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Chapter 24: The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1929-1940

American Communities
1. The legislation of 1935 that guaranteed workers the right to join unions and bargain collectively was the _______________________ or Wagner Act.

Answer:  National Labor Relations Act  (710)

2. The tactic adopted by many workers such as those at the General Motors plant in Flint, Michigan, on December 30, 1936, was the _______________________.

Answer:  sit-down strike  (710)

3. The purpose of the sit-down strike at the GM plants in Flint, Michigan, was to destroy property and the company.

Answer:  False  (710-711)

4. For the sit-down strike to succeed, the workers simply needed to stop working and occupy the plant. 

Answer:  False  (710-711)

5. The sit-down strike against GM in Flint, Michigan, in 1936-37 succeeded for all of the following reasons EXCEPT

A. Governor Murphy refused to enforce an injunction against the strike. 

B. There was no real violence between police and strikers. 

C. A Women's Emergency Brigade formed to provide community support. 

D. The Wagner Act gave workers the right to organize and bargain collectively.

Answer:  B  (710-711)

6. One of the most important strikes in United States labor history was the UAW sit-down strike against General Motors in Flint, Michigan. 

Answer:  True  (710-711)

7. What is the UAW, and why was its sit-down strike against General Motors in Flint, Michigan, in 1936-37 important?  (710-711)

Hard Times

8. The bull market of the 1920s occurred for all of the following reasons EXCEPT

A. The rate of industrial production exceeded stock prices.

B. Margin accounts allowed investors to buy with borrowed money. 

C. Corporations put capital into stocks rather than research. 

D. The climate of opinion indicated everyone was meant to get rich.

Answer:  A  (712)

9. What was "buying on the margin," what was its effect on the stock market, and what was its effect when the stock market prices began to fall?  (712)

10. The stock market crash of 1929 had such a devastating impact because a large percentage of the American public owned stocks. 

Answer:  False  (712)

11. The worst day of the stock market crash of 1929 is often identified as October 29 which was called _____________________.

Answer:  Black Tuesday"  (712)

12. One of the principal ways that brokers encouraged buyers to purchase more stock than they could actually afford was the practice of making a small down payment and borrowing the rest, called __________________________.

Answer:  "buying on the margin"  (712)

13. The bull market of 1929 depended largely on the prospect of being able to sell a stock at a higher price in a fairly short time.

Answer:  True  (712)

14. What was Secretary of the Treasury Andrew Mellon's view of the crash of 1929?  How would you characterize this view–realistic, moralistic, Social Darwinist, or something else?  (713) 

15. The weaknesses in the economy contributing to the Great Depression included all of the following EXCEPT

A. The unequal distribution of income. 

B. The near depression in agriculture in the twenties. 

C. The failure of companies to pay wages commensurate with productivity.

D. The inclination of people to save rather than spend.

Answer:  D  (713-714)

16. One of the most important weaknesses in the economy in 1929 was the unequal distribution of income.

Answer:  True  (714)

17. In 1929 the top 0.1 percent of American families had an aggregate income equal to the income of the bottom 42 percent of families.  Why is that important and how would that act as a cause of the Great Depression?  (714)

18. The unequal distribution of income in the 1920s would help cause the Great Depression by making it difficult for consumption to keep up with production.

Answer:  True  (714)

19. According to the table showing the distribution of family income in percentages from 1929 to 1944, 

A. The poorest two-fifths made almost no gains. 

B. The wealthiest 5 percent gained over 9 percent in its share.

C. The wealthiest fifth increased its percentage share.

D. The four poorer fifths all gained while the top fifth lost.

Answer:  D  (714)

20. The table of the distribution of family incomes from 1929 to 1944 shows that the New Deal and World War II made the distribution of income more equitable at the expense of the top one-fifth.  

Answer:  True  (714)

21. Why was the massive unemployment that marked the Great Depression a sign of real suffering in the United States--more so than in most of the other industrial nations which were also suffering a depression?  (715-716)

22. Unemployment in the United States during the Great Depression caused psychological problems because the unemployed generally blamed themselves initially for their situation.

Answer:  True  (715)

23. Unemployment in the United States in the early 1930s

A. Became less severe after 1931.

B. Affected women more than men. 

C. Created feelings of guilt and shame. 

D. Was ameliorated by federal unemployment insurance.

Answer:  C  (715)

24. Hoover's response to the Depression was 

A. To mount a program similar to his Belgian refugee plan. 

B. To have government help business to help itself. 

C. To follow Mellon's advice and force out the weak. 

D. To help private and local relief agencies with federal funds.

Answer:  B  (716)

25. Hoover's Reconstruction Finance Corporation made credit available to businesses but not to individuals. 

Answer:  True  (716)

26. Policies under Hoover showed that

A. The federal government should not offer direct aid to people.

B. Local government would have met the need given enough time. 

C. Private charities do not have the resources to meet massive social problems.

D. The trickle-down theory works extremely well in a short time.

Answer:  C  (716)

27. The federal agency created under Herbert Hoover to increase credit to banks, railroads, and other businesses in order to stimulate the economy was the ______________________________.

Answer:  Reconstruction Finance Corporation  (716)

28. Social unrest under the Hoover administration led to all of the following EXCEPT

A. The Battle of the Running Bulls at the GM plant in Michigan.

B. The Bonus Army's march on Washington.

C. The Farmers' Holiday Association.

D. The labor demonstration at Ford's River Rouge factory.

Answer:  A  (716)

29. What was the "Bonus Army," what did it want, and what happened to it?  Did it reveal a failure of government?  Explain. (716-717)

30. What did the Farmers' Holiday Association do, and what were they trying to accomplish?  Was their action in agreement with orthodox capitalism?  Explain.  (716)

31. During the campaign of 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt 

A. Had a clear plan for fighting the Depression.

B. Accused Hoover of reckless spending. 

C. Thought the primary problem was overproduction.

D. Argued that a policy of deficit financing was needed.

Answer:  B  (716-717)

32. The map of the Election of 1932 shows that 

A. The Republican, Herbert Hoover, lost all forty-eight states. 

B. The Democrat, Franklin Roosevelt, carried all of the states bordering the Great Lakes and the Atlantic.

C. The Republican, Herbert Hoover, carried most of the New England states.

D. The Democrat, Franklin Roosevelt, lost most of the states of the Old South.

Answer:  C  (717)

33. The map of the Election of 1932 shows that Herbert Hoover carried no state west of the Appalachian Mountains.

Answer:  True  (717)

34. Stock market crashes do not necessarily lead to depressions.  What were the attitudes and economic conditions in the United States that helped transform the crash of 1929 into the Great Depression?  Did governmental policies contribute to these weaknesses?  Explain.  (712-715)

35. Herbert Hoover is credited with having done more to fight the Great Depression than any previous president had done to deal with a depression, but it was not enough.  What was Hoover's response?  What was his philosophy about government and business, his attitude about relief, his proposed solutions, and the results?  (716-717)

FDR and the First New Deal
36. Franklin D. Roosevelt's "brains trust" 

A. Advocated a version of Wilson's "New Freedom."

B. Wanted to establish socialism. 

C. Said the solution to the Depression lay in tax relief. 

D. Believed in government-business cooperation.

Answer:  D  (718)

37. Franklin D. Roosevelt's "brains trust" argued that large corporations and mass-production had to be accepted as economic realities.

Answer:  True  (718)

38. One of Franklin D. Roosevelt's first acts as president was to 

A. Give a "Fireside Chat" reassuring the nation. 

B. Establish an unemployment relief program by presidential decree.

C. Declare a "bank holiday," temporarily closing all the banks. 

D. Nationalize the banks, a first step toward socialism.

Answer:  C  (718)

39. What did Franklin D. Roosevelt do about the bank crisis?  Was this a revolutionary step?  Explain.  (718)

40. What was "the Hundred Days"?  (718)

41. What was the difference between Franklin D. Roosevelt's approach to providing relief as in the Federal Emergency Relief Administration and Hoover's approach?  (716-720)

42. What was the AAA?  Explain parity and the principle of subsidy.  Was the AAA in agreement with orthodox supply and demand economics?  Explain.  (719)

43. What was the TVA and why was it controversial?  Did it work?  Explain.  (719-720)

44. All of the following were established during the "Hundred Days" EXCEPT

A. The AAA.

B. The WPA.

C. The TVA.

D. The FERA.

Answer:  B  (719-720)

45. Explain five major measures passed during the "Hundred Days" and discuss the degree to which each was conservative or liberal, designed to benefit most business or people, economically orthodox or revolutionary.  Overall, how would you characterize the "Hundred Days"?  Explain.  (719-720)

46. The AAA of the "Hundred Days" followed orthodox economics of reducing supply to raise prices.  

Answer:  True  (719)

47. The AAA of the "Hundred Days" did all of the following EXCEPT

A. Pay for the program by deficit financing. 

B. Try to raise farmers' purchasing power. 

C. Raise prices by cutting production. 

D. Displace sharecroppers by reducing production.

Answer:  A  (719)

48. What was the NIRA and did it assume government-business cooperation?  Did it favor big business?  Explain.  (720)

49. Considering the details and effects of the AAA, NIRA, and the PWA, did the "Hundred Days" legislation focus on helping business more than helping people?  Explain. (719-720)

50. The NIRA

A. Put industry under strict government regulation. 

B. Re-enforced the antitrust laws to ensure competition. 

C. Emphasized the interests of labor and the consumer. 

D. Sparked union organization. 

Answer:  D  (720)

51. Identify and explain the main features and purposes of the seven major pieces of legislation of the First New Deal.  (719-720)

52. The "Hundred Days" relief effort that employed jobless young men in efforts to conserve the nation's natural resources was the _______________________.

Answer:  CCC or Civilian Conservation Corps  (719)

53. The program that helped the poorest part of the country with dams, flood relief, recreation areas, and inexpensive electricity was the _____________________.

Answer:  Tennessee Valley Authority or TVA  (719-720)

54. The most systematic program to try to achieve economic recovery based on government-business cooperation and self-governing codes was the ______________________________.

Answer:  National Industrial Recovery Act or the National Recovery Administration (NIRA or NRA)  (720)

Left Turn and the Second New Deal

55. The organization formed by conservative businessmen in 1934 that criticized the New Deal for interfering with property rights, capitalism, and the American way of life was the _________________________.

Answer:  American Liberty League  (720)

56. Perhaps the greatest political threat to Franklin D. Roosevelt in the mid-1930s was the Louisiana senator and former governor who organized the Share Our Wealth Society, _______________________.

Answer:  Huey Long  (721)

57. The California physician who proposed an old-age pension plan of $200 per month was ________________________.

Answer:  Francis E. Townsend  (721)

58. The novelist and socialist who lost his race for governor of California in 1934 with his program EPIC was ____________________.

Answer:  Upton Sinclair  (721)

59. Charles E. Coughlin

A. Criticized Roosevelt for being too conservative. 

B. Called for an old-age revolving pension plan.

C. Denounced a conspiracy of Jews, international bankers, and the New Deal.

D. Established a communistic Union for Social Justice.

Answer:  C  (721)

60. Considering Father Coughlin's positions on the issues, was his National Union for Social Justice more likely to lean left (toward Communism) or right (toward Fascism)?  Explain.  (721)

61. Why did Huey Long become so popular first in Louisiana and then nationally?  Explain what he did and what he proposed.  (721)

62. Why was Huey Long viewed by many as a very dangerous man?   (721)

63. The New Deal was attacked from both the right and the left as dangerous, treasonous, or simply ineffective.  Identify the major critics, explain their positions, and come to a conclusion about the New Deal as it existed before 1935.  Was it ideologically committed to one side or the other or was it simply practical-minded?  (720-721)

64. The First New Deal was criticized almost exclusively by those on the political Right.

Answer:  False  (720)

65. Problems during the First New Deal included all of the following EXCEPT

A. Violent strikes such as that by the Teamsters in Minneapolis. 

B. Vigilanteeism by sharecroppers and tenant farmers. 

C. Protest marches by the Unemployed Councils and the Communists. 

D. Accusations of socialism by businessmen and some Democrats.

Answer:  B  (721)

66. What were the goals of the "Second Hundred Days"?  How did the "Second Hundred Days" differ from the "First Hundred Days”?  (721-722)

67. The "Second Hundred Days" was a response to the reform proposals on the Left and the needs of the unemployed and the aged.

Answer:  True  (721)

68. The "Second Hundred Days" included all of the following EXCEPT

A. The WPA.

B. The Wagner Act. 

C. The Resettlement Administration. 

D. The NIRA.

Answer:  D  (722)

69. Compare the PWA and the WPA.  Why would business tend to favor one and oppose the other?  Which would they favor?  (720-722)

70. What did the Social Security Act do, and why was it important?  (722)

71. The Social Security Act

A. Established old-age pensions based simply on a payroll tax on workers. 

B. Covered all workers from the beginning. 

C. Joined people together in a mutual-aid program.

D. Promoted people's individual desires for wealth.

Answer:  C  (722)

72. The legislation known as the "Magna Carta for labor" was the __________________________________.

Answer:  Wagner Act or National Labor Relations Act  (722)

73. The Resettlement Administration was established to create model communities for destitute families but few were actually moved.

Answer:  True  (722)

74. Name and explain three of the main pieces of legislation in the Second New Deal of 1935.  (722)

75. What were the AFL and the CIO, and, in 1935, what were the differences between them?  (723-724)

76. After the passage of the Wagner Act, unskilled workers were able to organize unions in industries such as steel and automobiles peacefully.

Answer:  False  (723-724)

77. In 1935 the CIO was organized within the AFL.

Answer:  True  (723-724)

78. "The 1930s proved to be a turning point for organized labor."  Do you agree?  What happened concerning the labor movement during the 1930s?  Include a discussion of legislation, ideas, attitudes for and against labor, and the results.  (723-724)

79. The organization of industrial unions by the CIO in the 1930s

A. Was initially led by the AFL of which the CIO was a part. 

B. Had little effect on union membership. 

C. Was an effort to subvert the United States government by communists. 

D. Ended in death for some workers who were shot by the police or company thugs.

Answer:  D  (724)

80. The United States' first woman cabinet member and Roosevelt's secretary of labor was ___________________.

Answer:  Frances Perkins  (724)

81. The "New Deal coalition" which dominated politics for two generations was formed in the election of 1932.

Answer:  False  (724)

82. Many ethnic minorities became Democrats and voted for the first time in 1936 because the Depression had overwhelmed their traditional community networks of support.

Answer:  True  (725)

83. The New Deal coalition generally included all of the following EXCEPT

A. White middle-class business owners. 

B. Industrial workers of all races. 

C. First-and second-generation Catholic immigrants. 

D. Traditional-minded white Southerners.

Answer:  A  (725)

84. Compare and contrast the First and Second New Deals.  What problems did each of them address and what were the goals of each?  Explain the results of each of these legislative programs.  (717-725)

The New Deal in the South and West

85. The New Deal gave people in northern industrial cities the most in per capita payments.

Answer:  False  (725)

86. What was the effect of New Deal policies on sharecropping and tenant farming in the South?  Explain.  (725)

87. The Southern Tenant Farmers Union, by protesting AAA policies and drawing national attention, brought policy changes.

Answer:  False  (725)

88. The AAA did all of the following EXCEPT

A. Pay subsidies mostly to large landowners.

B. Allow large landowners to dismiss tenants by mechanizing their farms.

C. End sharecropping purposefully for humanitarian reasons. 

D. Inspire the founding of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union in protest.

Answer:  C  (725)

89. The AAA policies helped the hungry and poor in the cities by making food cheaper and helped sharecroppers and tenant farmers by paying them subsidies.

Answer:  False  (725)

90. The two New Deal agencies that made electricity available to many rural Southerners for the first time were the TVA and the ______________________.

Answer:  Rural Electrification Administration  (726)

91. The Tennessee Valley Authority unfairly drove out private companies providing rural electricity. 

Answer:  False  (726)

92. The name applied to those areas of the Great Plains suffering from drought and blowing soil in the 1930s was the _________________.

Answer:  Dust Bowl  (727)

93. The map of the Dust Bowl, 1935-1940 shows that the area that experienced the most severe wind erosion between 1935 and 1938 lay in the states of Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas, Colorado, and New Mexico.

Answer:  True  (727)

94. The map of the Dust Bowl, 1935-1940 shows that the dust bowl affected all of the following states EXCEPT

A. Oklahoma.

B. Arkansas.

C. Texas.

D. Kansas.

Answer:  B  (727)

95. What were the causes of the "Dust Bowl," and what were the areas affected most?  (727-728)

96. The New Deal response to the Dust Bowl included all of the following EXCEPT

A. Formation of the Soil Conservation Service and soil conservation districts.

B. Direct aid to sharecroppers and tenant farmers on the southern plains. 

C. Direct emergency relief for farm families by the Resettlement Administration.

D. Temporary jobs with the Works Progress Administration.

Answer:  B  (727-728)

97. The most common name given to the people from the southern plains that migrated to California looking for work was _______________.

Answer:  "Okies"  (728)

98. The Depression and Dust Bowl in California and the Southwest led to the deportation of many Mexican Americans including some United States citizens.

Answer:  True  (728)

99. In the 1930s, Mexicans and Mexican Americans

A. Remained employed because they worked for less. 

B. Became a larger percentage of California's agricultural workforce.

C. Stayed employed and settled because their children were citizens.

D. Were deported in large numbers regardless of their citizenship status.

Answer:  D  (728-729)

100. New Deal-created agencies which helped the South and West included all of the following EXCEPT

A. The Bureau of Reclamation. 

B. The Resettlement Administration. 

C. The Rural Electrification Administration.

D. The Tennessee Valley Authority.

Answer:  A  (726-729)

101. What was the Bureau of Reclamation and how was it changed by the New Deal?  Describe two of its projects under the New Deal.  (729)

102. The Bureau of Reclamation

A. Put many private growers out of business in the Imperial Valley.

B. Improved conditions for salmon spawning in the Columbia River. 

C. Provided electricity to the Pacific Northwest but at a high cost. 

D. Transformed the West with huge water and public power projects.

Answer:  D  (729)

103. The projects of the Bureau of Reclamation begun under the New Deal included all of the following EXCEPT

A. The Central Valley Project. 

B. The All-American Canal. 

C. The Boulder Dam. 

D. The Grand Coulee Dam.

Answer:  C  (729)

104. The largest power and irrigation project of the Bureau of Reclamation was the Hoover Dam. 

Answer:  False  (729)

105. The state that ranked first in per capita federal expenditures between 1933 and 1940 was Washington. 

Answer:  True  (729)

106. The driving force behind the Indian Reorganization Act was Roosevelt's appointee to direct the Bureau of Indian Affairs, ________________.

Answer:  John Collier  (731)

107. The Department of the Interior's legal argument of 1934 that tribal governments retained their sovereignty except when specifically limited by Congress is known as the _________________________.

Answer:  Margold Opinion  (731)

108. The Indian Reorganization Act 

A. Was welcomed by all the Indian tribes. 

B. Restored semi-sovereign status to the tribes.

C. Re-asserted the assimilation policy.

D. Meant the Bureau of Indian Affairs could not dictate tribal economic policy.

Answer:  B  (731)

109. John Collier, as head of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, sought to make Indian tribes instruments of the federal government.

Answer:  True  (731)

110. Who was John Collier, what did he want, and what did he accomplish?  (731)

111. Compare the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 with the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934.  What were their goals and their methods?  Why was the Indian Reorganization Act proposed?  Had the Dawes Severalty Act worked?  Were their ultimate goals similar or not?  Explain.  (731)

112. Why did the Navajos reject the Indian Reorganization Act?  Was that a sign that they did not need it?  Explain.  (731)

113. It has been said that the New Deal had its greatest impact on the South and the West.  What kind of effect did it have?  Explain.  Include a discussion of the major programs affecting these regions, their goals, and their effects.  (726-731)

114. The New Deal included a wide range of proposals and projects and was a response to many political interests.  What were its major policies affecting the South, and who did they seem to benefit most?  Include at the least a discussion of the AAA, the TVA, and the REA.  (718-731)

Depression-Era Culture 

115. The New Deal cultural agency that dealt with writing, theater, music, and the visual arts was called _______________________.

Answer:  Federal Project No. 1 or "Federal One"  (731)

116. Ralph Ellison, Richard Wright, and Zora Neale Hurston were all participants in the New Deal's __________________________.

Answer:  Federal Writers Project  (732)

117. Willem de Kooning, Jackson Pollock, and Louise Nevelson were all participants in the New Deal's ______________________.

Answer:  Federal Art Project  (732)

118. The Federal Writers Project produced all of the following EXCEPT

A. Oral histories of former slaves. 

B. Collections of American songs.

C. State and city guidebooks.

D. Photographic documentaries of the Depression.

Answer:  D  (732)

119. Considering the different kinds of projects the WPA funded, why would critics refer to it as "We Piddle Around"?  (722-738)

120. Dorthea Lange, Walker Evans, and Arthur Rothstein were all participants in the Resettlement Administration's effort to document its activities using _____________.

Answer:  photography  (733)

121. One of the most prominent ways that artists, writers, and photographers sought to capture and express people's experiences during the Great Depression was the __________________________________.

Answer:  documentary style or "documentary impulse"  (733)

122. One of the most successful theater productions of the Federal Theater Project was Orson Welles's version of MacBeth set in Haiti with an all-black cast.

Answer:  True  (732)

123. One of the most famous novels written about the suffering and determination of people forced off the land and migrating to California was John Steinbeck's ________________________.

Answer:  Grapes of Wrath  (733)

124. During the 1930s, the Communist Party of the United States

A. Attracted intellectuals but usually for only brief periods. 

B. Signed up large numbers of people as committed members. 

C. Received almost no attention from black writers. 

D. Had no life outside the labor movement.

Answer:  A  (734)

125. The idea, sponsored by the Soviet Union after 1935, that communists in every country should join forces with liberals and others to oppose fascism in a united effort was called the ________________.

Answer:  Popular Front  (734)

126. The communists appealed to blacks by being the most outspoken opponents of lynching and job discrimination against blacks.

Answer:  True  (734)

127. Communist influence was present in all of the following EXCEPT

A. The CIO organizing drives.

B. New York's Group Theater.

C. Many PWA construction projects. 

D. The Abraham Lincoln Brigade.

Answer:  C  (734)

128. Why were the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, New York's Group Theater, and the "Popular Front" controversial?  Did they encompass anything of value or of merit?  Explain.  (734)

129. Why were some people attracted to communism in the 1930s?  What were the positions the communists supported?  (734)

130. The most popular movie themes of the 1930s included all of the following EXCEPT

A. Gangster films.

B. "Screwball" comedies.

C. Musicals with song-and-dance spectacles.

D. Depression-era life.

Answer:  D  (734)

131. The structure and content of radio was determined by advertisers.

Answer:  True  (735)

132. The Federal Communications Commission, established in 1934, shows how the New Deal sought to replace commercial broadcasting with government programming.

Answer:  False  (735)

133. The majority of all daytime radio shows by 1940 were variety shows based on the vaudeville format.

Answer:  False  (736)

134. The daytime serials that dominated radio drama by 1940 and that usually featured a strong, warm-hearted woman were known as ___________________.

Answer:  soap operas  (736)

135. Name two of the most popular kinds of movies in the 1930s and explain why 60 percent of Americans attended a movie each week during the Great Depression.  (734-735)

136. Was Americans' knowledge of events affected by the reliance on the radio as the primary source of news for 70 percent of Americans by 1939?  Explain.  Who or what had the greatest influence on radio and on what was broadcast?  What kinds of stories were de-emphasized or not covered?  (734-736)

137. American culture in the 1930s was increasingly a national, mass phenomenon.  What was the general effect on the public's thinking and attitudes of this mass culture, especially the movies and radio?  What kind of themes, stories, and news did they emphasize?  Give some examples.  Did all of this influence people's attitudes toward the problems faced by society?  Identify some of those problems and explain. (731-736) 

138. The bandleader and clarinetist who helped popularize big band jazz and was known as "the King of Swing" was _____________________.

Answer:  Benny Goodman  (736)

139. One of the most important influences on Benny Goodman and the development of the "swing era" was the black bandleader Fletcher Henderson.

Answer:  True  (736)

140. Some of the most popular big band sounds were produced by all of the following EXCEPT

A. Artie Shaw.

B. Charles Correll.

C. Count Basie. 

D. Jimmie Lunceford.

Answer:  B  (736)

141. The comedy show Amos 'n' Andy featured two black comedians Freeman Gosden and Charles Correll satirizing the "blackface" minstrel show.

Answer:  False  (736)

The Limits of Reform 

142. After being re-elected in a landslide in 1936, Franklin D. Roosevelt had strong support for reform for another four years.

Answer:  False  (737)

143. By 1937 the Supreme Court had declared several major pieces of New Deal legislation to be unconstitutional.

Answer:  True  (737)

144. Roosevelt's proposal to increase the size of the Supreme Court to a maximum of fifteen justices was known as the ________________________.

Answer:  court-packing bill  (737)

145. Some commentators have suggested that Roosevelt lost the battle with the "court-packing bill but won the war.”  What does that mean?  What happened with the Supreme Court in 1937?  (737)

146. In 1937 the Supreme Court is said to have undergone a virtual revolution because it began to find New Deal legislation to be constitutional.  Was this a clear-cut victory for Roosevelt or was there a major downside to the controversy over the Court?  Explain.  (737)

147. In 1937 the Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the

A. AAA.

B. NRA.

C. Newlands Act.

D. Wagner Act.

Answer:  D  (737)

148. Roosevelt's Supreme Court battle of 1937

A. Weakened him politically. 

B. Turned the Court against the New Deal. 

C. Rallied all the Democrats in Congress to his side. 

D. Ended in the AAA being declared unconstitutional.

Answer:  A  (737)

149. What were two of the New Deal laws that the Supreme Court found unconstitutional before 1937, and what did Roosevelt propose to do?  Explain his proposal.  (737)

150. Roosevelt and the New Deal made radical changes in male-female roles in society based on the example of Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Answer:  False  (737)

151. Eleanor Roosevelt's closest political ally was Frances Perkins.

Answer:  False  (737)

152. Identify three kinds of causes or reforms promoted by Eleanor Roosevelt.  Do these qualify as "human values"?  Explain.  (737-738)

153. Who were Molly Dewson and Frances Perkins and why were they important?  (737-738)

154. Frances Perkins defined feminism as "the movement of women to participate in service to society."  

Answer:  True  (738)

155. Eleanor Roosevelt sought to do all of the following EXCEPT

A. End racial discrimination in relief programs. 

B. Have compulsory health insurance. 

C. Pass antilynching legislation.

D. Have Social Security cover women's labor in the home.

Answer:  D   (737)

156. Racism and discrimination appeared in the New Deal in all of the following ways EXCEPT

A. The Social Security act excluded domestic and casual laborers. 

B. The executive order of 1935 on WPA projects.

C. The hiring policies of the TVA.

D. The separate camps established by the CCC.

Answer:  B  (738-739)

157. The New Deal has the reputation of having helped the ordinary person and the poor.  How much did it help sharecroppers, tenant farmers, migrant laborers, women, blacks, and Mexican Americans?  Explain its policies concerning each of these groups and the results.  (737-739)

158. Roosevelt made a concerted effort to end racism and discrimination as shown by his appointment of Mary McLeod Bethune to his "Black Cabinet."

Answer:  False  (739)

159. Efforts by the New Deal to sidestep or avoid discrimination included all of the following EXCEPT

A. The appointment of Mary McLeod Bethune to the "Black Cabinet."

B. The employment of black workers in PWA construction jobs. 

C. The eligibility policy on aliens by the WPA after 1937.

D. The inclusion of blacks by CIO labor unions.

Answer:  C  (739)

160. The severe downturn in the economy in 1937, largely the result of reductions in federal spending, is often called the __________________.

Answer:  Roosevelt Recession  (739)

161. The reduction in federal spending that led to the recession of 1937-39 showed that Roosevelt did not truly believe in deficit financing.

Answer:  True  (739)

162. The New Deal is often associated with deficit financing--spending by borrowing.  Was this a concept or policy that Roosevelt fully accepted or did he actually try to avoid it?  Describe the policies of the administration during the First New Deal, the Second New Deal, and the second term and explain what happened and why.  (717-739)

163. By 1938 the New Deal 

A. Had basically ended the Great Depression. 

B. Had ruined capitalism as an economic system.

C. Had gained new vitality as a result of the recession of 1937.

D. Had begun to expire without ending the Depression.

Answer:  D  (739)

164. The last legislation of the New Deal included all of the following EXCEPT

A. The National Labor Relations Act.

B. The National Housing Act. 

C. Emergency spending for the WPA.

D. The Fair Labor Standards Act.

Answer:  A  (739)

165. The New Deal has been called revolutionary.  Was it revolutionary?  Explain its goals, policies, and effects. How much did it change the basics of American society such as the distribution of wealth and the rights of the disadvantaged?  (717-739)

166. It could be argued that the New Deal went through three major stages--the First New Deal, the Second New Deal, and the response to the recession of 1937.  Compare and contrast the three and explain the major goals and legislation of each.  (717-739)

167. The correct chronological order of the following events is

A. Indian Reorganization Act passed, CIO formed, Twenty-first Amendment ratified, Reconstruction Finance Corporation established.

B. Reconstruction Finance Corporation established, Twenty-first Amendment ratified, Indian Reorganization Act passed, CIO formed.

C. CIO formed, Twenty-first Amendment ratified, Reconstruction Finance Corporation established, Indian Reorganization Act passed.

D. Twenty-first Amendment ratified, Reconstruction Finance Corporation established, Indian Reorganization Act passed, CIO formed.

Answer:  B   (740)

Many Lives, Many Stories

John Lewis

168. Describe John Lewis’ strengths and weaknesses as a labor leader.

169. How did the Great Depression and the New Deal impact unionization in the United States?

Frances Perkins

170. How do John Lewis and Frances Perkins reflect the roles shared by labor unions and the federal government in addressing labor issues in the United States?  Which of these labor leaders was more effective in securing improvement in American labor conditions?  Why?

171. How could Perkins’s life be described as a life of advocacy for women and children?  How did Perkins’s career impact her personal life?

US History Documents CD-ROM

24-1 Herbert Hoover, Speech at New York City

172. Identify what Hoover believed made the U.S. different from other nations.  How did this play into his program?

173. What did Hoover fear would be harmful to business?  How?

24-2 FDR's First Inauguration Speech

174. Identify statements in the speech that indicated what FDR wanted to do in office.  How comforting were his ideas to the people at the time do you think?

175. What was FDR trying to do with this speech?  Remember it was a time of crisis.  Did he say what he would do to solve the problems?  What did he say were the problems?

24-3 Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Speech at San Francisco

176. Identify what FDR believed to be part of the contract between the government and the people.  How was this not being met?

177. What were considered to be the responsibilities of the heads of finance and industry?

24-7 Mrs. Hendry Weddington, Letter to President Roosevelt

178. Identify what Mrs. Weddington sees as the problems facing African Americans.  What is she asking of the president?

179. How are her problems similar to those of other Americans of her time?  How are they dissimilar?

24-6 Father Charles E. Coughlin, "A Third Party"

180. Explain Coughlin's view of the role of government in printing money.  How would he change this?

181. How does Coughlin believe Roosevelt has sold out in his economic policies?  What is he criticizing?

24-4 Share the Wealth

182. Identify Long's suggestions for solving America's economic problems.  How practical are his solutions?

183. Explain Long's comparison of gangsters and fortune hunters.  

Quick Quiz #1

1.  
Although often portrayed as a one- or two-day catastrophe, the Wall Street crash of 1929 was in reality a steep downward slide.  True or False (True)

2.  
The rise of mass unemployment

a. caused many Americans to blame themselves for their failure to find work.

b. brought about feelings of inadequacy, uselessness, and despair in many.

c. increased the pressures on those who were actually able to hold onto jobs.

d. all of the above

3.  
Hoover's most important institutional response to the Depression was the _______________________, which was designed to make government credit available to ailing banks, railroads, insurance companies, and other businesses, thereby stimulating economic activity.  (Reconstruction Finance Corporation)

4.  
It took a special Democratic candidate like Franklin Roosevelt to defeat the reelection bid of Herbert Hoover.  True or False (False)

5.  
The first thing that Roosevelt did once he was in office was to

a. call for an immediate four-day "bank holiday."

b. get legislation passed for immediate relief to the unemployed.

c. begin the process of getting Social Security introduced to the United States.

d. undo all of the work of his ineffective predecessor, Herbert Hoover.

6.  
The 1933 act which gave the president broad discretionary powers over all banking transactions and foreign exchange was the _________________________.  (Emergency Banking Act)

7.  
Perhaps the most disturbing result of the Agricultural Adjustment Act and the effect that most bothered Americas was the sight of surplus crops, livestock, and milk being destroyed while millions went hungry.  True or False (True)

8.  
The most troubling political problem for Roosevelt and his allies was the

a. loss of congressional seats for the Democrats in the midterm elections of 1934.

b. intense criticism from the right, which termed Roosevelt's policies as "socialistic."

c. vocal and popular movement on the left, especially the emergence of Sinclair in California and Long in Louisiana.

d. all of the above

9.  
The 1935 law, which guaranteed the right of American workers to join or form independent labor unions and bargain collectively for improved wages, benefits, and working conditions, was the ________________________________.  (National Labor Relations Act or the Wagner Act)

10.  
The "New Deal coalition" was made up of Roosevelt's key advisors, a group that shared a faith in the power of experts to set the economy right and a basic belief in government-business cooperation.  True or False (False)

11.  
One of the causes of the "Dust Bowl" was

a. extraordinarily arid years in the Southern states with very little rain.

b. the destruction of native grasses in favor of wheat growing.

c. that farmers were lazy in tending to their fields.

d. all of the above

12.  
In order to provide work for America's writers, artists, and teachers, the ____________________ allocated $300 million for the unemployed in these fields, thus funding the Federal Writers Project, the Federal Theater Project, and the Federal Music Project.  (Works Progress Administration or WPA)

13.  
Many African-American writers in the 1930s briefly joined the Communist Party or found their first supportive audiences there.  True or False (True)

14.  
Roosevelt's Reorganization Plan called for

a. requiring Supreme Court justices to retire at the age of seventy.

b. expanding the Supreme Court from nine to a maximum of fifteen justices.

c. the president to force a Supreme Court justice from the bench.

d. all of the above

15.  
The Roosevelt administration went to great lengths to combat racism and segregation in the United States, eventually passing some of the most significant pieces of legislation regarding race since Reconstruction.  True or False (False)

Quick Quiz #2

1.  
An underlying weakness left over from the 1920s that helped cause the Great Depression was that

a. despite consumer demand, industries were not producing enough.

b. labor productivity had increased enormously, but wages and salaries had not risen nearly as much.

c. farmers were overproducing because of the tremendous prosperity of the postwar period.

d. all of the above

2.  
Women found it easier to hold onto jobs during the Great Depression.  True or False (True)

3.  
In the spring of 1932, the ___________________ began descending on Washington, D.C., to demand the cash bonuses that Congress had promised in 1924 to every veteran of World War I.  (Bonus Army)

4.  
Franklin Roosevelt

a. continued his political career despite fighting polio and despite the protestations of Eleanor, who wanted to see him stop running.

b. did nothing to fight the Great Depression while acting as governor of New York. 

c. was nominated for vice president by the Democrats in the losing 1920 campaign.

d. all of the above

5.  
The New Deal was no unified program to end the Depression, but rather an improvised series of reform and relief measures, some of which seemed to contradict each other.  True or False (True)

6.  
The most unique and controversial project of the New Deal era was the ________________________, an independent public corporation, which built dams and power plants, produced cheap fertilizer for farmers, and, most significantly, brought cheap electricity for the first time to thousands of people in six southern states.  (Tennessee Valley Authority)

7.  
He was a vocal and effective critic of Roosevelt and his New Deal programs:

a. Charles Coughlin.

b. Al Smith.

c. Huey Long.

d. all of the above

8.  
Despite his best attempts, Franklin Roosevelt was unable to get legislation passed that could provide employment to artists, musicians, actors, and writers.  True or False (False)

9.  
In 1938, several unions split away from the American Federation of Labor (AFL) and reorganized themselves as the _______________________________, an alliance of industrial unions that spurred the 1930s organizational drive among the mass-production industries.  (Congress of Industrial Organizations)

10.  
In the 1936 election, Roosevelt received support from

a. Southern Democrats

b. first- and second-generation Catholics and Jews.

c. industrial workers of all races

d. all of the above

11.  
As a result of the All-America Canal, more than a million acres of desert land were opened up to the cultivation of citrus fruits, melons, vegetables, and cotton.  True or False (True)

12.  
The artistic style known as ______________________ tried to document the devastation wrought by the Depression in American communities and depicted people's struggles to cope with and reverse hard times.  (documentary impulse)

13.  
Movie studios, by and large, embraced all of the following styles of movies EXCEPT:

a. song-and-dance spectacles.

b. a "socially conscious" view of Depression-era life.

c. "screwball" comedies.

d. gangster films.

14.  
Eleanor Roosevelt frequently testified before legislative committees, lobbied her husband privately and the Congress publicly, and wrote a widely syndicated newspaper column.  True or False (True)

15.  
The 1938 ________________________ Act established the first federal minimum wage (25 cents an hour) and set a maximum work week of forty-four hours for all employees engaged in interstate commerce.  (Fair Labor Standards)
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