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Review of Gods and Generals

Did you know that most Southern generals in the Civil War were abolitionists?  Did you know that Robert E. Lee was given command of the Southern army the day that Virginia seceded?  Were you aware that Southerners often treated their slaves as friends and allowed them to wear their clothes and sleep in their beds while they were away?  Were you also aware that Stonewall Jackson frequently conversed and prayed with his hired black cook?  Did anyone inform you that General McClellan and the Peninsula Campaign were unimportant aspects of the war?  If you were not aware of these facts, then you need to see Gods and Generals, the most historically inaccurate Civil War movie ever made.  But not only was it inaccurate, it was also the worst movie I have ever seen.


The movie begins with a doddering Robert E. Lee being offered command of the Union army.  He refuses because he feels his allegiance belongs to Virginia.  At this point, he goes to the secession meeting of Virginia and is promptly given command of the Southern army.  Not only does the movie ignore the fact that Joe Johnston was the first commander of the Southern army, but it also portrays Lee as a doddering old fool.  He doesn’t even appear to be a military commander, let alone a graduate of West Point.

As the movie continues, it is filled with inaccuracies.  It shows Jackson “interviewing” a slave to be his personal cook.  The movie gives the impression that Southerners respected slaves and treated them as equals.  In reality, a slave would have been ordered to serve Jackson, not hired to do so.  Jackson also would not have proceeded to converse with this slave.  However, in the movie Jackson asks this man if he has heard from his family lately.  First of all, a white general in the Southern army would never have conversed with a black slave.  Second, a slave wouldn’t have known where his family is, given that they were bought, sold and ripped away from their family.  Third, a slave wouldn’t have been taught how to read, so even if he knew where his family was, he couldn’t have read any mail sent to him.  Jackson continues on to reassure this man that slavery will soon come to an end.  This statement has so many problems that I don’t even know where to begin.


Another scene that was absolutely ludicrous involved a family in Fredericksburg.  When the Union army was crossing the river to enter Fredericksburg, this family prepared to leave their home.  The mother is seen arguing with a female slave that she can’t stay there and the slave says that she has to stay and protect the home.  This is ridiculous since no slave would have ever argued with their master, nor would any Southerner have put up with it.  The woman would have been punished severely for talking back.  However, the slave gets her way and stays in the home.  When the Northern soldiers arrive, she dresses up in her master’s nice clothes and convinces the army to leave the home alone.  First of all, a slave would have been glad to see a Northern soldier, it would have meant freedom, but not in this movie.  Apparently, slaves must have enjoyed being slaves.

This movie also skipped straight from the Battle of Bull Run to the Battle of Fredericksburg.  It doesn’t even mention McClellan or the Peninsula Campaign.  But it does show Lee talking about how the North was being forced into action by Lincoln and the Northern newspapers.  The largest problem with this is that unless you know about the Civil War, this statement doesn’t make any sense.  It never explains that McClellan was the reason for this pressure.


In short, Gods and Generals was one of the worst movies I have ever seen.  The acting, directing and scenery were all horrendous.  There wasn’t even a plot line.  But above all that, it was incredibly inaccurate.  I would recommend to the director of this movie that he take his screenplay to an expert on the Civil War long before beginning production.  It was so bad that I couldn’t even sit through the entire movie.
