Essay Questions

1. Explain the causes of the draft riots.

[Answers should include the inequities of the substitution system, provocation of immigrant laborers by the Democrats, and racism.]

2. When Lee proposed to Jefferson Davis an invasion of Pennsylvania, what were his goals?

[Answers should include surrounding Washington, D. C., obtaining food for his troops, strengthening opposition to the war among northerners, and achieving diplomatic recognition from European powers.]

3. Most older textbooks scarcely mention African Americans as participants in the war that freed them, and yet Frederick Douglass insisted that the nation's "soft white hand" was not enough for victory, but an "iron black hand" was needed also. Write an essay analyzing the role of black people in the Civil War.

[Answers should mention the participation of African Americans in military service and in espionage, but, more importantly, the student should show awareness that blacks, hardened both to hard work and to a loathing of slavery, were particularly fierce in their determination to fight for freedom.]

4. How did the work done by women in support of the war effort reflect traditional expectations for middleclass white women? How did it differ? What activities were new for women? In what ways were the new activities justified by traditional definitions of women's role?

[Answers might mention volunteers who made bandages and clothing at home among traditional activities, and nursing in the field and in hospital and fund-raising, as well as travelling widely in pursuit of their work, among new activities. Traditional definitions of "women's work" as nurturing could be used to justify nursing and hospital work. A sophisticated essay will take note of expressions, in diaries and letters, of women's urge to fight, to be where the excitement of war was.]

Essay Questions

1. 1864 was an election year in America. In the North, despite the war, it was politics as usual; Democrat George B. McClellan was a serious challenger to incumbent Abraham Lincoln. But in the South, there was no election; Jefferson Davis, with a six-year term, never faced an electoral challenge. Which president do you think was in the stronger position to be a wartime leader? Why?

[Answers should comment on the inability of the South to debate basic issues of policy and then resolve, by election, its differences; on the other hand, mention should be made of Lincoln's luck in having opportune military victories occur before the election, as well as the fact that the election campaign seemed a conflict-resolving debate on what should be the continuing character of the nation.]

2. What personal qualities would you identify as those which made ordinary soldiers willing to fight and win with General Grant?

[Answers might mention unpretentiousness; directness; honesty; understanding of, but lack of meddling in, politics; he was not a complainer, not interested in blaming others; there were no false heroics - Grant looked as scared as the privates felt, but he kept going, and so did his men.]

3. "I think that he [Robert E. Lee] should have been hanged. It was all the worse that he was a good man and a fine character and acted conscientiously.  It is always the good men who do the most harm in the world."
|

What are the personal qualities of Lee that Henry Adams alludes to? And how do you explain his startling statement?

[Answers should discuss noble personal conduct employed in an ignoble cause. Without doubt, some students will excoriate Adams, the observer of the war, safe in London, in contrast to Lee, who fought so resolutely.]

4. How did Grant's attempt in the Wilderness campaign to take Richmond - across the same terrain – differ from the invasions of Pope, Burnside, and Hooker?

[Answers should point out that faced with huge losses, the other three turned back, while Grant, facing losses just as heavy, kept going. Hooker's flirtation with the idea that the nation needed a military dictator in order to win the wars could be contrasted to Grant's acceptance of the idea that politics were politics and that, in a democracy, elected officials should set policy; it was his job to fight, period.]

Essay Questions

1. Why was Lincoln, looking ahead to the presidential elections in the fall, so discouraged during the summer of 1864?

[Answers should mention the lack of any significant victory for the Union since Chattanooga the previous November; the demoralized condition of both soldiers and civilians; the division of opinion in the North over whether to stick with emancipation or suefor peace.]

2. Controversy has never been in short supply as Americans have looked at the Civil War. From what you have learned of Nathan Bedford Forrest, what do you make of Shelby Foote's description of him as a "genius"?

[Answers might mention that he was a cavalryman always on the move and able to outmaneuver larger enemyforces; on the other hand, they might discuss his disregardfor the value of human lip and his actions as a killer of black prisoners.]

3. If the Democratic candidate for president, George B. McClellan, had been elected in 1864, what do you think would have been the result?

[Answers should mention a negotiated peace with slavery left in place.]

4. What similarities do you see between Pinkerton's Secret Service efforts to undermine the Confederacy and the present-day activities of the Central Intelligence Agency?

[Answers should point to each agency's infiltration of dissenting organizations and acting without accountability to Congress.]

5. Which side was responsible for the breakdown of prisoner-of-war exchanges? Why? How could the continued suspension of exchanges be justified?

[Answers should use evidence such as the South's refusal to treat all prisoners alike or Grant's belief that the holding

of prisoners was a greater disadvantage for the South; and take a position on humanitarian considerations versus the possible shortening of the war.]

Essay Questions

1. If the Emancipation Proclamation declared all slaves in states in rebellion to be free and, by the war's end, all the states were in Union hands, why was the Thirteenth Amendment needed?

[Answer should stress that the Emancipation Proclamation covered no slaves in the states loyal to the Union; that various forms of involuntary servitude - forced apprentice systems, etc. - were considered and enacted in former slave states.]

2. The "malice toward none" phrase in Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address is one of the grandest and most magnanimous in the history of oratory. But it suggested huge problems. Why was this so?

[Answer should include idea that forgiveness of white ex-slaveholders might encourage continued suppression of former slaves.]

3. Frederick Douglass said that if a black man served in the Union army, "there is no power on earth which can deny that he has earned the right to citizenship." Howell Cobb said, "... if slaves seem good soldiers, then our whole theory of slavery is wrong." Explain the reasoning behind these statements.

[Answers should address the relationship between the idea of citizenship and military service for one's country.]

4. The South was proud of its tradition of paternal concern for its black people. Why, then, was there a wave of individual acts of violence against the freed people in the months immediately after peace was restored?

 [Answers should include fear of black advancement; age-old fear of slaves rising to murder their masters; the need to control, by means other than slavery, a much-needed laborforce in a now-impoverished region.]

Essay Questions

1. In our own day, we have seen great world heroes like Vaclav Havel and Nelson Mandela. The Civil War created American heroes. Who is your hero? Why?

[Answers should defend the choice of a hero with character appraisal and specific evidence of his or her actions that justify the choice.]

2. Shelby Foote indicates that the Civil War defined the national character and the shape of the nation in which we live today. What elements of the national personality do you think can be traced to the Civil War?

[Answers should include points raised when the parallel question to this one was asked in week 1; a student might well be told to write the essay in week 1 and then, at the close of the course, again write the essay, reflecting on his or her changed views.]

3. General 0. O. Howard, in command of one of Sherman's two invading armies, learned crucial lessons along his march that enabled him to make a hopeful start as head of the Freedmen's Bureau when the war was over. What were these critical signals?

[Answers should mention the plight of the refugees and the success of single-family subsistence farms on the sea islands.]

4. Near the end of the television program, Barbara Fields says, "...the Civil War is still going on. It's still to be fought and regrettably it can still be lost." Explain her meaning. Do you agree?

[Answers should demonstrate understanding of the unfinished tasks of achieving equal citizenship for all and the responsibilities of that citizenship.]

5. Frederick Douglass vehemently objected to the kinds of fraternal reunions of Union and Confederate veterans depicted in the closing footage of the film. Why?

[Answers should note that white northerners and southerners soon forgot that the war to free the slaves also meant that ex-slaves' economic and political needs should not be ignored as the white men became reconciled.]

Identify the following:

Clement L. Vallandigham

Salmon P. Chase

William H. Seward 

Chickasaw Bluffs

Kennesaw Mountain

Spotsylvania

The Wilderness

Petersburg

Cold Harbor 

Andersonville
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Thirteenth Amendment 

Five Forks

Sayler's Creek 

Ford's Theatre

Freedman's Savings and Trust Company 

Sharecropping

Fourteenth Amendment

Ku Klux Klan
