Lacey Hughes

HST 209 Civil War Telecourse

The elementary students “know” the answer to the following question.  What 

caused the American Civil War?  The answer. Slavery.  Upon further study of 

the subject and 19th Century U.S. History, we learn about many other 

factors/issues, such as economic differences/realities, cultural differences 

North and South, states rights and constitutional issues, westward expansion, 

extremist elements, etc.  Taking these into account, to what extent is the 

elementary school student’s answer accurate or inaccurate?
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  In elementary school the children are not taught everything because of 

their immatureness, adults spread out the learning process so that it does 

not over board the children.   That is why the answer would be “slavery” 

from a child.  Later in the learning process the person would learn more 

about the war and why it was fought.  

    To one account the Civil War was fought because of slavery, but it was 

also fought for many other reasons.  The North and South had many cultural 

differences, on of the differences being slavery.  The debate over slavery 

continuing or being stopped began when the states began to move westward into 

the Indian Territory.  What would be done about the Indians? Would they also 

be used as slaves, or would they be equal to the white man?  Many decisions 

had to be made.  

In the South there were extremists who believed in slavery and that no person 

had the right to tell them how to live their lives.  They would do anything 

in their power to keep slavery alive because it had been their way of life 

for many generations before them.  The south believed that all the North 

wanted to do was come onto their property and change everything to the way 

that they lived in the north.  

In the North they had the extremists that believed there should be no slaves, 

all men where equal.  They would do anything in their power to stop it from 

going on, even if it meant killing or being killed.  They led in the attempts 

to stop slavery.  

The Northern territory was growing in population a lot faster than the South. 

 It was more industrialized and open to free labor unlike the south.  When 

the Cotton Gin was invented it made demand for slaves less because the 

machine was doing all the work that the slaves had been doing, and it was 

doing the work faster than the slaves had been.  The North was growing and 

becoming a lot larger than the south; it had more industry going which meant 

more jobs, which meant more money.  In many ways the North was doing a lot 

better than the South.  But then the south was planting cotton, which the 

north needed.  Both sides supplied things for each other.  

Slavery is one reason the war was fought, but as we’ve learned over time it 

was fought for many reasons.  To many to count for many of the men, some had 

a lot of reasons, and some only had a few.  But to each of them it was what 

they believed to be right.  

Video And Reading Notes

    Video 1: 1861 The Cause

        South Carolina: Dec. 20, 1860

        Mississippi: Jan. 9, 1861

        Florida: Jan. 10. 1861

        Alabama: Jan. 11, 1861

        Georgia: Jan. 19, 1861

        Louisiana: Jan. 26, 1861

Texas: Feb. 1, 1861

        The war was fought in 10 thousand places.

        Slaves were sent out to work in the fields as early as 12 years old.

        In 1861 1/7 of Americans belonged to someone else.

        4 million men/women/children were slaves.       

        The last Civil War veteran died in 1959.

        Fredrick Douglas:  son of slave and white man.

                Wrote autobiography 

                Paid $600 for freedom

        21 million lived in the North

        9 million lived in the south

        4 million slaves in the south

    Video 2: 1862 A Very Bloody War

        Ironclad- Merrimack, Confederate ship abandoned by the Union.

        Soldiers Stats:

            Average Height: 5’8”

            Average Weight: 143lbs.

            Average Age: 25

            Minimum age for recruiting: 18

            Dying 1/65, wounded 1/10, disease 1/13

        Shiloh-

            April 6, 1862 Confederate attack

            2477 men killed

            Nathan Bedford Forrest

Confederate soldier, last shot fired at Shiloh, used Union    soldier as a 

shield.

            Shiloh means “Place of Peace” in Hebrew

Rifled Musket:

                The Minnie ball-1” long, spun as it left muzzle.

                Kill as ¿ mile, Accurate at 250 yards.

                5 times as far as any other one-man weapon.

        First National Draft in American History: Men 18-35 years old for 3 

years.

        The war was called “Rich mans war, poor mans fight.”  If you owned 

20       

or more slaves you didn’t have to fight in the war, which meant the rich 

didn’t have to but the poor did.

Video 3: Forever Free

    7-day campaign

        Men said that the fields “crawled” with wounded or dead bodies.

    Reason for war:

        South-Because the North was invading his land.

        North- 1- The Republic must be preserved not split in two.

            2- the freeing of slaves.

    Clara Barton- Nursed men on the fields.

Video 4: Simply Murder

Disease was the main killer of the war-taking 2 for every 1 who died of 

battle wounds.

    Copper heads: met in secret to discuss the end of the war.

    Bread Riot: Richmond

Thousands of women broke into shops mad about the prices going up.

Farmers called upon to give 1/10 of products to the government for the war 

effort.
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