Tracy Kloehn

HST 209 Civil War Telecourse

Extra Credit Assignment:  Civil War movies have been made in Hollywood and range in quality and historical accuracy.  Rent Glory and write a review of the movie.  How accurately do you believe this movie depicts a soldier’s experience?  How has the movie increased your understanding of this tragic historical experience?


Glory was a movie about the 54th Regiment of the Union Army.  This was one of the first black regiments in the Army.  It was created and led by Colonel Robert Gold Shaw.  During the movie Shaw ran into many challenges because of the color of his soldiers skin.  He had problems ordering uniforms and even socks and shoes for his regiment.  He was forced to confront the colonel in charge and demand equal treatment.  He was also told that his soldiers would be paid $10 a month instead of the usual pay of $13 a month, because they were black.  He faced this challenge by tearing up his check and demanding equal pay for his regiment.  

At first Shaw had a hard time relating to his soldiers but as the movie progressed he made an effort to get to know the people he would be fighting with.  The soldiers came to respect him as a leader and when they were finally given an opportunity to prove their strength as soldiers they succeeded.  Their first battle was in Janes Island, South Carolina, July 16th, 1863.  Upon returning from their victory, they were sent to Ft. Wagner, South Carolina to work with other regiments to take the Fort.  Shaw requested that his regiment lead the charge on the Fort, even though he knew it meant many of his men would be killed.  Because of their bravery, the Union Army and the white soldiers finally accepted the 54th Regiment of Massachusetts.

I believe that this was an accurate depiction of the 54th Regiment and of Robert Shaw.  It also accurately depicts the life of a black soldier.  It shows how they were treated poorly by the white regiments and were used for manual laborers instead of soldiers.  I also enjoyed the camp scenes in the movie and imagine that’s what it must have been like for the black soldiers.  They brought with them a culture that was unfamiliar to the white men around them.

The scene that had the most impact on me was the prayer scene the night before they were to lead the charge at Ft. Wagner.  The soldiers sang their prayers and took turns expressing the feelings they had about each other and the war.  They knew it may be the last night they would all be together and chose to celebrate that.  

The battle scene at Ft. Wagner moved me as well.  I believed that when Colonel Shaw got off his horse and led the charge on foot with the rest of his men, it was showing that he felt he was an equal with them.  

This movie moved me to tears several times and made me realize even more the impact this war had on the country.  It was a war about freedom for all people.  It made me realize that these black soldiers were not just fighting to win the war; they were fighting for their own lives.  

