Essay Questions

1. Explain the causes of the draft riots.

2. When Lee proposed to Jefferson Davis an invasion of Pennsylvania, what were his goals?

3. Most older textbooks scarcely mention African Americans as participants in the war that freed them, and yet Frederick Douglass insisted that the nation's "soft white hand" was not enough for victory, but an "iron black hand" was needed also. Write an essay analyzing the role of black people in the Civil War.

4. How did the work done by women in support of the war effort reflect traditional expectations for middleclass white women? How did it differ? What activities were new for women? In what ways were the new activities justified by traditional definitions of women's role?

Essay Questions

1. 1864 was an election year in America. In the North, despite the war, it was politics as usual; Democrat George B. McClellan was a serious challenger to incumbent Abraham Lincoln. But in the South, there was no election; Jefferson Davis, with a six-year term, never faced an electoral challenge. Which president do you think was in the stronger position to be a wartime leader? Why?

2. What personal qualities would you identify as those which made ordinary soldiers willing to fight and win with General Grant?

3. "I think that he [Robert E. Lee] should have been hanged. It was all the worse that he was a good man and a fine character and acted conscientiously.  It is always the good men who do the most harm in the world."
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What are the personal qualities of Lee that Henry Adams alludes to? And how do you explain his startling statement?

4. How did Grant's attempt in the Wilderness campaign to take Richmond - across the same terrain – differ from the invasions of Pope, Burnside, and Hooker?

Essay Questions

1. Why was Lincoln, looking ahead to the presidential elections in the fall, so discouraged during the summer of 1864?

2. Controversy has never been in short supply as Americans have looked at the Civil War. From what you have learned of Nathan Bedford Forrest, what do you make of Shelby Foote's description of him as a "genius"?

3. If the Democratic candidate for president, George B. McClellan, had been elected in 1864, what do you think would have been the result?

4. What similarities do you see between Pinkerton's Secret Service efforts to undermine the Confederacy and the present-day activities of the Central Intelligence Agency?

5. Which side was responsible for the breakdown of prisoner-of-war exchanges? Why? How could the continued suspension of exchanges be justified?

Essay Questions

1. If the Emancipation Proclamation declared all slaves in states in rebellion to be free and, by the war's end, all the states were in Union hands, why was the Thirteenth Amendment needed?

2. The "malice toward none" phrase in Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address is one of the grandest and most magnanimous in the history of oratory. But it suggested huge problems. Why was this so?

3. Frederick Douglass said that if a black man served in the Union army, "there is no power on earth which can deny that he has earned the right to citizenship." Howell Cobb said, "... if slaves seem good soldiers, then our whole theory of slavery is wrong." Explain the reasoning behind these statements.

4. The South was proud of its tradition of paternal concern for its black people. Why, then, was there a wave of individual acts of violence against the freed people in the months immediately after peace was restored?

Essay Questions

1. In our own day, we have seen great world heroes like Vaclav Havel and Nelson Mandela. The Civil War created American heroes. Who is your hero? Why?

2. Shelby Foote indicates that the Civil War defined the national character and the shape of the nation in which we live today. What elements of the national personality do you think can be traced to the Civil War?

3. General 0. O. Howard, in command of one of Sherman's two invading armies, learned crucial lessons along his march that enabled him to make a hopeful start as head of the Freedmen's Bureau when the war was over. What were these critical signals?

4. Near the end of the television program, Barbara Fields says, "...the Civil War is still going on. It's still to be fought and regrettably it can still be lost." Explain her meaning. Do you agree?

5. Frederick Douglass vehemently objected to the kinds of fraternal reunions of Union and Confederate veterans depicted in the closing footage of the film. Why?
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