33 questions

1.  
In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the dominant factor in foreign affairs was


A.
the ending of the Cold War between the U.S. and the Soviet Union


B.
a lessening of the tensions between the U.S. and China


C.
a substantial increase in terrorist activity in the world


D.
renewed diplomatic clashes between the U.S. and the Soviet Union


Answer: A

2.  
The new "glasnost" and "perestroika" policies in the Soviet Union introduced


A.
the concept of individual rights plus freedom of the press


B.
a new state-controlled economy and increased government repression of free speech


C.
the abolition of all collectives along with the opening of all secret records


D.
the right to oppose government policy and moved the country toward economic reform


Answer: D

3.  
In the late 1980s, the Communist countries of Eastern Europe began to change, and


A.
the Soviet-bloc countries were drawn more tightly into the Soviet political and economic sphere


B.
they either overthrew Communist governments or transformed men into non-Communist or anti-Communist regimes


C.
they became more orthodox in their Communist ideology


D.
the Soviet Union disbanded all non-Communist forms of government


Answer: B

4.  
The demonstrations in Beijing on June 3, 1989, resulted in


A.
an expansion of democracy in China and the lessening of tensions between China and the Soviet Union


B.
reunification of the Chinese Democratic Republic and the People's Republic of China


C.
hard-line Chinese Communists being overthrown and the installation of a free market economy


D.
the democratic movement being crushed and a renewed period of repression


Answer: D

6.  
Negotiations between the Reagan administration and the Gorbachev regime resulted in


A.
all of the 
Answers below


B.
a 50 percent reduction in U.S. and Soviet nuclear arsenals


C.
the elimination of American and Soviet intermediate-range nuclear forces from Europe


D.
the removal of American and Soviet troops from Germany


Answer: C

8.  
The Iran-contra scandal seriously damaged the Reagan administration's reputation when it revealed that the U.S.


A.
sent funds to Iranian terrorists to finance their attacks on the Muslim government.


B.
sent funds to Iraq to support the country in its war with Iran


C.
used the money from the sale of arms to Iran to aid the contras in Nicaragua


D.
used government funds to purchase arms for the rebels in Iran


Answer: C

9.  
George Bush defeated Michael Dukakis in the 1988 presidential election by identifying him with


A.
outlandish increases in military expenditures


B.
all of the unpopular social and cultural stances Americans identified with liberals


C.
an inability to deal with pressing social problems


D.
an aggressive and warlike stand on foreign policy


Answer: B

11.  
The result of President Bush's decision to send American troops to Panama in 1989 was the


A.
removal of the popular civilian government of Panama


B.
ouster of the Communist dictator of the country


C.
overthrow of the unpopular military leader, Manuel Noriega


D.
installation of a new military dictatorship


Answer: C

13.  
The most serious domestic problem that faced the Bush administration, causing the erosion of its popularity before the 1992 election, was the


A.
administrations' failure to provide adequate funding for AIDS research


B.
involvement of the vice president in the Iran-contra scandal


C.
failure to bring an end to the 1990 recession


D.
allegation that the president had used the influence of his wealthy family to avoid military service


Answer: C

14.  
During the Gulf War, the U.S. and its allies fought the forces of


A.
Iraq


B.
Iran


C.
Saudia Arabia


D.
Kuwait


Answer: A

15.  
United States involvement in the Gulf War


A.
all of the 
Answers below


B.
produced remarkably few allied and American casualties


C.
was sanctioned by the United States Congress and the United Nations


D.
featured the largest use ever of highly sophisticated military technology


Answer: A

17.  
In the 1992 presidential election


A.
George Bush became the first incumbent president to be defeated by a challenger


B.
Ross Perot finished second behind Bill Clinton


C.
Ross Perot became the first third-party candidate to receive any electoral votes


D.
Ross Perot had the best showing of any third party or independent candidate since Theodore Roosevelt in 1912


Answer: D

18.  
The Clinton administration experienced early problems in all of the following areas except


A.
gays in the military


B.
high-level appointments


C.
personal banking ventures


D.
tax increases


Answer: D

19.  
The Clinton administration experienced early successes in getting Congress to pass all of the following measures except


A.
tax credits for low-income families


B.
unpaid leaves for employees of private companies


C.
the North American Free Trade Agreement


D.
substantial Social Security benefit increases


Answer: D

21.  
In response to the 1994 elections, Bill Clinton shifted his political position to


A.
all of the 
Answers below


B.
the left to accommodate feminists


C.
the right with emphasis on law and order


D.
to the center calling for tax cuts and a balanced budget


Answer: D

22.  
Bill Clinton's greatest strength in his first term was


A.
his definitive foreign policy


B.
his high ethical standards and personal morality


C.
the success of the economy and reduced federal budget


D.
the active use of Vice President Al Gore in the war against drugs


Answer: C

23.  
By forging an issue-based coalition with congressional republicans, Bill Clinton was able to


A.
reduce the federal budget deficit to its lowest point in thirty years


B.
provide universal health care for all legal citizens


C.
eliminate cost overruns in military spending


D.
provide a constitutional amendment guaranteeing term limits


Answer: A

24.  
Bill Clinton became the first two-term democratic president since


A.
Woodrow Wilson


B.
Franklin Roosevelt


C.
Jimmy Carter


D.
Dwight D. Eisenhower


Answer: B

26.  
In the 1980s, the American social structure faced all of the following challenges except


A.
a climbing poverty rate


B.
an increasingly unequal distribution of wealth


C.
a rising birth rate


D.
rapidly rising health costs


Answer: C

27.  
A new demographic profile of the American population emerged during the 1970s and 1980s as the


A.
death rate increased


B.
proportion of elderly citizens grew markedly


C.
total population declined


D.
population less than age 21 increased substantially


Answer: B

28.  
The most striking change in the immigration patterns of the 1970s and 1980s was


A.
the increase in the numbers of Hispanics and Asians


B.
the growing presence of white European immigrants


C.
the declining number of illegal immigrants


D.
the rapid increase in the number of African immimgrants


Answer: A

29.  
In the 1980s, Asian immigrants to the United States were likely to


A.
move to the Northeast


B.
place a high value on education


C.
become welfare recipients


D.
be political refugees from Japan


Answer: B

30.  
By the 1990s, the black population of the United States


A.
all of the 
Answers below


B.
was nearly one third middle class


C.
had more than one third its number living in poverty


D.
saw more than half of its children born into single-parent homes


Answer: A

31.  
Throughout the 1980s, the socioeconomic conditions of the black Americans changed in all the following ways except


A.
much of the black middle class significantly improved its economic status


B.
most of the black lower class improved their economic positions slightly


C.
black households headed by single females increased greatly


D.
affirmative action programs frequently were not aggressively enforced


Answer: B

32.  
The worst urban violence in the 1900s occurred in the


A.
1965 Watts race riots


B.
1968 reaction to the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.


C.
1970 antiwar demonstration on the campus of Kent State University


D.
1992 south central Los Angeles rioting


Answer: D

34.  
In the late 1980s and early 1990s, those members of the New Right who campaigned against abortion called themselves


A.
pro-choice activists


B.
the right-to-life movement


C.
the anti-murder crusade


D.
the moral majority


Answer: B

36.  
Both the achievements and the limits of the progress of women on the issue of sexual harassment were evident in the sensational controversy in 1991 over a Supreme Court nominee named


A.
Bader Ginsberg


B.
Robert Bork


C.
Clarence Thomas


D.
Sandra Day O'Connor


Answer: C

37.  
In the 1980s, the New Left of the 1960s and 1970s did not disappear, but it did fade, because


A.
all of the 
Answers below


B.
its radical leaders became disillusioned


C.
many of the students who had fought its battles grew up, left school, and entered conventional careers


D.
Marxist social criticism seemed dated and irrelevant, particularly as Marxist regimes collapsed in disrepute


Answer: A

