Eisenhower and Foreign Policy
Domestic Policy

Civil Rights – Thursday’s class

Read Southern Manifesto & Brown docs

Newspaper - p.8
The Election of 1952

See map in textbook

K1C2 – Korea, communism, corruption

McCarthy, Nixon, Dulles (Sec of State)

Checker’s Speech

Video clip – 5 minutes

Republicans win executive and legislative branches (White House and Congress)

PSD - Dulles

* Problem of nationalism and Cold War 

Inability or reluctance to distinguish communism from nationalism at times. 

Ike Characteristics 

1. Minimalist Defense Budgets (New Look)

2. Capitalism is the Solution (consumerism)
3. Covert Operations (CIA)
4. Advocated Arms Control (Geneva)
5. Alliances (NATO, SEATO, CENTO)
Foreign Policy

· The New Look

· Massive retaliation

· Roll back

· "Domino Theory" 

· Brinksmanship (Kennedy)

Vietnam

1954 Dien Bien Phu

Ho Chi Minh/Viet Minh
vs.
French/U.S.

Geneva Accords -17th parallel

(like 38th parallel in Korea -SEE MAPS)
Ngo Dinh Diem – leader of S. Vietnam

Viet Cong – Vietnamese communists

SEATO – Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (not like NATO)

China

Quemoy and Matsu crisis

Sino-Soviet Split 

Mao Tse Tung/Mao Zedong vs. Stalin

Third World nations

Jou En-lai – Chinese premiere – led conference with African/Asian nations

Bi-polar world (First World = U.S. and the West)

(Second World = U.S.S.R. and allies)
1955 Spirit of Geneva – a “thaw” 

Bulganin/Khruschev – overhead
Stalinism denounced

"peaceful coexistence"

Eisenhower and “open skies”

Iran

Nationalist Mohammed Mossadegh

1953 – Shah of Iran restored to power

(U.S. support/Rise of the CIA)

depend more and more on covert action
U.S. gets oil

(irony = 1970’s J. Carter and hostage crisis)

Guatemala

U.S. economic interests upheld

Nationalist/communist overthown

Israel - Jews

“born” after WWII - 1948 independence

West portion of Palestine 
U.S. and U.S.S.R. support

Palestinian Arabs (Muslim) fought 1st Arab-Israeli War

1955 Soviets switched support to Arabs

Egypt

Nationalist Gamul Abdul Nasser 1952

Aswan Dam project

(Marshall Plan for the Middle East)

1955 Israel attacks/defeats Egypt

Nasser turns to Soviet Union

Nationalizes the Suez Canal

1956 Britain, France, Israel invade Egypt

RESULTS

· Weakened NATO (humiliated allies)

· Alienated Nasser

· Angered Israelis

· Soviets get military base in Egypt

· Relations with other Arab countries
The Eisenhower Doctrine

Extended containment to the Middle East

Econ and milit assistance to any ME nation resisting aggression from U.S.S.R.

(recall Ike’s unwillingness to “police the world” – failure)

1956 Hungary see video tape 

1957 Sputnik

ideological victory

see movie October Sky

1958 National Defense Education Act

math, science, foreign language (spies)

Khruschev – “we will bury you”

Cuba

1958-9 Fidel Castro

1959 Thaw - Paris Peace Conference planned

1960 U-2 Spy Plane - Francis Gary Powers

Eisenhower’s Problems

· missile gap

· economic recession

· scandal – Sherman Adams Chief of Staff

******************************8

Democratic coalition crumbled

NO Republican majority emerged to replace it

Eisenhower’s Dynamic Conservatism

Liberal = Humans (--------------------( Conservative  = Money

Conservative Philosophy = fiscal restraint, balanced budgets, and anti-communism

Income taxes 10%

Federal spending 10%

Interest rates  (to reduce inflation)

Credit tightened 
Federal Gov’t

State Gov’t

failed (civil rights, Federal Highway Act 1956)

 farmers price supports

*consumer America (paying the lowest $)

Accepted liberal New Deal programs

Breakdown of traditional political categories

“voting the split ticket”

Old System

liberal (--------------------(conservative

big gov’t






small gov’t

Dem







Rep

New “System”

***Political quarrels over which interest groups were served

(see Ike’s Farewell Address – military industrial complex)

1954 McCarthy gone – PSD’s

Personal info about McCarthy - drunk

Domestic Policy

Civil Rights – Thursday’s class

Read Southern Manifesto & Brown docs

Lecture Outline

Chapter 28: Affluence and Its Discontents, 1954-1963 

1. While many enjoyed the general Affluence of the late 1950's and early 1960's, those apprehensive about the presumed conformity, or desiring an end to racial discrimination, voiced their Discontent. 

4. The Gross National Product (GNP) grew dramatically throughout the era, making this a time of Affluence. 

a) Economic Growth encompassed several industries, both new (chemicals, electronics) and established (automobiles, steel). 

b) Government spending stimulated certain areas, notably highway construction and defense. 

c) Given affluence, it seemed more logical for corporate leaders to seek labor-management accord rather than risk strikes. 

d) Many union demands were met, and most workers made economic gains throughout the decade. 

e) Political "Pluralism" argued that unions, consumer groups, and other organizations could restrain corporate excess. 

f) C. Wright Mills argued differently, claiming a power elite was in control, but few paid him any heed. 

g) A new crusade against "atheistic communism" exalted the role of religion in American life. 

5. Despite affluence, "pluralism" and religion, the 1950's still witnessed considerable social criticism. 

a) Various critics such as William Whyte, David Reisman and Vance Packard attacked "conformity." 

b) Concerns about youth culture intensified. 

i. The emergence of "rock-and-roll" terrified all sorts of establishment groups, from jazz affectionadoes to religious groups to segregationists. 

ii. Rock culture gradually targeted the middle-class, and merged into the mass-consumption economy. 

c) Critics attacked the emergent mass culture, especially television, as conformist and insipid. 

d) Most critics doubted that much could be changed, given that mass culture was so closely linked to the economic system. 

6. An NAACP legal challenge against school segregation, coupled with Eisenhower's appointment of Earl Warren as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, renewed the fight against discrimination. 

a) Brown vs. Board's unanimous decision technically applied only to education, but it implied that all segregated public facilities were open to legal challenge. 

b) Rosa Parks' defiance of seating laws sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

i. The boycott vaulted Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. into the national spotlight. 

ii. King's policy of non-violent civil disobedience aimed to persuade people to oppose the moral evils of segregation and racial discrimination. 

c) Southern segregationists made it difficult to get anti-discrimination measures through Congress. 

i. The Civil Rights Act of 1957 was a limited exception. 

ii. Eisenhower's policies were somewhat inconsistent, but he did make a stand in sending federal troops to enforce the integration of Little Rock Central High School. 

d) The policies of "termination" and "relocation" sank many Native Americans into deeper poverty. 

e) Puerto Ricans and Mexican-Americans grew in numbers, but also faced stereotypes and discrimination. 

f) The boom in suburbia was paralleled by a bust in urban areas, where minority populations faced possible eviction via "urban renewal," or poverty and stigmatization in the "projects." 

7. Eisenhower expanded some New Deal initiatives, but generally took few steps to increase governmental activism. 

a) "New Conservative" critics such as William F. Buckley and Barry Goldwater criticized Eisenhower's limited initiatives, while demanding a harsher stance against communism. 

b) Liberal advocates called for greater government involvement in the economy and civil rights. 

i. John Kenneth Galbreath and Michael Harrington argued for a greater emphasis on anti-poverty programs. 

ii. Eisenhower supported passage of the National Defense Education Act of 1958, which funneled money to science, mathematics and engineering programs. 

