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The elementary school students “knows” the answer to the following question.  What caused the American Civil War?  The answer: Slavery.  Upon further study of the subject and 19th Century U.S. History, we learn about many other North and South, states rights and constitutional issues, westward expansion, extremist elements, ect.  Taking these into account, to what extent is the elementary school student’s answer accurate or inaccurate?
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I believe that the Elementary School Children’s answer is correct; Slavery is the main cause of the Civil War.  There were other reasons given by the North and South for going to war.  The North wanted to keep the Union together.  The South believed that states rights should be upheld over federal rights.  The North and South were also very different economically.  The South was dependent upon slavery for production of cotton and tobacco.  The North used mostly immigrants to work in their large factories.  The Westward expansion also brought a new element of distain between the North and South.  The North believed in expanding west and keeping those states free from slavery.  The South wanted to bring slavery to the west, increasing the value of the slave and expanding cotton growing.  All these reasons for the South leaving the union involved or lead back to the issue of Slavery.

Before the South succeeded they tried to work out a “compromise” with the North.  John J Crittenden presented the government with a list of amendments to the Constitution.  This list included guaranteeing slavery against further interference by the government, protecting slavery south of 36 degrees 30’ in all states “now held, or here after acquired”, forbidding congress to abolish slavery on any federal property within slave states, forbidding congress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia without the consent of its inhabitants and unless it had first been abolished by both Virginia and Maryland, denying Congress any power to interfere with interstate slave trade, and compensating slaveholders who were prevented from recovering fugitives in the Notherern States.  These amendments were to be valid for all time; no future amendment could override them. 
  The North did not accept this “compromise”, but it demonstrates how slavery was the main reason the South succeeded from the United States of America.  

The South also used ‘State Rights’ as a reason for leaving the Union.  The belief was that each state should act as an independent character and stats rights would take president of government rights.  This gave each state the right to vote for their laws without fear of interference by a higher government.  This also meant that each state could decide the laws about slavery.  Most of the wealthy white men in each state were slave owners, so they typically had the power to persuade state government.  The idea of states rights greatly benefited them.

The South manage to rally non-slave holding men of the state to their side by insisting succession was to protect their families and jobs from the free black slave.  They spread the idea that if the North freed the slaves, the slaves would take their jobs and then try to take their families.  They would marry their daughters and turn the white man into the slave.  This idea rallied the support of the non-slave holding white men of the South who made little money and feared being out of work or loosing his family to a freed slave. 

Lincoln and the North at first tried to make it appear as if the war was not about slavery.  The reason Lincoln gave fore invading the South was to keep the Union together.  He rallied the North by stating that succession was against the law and that it was their job to bring the Union back together.  

But by August 6th, 1861 Lincoln partly admitted the war was being fought over slavery by passing the Confiscation Act of 1861.  It declared that the contrabands (slaves who made it onto Northern Soil) were no longer slaves and they would not be returned after the war if they had been employed by the confederate armed services.
  Since most of the plantations were being used to manufacture goods for the Confederate Army this act freed almost all the slaves who managed to make it to the North.  The Abolitionists of the North praised Lincoln for this act, knowing that it was a step toward the freeing of all slaves.  In the South it fueled the fire of succession further.  The act went against everything the South was fighting for.  

Lincoln completely admitted that the focus of the war was to end slavery, when in September of 1862 he presented the country with the Emancipation Proclamation.  This proclamation began January 1st, 1863 and declared that all slaves held in states that were in opposition of the union, were free.  The Proclamation also sanctioned the enlistment of black soldiers and sailors to the Union forces.

The South felt a hard blow as all the slaves in cities held by the Union were freed.  The South declared that any black men captured in battle would be killed and any black slaves captured would be returned to their owners.  The black men who enlisted in the Union forces took a great risk.  They would be killed if captured by the enemy.  But many signed on in spite of this threat.  They knew that if the North won the war they would be free men.  But if the South won, there was a possibility of being returned to a way of life they were fighting against. 

Though each side of the war sited many reasons for the battle it appeared that all lead to the main cause of war, slavery.  The South used the idea of states rights as a way of protecting their economy, which was fueled by the labor of slaves.  They also played upon the fears of the Southern people to encourage their participation in succession.  The North at first wanted to remain neutral on the issue of slavery, but was forced by its people to take a stand against slavery.  I believe that the Civil War would never have occurred if slavery had been abolished when the Declaration of Independence was first written.  This country was founded on the idea that slavery was part of its culture and it took a war to abolish it forever.
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