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Movie Review: Glory

I chose to watch and review the movie Glory for this assignment.  While this is the second time I have watched the movie, the first time I did not know the history that lead to the formation of a black regiment in the Union Army.  Knowing more of the history made the movie much more understandable and relevant. 

I think the movie did a good job of portraying the inequities between black and white soldiers within the Union Army.  The fact that many white Northerners did not take the black unit seriously, employing them mainly at manual labor, was highlighted in the movie.  In addition, the way the Union Army treated the black soldiers as second class by not giving them proper equipment was accurately reflected in the film.  

Some of the most poignant moments in the movie came during the exchanges between white regiments and the all black 54th regiment.  When encountering a white regiment heading into battle, members of the 54th were quick to be sarcastic to them.  The white soldiers showed a racist edge in their reply and so in spite of being on the same side of the battle, there was a great deal of anger between these regiments.  When the 54th volunteered to lead the final assault in the film, during which most of them would surely lose their lives, this same white regiment offered cheers of support, finally seeming to accept these soldiers as peers.

I did find a few things in the movie that were not true.  For example, Colonel Shaw’s reluctance to lead the 54th Regiment was not accurately portrayed.  In the movie his character took up that task with only a small amount of hesitation when in reality he appeared to have more misgivings.  Also, the movie made it appear that black citizens turned out in large numbers to enlist right away.  In fact the volunteer regiment grew much more slowly and gradually.  It seems that many of the departures from reality were made in an attempt to make the story slightly more dramatic and appealing to moviegoers.  All in all I think the movie was good and I found it to be very close to fact.

