The Warren Court
judicial activism

"the least democratic branch of government"
1964 NY Times v Sullivan - power of press

can't be sued for libel

"malice aforethought"

1957 Roth v U.S. - obscenity

"without any redeeming social importance"

too subjective

1962 Engel v Vitale - prayer in public schools

PSD

1963 Gideon v Wainwright - state/taxpayers pay for appointed lawyer for the accused

1966 Miranda v Arizona - 5th A rights vs. self incrimination

"you have the right to remain silent"

1965 Griswold v Connecticut - sale or use of contraceptives

"right to privacy"

Justices "read into" the Bill of Rights

1962 Baker v Carr - federal power to redistrict

Cumulative Effects

1. enhance individual rights

2. curtail arbitrary powers of government

3. make political system more democratic

