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Chapter 5: The Cultures of Colonial America, 1700-1780

American Communities
1. The Community of Kahnawake was all of the following EXCEPT

A. Founded by Catholic Jesuit missionaries as a refuge for Iroquois Christians.

B. Home to people of European, Indian, and mixed ancestry. 

C. Committed to the practice of strict Catholic rituals.

D. A center for the smuggling of furs and other products into New York.

Answer:  C  (116-117)

2. The communities of Deerfield and Kahnawake differed in that 

A. Kahnawake was more socially and culturally diverse than Deerfield.

B. Deerfield was a Christian community while Kahnawake was peopled by pagans.

C. Kahnawake was surrounded by a stockade and well defended while Deerfield was defenseless.

D. Deerfield was a farming community whereas Kahnawake was peopled by hunters and raiders.

Answer:  A (116-117)

North American Regions

3. Spanish, French, and English colonists on the North American frontier rejected their traditional Old World beliefs, customs, and institutions in favor of those of the New World.

Answer:  False  (118)

4. Native Americans rapidly adopted European goods including clothing, guns, and metal tools.

Answer:  True (118)

5. The French generally had better relations with Native Americans than the English because

A. There were more French colonists than English colonists. 

B. The French actively sought alliances with native peoples.

C. The English had little contact with the natives, refusing to move away from the Atlantic coast.

D. The English, unlike the French, refused to trade with the natives.

Answer:  B (118)

6. Describe English and French relations with the native peoples of North America, and explain how and why they differed.  (118)

7. The mounted plains tribes had wandered the North American heartland in pursuit of the buffalo for centuries before the coming of the Europeans.

Answer:  False  (118)

8. The lifestyles of the natives of the Great Plains changed dramatically as a result of the coming of the Europeans.  Describe those changes and explain why they occurred.  (118-119)

9. The most prosperous European colonial empire on the North American continent in the mid-eighteenth century was that of ____________.

Answer:  Spain  (119)

10. The first European city established in the present-day United States was

A. Jamestown.

B. Boston.

C. St. Augustine.

D. Santa Fe.

Answer:  C  (119)

11. Mexico City, the administrative capital of New Spain, was noted for all of the following EXCEPT

A. Its cosmopolitan, sophisticated atmosphere.

B. Its democratic legislative body.

C. Its world class university. 

D. Its spectacular architecture.  

Answer:  B  (119)

12. The Spanish established outposts of New Spain in Florida, Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona.  Why were these settlements established, and what were their major economic pursuits?  (120-121)

13. Spain established cooperative relations with the Creeks and Seminoles in Florida because 

A. Their weak presence in the area offered them little choice. 

B. They wanted allies in their fight to keep English colonists out. 

C. They feared the large number of mestizos and free African Americans in the area. 

D. They sought to dominate the North American fur trade.

Answer:  A (119)

14. Society in the Spanish borderland areas of Florida, Texas, New Mexico, and California was dynamic and sophisticated compared to society in the English colonies.

Answer:  False (119)

15. The primary reason the Spanish constructed presidios and Franciscan missions along the northern frontiers of New Spain in the early eighteenth century was 

A. Fear of English colonists expanding into the region.

B. Concern that the native populations of the areas would mount an attack on New Spain.

C. Desire to encourage a brisk trade with the natives. 

D. Concern about French activity in the Mississippi River valley and along its tributaries.

Answer:  D  (120)

16. The Spanish established missions north along the Pacific Coast from Baja California after hearing rumors about the expansion of what country in the northern Pacific?

A. England.

B. Japan.

C. France.

D. Russia.

Answer:  D  (121)

17. Spanish expansion up the California coast and the founding of presidios and/or missions at locations including San Diego, Los Angeles, and San Francisco was originally motivated by the expansion of _____________.

Answer:  Russia (121)

18. The Spanish who came to California were 

A. Immediately welcomed by the native population.

B. Primarily interested in trading for furs and other native goods.

C. Never able to establish productive relations with the natives.

D. Eventually able to develop a flourishing economy based on farming and ranching.

Answer:  D  (121-122)

19. The Franciscan missionaries of New Spain, as representatives of the Catholic Church and the principles of Christianity, treated the Native Americans who lived around their missions with kindness and generosity.

Answer:  False  (122)

20. The Spanish mission system did all of the following EXCEPT

A. Result in a decline in the native population of almost three-fourths.

B. Further the Spanish goal of extending the religious traditions of Rome.

C. Lead to the contentment of natives due to their rising standard of living.

D. Precipitate revolts by the natives.

Answer:  C  (122)

21. As representatives of the Catholic Church, Spanish missionaries 

A. Treated the natives as fellow human beings in the eyes of God and thus worthy of respect. 

B. Believed that the Church of Rome represented the one true faith and all other beliefs were in error. 

C. Thought religious belief was extremely personal and should be left up to the individual.

D. Saw their role among the natives in social terms and sought to improve the general standard of living.

Answer:  B  (123)

22. The heart of the French community in North America was 

A. The Jesuit missionaries and their native converts who clustered around missions from Cape Breton Island to New Orleans. 

B. The fur traders who plied the waters of North America from the mouth of the St. Lawrence to the mouth of the Mississippi. 

C. The French soldiers who built forts from Louisbourg to New Orleans to protect the growing French population.

D. The farmers (habitants) who had farms along the St. Lawrence, the Mississippi, and in the Illinois country. 

Answer:  D  (124)

23. By the mid-eighteenth century, the sugar plantations of Louisiana had replaced the fur trade as the most profitable French enterprise in North America.

Answer:  True (124)

24. A distinctive French contribution to the North American landscape, which provided settlers with good bottom land as well as river frontage, were the ______________.

Answer:  "long lots"  (124)

25. Communities such as Detroit and Kahnawake, which combined European and Native American elements, were characteristic of the _________________.

Answer:  "inclusive frontier"  (124)

26. What were "inclusive" and "exclusive" societies, and how did they differ in their treatment of Native Americans?  (124)

27. In French North America, the native peoples were primarily 

A. Feared as a threat to settlement and progress. 

B. Seen as primitives who could be easily subdued.

C. Regarded as trade partners and thus key to the economy. 

D. Valued as producers of key crops such as wheat and corn.

Answer:  C   (123-124)

28. The Puritans of New England

A. Established the tradition of free enterprise capitalism by scorning any collective activities.

B. Established the traditions of religious freedom and separation of church and state by accepting all religions and shunning state control.

C. Established the traditions of democracy and equality by allotting land equally to all colonists.

D. Established the tradition of republican rule and local autonomy by allowing church members to run their own affairs.

Answer:  D  (124-125)

29. Religious persecution of Massachusetts Bay included both execution and exile of religious dissenters.

Answer:  True (124)

30. By the middle of the eighteenth century, New England faced the serious problem of 

A. Raids from the many Native American tribes in the region.

B. Depletion of the soil due to overgrowing of staple crops.

C. Lack of labor due to increasingly severe restrictions imposed on religious practices.

D. Scarcity of land due to the growth in population.

Answer:  D  (124-125)

31. The new climate of religious tolerance, which led to the Toleration Act of 1689, was presaged by John Locke's Letter on Tolerance (1688).  Discuss Locke's argument.  (124)

32. The middle colonies of New York and Pennsylvania were quite similar because both were founded by the Quakers.

Answer:  False (125)

33. Because of their ethnic diversity, the middle colonies were less tolerant of those of different religious faiths.

Answer:  False  (125-126)

34. Immigration to New York lagged behind that to Pennsylvania because

A. New York's location further to the North was less appealing to farmers. 

B. New York's elite, who controlled the land, preferred to rent to tenants rather than sell.

C. Pennsylvania's support of slavery improved the chances of finding low-cost labor. 

D. Pennsylvania's Quaker heritage brought peace to the colony and reduced the prospect of forced military service.

Answer:  B  (125)

35. Because Pennsylvania was founded by Quakers and Quakers dominated the population, the Quaker Church soon became the established church of the colony.


Answer:  False  (125)

36. Settlers who moved out into the Pennsylvania and Virginia backcountry

A. Bought their land from the King through his colonial representatives.

B. Bought their land from the colonial government in the east. 

C. Bought their land from the local Native American tribes. 

D. Squatted on their land and defended their claims with force.

Answer:  D  (125)

37. On the frontier, equality, which has traditionally been the American ideal, existed because anyone could own as much land as he wanted.

Answer:  False  (126)

38. Because tobacco cultivation required large fields and many unskilled workers, only the wealthy could engage in it. 

Answer:  False (127)

39. Southern colonies were all of the following EXCEPT

A. Rural.

B. Egalitarian.

C. Agricultural.

D. Anglican.

Answer:  B  (126-127)

40. The South had a tri-racial society where communities of black slaves, Indians, and white colonists intermingled.  

Answer:  True  (126)

41. Colonial culture evolved more rapidly than that of the European homelands because colonists were eager to adapt and change in response to the conditions of their new environment.

Answer:  False (128)

42. Most North American colonists in the mid-eighteenth century found the community more important than the individual.  

Answer:  True  (128)

43. The majority of North American colonists made their livings as 

A. Hunters and trappers. 

B. Subsistence farmers.

C. Large planters.

D. Merchant traders.

Answer:  B  (129)

44. Immigrants who exchanged years of service in the New World for passage across the Atlantic were known as ______________.

Answer:  indentured servants  (131)

45. Although indentured servants sought success in the New World, they were usually disappointed because the stigma of their indenture remained with them throughout their lives.

Answer:  False (131)

46. Prosperity in the New World depended on access to land and labor.  How did aspiring colonists fulfill these needs and with what consequences to others?  (130-131)

47. While historians long argued that the abundance of free land and the egalitarian nature of the frontier encouraged the development of democratic institutions, evidence to the contrary exists.  Evaluate this statement.  Include in your discussion the colonial need for land and labor and how that need was met. (130-131)

48. Colonists justified taking lands from the Native Americans by arguing that they were savages who had failed to use the lands to their utmost capacity.

Answer:  True  (131)

49. The map of the Spanish, French, and English regions in North America in the eighteenth century shows that within the future United States

A. The English were at a disadvantage because they claimed less territory. 

B. The Spanish were in a strong position because of New Spain.

C. The French were weak because they were spread so thinly over a great distance.

D. The Russians were establishing a strong presence in the West.

Answer:  B  (120)

50. The Church of San Xavier del Bac near Tucson is often claimed as the most striking example of Spanish colonial architecture in the United States.

Answer:  True  (122)

51. The map of the French empire in North America shows it as a great _____________.

Answer:  crescent  (123)

52. The picture showing the shape of French colonial lots near New Orleans indicates the importance France placed on access to the _________________.

Answer:  river (water)   (122)

53. The map of the movement of the British population from 1720 to 1760 shows that the "backcountry" was sometimes very near the coast.

Answer:  True  (127)

Diverging Social and Political Patterns

54. British colonies grew more rapidly in the eighteenth century than did French and Spanish colonies primarily due to 

A. The greater availability of women, hence a higher birth rate. 

B. Access to better food and health care, thus a lower mortality rate.

C. English encouragement of both Englishmen and foreigners to immigrate to the British colonies.

D. A more peaceful temperament, hence fewer casualties due to war.

Answer:  C  (131)

55. French Huguenots, encouraged by the French government, immigrated primarily to Canada.

Answer:  False  (131)

56. Non-British immigrants to British North American were allowed to become naturalized citizens of the colonies by Parliament's passage of the _______________ of 1740.

Answer:  Plantation Act  (132)

57. While immigrants from all of the following locations came to British North America, the largest number came from

A. Africa.

B. Scotland.

C. Ireland.

D. Germany.

Answer:  A (132)

58. Although the United States has claimed a tradition of social egalitarianism, the British colonies in North America, like those of the Spanish and the French, contained a caste system.  How did the British caste system differ from that of the Spanish and French, and how did this difference affect later arguments for egalitarianism?  (133-134)

59. The British caste system in North America 

A. Was nonexistent, as everyone was equal. 

B. Was based on hereditary titles and connections.

C. Featured a great deal of social mobility.

D. Was based on ethnic origins and racial purity.

Answer:  C  (134)

60. Because of the availability of land and the small population of European colonies in the New World, there was no development of a social caste system in North America.

Answer:  False  (133-134)

61. The lives of African slaves differed from those of indentured servants in 

A. The types of work they were assigned. 

B. The way they were treated by their masters. 

C. Their prospects for the future. 

D. Their standards of living.

Answer:  C  (134)

62. What factors contributed to the growing economic optimism of British colonists in North America in the eighteenth century, and what conclusion did they draw as a result of their increasing prosperity?  (135-136)

63. English colonies grew more rapidly than those of France and Spain in part because they were not as tightly regulated by the mother country.

Answer:  True (135-136)

64. The majority of colonists in British North America enjoyed a lower standard of living than the majority of people in England. 

Answer:  False  (135-136)

65. New Spain, with its incredible wealth in gold and silver, rapidly outpaced British North America economically.

Answer:  False  (134-135)

66. In the Southern British colonies, where most settlers were farmers, wealth was more equally distributed than in the North, where the lives of merchants contrasted sharply with those of artisans and craftsmen.

Answer:  False  

67. What factors contributed to land shortages in eighteenth-century New England, and what effect did this have on the public? (134-135)

68. The areas of greatest economic equality in British North America were found

A. In cities. 

B. In the South. 

C. In New England. 

D. On the frontier.

Answer:  D  (135)

69. Landless people who walked from town to town in search of work were known as the ________________.

Answer:  "strolling poor"  (135)

70. A basic principle of order in eighteenth century Britain was deference to a _________________.

Answer:  natural hierarchy  (135)

71. British North America was said to be unusually democratic for the eighteenth century because 

A. Over two-thirds of the adult population was allowed to vote. 

B. Colonists elected their chief administrative officers, including the governor. 

C. Taxation and spending were controlled by legislative bodies elected by the colonists.

D. Any colonist, rich or poor, had an equal chance of being elected to high office.

Answer:  C  (135)

72. Compare and contrast the governments of the Spanish, French, and English colonies.  How did the differences in the ways these nations approached governing their overseas possessions affect the development of their colonies? (135-136)

73. A major reason that colonial assemblies gained power in relation to the colonial governors was that they controlled the ______________.

Answer:  purse strings  (136)

74. "British colonists in North America enjoyed a democratic form of government."  Defend or refute this statement, including in your argument a working definition of democracy to which you compare colonial institutions and practices.  (135-136)

75. The control colonial assemblies exercised over financial matters allowed them to gain power in relation to colonial governors and the judiciary.

Answer:  True  (135-136)

76. The authors of your textbook argue that it was not democratic politics but rather training in political maneuvering that had important implications for the development of American institutions.  Do you agree?  Discuss.  (135-136)

77. To educated British colonists, democracy implied rule by ____________.

Answer:  mob  (136)

78. The map of ethnic groups in eighteenth-century British North America shows that most of the Scots-Irish were

A. In the middle colonies.

B. Along the Chesapeake Bay.

C. In New England.

D. Along the frontier.

Answer:  D  (132)

79. The chart depicting the change in ethnicity of the British colonies between 1700 and 1790 shows that while the ethnic diversity in 1790 was unprecedented for a society, it was not much different from the diversity in 1700.  

Answer:  False  (133)

The Cultural Transformation of British North America
80. What was the Enlightenment, and how did it affect the development of colonial America?  (136-138)

81. Enlightenment thought, by emphasizing the existence of rational laws that governed the working of the universe, encouraged men to seek these laws.

Answer:  True  (136)

82. New England colonists, who were the most literate in the Atlantic world, often learned to read using _____________________.

Answer:  The New England Primer  (137)

83. Colonists in New England enjoyed a higher literacy rate than those in other parts of North America primarily because

A. Most New Englanders were members of the middle class. 

B. Most New England children attended free public schools.

C. Puritans believed all should be able to read the Bible. 

D. There were numerous teacher-training institutions in the region.

Answer:  C   (137)
84. Although the Puritan minister, ________________, was a defender of the old order and believed in witches, he also embraced some aspects of Enlightenment thought and even advocated inoculation for smallpox.  

Answer:  Cotton Mather  (137)
85. The first continuously published newspaper in North America was the ____________.

Answer:  Boston News-Letter  (137)

86. Colonial newspapers were a popular source of information and were often read aloud in taverns.

Answer:  True  (137)
87. Benjamin Franklin used his homespun literary character, Poor Richard, and a traditional literary form, the ________________, to bring Enlightenment ideas to ordinary people.   

Answer:  Almanac  (137)
88. The Enlightenment emphasis on useful and practical knowledge was promoted in Poor Richard's Almanac, published by _____________.

Answer:  Benjamin Franklin  (137)
89. After the Bible, the best selling books in the colonies were of a uniquely American literary genre, the ___________________.

Answer:  captivity narrative  (137)
90. American colonists were practical individuals who read newspapers, almanacs, and the Bible but little else.

Answer:  False (137)
91. The Connecticut church reform embodied in the Saybrook Platform weakened the passion and commitment of church members.

Answer:  True (138)

92. In the Anglican colonies in the eighteenth-century, only about 50% of adults were church members.

Answer:  False  (138)

93. The 1662 decision by the Puritan Church which allowed children of members to participate in most church activities without a conversion experience was known as the ___________________________.

Answer:  Half-Way Covenant  (138)

94. Making the Puritan Church the established church in New England led to 

A. Increases in church membership. 

B. More congregational autonomy. 

C. Heightened religious passion on the part of church members.

D. The expectation that all colonists should attend services.

Answer:  D  (138)

95. Arminianism incorporated all of the following EXCEPT

A. The Calvinist concept of predestination.

B. The Enlightenment view that men could shape their own destinies.

C. The idea that good works played a role in salvation.

D. The image of God as a loving father.

Answer:  A  (138)

96. The belief that Harvard University had adopted a theology that was too liberal led conservative Calvinists to found __________.

Answer:  Yale  (137)

97. The rationalist approach to religion in the early eighteenth century was challenged in the 1730s by the movement known as the __________________.

Answer:  Great Awakening  (138)

98. The Massachusetts minister who sparked the religious revivalism in the Puritan colonies in the 1730s was _______________.

Answer:  Jonathan Edwards  (138)

99. Religious revivalism appealed to many in New England in the 1730s because 

A. Community leaders urged the people to follow them in forgoing the pursuit of wealth as their primary goal. 

B. Changes in church rules made church membership more difficult to obtain.

C. Young people from poorer families were unhappy with the economic future they faced.

D. More egalitarian treatment in church seating attacked the old hierarchical order.

Answer:  C  (138)

100. Identify and explain the factors that made an awakening of religious passion and the introduction of more emotion into religion appealing in New England in the 1730s. (138)

101. The Anglican minister who brought the Great Awakening to the Southern colonies was _________________.

Answer:  George Whitefield  (139)

102. William Tennent's sermon, "The Dangers of an Unconverted Ministry," led to 

A. Conflict between the revivalist and old guard ministers.

B. Establishment of a church board to examine the credentials of ministers.

C. Demands by the old guard for a return to traditional Calvinist doctrine. 

D. Disillusionment with Calvinist religion and a decline in church attendance.

Answer:  A  (139)

103. In the Southern colonies, whites and blacks attended separate revival meetings.

Answer:  False  (140)

104. The Great Awakening had the greatest impact on those who had previously not been church members.

Answer:  False  (141)

105. Discuss the importance of revivalism in preparing colonists for the pre-Revolutionary controversies.  (141-142)

106. Revivalism was most popular among members of the lower middle class.

Answer:  True  (141-142)

107. The debates over religion between New Lights and Old Lights were, in part, the result of insecurities over all of the following EXCEPT

A. Warfare.

B. Developments in colonial society.

C. Economic growth. 

D. Relations with England.

Answer:  D  (141-142)

Many Lives, Many Stories

Martha Ballard

108. How does the story of Martha Ballard advocate the work of midwives?

109. What kind of gender-based division of household labor is described in Ballard’s story?

110. Which parts of Ballard’s story seem modern by today’s standards?  Which do not?

Benjamin Franklin

111. Did Benjamin Franklin fit his own definition of an American?

112. Did Franklin’s life reflect his own thirteen virtues?

113. How do you think Franklin accommodated his actual life with his own expectations?  Did he feel the need to live up to his own standards?

114. How did Franklin’s life reflect a blend of religion and Enlightened political philosophy?

US History Documents CD-ROM

5-1 Benjamin Franklin, "Observations Concerning the Increase of Mankind, Peopling of Countries, &c." (1751)
115. According to Franklin, why will the population increase more dramatically in America than in England?

116. Why does Franklin believe that the labor of working men will always be cheaper than the labor of slaves?

5-2 James Otis, The Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved (1763)
117. What kinds of differences does Otis see between the treatment of the colonists and those living in Great Britain?  How does he argue that this is a violation of colonial rights?

118. How does Otis identify racism in some of his fellow colonists?

Quick Quiz #1

1.
Who founded Kahnawake and for what purpose?

2.  
________ enabled the Indians to exploit the buffalo herds more efficiently and effectively.  (Horses)

3.  
Spanish military posts were referred to as ________.  (presidios)

4.  
In Puritan colonies, each congregation was allocated a tract of communal land. True or False (True)

5.  
Who was the leader of Rhode Island?  (Roger Williams)

6.  
Why did fewer farmers settle in New York early on than in Pennsylvania?

7.  
By 1750 Africans comprised approximately ______ percent of the population of the Lower South.  (40)

8.  
What were journeymen?

9.  
In eighteenth-century America at least _____ the immigrants arrived as indentured servants.  (half)

10.  
_____ ______ War was the first Anglo-French conflict in North America.  (King William's)

11.  
What was an encomienda?

12.  
French Canada was ruled by the _______ _____, the ________, and the ________.  (superior council, intendant, bishop)

13.  
Which colonial royal governors were most successful?

14.  
The ______ was a combination of astrological guide, farm tips, medical advice, and calendar.  (almanac)

15.  
Compare New Lights to Old Lights.  

Quick Quiz #2

1.
The _______ and ________ tribes attempted to block French settlements on the lower Mississippi.  (Natchez, Chickasaw)

2.  
________ _____ was the administrative capital of New Spain.  (Mexico City)

3. 
Who was the first European to sail into San Diego harbor?  (Juan Cabrillo)

4.  
French colonists divided the farm land into _____ _____ so as to insure that each farmer received good bottomland as well as waterfront property.  (long lots)

5.   
Puritans came to the New World to establish religious freedom. True or False (False)

6.  
Where was home to the first Jewish community in America?  (New York City)

7.  
Most of the early settlers in the backcountry were squatters. True or False (True)

8.  
Which Southern crop quickly exhausted the soil?  (tobacco)

9.  
What was a redemptioner?

10.
What were the two great expectations of colonial settlers in the eighteenth century?

11.  
The North American environment was very healthy for colonists. True or False (True)

12.  
What determined social status in New Spain?

13.  
Who controlled provincial assemblies in the British colonies?

14.  
The Enlightenment stressed the importance of _______. (reason)

15.  
What was the “Half-Way-Covenant”?
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