s than in the 1960s.  

B. Grew rapidly in the 1950s, then leveled off in the 1960s. 

C. Increased in the 1950s, then began a slow decline.  

D. Was greater than that of the central cities by 1970.

Answer:  D  (818)  

32. The GI Bill of Rights

A. Was restricted to educational grants.

B. Provided veterans with low-interest business loans.

C. Was first passed under Truman to help veterans.

D. Left all home mortgages to the FHA.

Answer: B  (816)

33. The Federal Highway Act of 1956 authorized the construction of the interstate highway system.

Answer: True  (816) 

34. Many New Deal trends and programs were continued under Eisenhower’s Republican administration in the 1950s.  Why?  Identify these trends and programs plus new additions and explain what they did, who they benefited, and their effects.  Did they benefit the middle class more than any other group?  Explain.  (814-821)

35. The Federal Highway Act of 1956 became the single largest public works program in U.S. history.

Answer: True  (816)

36. During the 1930s, the New Deal was often criticized for its public works programs.  Should the Federal Highway Act of 1956 have been similarly criticized?  Explain.  (816)

37. The Federal Highway Act of 1956

A. Led to the decline of mass transit in the U.S.

B. Was paid for out of general revenues.

C. Was passed only because it was accompanied by tax cuts.

D. Revived older cities by restoring access to them.

Answer: A  (816)

38. The popular name for the benefits of the 1944 Servicemen’s Readjustment Act that offered veterans education grants and low-interest loans for homes and businesses was __________________________________.

Answer: the GI Bill of Rights  (816)

39. The legislation of 1958 that established the government program providing grants and loans to promote the education of scientists, mathematicians, teachers, and college instructors in response to the launching of Sputnik was ________________________.

Answer: the National Defense Education Act  (820) 

40. What do the FHA, the GI Bill, the Highway Act of 1956, and the National Defense Education Act have in common?  Explain.  (815-820)

41. The book by Betty Friedan that indicated the lack of a sense of fulfillment by women in the 1950s and helped revive the feminist movement was entitled ______________.

Answer: The Feminine Mystique  (817) 
42. What was the female image that was projected as both the ideal and the reality in the 1950s?  Was it the reality?  Explain.  (816-817)

43. By 1960, a majority of women were employed in order to have a middle-class lifestyle.

Answer: False  (817) 

44. The suburbs in the 1950s

A. Were all alike.

B. Isolated people and stressed anonymity.

C. Brought a reaction against the New Deal.

D. Emphasized fitting in and having security.

Answer: D (818)

45. The number of people identifying themselves as church members increased in the 1950s.

Answer: True  (817) 

46. Why would California be a prime example of postwar suburban life?  What did it have?  What defines that life?  (816-818)

47. If separate suburban communities differed by one being composed of one ethnic group or social class and another suburb being composed of a different ethnic group or social class, does that mean that those individual communities were not essentially alike, conformist, and materialistic?  Explain.  (816-818)

48. What was the difference between George Meany’s view of the purpose of unions and the view of Walter Reuther?  (819)

49. Walter Reuther believed in all of the following EXCEPT

A. Racial equality.

B. Socialist government.

C. Expansion of the welfare state.

D. Aggressive union organizing.

Answer: B  (819) 

50. In 1955 the AFL and the CIO split and became separate organizations.

Answer: False  (818-819) 

51. What was the significance of the fact that while there was a decline in the number of union members in the total workforce after 1955, there was an increase in the number of union members among public sector employees?  (818-819)

52. Labor unions

A. Enjoyed more overall growth after the AFL-CIO merger.

B. Gained more control over their own affairs after 1959.

C. Generally failed to raise their members’ living standards.

D. Reflected the shift to a service economy as government employees joined.

Answer: D  (818-819) 

53. The book by Donald Riesman suggesting that Americans increasingly were not “inner-directed” but “other-directed” is ____________________.

Answer: The Lonely Crowd  (819)

54. The book by William H. Whyte that argues middle-class males had created a new social ethic emphasizing not competitive individualism but belonging to a group or a corporation as the source of identity and standards was _______________________.

Answer: The Organization Man  (819)

55. The book by C. Wright Mills that argues a small, interconnected group of corporate executives, military men, and political leaders dominated American society and government decisions was ___________________________.

Answer: The Power Elite  (819)

56. Do the arguments in the books The Lonely Crowd, The Organization Man, and White Collar have anything in common?  What does each argue?   (819)

57. All of the following were books of the 1950s suggesting a widespread inclination to conformity EXCEPT

A. The Organization Man.
B. The Wapshot Chronicle.
C. The Feminine Mystique.
D. The Lonely Crowd.
Answer: C  (819)

58. The decade of the 1950s is sometimes described as having a corporate culture.  Would you agree or not?  Discuss the developments in government, in society, in the intellectual community, and at the universities.  (814-820)

59. All of the following were true of colleges and universities in the 1950s EXCEPT

A. They received virtual subsidies from the GI Bill and the NDEA.

B. They put more emphasis on faculty research to obtain government grants.

C. They appointed businessmen to their boards of trustees.

D. They stressed undergraduate education as enrollment grew.

Answer: D (820) 

60. The person who developed the first effective vaccine against poliomyelitis was ________________________.

Answer: Jonas Salk  (820) 

61. Health care in the 1950s

A. Was promoted by the AMA, increasing the number of physicians per 100,000 people.

B. Was inequitably applied because many could not afford the latest treatments.

C. Became socialized medicine as more people went to emergency rooms for care.

D. Suffered as government support for research declined.

Answer: B  (820-821)

62. What was the position of the American Medical Association (AMA) on the number of physicians being trained and on efforts to have government support to provide health care to the poor and elderly?  Is there any inconsistency between the AMA’s position on those issues and the physician’s supposed dedication to good health care?  Explain.  (821)

63. The “Fabulous Fifties” provided considerable prosperity with many enjoying a rising standard of living and more amenities such as access to a college education.  Was this simply the result of market forces and rugged individualism?  What role did the government play in contributing to this prosperity?  Discuss the corporate experience and the various government programs affecting the economy, housing, travel, education, and health.  (814-821)

64. The Eisenhower administration is said to have been in tune with the 1950s.  Was it?  Include discussion of the philosophy and major achievements of the administration and the character of the decade.  (814-816)

Youth Culture

65. The word that developed after WW II in the U.S. for adolescents, setting them apart as “a separate entity” unlike any other country according to the Dictionary of American Slang, is ________________.

Answer: teenager (821)

66. All of the following contributed to the idea in the 1950s that teenagers were a special community EXCEPT

A. Their increased numbers as the baby boomers arrived in full force.

B. Their emergence as consumers with particular tastes.

C. Their fairly common experience attending school.

D. The influence of the mass media and teen publications.

Answer: A  (821) 

67. Did teenagers partly set themselves apart as a group by doing things that they hoped would identify them as adults?  Explain.  (821-824)

68. One of the most influential songwriters and guitarists of the first “golden age of rock ‘n’ roll” was the St. Louis African American ________________________.

Answer: Chuck Berry  (822) 

69. The African-American rhythm and blues artists who began to attract white teenage fans in the early 1950s included all of the following EXCEPT

A. Ray Charles.

B. The Moonglows.

C. Fats Domino.

D. The Everly Brothers.

Answer: D  (822-823) 

70. When African-American artists began to “cross over” and appeal to white teenagers, they began producing “cover” versions for their white fans.

Answer: False (822)

71. The term popularized by the Cleveland disc jockey Alan Freed to describe the black rhythm and blues songs that he played on the air was ________________________.

Answer: rock ‘n’ roll  (822)

72. How did racism, “cover” versions, and the power of the major record companies set up the situation so that Elvis Presley could become such a big hit?  (822-823)

73. Elvis Presley succeeded in part because he was allowed to do what the black rhythm and blues artists were not—have full access to the white teenage market.

Answer: True (822-823)

74. All of the following are true about Elvis Presley EXCEPT

A. He acted as a symbol of rebellious youth.

B. He became the most influential songwriter of the day.

C. He mixed black and white styles, rhythm and blues and country together.

D. He helped popular culture to accept rock ‘n’ roll.

Answer: B  (822-823) 

75. Teenagers in the 1950s developed their own culture but also identified more with adults.

Answer: True  (823-824) 

76. All of the following contributed to teenagers trying to act like adults EXCEPT

A. First menstruation occurring at an earlier age.

B. The social climate of junior high schools.

C. The availability of cars to drive.

D. The youth culture’s emphasis on the problems of being a teen.

Answer: D  (823-824)

77. All of the following were true of juvenile delinquency during the 1950s EXCEPT

A. Widespread media attention made it seem a crisis.

B. Crime statistics indicated more of it, especially in the suburbs.

C. In response, efforts were made to regulate and censor youth media.

D. Concerns about it had little to do with the reputation of youth culture.

Answer: D  (824)

78. What were the effects of the continual attention given by the mass media to the subject of juvenile delinquency during the 1950s?  (824)

79. A youth culture developed in the 1950s.  Describe this culture and explain the reasons it developed when it did.  (821-824)

80. The youth culture in the 1950s gained a reputation for being rebellious.  Why did it have this reputation? Include an explanation of the youth culture, the developments promoting and shaping it, how it manifested itself, and the character of the larger society in the 1950s.  (821-824)

81. Why did Rebel Without a Cause appeal to teenagers?  Did it indicate the different directions in which teens were pulled?  Explain.  (824)

82. Two of the most influential “problem youth” movies in the 1950s were Rebel Without a Cause and _____________.  
Answer: The Wild One  (824)

83. All of the following were true of figures such as Elvis and James Dean’s movie characters EXCEPT

A. They were seen as threats to middle-class standards.

B. They presented teens the choice of individuality versus belonging to the teen community.

C. They were proof that the youth culture led to delinquency.

D. They attracted teens by seeming both insubordinate and sensitive.

Answer: C  (822-824)

84. Frederic Wertham in Seduction of the Innocent argues that mass culture can be more powerful than traditional influences of family, school, and religion.  Do you agree?  What was mass culture primarily used for in the 1950s—to sell things?  Explain your position.  (824)

85. In the 1950s, many people came to associate rock ‘n’ roll with juvenile delinquency because the mass media made that connection.

Answer: True  (824) 

86. Alan Freed defended African-American rhythm and blues, which he called rock ‘n’ roll, as the only truly American music.

Answer: True  (823) 

Mass Culture and Its Discontents

87. According to the graph of radio and television ownership, by 1960 more households had televisions than radios.

Answer:  False  (825)

88. According to the graph of radio and television ownership, 1940-1960

A. In 1940, less than 50 percent of the nation's households had radios. 

B. The number of households with radios increased by over 10,000,000 between 1940 and 1950.

C. In 1950, more than 10 percent of United States homes had televisions. 

D. By 1960, most United States homes had both radios and televisions.

Answer:  D  (825)  

89. Television helped to promote a culture defined by consumerism.

Answer: True  (824)

90. The critics of “mass society” deplored American culture’s emphasis on

A. Freedom and equality.

B. Conformity and consumption.

C. Security and safety.

D. Opportunity and opulence.

Answer: B  (824-825) 

91. Advertising on radio had emphasized sponsoring and producing whole shows.

Answer: True  (825) 

92. The first big national TV hit show was ________________________________.

Answer: The Milton Berle Show  (825)

93. Many of the early TV shows such as The Life of Riley dealt with the real concerns of working-class people in a prosperous consumer culture.

Answer: True  (826) 

94. How did the comedy shows on TV change from those dominating in the early 1950s to the late 1950s, and what does that change say about American society and culture in that decade?  (826-827)

95. The situation comedies of the late 1950s rarely mentioned any group except white, middle-class suburbanites.

Answer: True  (826) 

96. TV shows such as Leave It to Beaver
A. Rarely dealt with serious social issues.

B. Often had an African American character.

C. Were set in inner urban areas.

D. Included various white ethnic groups.

Answer: A  (826) 

97. If Disney’s production of a series of specials on Davy Crockett in 1955 shows the influence of television, what was the nature of that influence?  What was the biggest result of the series?  (826)

98. The most representative sit-coms of the late 1950s included all of the following EXCEPT

A. The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet.
B. The Donna Reed Show.
C. Father Knows Best.
D. I Love Lucy.
Answer: D  (826)

99. The 1950s are sometimes described as being shaped and dominated by conformity, consumption, and consensus.  Is this an accurate portrayal?  Discuss the political, social, and cultural developments of the 1950s.  (814-840)

100. Television was important for politics in the 1950s in that 

A. It brought in-depth political analysis to the public.

B. It broadcast half-hour news shows daily.

C. It made creating images the most important element in electoral politics.

D. It provided debates on issues from a wide range of views.

Answer: C  (826)

101. Television made a difference politically in the 1950s in all of the following EXCEPT

A. Richard Nixon’s “Checkers” speech.

B. Eisenhower’s speech on the military-industrial complex.

C. Estes Kefauver’s investigation of organized crime.

D. The Army-McCarthy hearings.

Answer: B  (826-827)

102. The importance of the Batten, Barton, Durstine, and Osborn promotional campaign was that it set a standard for image making in politics.

Answer: True (827)

103. Criticism of the mass media in the 1950s came from the Left and the Right.  Give an example of a possible criticism by each.  (827-828)

104. The critics of mass culture in the 1950s included all of the following EXCEPT

A. Jack Kerouac.

B. Vance Packard.

C. Dwight Macdonald.

D. Joe Turner.

Answer: D (827)

105. One of the best selling criticisms of mass culture and the use of advertising to appeal to people’s irrational impulses was Vance Packard’s book _______________.

Answer: The Hidden Persuaders (827)

106. The book considered to be the manifesto of the beats was Jack Kerouac’s 1957 novel, _______________________.

Answer: On the Road  (827)

107. What did the term “beat” mean to Jack Kerouac?  What did the Beats disapprove of and what did they advocate?  (827-828)

108. Allen Ginsberg became famous for his epic poem entitled _________.

Answer: “Howl”  (828)

109. The Beats objected to all of the following EXCEPT

A. Conformity.

B. Militarism.

C. Spontaneity.

D. Material gain as a virtue.

Answer: C  (827-828)

110. Were the Beats correct about what Americans see as virtues and about the effects of the modern industrial state?  Identify the reputed virtues and effects and explain.  (827-828)

111. Criticism of mass culture in the 1950s—including the youth culture—came from clear across the political and intellectual spectrum.  Describe the major features of mass culture in the 1950s and the major criticisms.  Were the criticisms valid?  Explain.  (824-828)

112. Describe the youth culture of the 1950s in all its aspects.  Explain how it developed, how it became so important, and its results.  (821-824)

The Cold War Continued

113. In foreign policy, Eisenhower

A. Called for liberating Eastern Europe.

B. Used the CIA undercover to overthrow governments.

C. Won the Korean War after it had stalemated.

D. Believed in using the military as the first option.

Answer: B  (828)

114. In his farewell address, Eisenhower warned the nation about the military-industrial complex.  What is it?  What created it?  Did Eisenhower help promote it?  Explain.  (828-833)

115. In response to the cold war, Eisenhower

A. Built up the United States' conventional forces.

B. Thought the U.S. had to become a security or “garrison” state.

C. Vowed to break the Soviet Union and achieve total victory.

D. Relied on the threat of nuclear weapons.

Answer: D  (828)

116. Military spending under Eisenhower increased enormously.

Answer: False (828)

117. Eisenhower’s Secretary of State John Foster Dulles favored a policy towards Communism called ____________.

Answer: rollback  (828)

118. When Eisenhower left office, he warned the nation about the dangers of increased military spending and the power that that would give to what he called ________.

Answer: the military-industrial complex  (833)

119. Eisenhower’s foreign policy was dedicated to rolling back Communism.

Answer: False  (828-829)

120. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles

A. Agreed completely with Eisenhower on foreign policy.

B. Advocated a policy of containment.

C. Applied a missionary righteousness to his job.

D. Called for a buildup of conventional forces.

Answer: C (828)

121. Was Dulles’s position on Eastern Europe proved correct in East Berlin in 1953 and in Hungary in 1956? Explain.  (828)

122. After the death of Stalin in 1953, were there developments that promised better relations between the U.S. and the USSR?  Explain.  (829)

123. After Stalin’s death in 1953, developments suggesting the possibility of improved U.S.-USSR. relations included all of the following EXCEPT

A. Khrushchev’s unilateral suspension of nuclear testing.

B. Khrushchev’s speech criticizing Stalin.

C. The withdrawal of Soviet troops from Austria.

D. The USSR's capture of Francis Gary Powers.

Answer: D (829)

124. What was involved in the U-2 incident, and what was the result?  (829)

125. Eisenhower favored a doctrine of 

A. “sufficiency.”

B. overwhelming force.

C. “brinkmanship.”

D. “rollback.”

Answer: A  (829)

126. The first space-orbiting satellite, launched by the USSR in 1957, was called _______.

Answer: Sputnik   (829)

127. The launch of Sputnik led to all of the following EXCEPT

A. The passage of the National Defense Education Act.

B. A call for a huge military budget increase by Eisenhower.

C. The creation of the National Aeronautics and Space Agency.

D. A demand for a national program to build “fallout shelters.”

Answer: B  (829)

128. What doctrine did Eisenhower favor after the launch of Sputnik, and what were his reasons?  (829)

129. What was the “New Look” approach to foreign affairs by the Eisenhower administration?  What were its advantages and disadvantages?  (829-830)

130. The director of the CIA under Eisenhower was John Foster Dulles.

Answer: False  (830)

131. What is covert activity, and what kind of activities were included in the 1950s?  Does this kind of activity put the two sides in the Cold War on the same level ethically?  Explain.  (829-830)

132. According to the map of the United States in the Caribbean, 1948-1966, between 1948 and 1966 the United States intervened in all of the following nations EXCEPT

A. Cuba.

B. The Dominican Republic.

C. Guatemala.

D. Haiti.

Answer:  D   (831)

133. According to the map on the United States in the Caribbean, 1948-1966, the South American country most influenced by U.S.-Latin American activities during this period was Colombia.

Answer:  False  (831)

134. Explain Eisenhower’s foreign policy.  What was his primary goal, and what means did he use?  Should he have listened more to his secretary of state?  Was there a contradiction between advocating a “new look” and “sufficiency”?  What were the results?  (828-833)

135. The forerunner of the CIA during World War II was the OSS.

Answer: True  (830)

136. What happened in Iran in 1953 involving the U.S. and the CIA, and what were the results?  (830)

137. The U.S. used covert action to overthrow governments in the 1950s on the justification that it was fighting Communism and promoting freedom.  Is that what happened in Iran in 1953 and Guatemala in 1954?  Explain what happened in each case, the causes, motives, and results.  Was the U.S. action more in tune with democracy in those countries or U.S. interests in those countries?  Explain.  (829-833)

138. In 1953 in Iran, a CIA-sponsored movement overthrew the democratically elected Prime Minister Mossadegh and replaced him with an absolute ruler, the pro-American Shah Pahlavi.

Answer: True  (830)

139. Mohammed Mossadegh was overthrown because

A. He was a Communist.

B. He opposed any American presence in Iran.

C. He was trying to become a dictator.

D. He had nationalized Britain’s Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.

Answer: D (830)

140. What happened in Palestine/Israel after the Arab-Israeli War of 1948?  Can both sides be blamed for the on-going dispute between Israel and the Palestinians/Arabs?  Explain.  (830)

141. All of the following occurred in Palestine in 1948 EXCEPT

A. Israel was recognized as a new nation-state.

B. Thousands of Palestinians fled Palestine and became refugees.

C. The USSR refused to recognize Israel.

D. Israel won the 1948 war and seized Arab land.

Answer: C  (830)

142. In 1956 the U.S. opposed the British-French-Israeli attack on Egypt to secure control of the Suez Canal.

Answer: True  (830)

143. After the Arab nationalist General Abdel Nasser of Egypt turned to the Soviet Union for aid in building the Aswan Dam, did many in the U.S. begin to assume that Arab nationalism was pro-Communist?  How would such an assumption complicate (or simplify) U.S. relations in the Middle East?  (830)

144. The U.S. used the United Nations against its allies, Britain, France, and Israel, in the Suez crisis of 1956.

Answer: True  (830)

145. In 1954 the U.S. sponsored the overthrow of the democratically elected government of Jácobo Arbenz Guzmán in Guatemala.

Answer: True  (830)

146. Why did the U.S. sponsor the overthrow of the government of Jácobo Arbenz Guzmán?  Was it because he was a Communist or because the United Fruit Company labeled his land reform as Communistic?  Explain.  (830)

147. Considering what happened in Iran in 1953 and Guatemala in 1954, does U.S. foreign policy become more supportive of democracy in other countries when American companies are invested there?  Explain.  (830)

148. The American company that dominated much of the land and the economy of Guatemala in the 1950s and demanded U.S. intervention to protect it was the _____________________.

Answer: United Fruit Company  (830)

149. After the U.S. helped overthrow Jácobo Arbenz Guzmán in 1954, Guatemala became a peaceful, stable, democratic country.

Answer: False  (830-831)

150. What was the effect of the U.S. intervention in Guatemala in 1954 on Guatemala and on U.S. relations with the rest of Latin America?  (830-831)

151. When Vice President Richard Nixon went on his “goodwill” tour of Latin America in 1958, he was welcomed everywhere.

Answer: False  (832)

152. The U.S. intervened in Guatemala in 1954 because

A. Jácobo Arbenz Guzmán was a brutal dictator.

B. His land reform program was said to be Communistic.

C. It wanted to stop a ten-year-old civil war.

D. It proposed to establish a democratically elected government.

Answer: B (830)

153. What was the most important characteristic of the Vietminh—that they were anti-French or nationalists led by the Communist national Ho Chi Minh, or…?  Explain.  (832-833)

154. What was the characteristic of the Vietminh that the U.S. seemed to ignore?  Did the U.S. also seem to overlook or misinterpret it in the case of Mossadegh, Nasser, and Arbenz Guzmán?  How did the U.S. interpret this characteristic?  (832-833)

155. When the French lost at Dien Bien Phu in 1954, they asked the U.S. to intervene, but Eisenhower refused.

Answer: True   (832)

156. Eisenhower opposed U.S. involvement in a full-scale war in Indochina but thought the U.S. should keep countries from falling to Communism.

Answer: True (832)

157. What was the domino theory, and what did it lead the U.S. to do in Southeast Asia?  (832-833)

158. The U.S. attended the Geneva conference on Vietnam but refused to sign the Geneva accord, which called for re-unification and national elections.

Answer: True  (832-833)

159. Did the U.S. refuse to sign the Geneva accord because they did not like who national elections in Vietnam would undoubtedly elect?  Who was the most likely winner?  What does that say about U.S. priorities?  (832-833)

160. In response to Vietnam becoming independent, the U.S. did all of the following EXCEPT

A. Support elections for the whole country.

B. Put in power in the South a pro-American leader who had little support.

C. Organize a collective security agreement for Southeast Asia.

D. Provide more and more economic and military aid to the South.

Answer: A  (832-833)

161. What had happened in South Vietnam by 1959?  How did the U.S. interpret these events?  What was the effect?  (832-833)

162. Vietnam was one of many countries after World War II seeking to throw off colonial rule and become independent.  Trace the developments in Vietnam in the 1950s and explain how the U.S. became involved.  Was the U.S. operating under mistaken assumptions?  Explain.  (832-833)

163. What was Eisenhower’s foreign policy?  Explain its philosophy, goals, and accomplishments while tracing the major developments of the 1950s.  (829-833)

164. The collective security pact that the U.S. organized in 1954 to protect South Vietnam and prevent a domino effect in the region was ________________.

Answer: the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization or SEATO (833)

165. The idea expressed by Eisenhower in 1954 that, if one country in a region fell to Communism, others would soon follow was the ________________________.

Answer: domino effect  (832)

166. Why did some people in Europe and the U.S. oppose the “new look” in foreign policy?  What were the two main protest groups?  (833)

167. Ban the Bomb and SANE opposed the “new look” in foreign policy because it relied on nuclear weapons.

Answer: True  (833)

168. The best description of Eisenhower’s approach to foreign affairs is 

A. Aggressive.

B. Timid.

C. Technological.

D. Cautious.

Answer: D (833)

169. Eisenhower’s comments on the military-industrial complex show that, as a military man, he believed in having a national security state.

Answer: False  (833)

John F. Kennedy and the New Frontier

170. The book for which John F. Kennedy won the Pulitzer Prize in 1957 was ___________.

Answer: Profiles in Courage (834)

171. According to the map of the Election of 1960, 

A. Republican Richard M. Nixon carried most of the former Confederate states.

B. Democrat John F. Kennedy carried most states, including all the states of the Lower South. 

C. Republican Richard M. Nixon swept the Pacific Coast states, including his home state of California. 

D. Independent Harry F. Byrd carried all of the states of the Deep South.

Answer:  C  (835)

172. According to the map of the Election of 1960, the Republican candidate, Richard M. Nixon, carried most states in the Great Plains and Rocky Mountain regions. 

Answer:  True  (835)

173. The map of the Election of 1960 indicates that the election of 1960 was an overwhelming victory for the Democratic candidate, John F. Kennedy.

Answer:  False  (835)

174. One of the reasons Kennedy won in 1960 over Nixon was that he looked better on television.

Answer: True  (833-834)

175. Of the following, the biggest objection to Kennedy was his

A. Religion.

B. Lack of experience.

C. Youth.

D. Celebrity status.

Answer: A  (834)

176.  Contrast the argument Kennedy made as a Catholic in 1960 to allay public concerns with the demands made on John Kerry as a Catholic in 2004.  What does that difference say about changes in the culture?  (834)

177. During the 1960 campaign, Kennedy criticized the Eisenhower administration and therefore Nixon for allowing the Soviet Union to get ahead in nuclear weapons and creating a __________________.

Answer: missile gap  (834)

178. Kennedy won the election of 1960 by a margin of a little more than 

A. 1000 votes

B. 10,000 votes

C. 100,000 votes

D. 1,000,000 votes

Answer: C   (834)

179. Because of its youth and glamour, the Kennedy administration became associated with the ancient, perhaps mythic kingdom of King Arthur’s _______________.

Answer: Camelot  (834)

180. For his domestic program, Kennedy adopted the name _________________.

Answer: New Frontier  (834)

181. The New Frontier successfully
A. Provided expanded aid to public schools.

B. Enacted medical insurance for retired workers.
C. Funded programs for rural Appalachia.
D. Extended Social Security and unemployment benefits to uncovered workers.
Answer: C  (835)
182. The name of one of the most famous of the New Frontier programs, which sent men and women overseas to serve for two-year periods in underdeveloped countries, was the ________________________.

Answer: Peace Corps  (835)

183. Kennedy’s Presidential Commission on the Status of Women was led by Eleanor Roosevelt.

Answer: True  (835)

184. Kennedy’s Commission on the Status of Women led to the prohibition of sex discrimination in executive agencies. 

Answer: True  (835)

185. On economic policy, Kennedy did all of the following EXCEPT

A. Reduce business taxes.

B. Reject deficit spending.

C. Lower U.S. tariffs.

D. Ease tax depreciation schedules.

Answer: B  (835)
186. It has been said that Kennedy was the first president to use Keynesian economic policy on purpose.  What evidence is there for that?  Explain Keynesian economics and Kennedy’s proposals.  (834-836)

187. The name of the manned space flights which followed from Kennedy’s proposal to land on the moon by the end of the 1960s was the ______________ missions.

Answer: Apollo  (835)

188. Kennedy expanded the space program and called for a moon landing before 1970 in order to beat the Soviets to the moon.

Answer: True  (835)

189. Kennedy increased the power of the presidency by

A. Dominating Congress with his legislative programs.

B. Making cabinet members more dependent on the President.

C. Insisting on Keynesian economics in domestic policy.

D. Giving more decision-making power to the White House staff.

Answer: D  (835-836)

190. When Kennedy entered office, he believed that the Cold War could be and should be won.

Answer: True  (836)

191. The popular name for the Special Forces who fought counterinsurgency battles against guerrillas under direct presidential orders was the ____________________.

Answer: Green Berets (836)

192. The Special Forces showed that Kennedy wanted a more doctrinaire, rigid cold war policy.

Answer: False  (836)

193. Was there another way to look at Vietnam besides that of the Cold War scenario?  What was that scenario?  Other options?  Explain.  (836)

194. By Kennedy’s presidency,

A. Vietcong guerrillas had begun a civil war in South Vietnam.

B. The Soviet Union had intervened in South Vietnam.

C. Ngo Dinh Diem was unpopular only with Communists.

D. The South Vietnamese army had proved itself ready to fight for freedom.

Answer: A  (836)

195. One of the signs of the unpopularity and corruption of Ngo Dinh Diem’s regime was the self-immolation of Buddhists in the streets of Saigon.

Answer: True  (836)

196. In 1963 U.S. officials agreed to allow some Vietnamese generals to overthrow Ngo Dinh Diem.

Answer: True  (836) 

197. Was South Vietnam’s success likely after the U.S. decided Ngo Dinh Diem would have to be overthrown in 1963?  Why did the U.S. decide that?  (836)

198. Kennedy’s Alliance for Progress generated real social change in Latin America.

Answer: False  (836-837)

199. Was the Alliance for Progress self-contradictory?  Did its proposed reforms simultaneously promise to make Latin America more resistant to Communism in some ways and less resistant in others?  Explain.  (836-837)

200. Why did the Alliance for Progress not create real social change in Latin America?  (836-837)

201. The Alliance for Progress

A. Generated more democracy across Latin America.

B. Increased agricultural productivity but little social change.

C. Challenged the power of the dictators and wealthy elite.

D. Was a program in which the U.S. put up $100 billion.

Answer: B (836-837)

202. Fidel Castro’s revolutionary movement in Cuba was partly a response to the American domination of Cuba.

Answer: True  (837)

203. Before 1959, all of the following were true of Cuba EXCEPT

A. The pro-American dictator was Fulgencio Batista.

B. U.S. firms controlled all of Cuba’s oil production.

C. American crime syndicates controlled its gambling and drug trade.

D. The Cuban revolutionary Fidel Castro had joined the Communist party.

Answer: D  (837)

204. If Castro, before 1959, had not joined the Communist Party, why was he seen as such a threat by the Eisenhower administration?  What did Castro do, and why?  (837)

205. The failed attempt by the CIA and Cuban counter-revolutionaries to overthrow Castro in 1961 became known for its landing place in Cuba, the _____________.

Answer: Bay of Pigs  (837)

206. What happened in the case of the Bay of Pigs in 1961, and why?  Were the results an example of American oversimplification of foreign affairs?  Explain.  (837)

207. The CIA-sponsored invasion of the Bay of Pigs failed basically because Kennedy failed to provide air support.

Answer: False  (837)

208. The Bay of Pigs operation

A. Failed fundamentally because it had no air support.

B. Proved how unpopular and dictatorial Castro was.

C. Showed that Castro, not his opponents, had the masses’ support.

D. Ended the CIA’s efforts to assassinate Castro.

Answer: C (837)

209. The most dangerous incident of the whole Cold War was the Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962.

Answer: True  (837)

210. The Cuban missile crisis led to all of the following EXCEPT

A. A reduction in weapons programs by the USSR.

B. A pledge by the United States not to invade Cuba.

C. Indications from Kennedy that he favored peaceful co-existence.

D. The negotiation of the Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.

Answer: A  (837-838)

211. In the Cuban missile crisis, only the Soviet Union made any concessions.

Answer: False  (837-838)

212. The Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963 stopped most nuclear weapons tests.

Answer: False (837-838)

213. The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963 prohibited all of the following EXCEPT

A. Underwater tests.

B. Tests in outer space.

C. Aboveground tests.

D. Underground tests.

Answer: D  (838)

214. Was the Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty important?  What did it do and fail to do?  (837-838)

215. Did Kennedy’s approach to foreign policy change while he was in office?  Trace the history of the major events and his policies.  (836-838)

216. Kennedy became a martyr after being assassinated.  How successful was he as president?  Review his domestic and foreign policy agendas and his accomplishments at home and abroad.  (833-839)

217. What happened in the Cuban missile crisis, and how was it resolved?  (837-838)

218. The correct chronological order of the following is:

A. Interstate Highway System authorized, polio vaccine, Sputnik, first hydrogen bomb.

B. Polio vaccine, Sputnik, Interstate Highway System authorized, first hydrogen bomb.

C. First hydrogen bomb, polio vaccine, Interstate Highway System authorized, Sputnik.

D. Sputnik, polio vaccine, first hydrogen bomb, Interstate Highway System authorized.

Answer: C  (838)

Many Lives, Many Stories

John Foster Dulles

219. How does John Foster Dulles’s approach to foreign policy reflect the missionary diplomacy of the Woodrow Wilson administration?

220. Which characteristics of Soviet Communism did Dulles find most offensive and threatening?

John Kerouac

221. Describe the characteristics of Jack Kerouac’s life that define him as a transitional historical figure.

222. How do the stories of contemporaries, Strom Thurmond and Jack Kerouac, predict the culture wars of the late twentieth century?

223. How does Kerouac compare to other modern American radicals, such as Margaret Sanger and Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, in terms of ethnic and social background?

US History Documents CD-ROM

29-2 The Feminist Mystique

224.  Describe Friedan's depiction of the suburban American housewife.

225.  What was the unnamed "problem" that housewives faced?  How had women's views of sex changed?

28-1 Dwight D. Eisenhower, Decision Not to Intervene at Dien Bien Phu

226.  Explain Eisenhower's reason for not committing American troops into the Vietnam conflict.

227.  Identify Eisenhower's demands upon the French.  Why would they not agree to his demands?

29-1 John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address

228.  Identify the main concepts and ideas of Kennedy's address.  What does he hope to accomplish?

229.  How is he challenging young Americans?

29-3 Lyndon Johnson, The War on Poverty

230.  Explain Johnson's view of poverty and why it was a threat to America.

231.  Identify Johnson's proposed solutions to poverty in America.

28-3 John F. Kennedy, Cuban Missile Crisis

232.  Identify the threat that Kennedy spelled out for the public.

233.  What do you think the reaction of the average American was to this address by the president on television    

          concerning such a grave crisis?

QUICK QUIZ #1

1.  
Eisenhower wanted to run government in a businesslike manner while letting the states and corporate interests guide domestic policy and the economy.  True or False (True)

2.  
The ______________________ Act of 1956 gave a boost to postwar growth, especially in the suburbs, by providing federal funding to build a nationwide system of interstate and defense highways.  (Federal Highway)

3.  
Betty Friedan's The Feminine Mystique
a. claimed that women's only path to happiness and fulfillment was suburban domesticity.

b. articulated the frustrations of suburban women.

c. claimed that women had a special control of the lives of men and could influence them subtly.

d. both B and C.

4.  
Both George Meany and Walter Reuther were opposed to expanding the labor unions to include racial equality.  True or False (False)

5.  
Describe the growth of youth market and its power.

6.  
All of the following factors contributed to dating at an earlier age EXCEPT:

a. a continuing decline in the age of menarche.

b. the sharp drop in the age of marriage after World War II.

c. the cultural impact of books like The Feminine Mystique.

d. the social climate of junior high schools.


7.  
How does the changes in television programming reflect the changes in society as a whole during the 1950s?  What was noticeably absent from these shows?

8.  
Secretary of State ___________________ articulated a more assertive policy toward the Communist threat by calling not simply for containment but also for a "rollback" with the key being a greater reliance on America's nuclear superiority.  (John Foster Dulles)

9.  
Under the Eisenhower administration, thousands of covert CIA agents stationed all over the world carried out a wide range of political activities with some agents arranging large, secret financial payments to friendly political parties or to foreign trade unions opposed to socialist policies.  True or False (True)

10.  
The United States worked to subvert the Guatemalan government because

a. the newly elected president challenged the long-standing dominance of the American-based United Fruit Company.

b. the United Fruit Company linked the land-reform program of the Guatemalan president to the evils of international Communism.

c. the newly elect president threatened to expropriate hundreds of thousands of acres from the United Fruit Company.

d. all of the above

11. 
What did Eisenhower mean when he warned the nation about the dangers of the "military-industrial complex"?

12.  
John F. Kennedy's __________________ program advocated such liberal programs as a higher minimum wage, greater federal aid for education, increased Social Security benefits, medical care for the elderly, support for public housing, and various antipoverty measures.  (New Frontier)

13.  
Despite Kennedy's fervent and vocal opposition, Congress established the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) under the Kennedy administration in response to the Soviet success with Sputnik.  True or False (False)

14.  
In 1961, Kennedy unveiled the Alliance for Progress, which was a ten-year, $100 billion plan to spur the economic development in

a. Latin America.

b. Cuba.

c. Iran.

d. South Vietnam.

15.  
The Cuban missile crisis pitted the Soviet Union, led by ___________________, and the United States under Kennedy against one another as each waited for the other to blink.  (Khrushchev)

QUICK QUIZ #2

1.  
Despite being a Republican, Eisenhower accepted the New Deal legacy of greater federal responsibility for social welfare by expanding Social Security and continuing a policy of parity payments designed to sustain farm prices.  True or False (True)

2.  
The _______________________ Act of 1958 allocated $280 million in grants for state universities to upgrade their science facilities, created $300 million in low-interest loans for college students, and provided fellowship support for graduate students planning to go into college and university teaching.  (National Defense Education)

3.  
The Landrum-Griffin Act was passed soon after

a. highly publicized hearings into union corruption.

b. the combining of the AFL and CIO.

c. the International Brotherhood of Teamsters was expelled.

d. all of the above

4.  
By the mid-1950s, universities were increasingly run like businesses, with administration adopting the language of input-output, cost effectiveness, and quality control.  True or False (True)

5.  
How did older record companies try to market black music?  Did it work?

6.  
Opposition to rock 'n' roll was based on

a. an apparent lack of parental control over teens.

b. a religious fear that it was the "devil's music."

c. long-standing racist fears that white females might be attracted to black music and black performers.

d. all of the above

7.  
Some of the sharpest dissents from the cultural conformity of the 1950s came from a group of writers known collectively as the ______________, led by novelist Jack Kerouac and the poet Allen Ginsberg.  (Beats)

8.  
After the Soviet Union's dramatic launch of Sputnik, President Eisenhower embraced radical responses to bridge the gap in technological development between the nations by calling for huge increases in defense spending.  True or False (False)

9.  
All of the following were nations where the US intervened in their affairs under the Eisenhower administration EXCEPT:

a. Iran.

b. Nicaragua.

c. Guatemala.

d. Vietnam.

10.  
The ________________ called for reunification and national elections in Vietnam in 1956, but the United States, although it had attended the conference along with the Soviet Union and China, refused to sign it.  (Geneva Accord)

11.   What kind of impact did television and the televised debates have on the outcome of the election of 1960?

12.  
Kennedy helped revive the issue of women's rights with his Presidential Commission on the Status of Women, which unfortunately had little effect on women's rights activism at all.  True or False (False)

13.  
The problem with the Kennedy administration's decision to back the South Vietnamese government of Ngo Dinh Diem was that

a. he was secretly accepting money and support from the Soviets.

b. the United States was not providing enough military advisors.

c. his government was inefficient, corrupt, and unpopular.

d. all of the above


14.  
In April 1961, a ragtag army of 1,400 counterrevolutionaries led by CIA operatives landed at _______________________, on Cuba's south coast, and were easily subdued by Castro's efficient and loyal army.  (the Bay of Pigs)

15.  
At the time of Kennedy's death, relations between the United States and the Soviet Union were more amicable than at any other time since the end of the World War II.  True or False (True)
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