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What I have gained as a result of this course. 

After a lot of thought about this essay, and reflection of my reactions to my own experiences as a wartime veteran, and from a long line of American wartime veterans dating back to the American Revolution and beyond, I think I have arrived to a viable response. In the pages to follow I will try and describe them as best I can. For one, I am a writer, but I tend to approach my work from a different perspective than others. I may be a college student, but at the same time, I am a husband, a father of five, on my second marriage, a veteran of both the military and the American workforce, and above all…a Patriot. At the same time I tend to enjoy history, particularly the history of war, as it is a shaper of civilization and enjoy a hobby in Anthropology. My father is a veteran, and a Linguist. He served in Vietnam for three tours as 101st Airborne Rangers as an Intelligence Officer who already had his BA in Anthropology when he enlisted. He studied languages and also spoke Vietnamese. He too is a Patriot. The Sandlins are from Scotland, and direct descendants of Robert the Bruce, the first King of Scotland after the clans had decided to fight for their freedom from the tyranny of England. We were exiled here when America was the colonies of Great Britain, and we even fought in the American Revolution.


I myself served in the Navy during the 1st Gulf War as a Boiler Technician on a Destroyer. I was the Burnerman on a 1200psi Main Propulsion Boiler and my job was to make sure we had steam to push several thousand tons of cold steel through the water and deliver it wherever my President wanted it. Ironically I am studying the Civil War in a time when the nation seems split concerning the 2nd Gulf War. For what its worth, we should have been allowed to finish what we started 12 years ago. War is not pretty, but if one looks at this way it may be necessary. If you look at our species, and our mastery of the world around us, we have only one natural enemy. We have only one way to naturally keep the population in check. That is to kill one another, in mass combat. Until we master the science of space travel and colonization it may be the only way we don’t over populate this planet, which is now on the brink of disaster, we consume resources faster than the planet can replenish them. Civilization is probably, and arguably the worst thing that could have happened to the Earth.


In this essay I am not able to include outside sources that require that I leave home and go to a Library or a City Hall. I live in Cottage Grove, with a vehicle that is barely able to get us back and forth to school for the remainder of this term, and I cannot fix it. I also cannot do a lot of driving on my own. A lifetime of hard labor that started on the farm as a child, and ended on the construction site has left me disabled. I have a severely damaged lower back; a surgery leaves me able to walk but precious little else. I also have a hernia, and studying from books is becoming increasingly hard as I am also awaiting a surgery on my neck to have three discs replaced. I have severe damage there also. Even looking down on my keyboard as I type this I am getting cramps, and spasms in my neck that will result in punishment for the next week after as it tightens down and starts to feel like a crick, and causes my left arm to tingle. That however is life. I should have gone to school when I got out of the Navy, but with a new wife and my first child on the way I did what I was raised to do, and I went to work to support my family doing the work I new I could do best. This is what I am left with now.


As I watched the programs, and read in the books what I could, which regrettably is less than I would like I went through a myriad of thoughts and reactions. Like I say, I love history, as the study of man is a hobby of mine. The first thing, which struck me, is the numbers, by the Great Cosmic Muffin, the numbers of the casualties. In the Deep South where I was born and raised History is a major subject. Even in the 4th grade we learn State History, and of course in my two childhood states of Louisiana and Arkansas the Civil War was fought. So we learned the Civil War from an early age. Unlike this state, we also learned U.S. History and World History, and I have seen the reactions of fellow Oregon students who were born here who were learning for the first time what we did to the Indians. We learned this in grade school, with no sugar poured on top. Of course there is a big difference in a college course and a grade school class, so here we are learning more details. In this class we also learn in detail the grave consequences of the inaction on the part of General McClellan, which could have ended the war. But in ending the war that early from it’s beginning would the outcome have been the same? Probably not, America today, might be a completely different place. That is what I am writing about today. I guess I just take a different approach to things than others might.

The first reaction one might have when they learn of the lists of casualties, and the land that was destroyed in this conflict is, “What would lead civilized men to kill each other like this?”

Sadly the answer is not an easy one. In fact it would tend to lean towards complexity when one examines the many angles of thought this war was fought on. Most Southerners were fighting simply because they felt invaded, and truth is, they were. As with all wars the events that led up were nothing more than the quarrels of men of power using their influence and power to achieve an end or desired result. As always these quarrels, which are no different than those I might have with you, or any other neighbor take on a far graver course. When you and I quarrel, or disagree we may exchange harsh words, end up in a fistfight, or worse case scenario one of us killing the other. In the end, that quarrel is generally ended after the dick measuring contest is over and normally we would go about our lives. But when men of power do so, they have weapons or access or influence over weapons and armies, which are used to settle arguments. When the powerful feel the need to measure dicks and find their opponent has more than they do, we in the population are the ones who count the casualties.

From early on we are taught the basic principals of what the Civil War was about.  We all know that starting this nation with slavery in the constitution was not the brightest thing our forefathers could have done. In the end, the American people paid the price. What I tend to find appalling is the list of those who did not make it to the end, and why. Many men marched to their deaths under the command of men that did not care how many lived or died. This is apparent with the historical documentation concerning the actions and decisions of the Generals in command. So many mistakes were made at the cost of lives. If anything these lists of casualties may be the single reason that has stopped another war of this kind on these grounds. We can also turn on the TV and the Evening news and news programs give us media coverage, sometimes live, of the Civil Wars in other countries.

In the case of our own one has to be impressed with the patriotism on both sides and the spirit of these soldiers to follow head long into death their Generals to fight for a cause they either thought or knew was right. When we think of battles such as Shiloh and Fredericksburg just to name a couple. The losses were staggering. Thousands of men, not hundreds, were literally slaughtered as a result of mistakes and poor judgment. Then we take into consideration the living conditions, and the available food. More soldiers died from disease than to battle. In some cases it’s a wonder the men had the energy to fight. Taking into consideration the conditions in P.O.W. camps on both sides it’s a wonder that men even survived. At times I think the only men who did were those fortunate enough to be captured in the last year.

Now that I have briefly covered this, and can assure you I have read as much as I could, and watched the videos on top of other sources and programs that I have watched for years, I would like to go into how I feel this world changed our country. I can see a big impact on how we, as a nation and people, changed, for the better in some cases. We still deal with the scars of racism, although in my experience I have received more from Black men than I have ever given in return or seen my friends. I as a man also dealt with that conditioning, and rose out of it. In this day and age, we have made large strides in our perception and acceptance of others of different color and creed.  This however is not what I am going to speak of. 

As a military power America has become the most advanced and powerful military on the planet. I think a lot of this can find its root in the Civil War. Also our forces tend to be the most conscientious. Our laws and the UCMJ (Uniform Code of Military Justice) train our soldiers in proper and gentile conduct on the battlefield. I don’t mean they offer tea to the enemy and try to discuss the point of the battle. Since there is a battlefield to begin with means it is past the time to be diplomatic and now time to kick ass. We are however only allowed to use bullets that will not blow apart and tear the enemy apart.  We are not allowed to loot towns and rape women, and force the people to fight. If we capture the enemy they are not generally tortured (I know this can lead to another debate) and we take care of our prisoners pretty graciously. After war they are returned home, and if they were wounded they are returned home healed or released after they have healed, just like our own soldiers and sailors. Our ships stop to pick up survivors after a naval battle, and will carry POWs to a safe facility. After all combat is done, we even help rebuild what we destroyed. We reestablish governments, and financial establishments. No in Iraq we did not do this…but then again as of yet we have not finished what was started there. I know I served in that war, and when we are done, we will rebuild Iraq…we always do. It is the will of our people that this is done. It is our way of making amends for the atrocity that is war. It is one way of making amends for unleashing a military force such as our own. 

The Civil War helped us define who we are as a nation and people. Our ancestors saw so much destruction and slaughter on our own soil, caused by each other, that we knew we had to find a better way to carry out the atrocity that is war. Now not only do we fight wars to win, but we fight wars to try and make a difference. I shudder to think of what we might have become had this one horrible war not been won by the North, or if it would have ended before it did, before it had chance to change how we as a people felt about it. This is the one time since the Revolution that Americans saw slaughter of this nature, and in many cases this was a truly a senseless slaughter. If it were to have ended before Lincoln could have passed the Emancipation Proclamation. If after all was said and done, there would still be slaves. If so, we may have had more than one Civil War.

Now, we must always look back, lest history try to repeat itself. We must fight the good fight, and be willing to live beside our enemy in the future, because our enemy today could be our ally tomorrow. Today’s ally may be tomorrow’s enemy. In our own defense we as Fathers (I say this as usually it is men who must fight) must keep our hearts clear and mind free of malice, lest we forget that we are human. We may have to be called on to fight, but then after the fighting’s over we have to be there to regulate and sometimes occupy. The Civil War and its aftermath of the defeat of the south taught us that we must act as morally responsible men. We must not do to others what we would not want done to our own families if the tables were turned.  The UN stands with its guidelines and the Geneva Convention stand because we fought our war, others fought theirs, and the after math of these Civil Wars across the globe made the world community realize that no matter what god you worship, we are all people who deserve respect and dignity. The Civil War was our single most defining moment in our own country that in this day and age of new warfare with powerful weapons and the possibilities of insanely high numbers of casualties something must be done lest the world succumb.

We are not a perfect people, and some behind other borders feel we have never felt what gets unleashed on them. One thing they could think of is that yes we have had forces like this unleashed on our lands and people. That is why we act the way we do in combat, and more importantly after combat. All it takes is a bit of reading in history to find this out. That is the legacy the Civil War left on us, as a people and a nation. May we never forget the lesson.

What did we gain from the Civil War?

