HST208 – Exam #3

(Please do not write on this exam)

A. 1.
In the 1970's, Americans experienced the "age of limits," a period of lowered expectations characterized by all of the following problems EXCEPT

A.
economic decay


B.
defeat in Vietnam


C.
the Watergate crisis


D.
loss of hope

B. 2.
One of the major contributing factors to the rising inflation of the Ford administration during the 1970's was


A.
dependence on foreign oil supplies


B.
a major cut in tax rates


C.
a sharp drop in interest rates


D.
a significant decrease in federal spending

C. 3.
By the end of the Carter administration, the economy was plagued by all of the following economic conditions EXCEPT

A.
unemployment in excess of 10 percent


B.
inflation running at over 10 percent


C.
interest rates near 20 percent


D.
a major fuel shortage

4.
President Carter's diplomatic efforts in relieving the tensions between Egypt and Israel resulted in


A.
the return of the West Bank to the Palestinian Arabs


B.
an initial movement toward peace but an inability to formulate a final peace treaty


C.
an agreement to reduce tensions by placing U.S. troops on the West Bank


D.
a formal peace treaty between Egypt and Israel

5.
In response to the Iranian hostage crisis, President Carter took the action of


A.
sending a Marine division to the capital of Iran


B.
returning the Shah of Iran to Iran in exchange for the hostages


C.
negotiating the release of the hostages after more than a year of captivity


D.
getting the Soviet Union to intervene in Iran on behalf of the hostages

D. 6.
The conservative populists of the Southeast and Southwest that rose to prominence in the late 1970's and early 1980's supported all of the following political concepts EXCEPT

A.
opposition to the growth of government


B.
commitment to the protection of minority rights


C.
resentment of the proliferating environmental laws


D.
support of the virtues of the rugged individual

E. 7.
In the battle over Proposition 13 during the late 1970's, California conservatives discovered the effective new political tactic of attacking


A.
Social Security


B.
taxes


C.
welfare programs


D.
environmentalism

8.
The election of Ronald Reagan to the presidency in 1980 signaled a change in American politics that was also evident in


A.
a shift in rural voters from the Republican to the Democratic party


B.
a Democratic majority in Congress


C.
the highest voter turnout since 1936


D.
Republican control of the Senate (1st time since Eisenhower in 1956)

F. 9.
During his years as president, Ronald Reagan exhibited all of the following traits EXCEPT

A.
a well-informed administrator who knew his policies and programs in great detail


B.
a vigorous and resilient person who bounced back quickly from disease and injury


C.
an excellent public speaker who was a master of television

D.
an overall leader who decided general policy, but stayed out of the day-to-day operations of government

10.
"Reaganomics," or "supply-side" economics, operated from the assumption that the woes of the American economy were largely the result of


A.
interest rates


B.
foreign causes


C.
excessive taxation


D.
inadequate government spending

11.
During the Reagan administration, relations between the United States and the Soviet Union were marked by


A.
all of the answers below


B.
aggressive American efforts to reduce tensions at all costs


C.
ratification of the Salt II arms control agreement


D.
American efforts to link armament reduction with Soviet behavior on other issues

12.
The Reagan doctrine of American activism in the Third World was most particularly exercised in


A.
Grenada and Nicaragua


B.
the Philippines and South Africa


C.
Iran and Saudi Arabia


D.
Venezuela and the Dominican Republic

13.
In 1984, who was the first female to be nominated as vice presidential candidate for a major political party?


A.
Geraldine Ferraro


B.
Patricia Ireland


C.
Betty Friedan

D. Bella Abzug

E. Sandra Day O'Connor

G. 14.
In the late 1980's and early 1990's, the dominant factor in foreign affairs was


A.
the ending of the Cold War between the U.S. and the Soviet Union


B.
a lessening of the tensions between the U.S. and China


C.
a substantial increase in terrorist activity in the world


D.
renewed diplomatic clashes between the U.S. and the Soviet Union

15.
The new "glasnost" and "perestroika" policies in the Soviet Union introduced


A.
the concept of individual rights plus freedom of the press


B.
a new state-controlled economy and increased government repression of free speech


C.
the abolition of all collectives along with the opening of all secret records


D.
the right to oppose government policy and moved the country toward economic reform

16.
In the late 1980's, the Communist countries of Eastern Europe began to change, and


A.
the Soviet-bloc countries were drawn more tightly into the Soviet political and economic sphere

B.
they either overthrew Communist governments or transformed men into non-Communist or anti-Communist regimes


C.
they became more orthodox in their Communist ideology


D.
the Soviet Union disbanded all non-Communist forms of government

17.
The demonstrations in Beijing on June 3, 1989, resulted in


A.
an expansion of democracy in China & the lessening of tensions between China & the Soviet Union


B.
reunification of the Chinese Democratic Republic and the People's Republic of China


C.
hard-line Chinese Communists being overthrown and the installation of a free market economy


D.
the democratic movement being crushed and a renewed period of repression

18.
Negotiations between the Reagan administration and the Gorbachev regime resulted in


A.
all of the answers below


B.
a 50 percent reduction in U.S. and Soviet nuclear arsenals


C.
the elimination of American and Soviet intermediate-range nuclear forces from Europe


D.
the removal of American and Soviet troops from Germany

19.
The Iran-contra scandal seriously damaged the Reagan administration's reputation when it revealed that the U.S.


A.
sent funds to Iranian terrorists to finance their attacks on the Muslim government.


B.
sent funds to Iraq to support the country in its war with Iran


C.
used the money from the sale of arms to Iran to aid the contras in Nicaragua


D.
used government funds to purchase arms for the rebels in Iran

20.
George Bush defeated Michael Dukakis in the 1988 presidential election by identifying him with


A.
outlandish increases in military expenditures


B.
all of the unpopular social and cultural stances Americans identified with liberals


C.
an inability to deal with pressing social problems


D.
an aggressive and warlike stand on foreign policy

21.
The result of President Bush's decision to send American troops to Panama in 1989 was the


A.
removal of the popular civilian government of Panama


B.
ouster of the Communist dictator of the country


C.
overthrow of the unpopular military leader, Manuel Noriega


D.
installation of a new military dictatorship

22.
The most serious domestic problem that faced the Bush administration, causing the erosion of its popularity before the 1992 election, was the


A.
administrations' failure to provide adequate funding for AIDS research


B.
involvement of the vice president in the Iran-contra scandal


C.
failure to bring an end to the 1990 recession

D.
allegation that the president had used the influence of his wealthy family to avoid military service

23.
During the Gulf War, the U.S. and its allies fought the forces of


A.
Iraq


B.
Iran


C.
Saudia Arabia


D.
Kuwait

24.
United States involvement in the Gulf War

56. 
A.
all of the answers below


B.
produced remarkably few allied and American casualties


C.
was sanctioned by the United States Congress and the United Nations


D.
featured the largest use ever of highly sophisticated military technology

25.
In the 1992 presidential election


A.
George Bush became the first incumbent president to be defeated by a challenger


B.
Ross Perot finished second behind Bill Clinton


C.
Ross Perot became the first third-party candidate to receive any electoral votes

D.
Ross Perot had the best showing of any third party or independent candidate since Theodore Roosevelt in 1912

26.
In response to the 1994 elections, Bill Clinton shifted his political position to


A.
all of the answers below


B.
the left to accommodate feminists


C.
the right with emphasis on law and order


D.
to the center calling for tax cuts and a balanced budget

H. 27.
In the 1980's, the American social structure faced all of the following challenges EXCEPT

A.
a climbing poverty rate


B.
an increasingly unequal distribution of wealth


C.
a rising birth rate


D.
rapidly rising health costs

28.
A new demographic profile of the American population emerged during the 1970's and 1980's as the


A.
death rate increased


B.
proportion of elderly citizens grew markedly


C.
total population declined


D.
population less than age 21 increased substantially

I. 29.
The most striking change in the immigration patterns of the 1970's and 1980's was


A.
the increase in the numbers of Hispanics and Asians


B.
the growing presence of white European immigrants


C.
the declining number of illegal immigrants


D.
the rapid increase in the number of African immimgrants

30.
In the 1980's, Asian immigrants to the United States were likely to


A.
move to the Northeast


B.
place a high value on education


C.
become welfare recipients


D.
be political refugees from Japan

31.
By the 1990's, the black population of the United States


A.
all of the answers below


B.
was nearly one third middle class


C.
had more than one third its number living in poverty


D.
saw more than half of its children born into single-parent homes

J. 32.
Throughout the 1980's, the socioeconomic conditions of the black Americans changed in all the following ways EXCEPT

A.
much of the black middle class significantly improved its economic status


B.
most of the black lower class improved their economic positions slightly


C.
black households headed by single females increased greatly


D.
affirmative action programs frequently were not aggressively enforced

33.
The worst urban violence in the 1900's occurred in the


A.
1965 Watts race riots


B.
1968 reaction to the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.


C.
1970 antiwar demonstration on the campus of Kent State University


D.
1992 south central Los Angeles rioting

34.
In the late 1980's and early 1990's, those members of the New Right who campaigned against abortion called themselves


A.
pro-choice activists


B.
the right-to-life movement


C.
the anti-murder crusade


D.
the moral majority

35.
Both the achievements and the limits of the progress of women on the issue of sexual harassment were evident in the sensational controversy in 1991 over a Supreme Court nominee named


A.
Bader Ginsberg


B.
Robert Bork


C.
Clarence Thomas


D.
Sandra Day O'Connor

K. 36.
In the 1980's, the New Left of the 1960's and 1970's did not disappear, but it did fade, because


A.
all of the answers below


B.
its radical leaders became disillusioned

C.
many of the students who had fought its battles grew up, left school, & entered conventional careers

D.
Marxist social criticism seemed dated & irrelevant, particularly as Marxist regimes collapsed in disrepute

37.
In his "malaise" speech, Jimmy Carter said that


A.
federal spending for public works should be reduced and taxes increased

57. 
B.
the United States should denounce the Salt II agreements and seek peace between Egypt and Israel

C.
America was experiencing a "crisis of confidence" and needed to decrease its dependence on foreign oil

L. 
D.
America should give foreign aid to the Arab countries and attempt to form political alliances with the oil-producing countries

38.
A major foreign policy achievement of Jimmy Carter’s administration was


A.
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Vietnam


B.
the breakup of OPEC


C.
the overthrow of the Shah of Iran


D.
the Camp David Accords for Near East peace


E.
the purchase of the Panama Canal

39.
Which of the following developments relating to nuclear power for military purposes occurred last?


A.
The first hydrogen bomb explosion by the United States


B.
The Brinkmanship policy of John Foster Dulles


C.
The START talks


D.
The SALT talks


E.
The Nuclear Test Ban treaty

40.
President Reagan in his first year in office tackled the issue of inflation by


A.
establishing a Department of Energy


B.
encouraging Congress to pass a new tax law reducing income taxes


C.
stopping U.S. military and economic aid to Taiwan


D.
repealing the minimum wage law


E.
increasing military support for terrorist activities

M. 41.
In the 1960's Betty Friedan and other women began to call for


A.
a chance to prove themselves as wives, mothers, and homemakers


B.
more concern for the political and social problems of blacks, native Americans, and Chicanos, and less emphasis on the personal, selfish concerns of middle-class American women


C.
equality with men and an opportunity to control their own lives and define their own goals


D.
a revolution in attitudes toward sex roles so that American men would be more like John F. Kennedy

42.
What did the “White House tapes” reveal?


A.
that the burglary at Democratic headquarters was simply a third-rate caper, and that no one on the White House staff had been involved


B.
that President Nixon had ordered a cover-up in the Watergate affair


C.
that President Nixon had been having an affair with his secretary for three years


D.
that President Nixon had attempted to halt the “dirty tricks” of his supporters but had failed

N. 43.
All of the following were conditions facing the United States in the late 1970's EXCEPT:


A.
plummeting energy prices


B.
Americans being held hostage


C.
unemployment and recession


D.
inflation

44.
After resigning from the presidency, Richard Nixon


A.
was convicted of obstruction of justice but received a suspended sentence


B.
ran for the Republican nomination for governor of California but was defeated by Ronald Reagan


C.
was pardoned by President Ford for any and all crimes committed while in office


D.
became American ambassador to China during the Ford administration

O. 45.
All the following contributed to Jimmy Carter’s election victory in 1976 EXCEPT

A.
his clearly defined economic and social program


B.
his reputation as an outsider to Washington politics


C.
his pledge never to lie to the American people


D.
his avowed faith as a “born-again” Christian

46.
Which of the following was one of President Carter’s high priorities in international affairs?


A.
reasserting American rights in the Panama Canal Zone


B.
attending to human-rights violations around the world


C.
isolating China from other nations


D.
none of the above

P. 47.
Of the following economic policies of the Reagan administration, which is NOT considered a component of “Reaganomics”?


A.
increased discount rates


B.
tax cuts


C.
spending cuts


D.
deregulation

48.
To what was Ronald Reagan referring when he spoke of the “evil empire”?
A.
the Soviet Union


B.
the growing federal bureaucracy


C.
the New Deal electoral coalition


D.
the People’s Republic of China

Q. 49.
President Reagan’s accomplishments during his first term included all the following EXCEPT:


A.
reducing the federal budget and the federal deficit, improving the nation’s balance of trade, and implementing the social agenda of the New Right


B.
ending inflation and revitalizing American capitalism


C.
rebuilding the military and making the nation once again “stand tall” in the world


D.
maintaining a personal popularity that was impervious to the ups and downs of his policies

50.
The administration that ran up the biggest federal budget deficits in American history was that of


A.
Franklin Roosevelt


B.
Lyndon Johnson


C.
Ulysses Grant


D.
Ronald Reagan

51.
Geraldine Ferraro was


A.
Walter Mondale’s running mate in 1984


B.
evangelist Jim Bakker’s illicit sexual partner


C.
Gary Hart’s running mate in 1980


D.
the keynote speaker at the 1988 Democratic National Convention

52.
The Reagan administration came to support the widow of an assassinated politician who had led the opposition to the corrupt and tyrannical government of


A.
South Africa


B.
Philippines


C.
Panama


D.
Iran

53.
The Gramm-Rudman Act of 1985


A.
granted Indian tribes the right to manage federal-aid programs on the reservations and to oversee their own schools


B.
approved covert aid to the Nicaraguan contras


C.
enacted a 25 percent income-tax cut over three years


D.
mandated automatic across-the-board spending cuts if the normal budget process did not achieve a balanced federal budget

58. 54.
What seems to account for the vast popularity that Reagan maintained during his 8 years as president?


A.
his skill as an administrator and manager


B.
his exhaustive familiarity with the issues


C.
his ability to articulate the beliefs, aspirations, and fears of millions of Americans


D.
all of the above

R. 55.
The outcome of the 1988 presidential election suggested all the following conclusions EXCEPT:


A.
The growing excitement of presidential politics is leading to increased voter participation


B.
Television has great power to shape political reality


C.
The old “New Deal coalition” had disintegrated


D.
Voters seem to want to curb executive power by keeping the legislative branch in the control of the opposite party

S. Which of the following were NOT considered reasons for the repudiation (rejection) of 60's style liberalism?

T. foreign policy falures and an oversized federal government

U. domestic rebellions and a general decline in patriotism

V. breakdown of the traditional family and high taxes

W. increased crime rates, drug abuse, and permissiveness and moral decline

X. all of the above were reasons

A. Introduced by candidate Jimmy Carter in 1976, the term "misery index" was the combined total of

B. inflation rate and stagflation rate

C. unemployment rate and total number of persons unemployed

D. Republican supporters of Gerald Ford and former "Solid South" southerners

E. inflation rate and unemployment rate

F. interest rate, stagflation rate, and unemployment rate

A. In response to the Soviet invasion of Afganistan in 1979, President Carter did all of the following EXCEPT
B. stop U.S. technology and grain shipments to Russia

C. boycott the 1980 Olympic Games in Moscow

D. begin work on the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI), also known as "Star Wars"

E. increase military spending and deployment of the MX missile

F. support the increase in covert operations of the CIA

59. Reagan Conservatives stood for a stong sense of tradition and social order, stressing religion, private property, and family values.  They also opposed many things, EXCEPT which of the following?

A. forced bussing and affirmative action

B. ERA, gay rights, and gun control

C. Roe v. Wade 1973, welfare, high taxes, and government regulation

D. trade unions and the Soviet Union

E. big business, "trickle down" economics, and tax cuts

True/False

Mark A for True and B for False

60.
President Ford had the luxury of presiding over a recession-free economy.

61.
President Ford's policies came under attack from both the left and the right.

62.
Under President Carter, unemployment declined but inflation soared.

63.
Neither the Panama Canal Treaty nor the peace treaty between Egypt and Israel were terribly popular in the United States.

64.
Under President Carter, the United States and the People's Republic of China resumed full diplomatic relations.

65.
At the time that Iranian radicals seized the American embassy in Teheran, the Shah of Iran was in the United States.

66.
The United States did not participate in the 1980 summer Olympics in Moscow.

67.
SALT II between the United States and the Soviet Union was never ratified.

68.
Generally speaking, the American South has been more conservative than the rest of America.

69.
President Carter did not hide the fact that he considered himself a "born again Christian."

70.
Ronald Reagan won the presidency in 1980, but he did not win a majority of the popular vote.

71.
In the 1980 elections the Republicans won control of the Senate, but not the House.

72.
The 1981 tax cuts were the largest to that point in American history.

73.
The 1985 Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act provided for automatic budget cuts in all areas of government spending should Congress and the president fail to agree on an alternative solution.

74.
The Reagan Doctrine produced a smaller American role in the Third World.

75.
President Reagan was reelected by a greater margin of victory in 1984 than he had achieved in 1980.

76.
The Soviet Union under Mikhail Gorbachev actively encouraged the political changes that swept Eastern Europe in the late 1980’s.

77.
In the late 1980’s China proved to be an exception to the international spread of democracy.

78.
President Reagan was initially skeptical of Gorbachev, but slowly began to change his mind.

79.
The most significant arms control agreement of the nuclear age saw the elimination of intermediate-range nuclear forces from Europe.

80.
The Reagan administration had opposed the deregulation of the savings and loan industry in the early 1980’s.

81.
The investigations of the Iran-contra scandal were never able to tie President Reagan to the most serious violations of the law.

82.
The Democrats never controlled either branch of Congress during the Reagan presidency.

83.
The Bush administration concentrated primarily on foreign (as opposed to domestic) policy.

84.
President Bush enjoyed great popularity during his first three years in office.

85.
President Bush agreed to a significant tax increase in 1990.

86.
In the end, only a minority of troops mobilized against Iraq were American.

87.
Prior to the Gulf War, both houses of Congress had voted to authorize the use of force against Iraq.

88.
In 1993 President Clinton did not enjoy a powerful mandate to govern.

89.
In his first year in office President Clinton won a tax increase on the wealthy and tax credits for the working poor.

90.
President Clinton and Ross Perot agreed on the need to pass the North American Free Trade Agreement.

91.
The 1994 elections saw the Republicans win control of both houses of Congress.

92.
Representative Newt Gingrich's "Contract with America" was composed by the conservative wing of the Republican Party.

93.
President Clinton responded to the 1994 election results by moving to the left.

94.
The economic anxieties of the working and middle classes had become a major issue in American politics by the late 1980’s.

95.
The "globalization" of the American economy has benefited the American consumer and helped stabilize the American economy.

96.
Changes in demography have put increasing pressure on Medicare and Medicaid, but not on a well-financed Social Security system.

97.
The two most significant groups of recent immigrants have been Hispanic and Asian.

Y. 98.
From the 1970's to the 1990's the black middle class and the black "underclass" have both been increasing dramatically.

99.
The Supreme Court case of Webster v. Reproductive Health Services was a victory for pro-choice forces.

Z. 100.
President Reagan's nomination of Clarence Thomas for a seat on the Supreme Court sparked a national debate on sexual harassment.
