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Essay Questions

1 .
When, at the start of the film, Shelby Foote says of the Civil War, "It defined us," he is speaking of the national character and the shape of the nation in which we live today.
 How would you describe the character of Americans in the 1990s?  A related question will be asked at the end of the course.

[Answers might refer to pride in a dominant position in the world; commitment to the use of guns and force; continuing striving to achieve full civil rights for descendants of the slaves freed in the Civil War; bearing a sense of tragedy following the Vietnam War.]

2.
When Frederick Douglass, having described the physical beauty of America, says, "I am filled with utter loathing," he is driven by his hatred of the experiences of slavery that he personally had known. How, if he felt that way, could Douglass have been so ardent a supporter of a war to save that America?

[Answers should include his need to convince fellow Americans that the goal of the war must be the ending of slavery and his belief that he could work successfully toward this goal within the system; achievement of the goal would mean he no longer had to loathe a slaveholding nation.]

3.
 How do you explain why Robert E.
Lee, a career officer in the United States Army who had lived for a long time outside Virginia and who opposed both slavery and secession, rejected the chance to conunand the army and returned to Virginia to serve the Confederacy?

[Answers should acknowledge his deep loyalty to Virginia, as opposed to the Confederacy; his inability to fight against Virginians and his home state; the importance of local loyalty in pre-Civil War America.]

4.
If you had been President of the United States in the winter of 1861, what strategy would you have followed to isolate the seven Deep South states that had seceded so as to insure the failure of the rebellion?

[Answers might include. promising to make slavery inviolate in the rest of the South; compensated emancipation ending slavery in the upper South while putting a lot of money in the hands of ex-slaveholders, thus keeping these Southerners happy.]

**********************************

Essay Questions:

1 .In discussions of the Civil War, experts argue over the importance of the western and the eastern spheres. But one observer has said that it wasn't a matter of geography; the east was where the political capitals were to be defended, whereas the west was where the people were.
 Discuss.

[Answers might contrast the usual history textbook concentration on presidential politics and the events of the nation's capitals to the concerns of ordinary citizens living across the whole of the country's geographical and social span.]

2.
The Monitor and the Merrimack were both clumsy warships; their only battle was somewhat inconclusive. Why are the two ships, and this single engagement, regarded as so important?

[Answers should include the recognition that these ironclads were the first of the technologically advanced weapons - ranging through tanks and nuclear bombs - that have made twentieth-century war so terrible.]

3.
Why was disease the major killer of soldiers in the Civil War? Do you think this could have been controlled or avoided?

[Answers should mention rural boys who had never been exposed to childhood diseases like measles; lack of under- standing or means of control of diseases such as typhoid and diphtheria; poor sanitation and lack of knowledge about the role of sanitation in preventing dysentery and diarrhea.]

4.
Ulysses S.
Grant regarded the Battle of Shiloh as a pivotal moment in his awareness of what the Civil War truly was.  What was his conclusion?  What caused him to see the war in this new way?

[Answers should recognize that his hopes that the South could be cowed into surrender by a vast invading army were dashed; that he realized the Confederacy had the will to attack in force and engage in a protracted campaign.
 Grant knew after the battle that total war, relentlessly pursued, was the only way the Union could win, and, looking at the corpses on the field, he knew the human cost would be enormous.]

*****************************************

Essay Questions:

1.
Contrast McClellan's Peninsula Campaign and Jackson's Valley Campaign.

[Answers should describe McClellan's vast, well-disciplined and well-trained army, cumbersome in movement when it moved at all, and McClellan as a popular general who did little to inspire a will to fight in his men; and lackson's fleet army of men who moved with great flexibility in territory they knew and loved.]

2.
Barbara Fields says in the television program, "The slaves understood that war was about slavery before it was a war ...
They made a nuisance for the army and they also made an issue that the army had to deal with. And if the army had to deal with it, the War Department had to deal with it.  If the War Department had to deal with it, Congress had to deal with it.
 That means that every fugitive slave who made a nuisance of himself to the local commander eventually made a figure of himself to the Congress of the United States." Ponder what she means and write an essay about it.

[Answers should include reference to specific instances - Butler's handling of "contrabands, " Fremont's decision to declare them free, the Port Royal experiment, etc.
- and the responses of the Congress and the President, and how their thinking may have been altered by the practical decisions of the slaves and the Union officers.]

*********************************

Essay Questions:

1 .
When President Jefferson Davis called for more troops, the governor of Georgia simply refused. Vice President Alexander Stephens spent only a fraction of his time away from his native state of Georgia and in Richmond, the capital of the Confederacy.
 Do you think the South had created a nation in the Confederate States of America, or was the doctrine of states' rights, which Southerners had so long championed, dominant?

[Answers should be supported with such points as Davis's use of central authority, refusal of governors of states such as Georgia to cooperate with measures passed by the Confederate Congress.]

2.
 Abraham Lincoln said, "Vicksburg is the key.
The war can never be brought to a close until the key is in our pocket." Jefferson Davis said, "Vicksburg is the nailhead that held the South's two halves together." Explain why both North and South saw Vicksburg as crucial.

[Answers should show understanding of the importance of control of the Mississippi for commerce, supplies, and trade with foreign countries.
 Psychologically, the invincibility of Vicksburg suggested to Southerners that they could prevail; if the town should fall, the Confederacy would be divided east from west by the Llnion-controlled Mississippi River and the symbol of an invincible South would be destroyed.]

3.
 President Lincoln, using his war powers, took strong measures to deal with dissent during the war. Do you think he was justified in abrogating civil rights?  Defend your position, referring to specific actions of the president.

[Answers defending Lincoln's actions should cite expediency; answers criticizing his actions should cite importance of protecting civil rights of citizens even in wartime; specific actions of the president include arrest and imprisonment of political opponents, suspension of habeas corpus, use of Secret Service to infiltrate organizations supporting the Confederacy.]

4.
 In his great novel, War and Peace, Leo Tolstoy describes the horrors of the battle of Borodino and suggests that the forces chaotically at play there left no man, not even Napoleon, with a chance to make a difference. But the television program parades picture after picture of Union generals - McClellan, Pope, Burnside, Hooker - as if to say that if only the right general could be found, all would be well.
 After viewing the pictures of Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville, what do you think?

[Answers should show an understanding of the arguments not only of historians who believe in the power of generals to affect the course of the war, but also of those who stress the impact of unforeseen or unavoidable contingencies on the course of a war.
 The essay should be illustrated with examples from particular battles, which need not be confined to Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville.]
