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Height = late 60's early 70's

Watergate brought an end to it
Presidential Power

Post WWII =  power of the President

It did not come about through any changes in the Constitution
I did come about through actions of various presidents who made use of their position and built up a vast amount of power

USA * superpower

President * strong

Presidents become dominant/Congress became secondary
REASONS

4 federal gov't involvement in economy & social problems
4 responsibility for foreign policy, esp superpower

4 military Commander-in-Chief (Korea & Vietnam)

4 press and television - president = leader of the USA

 authority

Watergate Significances
 public cynacism towards politicians & the system 

 weakened Republican Party
 scandal = blot on American political record

: freedom of the press worked (1st Amendment)

: the 2 party system worked (Dem Congress/Rep exec)

: checks and balances worked 

(Congress impeached/Sup Ct. ruled against executive priviledge)
: government by law worked (no one above the law)

: presidential power  congressional power 
Budget Reform Act - pres can't impound money

War Powers Resolution - secure approval for combat

: public esteem of Congress rose (televised hearings)

: a reform era was ushered in (campaign reform laws)

: our democratic system worked (constitutional procedures)
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