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The elementary school students“knows” the answer to the following question. What caused theAmerican Civil War? The answer. Slavery. Upon further study of the subjectand 19th Century U.S. History, we learn about many other factors/issues,such as economic differences/realities, cultural differences Northand South, states rights and constitutional issues, westward expansion,extremists, etc. Taking these into account, to what extent is theelementary school student’s answer accurate or inaccurate?
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Argumentation teaches us that anyclaim we make must be reasonably supported with verifiable evidence. Atypical elementary school student in the U.S.A would give “slavery”as an answer for the cause of the Civil War. It is, I claim an inaccurateanswer because our studies about this war shows us the manytroubling issues, in the North and South, that our young country was alsodealing with.


Typical elementary students do notreceive adequate instruction on their own recent history as we do at thecollege level. It is mind boggling to think about all of the technologythat we have now and can so easily access.  


Although an inaccurate answer,slavery was one of the major issues. I’d like to point out that a realclaim to understanding the causes of the Civil War need to also  includethe following: Thecountries economy was growing rapidly. In early 1800their were only eight million people that lived in America.Yet, by 1861 the number of Americans had grown to 31 million.The increaseof people,  throughout the states, in that short amount of time causedproblems. As more people were settling in the North, industry became their source of income. Factories werebuilt and many farmers left their and moved to the northern cities. Also,the import of goods was moving between Europe and the United States. Duringthese early times people began to choose for themselves where and for whom to work. This signaled a trend infree labor.


However, things were different inthe South. Farming was the center of most of the activity. More and moreland was needed because the South was prospering. As a result, the sourceof income became large scale farming. These large farms were called plantations. One of the main crops in the South was cotton.Picking the cotton was a long and tedious task for the slaves. By hand ittook one slave ten hours to pull 

 the seeds from one pound of cotton. In1793 a man named Eli Whitney invented a wonderful machine. He called it theCotton Gin. This wonderful machine removed the seeds from the cotton fibersa thousand times faster and produced 1,000 pounds of clean cotton each day. “Cotton is King,” said SenatorJames Henry Hammond of South Carolina, “and the African must be slave,or there's an end of all things, and soon.” [Harcourt Brace, EarlyUnited States, p. 479] This one change in technology led to many other changes such as: Demand for cotton worldwide made bothSouthern planters and Northern textile-mill owners rich. This also createdthe need for more slaves to work the fields. Cotton from the American Southgrown mostly by slave labor furnished three-fourths of the worlds supply. [Battle Cry of Freedom, p. 39]


 Although, slave labor ismentioned in my argument my point is that Southerners were developing badfeelings towards the North because the industry of the North was booming.As a writer for one Alabama newspaper described it, “The North fattensand grows rich on the South. We depend upon it for our entiresupplies... The slave holder dresses in Northern goods, rides in Northernsaddle... His land is cleared with a Northern ax, and a Yankee clock sitsupon his mantel - piece; his floor is swept by a Northern broom, and is covered with a Northern carpet... andhe is furnished with Northern inventions.” [Harcourt Brace, Early UnitedStates, p. 480] What a thing for this Alabama writer to say! A littlejealousy I believe. If you have enough of these kind of comments between rivals, Yanks, Rebs, or whatever youmight call yourself, I think a war could possibly start. 


Another issue was with theSoutherners. They believed in states’ rights. They thought any stateshould be able to pull out of the Union. They said it was tyranny to holdstates in the union against their wishes. They said they were doing thesame thing that George Washington and John Adams and otherrevolutionaries had done against King George: fighting for their freedom.But it was white freedom they were fighting for. They didn’t want toconsider the fact that they were tyrannizing black people. [A History of US, p. 16]


What they did was form their ownnation. Eleven Southern states seceded from the union. They created theConfederate States of America and elected a president and congress. Theysaid all they wished was to go peacefully from the union. [A History of US,p. 16] 


The North wouldn’t let them doit. Revolution is only right, said President Abraham Lincoln, “ for amorally justified cause.” But the South had no just cause. So saidLincoln, secession was, "simply a wicked exercise of physical power.” [AHistory of US, p.16]


This was an important issue theywere deciding. Would a people’s government survive? Lincoln saidAmericans needed to prove “that popular governments not absurdity.”Then he added, “We must settle this question now, whether in a freegovernment the minority have the right to break up the government wheneverthey choose.” [A History of US, p. 16]


On the other hand, Northernerswere willing to fight for the American form of government, for theconstitution, and for the Union. They said that when the states joined theUnion they agreed to uphold the Constitution and they couldn’t just pullout anytime they wanted. If that were allowed, soon therewould be no Union at all. [A History of US, p. 16]


The South didn’t like to betold what they could or could not do. They wanted to make their owndecision. The South strongly believed in each state having the right togovern itself without outside interference. It was feared by the South thatLincoln would abolish slavery and therefore interfere withstates’ rights.


In summary, I believe there aremany issues and beliefs about what really caused the Civil War. However;was slavery the cause of the Civil War? We could say economical issues,disagreements over states’ rights and slavery caused the Civil War. But,to let slavery stand alone, as the cause of the Civil War,just wont work!

