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Chapter 15: The Coming Crisis, the 1850s

American Communities
1. The debates on slavery between the Republican and Democratic candidates for the United States Senate from Illinois that occurred in seven Illinois towns from mid-August to mid-October 1858 were known as the _____________________.

Answer:  Lincoln-Douglas Debates  (422-423)

2. The Democratic candidate for the United States Senate from Illinois in 1858 was Senator _____________________.

Answer:  Stephen A. Douglas  (422-423)

3. The nickname of Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois who was the most likely person to be nominated for president by the Democrats in 1860 was the ____________________________.

Answer:  Little Giant  (422-423)

4. The derogatory term used by the Democrats to suggest that because Republicans were against slavery, they therefore saw African Americans as equals and even favored them over whites was _______________________.

Answer:  Black Republicans  (422-423)

5. The derogatory term used by James Birney and others for slave owners who reputedly wanted to make slavery legal across the whole United States so that slavery rather than freedom would be the national norm was _____________________.

Answer:  "slave power"  (422-423)

6. In the Lincoln-Douglas debates

A. Lincoln won and went on to be elected president. 

B. Douglas argued that while both parties were national, the Democrats were older.

C. Lincoln argued that slavery was so immoral, the Union should be dissolved. 

D. Douglas accused Lincoln of favoring social equality for blacks although he did not.

Answer:  D  (422-423)

7. In the Lincoln-Douglas debates, each man made an extremist rhetorical argument accusing the other of a position that he did not hold.  What were those extreme accusations and how different were their two positions?  (422-423)

America in 1850

8. Between 1800 and 1850 the United States had more than tripled its size territorially, more than quadrupled its population, and about doubled its per capital income.

Answer:  True  (424)

9. By 1850, all of the following were true of the United States EXCEPT

A. It had experienced the most rapid urbanization in its history. 

B. It had made manufactured goods the nation's principal export. 

C. It had more than tripled in size territorially.

D. It had almost doubled the number of states in the Union.

Answer:  B  (424)

10. Between 1820 and 1850 the United States grew in several different ways.  Explain these ways and discuss whether they made the South's position in the Union stronger or weaker by 1850.  Consider the economic, demographic, territorial, social, cultural, religious, and political changes.  (424)

11. The literary and cultural outpouring that reached a peak in the 1850s and that identified major themes in the American culture became known as the ____________________________.

Answer:  "American Renaissance"  (424)

12. Authors identified with the American Renaissance include all of the following EXCEPT

A. James Fenimore Cooper. 

B. Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

C. Herman Melville. 

D. Walt Whitman.

Answer:  A  (424)

13. The author of Walden, the story of the search for the meaningful life lived at the most basic level and close to nature, was __________________________.

Answer:  Henry David Thoreau  (424)

14. The author who examined the dilemmas of life in Puritan New England in books such as The House of the Seven Gables was _______________________.

Answer:  Nathaniel Hawthorne  (424)

15. The 1851 novel by Herman Melville recounting the story of Captain Ahab's search for a great white whale and examining the nature of good and evil was entitled __________________________.

Answer:  Moby Dick  (424)

16. One of the best selling novels in American history, written by Harriet Beecher Stowe and published in 1851, was the critique of slavery, _______________________.

Answer:  Uncle Tom's Cabin  (424)

17. All of the following characters appear in Uncle Tom's Cabin EXCEPT

A. Simon Legree.

B. Little Eva.

C. Goodman Brown. 

D. Eliza.

Answer:  C  (424-425)

18. Is there an underlying theme in such works of the American Renaissance as The Scarlet Letter, Moby Dick, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, and Uncle Tom's Cabin?  Explain.  (424)

19. The map of the United States population and settlement in 1850 shows that the only areas west of Missouri that had more than six people per square mile were a few small areas in east Texas and the California gold fields.

Answer:  True  (425)

20. The map of the United States population and settlement in 1850 shows all of the following EXCEPT

A. Most of the United States east of Indian Territory had more than six people per square mile. 

B. San Francisco and the Bay area were the most heavily populated parts of California.

C. One of the least populated areas east of the Mississippi was south Florida.

D. Northern Wisconsin and northern Michigan had fewer than two people per square mile.

Answer:  B  (425)

The Compromise of 1850

21. The map of the Compromise of 1850 shows that all of the following were obtained as a result of the Mexican War EXCEPT

A. Utah Territory. 

B. New Mexico Territory.

C. Part of Texas. 

D. Part of Nebraska.

Answer:  D   (429)

22. All of the following are examples of how by 1860 national organizations were breaking up into sectional parts EXCEPT

A. The Methodists, divided in 1844. 

B. The Republican Party, founded in 1854. 

C. The American Party, split in 1855. 

D. The Presbyterians, separated in 1837.

Answer:  B  (426)

23. The Second American Party System paired off the Democratic Party against the Republican Party.

Answer:  False  (428)

24. The political parties and the mass politics that developed in the Jackson era have been called forces for national consciousness and national cooperation.  Why has that been said about them?  Did they also, inadvertently by their continual appeal to people's emotions, create an unstable, yet inflexible political climate which would contribute to sectionalism?  Recount the major political developments between 1832 and 1860 and explain.  (425-428)

25. The Compromise of 1850 consisted of five separate bills that had to be passed separately and for which there was no consistent majority.

Answer:  True  (428)

26. Could it be argued that the two political positions of many Northerners and many Southerners by the 1850s reduced to two simple claims--right vs. rights?  Which belongs to which?  Or are the two positions better described as rights vs. rights?  Explain.  Trace the development of the positions taken by Northerners and Southerners between 1820 and the 1850s.  (4280

27. What parties were in the Second American Political System?  How did it function?  How did it break down?  (428)

28. In the debate preceding the Compromise of 1850, John C. Calhoun argued all of the following EXCEPT

A. The Constitution protected a person's right to property everywhere. 

B. The state rights doctrine was a legitimate defense of minority rights. 

C. The territories were the common property of all the states. 

D. The people of the territories could exclude slavery before statehood.

Answer:  D  (427)

29. The person who is credited with first using the term "slave power" in 1844 was Liberty Party leader James Birney.

Answer:  True  (427)

30. The older generation of sectional leaders who played a final role in the debates of 1850 before fading included all of the following EXCEPT

A. Henry Clay of the West. 

B. Daniel Webster of the North. 

C. Martin Van Buren of the Midwest. 

D. John C. Calhoun of the South.

Answer:  C  (427-428)

31. In the 1850s, the belief that there was a Southern slave owner conspiracy to make the whole United States a slave country spread among Northerners because

A. The abolitionists had become a majority in the North. 

B. The South was so defensive it demanded equality in the Senate and a veto over presidential candidates.

C. James Birney developed the "slave power" theory after the Compromise of 1850.

D. John C. Calhoun demanded secession in the debates of 1850.

Answer:  B  (427)

32. Why was full access to the territories such a key issue for the Southerners in 1850? (427)

33. John C. Calhoun's argument in the debates of 1850 that became a primary justification for possible secession that Southerners with slaves had a Constitutional right to full access to the territories.

Answer:  True  (427)

34. The person who finally succeeded in having Congress pass the Compromise of 1850 was Henry Clay.

Answer:  False  (428)

35. The third party that received 10 percent of the vote in 1848 was the Liberty Party.

Answer:  False   (428)

36. Did the North and South hold something in common which helped to make their positions irreconcilable?  What?  Explain.  (428)

37. The emergence of the Free-Soil Party in 1848 suggests its supporters

A. Were opposed to western expansion.

B. Had taken a more adamant abolitionist position.

C. Were primarily concerned about property rights. 

D. Were advocating the rights of nonslaveholding whites.

Answer:  D  (428)

38. Northerners and Southerners accused each other of infringing on the rights of the other in the 1830s and 1840s.  Give three examples of the charges on each side.  (428)

39. By the 1850s Northerners and Southerners had developed fixed, stereotypical views of each other.  What basically were the two views?  (428)

40. The South accused the North of infringing on its rights, especially its property rights.

Answer:  True  (428)

41. The North accused the South of interfering with its rights, especially its rights to petition and free speech.

Answer:  True  (428)

42. Senator Seward of New York argued that slavery was not only morally wrong but also, for the whole country, 

A. Religiously enfeebling.

B. Intellectually debilitating.

C. Socially divisive.

D. Politically radicalizing.

Answer:  B  (428)

43. Southerners, in support of the slave system, argued all of the following EXCEPT

A. It kept whites united so poor whites would support planters. 

B. It promoted democracy by insuring the vote to the qualified.

C. It was the economic engine that had created national prosperity.

D. It provided a life-long net of paternalistic benevolence for the workers.

Answer:  A  (428)

44. The Compromise of 1850 was a single, comprehensive measure with five major parts.

Answer:  False  (428)

45. What were the three compromises embodied in the Compromise of 1850?  (428-429)

46. The compromises required to pass the Compromise of 1850 included all of the following EXCEPT

A. California was admitted as a free state.

B. A stronger fugitive slave law passed and the slave trade ended in Washington, D.C.

C. Texas ceded land to New Mexico and had its debts funded. 

D. The Mexican Cession was divided so no slaves would be permitted north of 36º30'.

Answer:  D  (428-429)

47. Compare the Missouri Compromise to the Compromise of 1850.  Had the antislavery forces made gains or not?  (428-429)

48. Solomon Northup's story, Twelve Years a Slave, told how northern free African Americans could be captured and enslaved by Southern slave catchers.

Answer:  True  (431)

49. The law of 1850 promised in the Compromise of 1850, which put the full authority of the federal government behind Southern efforts to capture escaped slaves, was the _______________________.

Answer:  Fugitive Slave Law  (430)

50. The political arrangement that, in the face of threats of Southern secession, resolved the question of whether slavery would be allowed in the territories of the Mexican Cession was the _________________________.

Answer:  Compromise of 1850  (428)

51. The president who died suddenly during the debate over the Compromise of 1850 was ____________________________.

Answer:  Zachary Taylor  (426)

52. The long-time senator, often called the "Lawyer for the South," whose last speech on the Compromise of 1850 was read for him in the Senate was __________________.

Answer:  John C. Calhoun  (427)

53. The most famous case of failed resistance in Boston to the enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Law involved

A. Solomon Northup.

B. Anthony Burns. 

C. Shadrack Minkins.

D. Harriet Jacobs.

Answer:  B  (430)

54. All of the following are true of the Fugitive Slave Law EXCEPT

A. The federal government enforced it rigorously.

B. It drove many blacks to flee to Canada out of fear.

C. It quieted abolitionist free blacks such as Frederick Douglass.

D. It convinced many northern whites that slavery was a moral wrong.

Answer:  C  (430-431)

55. What did Harriet Jacobs say, in her book Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861), about gaining her legal freedom?  What do you think of her objections?  Was she right?  (432)

56. Does the case of the fugitive slave Anthony Burns indicate that even how a law is enforced is open to interpretation and can be harsh or lenient?  Explain.  (430-431)

57. The last presidential candidate the Whigs ever had was 

A. Henry Clay.

B. Millard Fillmore.

C. Franklin Pierce.

D. Winfield Scott.

Answer:  D  (431-432)

58. The election of 1852 was important because

A. For the first time, a "Northern man with Southern principles" won.

B. The disagreement at the conventions showed the national parties were growing weaker.

C. The Whigs were able to unite their party once again and win. 

D. The promise to enforce the Compromise of 1850 ensured peace.

Answer:  B  (431-432)

59. In 1852 the Democrats nominated Franklin Pierce because he was the strongest, best-qualified contender.

Answer:  False   (432)

60. Franklin Pierce won the election of 1852 for all of the following reasons EXCEPT

A. The public was highly emotional and involved over the Compromise of 1850. 

B. The Southern Whigs disapproved of their party candidate. 

C. The urban machines in the North turned out the immigrant vote. 

D. The Democrats promised to enforce the Fugitive Slave Law.

Answer:  A  (432)

61. The movement initially attuned to similarly named efforts in Europe dedicated to expanding liberty and self-government but which in the United States soon became associated with American expansionism in Central America and the Caribbean was called ___________________________.

Answer:  "Young America"  (432)

62. The individuals who led private invasions of countries such as William Walker did in Nicaragua in 1855 were referred to as _______________________.

Answer:  "filibusters"  (432)

63. The most famous of the filibusters who invaded Nicaragua in 1855 to extend slave territory for Americans was William Walker.

Answer:  True  (432)

64. The document composed by Pierre Soulé, John Mason, and James Buchanan proposing that the United States buy or, if necessary, seize Cuba from Spain became known as the _______________________.

Answer:  Ostend Manifesto  (433)

65. The efforts of Commodore Matthew Perry led to an 1854 treaty opening up trade with the previously isolationist Asian nation, ________________.

Answer:  Japan  (433)

66. The expansionist sentiments of the Pierce administration are represented by all of the following EXCEPT

A. The attempt to obtain Cuba with the Ostend Manifesto. 

B. The takeover of the Nicaraguan government by William Walker. 

C. The acquisition of the Gadsden Purchase from Mexico. 

D. The access gained to Panama with the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty.

Answer:  D  (433)

67. Expansionists during the Pierce administration seemed most interested in acquiring territory that could become slave states.

Answer:  True  (433)

68. Was it in the best interest of the United States for the Pierce administration to support directly or indirectly policies designed to add slave-holding territories to the United States?  (432-433)

69. The Compromise of 1850 supposedly resolved the problems of slavery in the territories.  Did it?  Why or why not?  Explain the reasons the compromise was needed, what it did, and its results.  (428-431)

The Crisis of the National Party System

70. The map of the Kansas-Nebraska Act shows that the Nebraska Territory included parts of all of the following future states EXCEPT

A. Colorado. 

B. Idaho. 

C. Wyoming.

D. Montana.

Answer:  B  (435)

71. The map of the Kansas-Nebraska Act shows that the Indian Territory had been reduced in size by more than half.

Answer:  True  (435)

72. The map of the election of 1856 shows that Republican John C. Frémont won most of the free states.

Answer:  True  (439)

73. The legislation sponsored by Stephen A. Douglas, which in effect repealed the Missouri Compromise in return for Southern support for a transcontinental railroad to be built west from Chicago was the __________________________________.

Answer:  Kansas-Nebraska Act  (434)

74. Stephen A. Douglas’s main goal in proposing the Kansas-Nebraska Act was to add to the territory in which slavery could exist.

Answer:  False  (434)

75. The Kansas-Nebraska Act

A. Made the Democratic Party into a sectional party. 

B. Helped bring about the organization of the Republican Party.

C. Strengthened the Whig Party as a national party. 

D. Led to the formation of the American Party.

Answer:  B  (434)

76. The Kansas-Nebraska Act divided both national parties, destroying the Whigs and giving Southerners control of the Democratic Party.

Answer:  True  (434)

77. With the Kansas-Nebraska Act, did Stephen A. Douglas basically sacrifice what many considered a moral principle for an economic interest?  Explain.  (434)

78. Stephen A. Douglas argued that the question of slavery in the territories under the Kansas-Nebraska Act was not a moral one but a political one.  What was his argument?  Do you agree?  (434)

79. The northern merchants, bankers, and manufacturers who had close economic ties with southern slave owners and who counseled against supporting the Kansas-Nebraska Act for being too divisive were known as ______________________.

Answer:  "Cotton Whigs"  (434)

80. The Missourians who crossed into Kansas to cast fraudulent ballots and promote the pro-slavery cause called themselves _______________________.

Answer:  "border ruffians"  (434)

81. The violence and killing between the pro-slavery and antislavery forces became open warfare in 1856 which led people to refer to Kansas as ______________________.

Answer:  "Bleeding Kansas"  (434)

82. Those contributing intentionally to the rising violence in Kansas included all of the following EXCEPT

A. Senator David Atchison of Missouri.

B. John Brown and his followers.

C. The settlers who moved there for land. 

D. The "border ruffians" who voted fraudulently.

Answer:  C  (434-435)

83. "Bleeding Kansas"

A. Was violent but unimportant as a far away place.

B. Showed how violent sectional feelings could become. 

C. Was quickly restored to order and accepted into the Union. 

D. Carried the message that attacking immigrants was okay.

Answer:  B  (434-435)

84. The protests in Chicago in 1855 over an attempt to close saloons on Sunday, partly the result of the breakdown of the two-party system, were called the ______________________________.

Answer:  "Lager Beer Riots"  (436)

85. The antiimmigrant, often anti-Catholic sentiment expressed by members of the established population in the United States became known as ______________.

Answer:  Nativism   (436)

86. The popular name for the American Party members who often belonged to secret, Protestant fraternal societies was the __________________.

Answer:  Know-Nothings  (437)

87. Nativism in the 1850s refers to the fear and hatred of 

A. Native Americans.

B. Native-born Americans. 

C. Immigrants.

D. Indigents.

Answer:  C  (436)

88. The American Party developed as a result of all of the following EXCEPT

A. The breakup of the Whig Party. 

B. The feeling that secret organizations were a threat to society. 

C. The idea that immigrants were responsible for rising crime rates. 

D. The belief that Catholics were against reform and controlled by the Pope.

Answer:  B   (437)

89. The Know-Nothings

A. Joined the Whig Party to express their nativism. 

B. Opposed any connection between religion and politics. 

C. Agreed that slavery had to be abolished. 

D. Claimed ignorance about their beliefs.

Answer:  D  (437)

90. The Know-Nothings were often former members of the American Party who joined the Whig Party. 

Answer:  False  (437)

91. The American Party, formed in 1850, grew rapidly as a mouthpiece for nativism but split over slavery in 1855.

Answer:  True  (437-438)

92. Why did the American Party become a major third party in the 1850s?  (436-438)

93. What were the reasons for the outburst of nativism in the 1850s?  (436-438)

94. Does the rise of nativism and the Know-Nothings in the 1850s compared with "Young America" or "All Mexico" suggest a paradox in Americans' conception of themselves?  Explain  (432-438)

95. All of the following were candidates in the 1856 election EXCEPT

A. Franklin Pierce for the Free-Soil Party. 

B. John C. Frémont for the Republican Party. 

C. Millard Fillmore for the American Party. 

D. James Buchanan for the Democratic Party.

Answer:  A  (439)

96. The Republican Party was founded in 1854.

Answer:  True  (438)

97. James Buchanan became the Democratic Party's candidate in 1856 for all of the following reasons EXCEPT

A. He had been ambassador to Great Britain under Pierce. 

B. He was from Pennsylvania which was key to victory. 

C. He had not taken a public stand on the Kansas-Nebraska Act. 

D. He was from the North but agreed with the South. 

Answer:  B  (438)

98. The election of 1856

A. Proved that there were no national parties left. 

B. Showed that the Republicans only needed two more southern states to win. 

C. Revealed that the American and Republican Parties were evenly matched. 

D. Was actually two elections--one in the North and one in the South.

Answer:  D (438)

99. The rise of the Republican Party was a threat to national unity because it was almost totally a sectional party that could win the presidency.

Answer:  True  (438)

100. Why did the Republicans declare the election of 1856 a "victorious defeat"?  (439)

101. Fundamentally, why did James Buchanan win in 1856?  (438-439)

102. The second two-party system died in the 1850s.  Trace the history of this system and the various third parties that emerged to challenge it.  Explain the positions of the parties on the major issues and what happened to destroy the second two-party system.  (425-439)

103. Did the emergence of almost all the third parties which were organized in the 1840s and 1850s indicate serious sectional difficulties, and was the success of the Republican Party as compared to the American Party dependent on serious sectional disagreements?  Explain.  Include a discussion of the history of the parties in the 1840s and 1850s, their positions on the issues, and their fates.  (425-439)

The Differences Deepen

104. In 1856, Congressman Preston Brooks beat Senator Charles Sumner senseless on the floor of the Senate.

Answer:  True  (439-440)

105. On what grounds would Senator Sumner and Congressman Brooks justify their respective acts that led to Sumner's incapacitation for several years?  Why did each see his behavior as justified?  (439-440)

106. Did the Brooks-Sumner incident have any connection to "Bleeding Kansas" other than its timing?  What does it say about the state of mind in Washington and in the country?  (439-440)

107. The man beaten senseless on the Senate floor in 1856 by Congressman Preston Brooks of South Carolina was Senator ___________________ of Massachusetts.

Answer:  Charles Sumner  (439-440)

108. The Supreme Court decision of 1857 that declared blacks, slave or free, were not citizens and that the federal government had no right to interfere with the movement of property was _________________________.

Answer:  Dred Scott v. Sandford  (440)
109. The Dred Scott decision did all of the following EXCEPT

A. Rule that the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional. 

B. Raise northern fears that slavery would become the national norm. 

C. Encourage Southerners to feel their position on slavery to be the correct one. 

D. Declare that while blacks could bring cases to court, slaves were property.

Answer:  D  (440)
110. What was Dred Scott's argument in Dred Scott v. Sandford?  What was the court's decision?  (440-441)
111. Why did Northerners become so upset with the Dred Scott decision?  (441)

112. The pro-slavery state constitution of Kansas under which the pro-slavery territorial government applied for admission to the Union in 1857 was known as the 

_______________________.

Answer:  Lecompton Constitution  (441)

113. The application of the doctrine of popular sovereignty in Kansas

A. Initially produced two territorial governments and a bogus pro-slavery constitution.

B. Led to the admission of Kansas as a slave state.

C. Showed how well democracy resolves disputes when people fundamentally disagree.

D. Legitimized Stephen A. Douglas’s arguments on the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

Answer:  A  (441)

114. The person who led the fight to defeat the Lecompton Constitution and the admission of Kansas as a slave state was Stephen A. Douglas.

Answer:  True  (441) 

115. Considering the events surrounding the organization of a government in Kansas and how it was admitted to the Union, would Stephen A. Douglas be correct to say that popular sovereignty worked?  Explain.  (441)

116. The third major financial collapse and economic depression between 1815 and 1860 affected mostly the North and was known as the ________________.

Answer:  Panic of 1857  (441)

117. The Panic of 1857 

A. Was a financial collapse that devastated the whole country. 

B. Convinced the South that its system was superior. 

C. Produced a long depression in the North. 

D. Was ended only by the spending for the Civil War.

Answer:  B  (441)

118. James Henry Hammond's "King Cotton" speech argued that the South and cotton had once again rescued the economy and proved that cotton made the South unassailable.

Answer:  True  (441-442)

119. The short-lived seizure of the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, on October 16, 1859, which utterly failed in its intention of starting a general slave uprising, became known as _______________________.

Answer:  John Brown's raid  (442)

120. John Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry did all of the following EXCEPT

A. Make Brown into a noble martyr for many in the North.

B. Raise the greatest fear among Southerners, that of slave rebellion.

C. Inspire multiple acts of slave defiance across the South. 

D. Convince many Southerners that secession was the only possible response to such acts.

Answer:  C  (442)

121. John Brown had the financial support of an elite "Secret Six" which included all of the following EXCEPT

A. Theodore Parker. 

B. Thomas Wentworth Higginson.

C. Samuel Gridley Howe.

D. Henry David Thoreau.

Answer:  D  (442)

122. Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau joined thousands across the North in hailing John Brown as an admirable martyr for abolitionism.

Answer:  True  (442)

123. John Brown is a controversial figure.  Were his actions at Pottawatomie, Kansas and Harpers Ferry, Virginia all of one piece or two different kinds of acts?  How can he be explained?   (442)

124. Events between 1856 and 1860 seemed to roll inexorably toward the breakup of the Union.  Explain the crucial developments judicially, politically, economically, and culturally that seemed to be pushing the country toward disunion.  Were these developments in and of themselves the problem or was the public reaction to them more important?  Discuss.  (439-442)

The South Secedes

125. The map entitled "The South Secedes" shows all of the following EXCEPT

A. The states of the Lower South seceded before the fall of Fort Sumter.

B. The four states of the Upper South seceded after Fort Sumter.

C. The five Border States did not secede. 

D. The southern states divided with the low country areas voting against secession.

Answer:  D  (446)

126. One of the most famous and debated phrases describing the Civil War as unavoidable was William Seward's reference to it as a(n) ____________________.

Answer:  "irrepressible conflict"  (443)

127. The map of the election of 1860 shows that Lincoln won all the free states except southern New Jersey.

Answer:  True  (444)

128. The map of the election of 1860 shows all of the following EXCEPT

A. John C. Breckinridge won the Deep South. 

B. John Bell won three states in the Upper South.

C. Stephen A. Douglas won Illinois and Missouri. 

D. Abraham Lincoln won five states the Republicans lost in 1856.

Answer:  C  (444)

129. In the election of 1860

A. The only national candidate was Stephen A. Douglas. 

B. The Republicans took an extreme abolitionist position. 

C. Southern Whigs and nativists backed John C. Breckinridge. 

D. Northern Democrats refused to compromise and drove Southerners out.

Answer:  A  (444)

130. Stephen A. Douglas thought Lincoln would win and campaigned to try to hold the Union together.

Answer:  True  (444)

131. Stephen A. Douglas was arguably the ablest, strongest leader in the Democratic Party in the 1850s.  Considering his actions from 1850 to 1860, was he a man of principle, of practicality, or simply self-serving?  Explain.  (443-444)

132. The Republican platform of 1860 included all of the following points EXCEPT

A. Federal government support for economic development. 

B. A demand that slavery be ended everywhere immediately.

C. A proposal to provide nearly free western lands to free men. 

D. The passage of a higher protective tariff to aid business.

Answer:  B  (443-444)

133. Lincoln won the election of 1860 by a large margin in electoral votes but less that 40 percent of the popular votes.

Answer:  True  (444)

134. What were some of the main planks in the Republican Party platform of 1860, and to what earlier parties does it therefore seem related?  (443-444)

135. To most Southerners Lincoln's election in 1860 meant that they would be in a permanent, indefensible minority position which would lead to the death of their way of life sooner of later.

Answer:  True  (444)

136. Why, after Lincoln's election, did Southerners feel that they had no choice but to secede from the Union, and why did secession bring mass celebrations across the Lower South?  (444-445)

137. The first state to secede on December 20, 1860, was ____________________.

Answer:  South Carolina   (445)

138. The Civil War was a devastating conflict.  Could it have been avoided or was it "irrepressible"?  Explain.  Include a discussion of the nation's attitudes and policies on slavery from 1776 to 1861.  (443-446)

139. When the Southern states began to secede,

A. Secessionists tried but failed to hold one convention for all. 

B. All eleven states started the process at the same time. 

C. Southerners were divided along up-country, low-country lines. 

D. Up-country people voted against secession only when forced to do so.

Answer:  C  (445)

140. The secessionists purposefully arranged a series of state secession conventions held in rapid succession to build momentum and to act before the cooperationists could organize.

Answer:  True  (445)

141. What were the North's options when the Lower South seceded?  What did Lincoln do?  (446-447)

142. When the Lower South seceded, Lincoln

A. Thought the Union had to be preserved and chose to attack. 

B. Agreed to the Breckinridge compromise to buy time. 

C. Relinquished control of the forts and customs posts in the South. 

D. Believed democracy itself was on trial and decided to hold firm and wait.

Answer:  D  (447)

143. Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune, recommended letting the seven seceding states "go in peace."

Answer:  True (447)

144. The South's basic dilemma during the Civil War was that it was committed to a decentralized system but it needed a strong central government to win the war. 

Answer:  True  (447)

145. The constitution of the Confederate States of America

A. Was radically different from the United States Constitution. 

B. Suggests the South seceded primarily to protect slavery. 

C. Divided power equally between the states and the central government. 

D. Shows Southerners were dedicated to all the principles of the Declaration of Independence.

Answer:  B  (447)

146. The strategy of the Confederates at the Montgomery convention was to 

A. Take a forceful position and intimidate the North. 

B. Select "fire-eaters" as leaders to make their case to the world. 

C. Act in a submissive manner and ask for a trial period before rejoining the Union. 

D. Choose moderates as leaders and claim secession was in the mutual interest of North and South.

Answer:  D  (447)

147. Lincoln had to sneak into Washington for his inauguration as president.

Answer:  True  (447)

148. Lincoln's Inaugural Address shows that 

A. He did not want to go to war but would if necessary. 

B. He was overly cautious.

C. He had been intimidated. 

D. He was eager to resolve the dispute by force.

Answer:  A  (448)

149. The correct chronological order of the following is:

A. Ostend Manifesto, Free-Soil Party formed, Uncle Tom's Cabin published, Dred Scott decision.

B. Uncle Tom's Cabin published, Free-Soil Party formed, Ostend Manifesto, Dred Scott decision.

C. Free-Soil Party formed, Uncle Tom's Cabin published, Ostend Manifesto, Dred Scott decision.

D. Dred Scott decision, Ostend Manifesto, Uncle Tom's Cabin published, Free-Soil Party formed.

Answer:  C  (448)

150. The election of 1860 led to secession by the South and then war.  Explain the course of events in 1860-61 and the thinking and decisions by leaders of the North and South.  Did both or either intend to go to war?  Trace the major events and decisions.  (443-448)

Many Lives, Many Stories

John Brown

151. Why did abolitionist organizations take John Brown so seriously that they agreed to finance his violent plans?

152. What impact did John Brown’s raid have on sectionalism in the United States?

153. Why did northern abolitionists embrace John Brown as a martyr after his execution?

Dred and Harriet Scott

154. On what did Dred and Harriet Scott base their claim to freedom?

155. Why did the Dred Scott case polarize Americans?  How did the Dred Scott case impact earlier efforts at compromise on the issue of slavery such as the Compromise of 1850 and popular sovereignty?  Could there ever be another legal compromise on slavery after the Dred Scott case?  Why not?
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14-7 A White Southerner Speaks Out Against Slavery (1857)
156.
What does Helper see as being inevitable in the relationship between the North and the South?  What are his feelings regarding this?

157.
What does Helper conclude from his financial analysis of the southern slave owners and their relationship to the economy of the South as a whole?

14-4 A Dying Statesman Speaks Out Against the Compromise of 1850

158.
According to Calhoun, how has the government (both prior to and after the Constitution) passed laws creating an unequal relationship between the North and the South?

159.
What ineffective measures to satisfy the South did the government try to employ?

13-5 De Bow’s Review, “The Stability of the Union,” (1850)
160.
What does the author mean when he talks about the South "in its independent position"?  What does this language suggest for the future?

161.
How does the author feel that emancipation is progressing?  Which region has had more to do with it and how?

13-7 George Fitzhugh, “The Blessings of Slavery” (1857)
162.
What traits of the “Negro” make him need slavery, according to the author?

163.
What kind of religious justification does the author find for slavery?

13-6 Benjamin Drew, Narratives of Escaped Slaves (1855)
164.
What are the commonalities between these two accounts?

165.
In each account, what had happened to family?  How did their treatment and end result perhaps play into the decisions that these slaves made to run away?

14-5 Frederick Douglass, Independence Day Speech (1852)
166.
How is the acknowledgment of that slaves are men the key to Douglass’s argument against slavery itself?

167.
How does Douglass attack the religious justification of slavery?

14-6 Kansas Begins to Bleed (1856)
168.
How did Judge Lecompte help precipitate the actions in Lawrence, Kansas?

169.
How did the victors in Lawrence celebrate?  How do you think this would have enraged readers in the North?

14-8 Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857)
170.
What arguments are made here regarding the relationship between the states and the federal government?

171.
What kinds of racist language and ideas are used to make this argument?

14-9 Abraham Lincoln, "A House Divided" (1858)
172.
How would a speech such as this make Lincoln an ideal presidential candidate for the Republicans in 1860?  In what ways is it a moderate stance?

Quick Quiz #1

1.  
______ was the nation's number one export in the 1850s.  (Cotton)

2.  
What was “slave power”?

3.  
President _______ _______ died of acute gastroenteritis during the 1850 crisis.  (Zachary Taylor)

4.  
Which senator was responsible for pushing the Compromise of 1850 through Congress after it was broken into separate bills?

a. Henry Clay

b. John Calhoun

c. Stephen Douglas

d. Daniel Webster

5.  
The Democrats chose _____ _______ as their presidential candidate in 1852 after a deadlock between the three top candidates.  (Franklin Pierce)

6.  
The Ostend Manifesto dealt with American attempts to gain control of ______.  (Cuba)

7.  
Douglas hoped to have Chicago be the eastern terminus of a transcontinental railroad, thus the need to carve potential states out of the unorganized territory. True or False  (True)

8.  
Irish immigrants voted overwhelmingly for the American party.  True or False (False)

9.  
Which of the following was NOT likely to be a Republican?

a. Northern Whigs who opposed slavery

b. Northern reformers who wanted temperance

c. former Free-Soil Party members who opposed the expansion of slavery

d. recent Irish immigrants

10.  
In 1856 Congressman _______ ______ beat and permanently injured Senator ______ ______ over the issue of slavery.  (Preston Brooks, Charles Sumner)

11.  
_______ _______ opposed the Lecompton constitution that would have admitted Kansas as a slave state in 1857.  (Stephen Douglas)

12.  
______ ______ proposed a scheme in 1859 to start a general slave uprising.  (John Brown) 

13.  
John Bell was the 1860 presidential nominee of the

a. Constitutional Union Party.

b. Republican Party.

c. Northern Democratic Party.

d. Southern Democratic Party.

14.  
Lincoln did not appear on the ballot in ten southern states.  True or False (True)

15.  
_______ _______ was chosen as the president of the Confederacy. (Jefferson Davis)

Quick Quiz #2

1.  
John Calhoun led the Nullification Crisis over the issue of state's rights and slavery.  True or False (True)

2.  
Which party evolved from the Liberty Party?

a. Free-Soil

b. Know Nothing

c. American

d. Republican

3.  
Lewis Cass offered the solution of ________ _______ to let people in the territories decide for themselves if they wanted slavery.  (popular sovereignty)

4.  
The _______ ______ Law gave more power for slave owners to recapture their escaped slaves.  (Fugitive Slave)

5.  
What was the “Young America” movement?

6.  
______ _______ introduced the Kansas-Nebraska Bill.  (Stephen Douglas)

7.  
The leader of the attack on proslavery settlers at Pottawatomie Creek was ______ ______.  (John Brown)

8.  
American Party members were also known as Know-Nothings.  True or False (True)

9.  
In 1856 the Democrats chose the "Northern man with Southern principles" or ______ _______ to be their candidate for president.  (James Buchanan)

10.  
Who served as chief justice when the Supreme Court ruled in the Dred Scott case?  (Roger Taney)

11.  
The Panic of 1857 was less harmful to the North than to the South. True or False (False)

12.  
What was the impact on the South of John Brown's 1859 raid?

13.  
Which of the following was NOT part of the 1860 Republican Party platform?

a. a homestead act

b. a transcontinental railroad

c. a higher tariff

d. social equality for blacks

14.  
_____ ______ was the first state to secede.  (South Carolina)

15.  The Confederacy was created in _______. (Alabama)
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