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Lecture Outline
Chapter 1: When Old Worlds Collide: Contact, Conquest, Catastrophe 

1.The story of the settlement of the Americas is only one part of a larger epic of Peoples In Motion, of which the Western hemisphere was only one destination. 

a) The first immigrants traveled from Beringia to the Americas over the land bridge created during the last Ice Age 

b) Climatic changes led to the Great Extinction of the large mammals upon which the bands of hunters depended; extinction led to the Rise of Agriculture in the aftermath of the last Ice Age. 

c) Explorers from the west known as Polynesians settled Hawaii and other islands in the eastern Pacific Ocean. 

d) Peoples from the north, Norsemen, traveled from the upper reaches of Europe to North America long before Columbus' voyages. 

2. Europe in the Fifteenth Century was just one part of a world that encompassed myriad complex and competing societies. 

a) For reasons that are not entirely clear, China, the world's most populous country and in many ways its most advanced, rejected any organized plan of Overseas Expansion. 

b) One of the key themes of fifteenth century expansion was the persistent competition of Europe versus Islam, which included the cultural Legacy of the Crusades and bitter enmity. 

c) Portugal was the Unlikely Pioneer of European expansion, as the nation of only several hundred thousand established a remarkable empire in Africa, Indian and Asia; its experiences and instigation of the Slave Trade provided the rest of Europe with important Early Lessons. 

d) Much larger and more populous than its neighbor, Spain followed closely on Portugal's heels, and soon eclipsed it in the race for an Atlantic empire. 

i. Sailing under the Spanish flag, Christopher Columbus accidentally discovered the Americas 

ii. Spain quickly established an empire in the Caribbean in the aftermath of Columbus' expeditions. 

3. The centuries before Columbus witnessed the Emergence of Complex Societies in the Americas. 

a) The Rise of Sedentary Cultures occurred throughout the Americas. 

i. The Andes contained a number of Cycles of Complex Cultures, culminating in the Inca Civilization, which thrived on its ingenious methods of terrace agriculture. 

ii. Mesoamerica also featured successive Cycles of Complex Cultures, including The Aztecs and Tenochtitlan, North American Moundbuilders, and Urban Cultures of Southwest North America. 

4. 1492 marked the first permanent Contact; shortly thereafter, Cultural Misunderstandings, particularly over issues of religion and gender, resulted in conflict and open warfare. 

5. By the turn of the century, cultural misunderstandings resulted in Conquest and Catastrophe. 

a) Hernan Cortez led a band of less than a thousand men in the Conquest of Mexico, while little more than a decade later the Pizarro Brothers brutally subdued the Incas in Peru. 

b) North American Conquistadores and Missionaries soon spread out from the Carribbean simultaneously spreading Christianity and establishing Spanish dominion. 

6. Through the sixteenth century the Spaniards erected a remarkable Empire, while unleashing a Demographic Catastrophe on the Indians. 

7. Spanish and other European seamen copied Portuguese activities in Brazil, creating the beginnings of a Global Economy based largely upon slave labor and staple crop production 

8. Historians have suggested many conflicting explanations for the various the Patterns of Conquest, Submission, and Resistance in the century following Columbus' voyages 

American Album: "Global Empire: The Aesthetics of Power" 

Conclusion: By accident, on October 12, 1492, Christopher Columbus discovered America. From then on, and for the next several hundred years, Europeans contested for domination of the Western Hemisphere. The costs were high and the consequences for the peoples of Europe, Africa, and the Americas proved all but immeasurable. For the indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere the consequences of contact proved catastrophic. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 2: The Challenge to Spain and the Settlement of North America 

1. The Protestant Reformation in Europe provided one Challenge to Spain, and set the tenor for European conflict, based on religious differences. 

2. New France was comprised of sparsely settled trading entrepots primarily along the Saint Lawrence River, where the inhabitants suffered through the frigid winter in order to trade in furs. 

a) Early French Explorers included da Verrazano and Cartier; they were sent abroad at the behest of King Francis the First in an attempt to claim some of the Western Hemisphere for France.. 

b) New France under Louis XIV remained an underpopulated outpost characterized by missions and the fur trade, but little else. 

3. The Dutch and Swedish Settlements of North America in the Hudson River and the Delaware Bay were primarily trading outposts characterized by reasonably good relations with the Indian peoples. 

a) Sparsely populated New Netherland was essentially the dominion of The East and West India Companies, as the government of the Netherlands has few resources to devote to full-scale colonization of North America. 

b) New Netherland proved one of the first Pluralistic Societies, by necessity containing ethnic and religious diversity. 

c) Swedish and English Encroachments on the Dutch led to conflict by the 1640s. 

4. Increasing numbers of settlers, relative stability, and a growing economy helped to spark a Challenge to all empires from Elizabethan England. 

a) When the strife of The English Reformation finally subsided with the accession of Queen Elizabeth and the permanent establishment of the Anglican Church, England could direct more of its resources to colonization. 

b) England benefited from its several Rehearsals for Colonization of North America. 

i. Before any full-scale colonization, the pirates Hawkins and Drake plundered the Spanish Main in search of gold and glory. 

ii. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, having brutally colonized Ireland, set his sights on establishing settlements in America. 

iii. Walter Raleigh attempted three successive settlements in the Chesapeake, including at Roanoke, but was refused by the Queen to lead his expeditions in person. 

b) The seventeenth century marked The Swarming of the English in successive waves onto the North American shores in numbers unmatched by any other European nation. 

c) The first permanent English migrations went to The Chesapeake and the West Indian Colonies, where they suffered greatly from disease and Indian attacks. 

i. The first Chesapeake settlement turned into the Jamestown Disaster of 1607, when the colony ran out of food and the settlers suffered from devastating illnesses. 

ii. More attention by the Crown led to Reorganization, Reform, and Crisis in the first decades of Virginia's history, culminating in the replacement of the Virginia Company's charter with Royal control. 

iii. The Survival and economic viability of the fledgling colony depended overwhelmingly on Tobacco and the importation of white indentured Servants. 

iv. Charles I granted Lord Baltimore the charter to Maryland in 1632. 

v. A disproportion of men, short life expectancy, high rates of illegitimacy, and frequent remarriage among women characterized Chesapeake Family Life. 

vi. The West Indies produced labor-intensive staple crops that virtually guaranteed the Transition to Slavery. 

vii. The Rise of Slavery in North America proved gradual, with few laws distinguishing between white and black until the eighteenth century. 

d) Seeking relief from religious persecution, dissenters of all stripes dominated the settlement of The New England Colonies. 
i. The Pilgrims fled Europe to establish Plymouth in 1620. 

ii. Protestants articulated their relationship with God by means of a Covenant Theology articulated by a learned ministry and a devout laity. 

iii. Puritans settled Massachusetts Bay with 20,000 souls in what has been called the Great Migration between 1629 and 1639. 
iv. Close ties of extended families, corporate communities, and church life characterized Puritan Family Life in the seventeenth century. 

v. Conversion, Dissent, and Expansion marked the inevitable movement away from the closed corporate communities of the early years of settlement. 

vi. Puritans established forms of self-government through Congregations, Towns, and Colony Governments. 

vii. Controversy over Infant Baptism and New Dissent caused repeated crises in New England's Congregational churches, the most important of which resulted in the articulation of the Half-Way Covenant. 

e) The English Civil Wars temporarily halted the progress of North American colonization between 1640 and 1660. 

f) The First Restoration Colonies followed closely on the heels of the restoration of Charles II in 1660. 

i. James Harrington and the Aristocratic Ideal of a self-governed land of enlightened landholders figured prominently in the foundation of the Carolinas. 

ii. The colony of New York proved a failed Experiment in Absolutism, but thrived as a diverse colony of traders and landowners. 

iii. William Penn founded Pennsylvania as a colony of Brotherly Love dominated by The Quakers, whose religious and familial beliefs made the colony particularly unique and attractive for immigrants. 

American Album: Religious Liberty and its Perils 

Conclusion: It took the nations of Northwest Europe some time to plant colonies in the Western Hemisphere, but by 1600 they had begun to expand in earnest. Within a century, the French, Dutch, and English had effectively challenged Spanish domination of the Atlantic frontier and had firmly established colonies throughout the Atlantic coast of North America. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 3: England Discovers Its Colonies: Empire, Liberty, and Expansion 

1. In many ways the Atlantic Ocean functioned as a prism refracting English aims into the Spectrum of Settlement of North America. 

a) The colonies featured profound Demographic Differences from one region to the next with New England's salubrious climate at one extreme and the sugar islands of the Carribbean at the other. 

b) The English colonies also featured profound differences one from another in Race, Ethnicity, and Economy; the colonies comprised four distinct regions: New England, the Middle Colonies, the Chesapeake, and the Deep South. 

c) Although most colonists were Protestant, Religious differences within colonies and among them stood out as one of North America's unique social features. 

d) Local and Provincial Government also varied throughout the colonies, from proprietorships to royal colonies; some colonies boasted rather open, democratic governments, while others proved more autocratic. 

e) The colonies did boast some Unifying Trends, including those of Language, War (common enemies), Law, and Inheritance. 

2. The Beginnings of Empire stemmed from England's growing realization that the colonies served vital needs both economically and politically. 

a) The Critical 1640s were a time of Upheaval in America, characterized by Indian warfare, instability, and a general lack of direction from England. 

b) The most important imperial innovation proved to be the advent of the Mercantilist system, which historians have called part of a Moral Revolution. 

i. Following the Thirty Years' War, Parliament passed The First Navigation Act banning foreign ships in the colonies. 

ii. The Restoration Navigation Acts were a crucial series of measures that sought to oversee virtually all aspects of colonial trade, "enumerating' commodities, as well as regulating goods going to and from England's outposts. 

3. Growing conflicts between Indians and Settlers led to a number of conflagrations, as both parties sought to master their new relationships. 

a) Indian Strategies of Survival varied greatly, from outright warfare to conversion and alliance. 

b)Among the most promising, if ultimately unsuccessful, attempts to attain a modus vivendi between settlers and the local inhabitants were the Puritan Indian Missions, which sought to bring Indians into the fold of European civilization and thereby end the strife between the two peoples. 

c) Cultural differences and colonists' insatiable appetite for land led to Metacom's (or King Philip's) War in 1675, a bloody conflagration in which some 800 settlers and an unknown number of Indians perished. 

d) Virginia's Indian War during the governorship of Sir William Berkeley caused great insecurity on the frontier for several years. 

e) Led by the recent immigrant Nathaniel Bacon, Bacon's Rebellion of 1675-67 resulted in the devastation of much of Virginia and the temporary collapse of royal government. 

4. Bacon's Rebellion helped to trigger a Crisis in England and the Redefinition of Empire in hopes of improving imperial oversight and control. 

a) The Popish Plot, the Exclusion Crisis, and the Rise of Party combined to undermine the Stuart monarchy and bring about the Glorious Revolution of 1688. 

b) Indian wars and domestic considerations compelled the Crown to create The Lords of Trade and undertake wholesale Imperial Reform in the latter half of the seventeenth century. 

c) In 1685 James II disallowed the New York Charter of Liberties of 1683 and forced New York to join with its northern neighbors to form The Domination of New England. 

d) In overthrowing the Stuart monarchy, The Glorious Revolution of 1688 had significant consequences for colonial affairs, leading to what historians call The Glorious Revolution in America. 

i. Virtually every colony underwent some form of Political Crisis in 1688-89, including New York, North Carolina, and Maryland. 

ii. At the time when Massachusetts had virtually no central government, the Salem Witch Trials convulsed eastern Massachusetts, resulting in the capital punishment of twenty accused persons. 

iii. The English Response to the Glorious Revolution in American proved remarkably lenient and sympathetic for the most part, as William and Mary sought reconciliation not conflict. 

e) The Glorious Revolution dispatched absolutism in the colonies and helped to guarantee that the Completion of Empire would put Representative Government in the colonies on far more sure footing. 

i. Imperial Federalism is the term used to describe the division of power between the center and the periphery in the empire. 

ii. Englishmen on both sides of the Atlantic viewed with pride their unwritten Mixed and Balanced Constitution, which included institutional authority along the Aristotelian model of one, few, and many. 

5. The tenuous co-existence of the Contrasting Empires of England, France, and Spain erupted into war after the Glorious Revolution. 

a) In 1680, a San Juan Pueblo medicine man led a revolt against the Spaniards know as the Taos Pueblo Revolt. 

b) Relying more on intelligence than force, New France maintained a strong colonial presence in the Saint Lawrence and Mississippi valleys in a region called the Middle Ground. 

c) France and Spain were considerably less successful at maintaining peace in their imperial possessions in French Louisiana and Spanish Texas. 

6. With a population of at least 250,000 settlers by 1700 and an explosive growth rate, the British Colonies could fairly be called An Empire of Settlement. 

a) The key institution of The Engine of British Expansion proved to be the Colonial Household, the center of economic production and reproduction. 

b) Householders carried their quest for independence outside the home, embracing a Voluntaristic Ethic as the personal codes of both private life and Public Life. 

c) France, Spain, and England devolved into Three Warring Empires from 1689 through 1716. 

American Album: "Religious Strife and the Clash of Empires" 

Conclusion: In the course of the seventeenth century England became a global giant in large measure on the basis of its American colonies, and the important economic role they played in the empire. Fitting perfectly into the mercantilist scheme, colonies served as markets for finished goods and supplied vital raw materials to the mother country. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 4: Provincial America and the Struggle for a Continent 

1. Competing social and economic pressures compelled colonists to attempt to reconcile provincial desire for uncontrolled Expansion with England's attempts toward Anglicization. 

a) Economic inequality in a number of circumstances led directly to a Threat to Householder Autonomy, as the economy of colonial America became more complex and differentiated. 

b) Changes from settlement to a stratified society led colonists toward Anglicizing the Role of Women, a change that had both advantages and disadvantages for women. 

2. The eighteenth century witnessed dramatic changes in North America as territorial Expansion and growing numbers of immigration brought about Regional Differentiation within the empire. 

a) Immigration and the advent of plantation slavery on a large scale signaled the emergence of the Old South, characterized by the production of staple crops for export. 

b) With the phenomenal growth of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, the Mid-Atlantic Colonies came to be known as The "Best Poor Man's Country." 

c) The growth and social differentiation of the coast ensured that The Backcountry would be a distinct region, sparsely settled, relatively dangerous, and politically underrepresented. 

d) In the course of the eighteenth century, New England suffered from a faltering economy and currency problems related in part to the circulation of Paper Money. 

3. What made these diverse regions more alike was their slow process of Anglicization, or the slow development of more English characteristics. 

a) Although few colonists owned books or engaged in intellectual debate The World of Print was spreading its way through the colonies. 

b) The Enlightenment in America, in both its religious and secular forms, transformed colonists' assumptions and modes of thinking. 

c) As in England, Lawyers and Doctors began to emerge as part of a coterie of professionals with growing prestige and power. 

d) Founded in 1732-33, Georgia failed as Enlightenment Utopia imagined by its founders; it became just another southern colony dominated by slavery and local exigencies. 

4. The Great Awakening convulsed religious institutions and virtually all of society in Provincial America. 

a) The Origins of the Revivals remain obscure, but may be tied to the rise of a new generation of ministers with decidedly novel ideas. 

b) Many historians date the beginning of religious enthusiasm in America to George Whitefield launching the transatlantic revivals, particularly in his second trip to the colonies in 1739. 

c) The revivals caused Disruptions in virtually every colony that took years to die down. 

d) Historians have debated the exact Long-Term Consequences of the Revivals, but agree that the Great Awakening affected almost every colonial community. 

i. Religious schisms from the revivals resulted in the establishment of a number of New Colleges. 

ii. The Denominational Realignment that ensued from the awakenings is one of the unique features of American religion. 

5. A mixture of local and English traditions, The Political Culture in the Colonies developed rapidly in the eighteenth century. 

a) The two key institutional developments were The Rise of the Assembly and the governor's growing responsibilities. 

b) The Southern Colonies had "Country Constitutions," that emphasized the importance of restricting corruption and central power. 

c) "Court" Constitutions" were characteristic of the Northern Colonies, where powerful councils closely advised imperial governors. 

6. Contention with France and Spain led to a Renewal of Imperial Conflict by mid-century. 

a) The colonists were eager to offer Challenges to French Power in the interior regions of North America. 

b) The danger of Slave Revolts and War with Spain grew in the first decades of the century, ultimately culminating in the Stono Rebellion and the War of Jenkins' Ear in 1739. 

c) In 1744 France joined Spain to fight Britain in King George's War in which untrained Yankee volunteers subdued the great French fortress of Louisbourg on June 16, 1745. 

d) All of these conflicts merely foreshadowed The Impending Storm that would take place after mid-century. 

7. The War for North America occurred between 1755 and 1763. 

a) Ben Franklin's 1754 plan for The Albany Congress to discuss mutual defense proved an utter failure at the onset of war. 

b) The first years of the French and Indian War, especially with the death of General Edward Braddock, proved to be bitter years filled with British defeats. 

c) Years of war and uncertainty led to grave imperial tensions as successive administrations from Loudoun to Pitt failed to satisfy the crown. 

d) 1760-1763 can be termed The Years of British Victory, as the war finally became clearly winnable. 

e) In an effort to take advantage of the great burden of England's war with France, southern Indians commenced the Cherokee War, while the Spanish Intervened in the South. 

f) The Peace of Paris of 1763 marked the pinnacle of the first British Empire. 

American Album: The Refined East versus The Egalitarian West 

Conclusion: As the colonists of Provincial America struggled to secure more land and greater security, they created a socially stratified society of richer and poorer, ins and outs, that increasingly resembled England through the eighteenth century. The costs and consequences of a succession of imperial struggles set the stage for the demise of the empire. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 5: Reform, Resistance, Revolution 

1. King and Parliament began a large-scale process of Imperial Reform in response to waging a costly war in North America. 

a) The Bute Ministry, led by the King's principle advisor, John Stuart, began the first steps toward reducing Britain's foreign financial obligations. 

b) After the arrest of John Wilkes, The Grenville Ministry inaugurated an ambitious program intended to effect better administration of the colonies, augmenting revenues in particular. 

i. Tailored to meet treaty obligations, Grenville's Indian policy rested on the Proclamation line of 1763, which sought to restrict colonists' encroachment onto Indian lands. 

ii. Pontiac's War of 1763 caught many frontier folk by surprise, but the Ottawa chief's (and the other tribes) aggression failed to halt -- or even slow down -- European penetration into the interior of the continent. 

c) The Sugar Act sought to increase revenue and inhibit smuggling by simultaneously lowing duties on molasses and making it more profitable for customs officers to prosecute violators of the Navigation Acts. 

d) Following closely on the heels of the Sugar Act, The Currency Act and the Quartering Act respectively constituted bold new regulation of colonial "paper" currency and restated the colonists' obligations to quarter His Majesty's troops. 

e) The Stamp Act sought to raise revenue in the colonies by means of a tax on all official documents. 

2. Colonial dismay at the Stamp Act and the other parliamentary initiatives since 1763 climaxed in The Stamp Act Crisis, as colonists gathered in a Stamp Act Congress to fight Parliament. 

a) By means of the non-importation agreement of the Stamp Act Congress and the extra-legal initiatives of the Sons of Liberty, the colonies sought nullification of the Stamp Act. 

b) Colonial vigilance and pressure from London's suffering merchant community forced Parliament to Repeal the dreaded stamp tax, while simultaneously passing the Declaratory Act. 

3. Relative quiet returned to imperial relations until the eruption of The Townshend Crisis in 1767. 

a) Named for the Chancellor of the Exchequer, The Townshend Program was an ill-fated attempt to raise revenue through "external" taxation on colonial imports such as lead, china, and tea. 

b) Parliament's 1768 experiment in Military Coercion accomplished little more than to convince many colonists that the British government was openly seeking to undermine their liberty. 

c) As colonials saw parallels between their situation and that of John Wilkes, The Second Wilkes Crisis in England reinforced colonial convictions that the King and Parliament were corrupt and power hungry. 

d) The Boston Massacre of March 5, 1770 marked the failure of Britain's first attempts at military coercion and served to galvanize anti-imperial sentiment throughout North America 

e) Rather than bringing about renewed affection, disaffection set in between colonies and mother country despite the Repeal of the Townshend Taxes. 

4. After the second imperial crisis, The Contagion of Liberty grew slowly, as colonists faced many internal cleavages. 

a) Although the colonies were moving away from British political domination, many regions witnessed what historians call a Feudal Revival, especially in New York's Hudson Valley, as well as in Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

b) The Regulator Movements in the Carolinas resulted from the remarkable under-representation of rural folk in the low-country dominated houses of assembly. 

c) From the death of Crispus Attucks in the Boston Massacre to wives offering their willing support to non-importation, Slaves and Women responded in a number of meaningful ways to colonial discussions of freedom and liberty. 

5. The Last Imperial Crisis broke the relative calm of the period 1770-1773, as colonists and Mother Country failed to resolve amicably their simmering differences. 

a) The Tea Crisis resulted from the Boston Tea party of December 16, 1773, when angry Bostonians threw India Tea Company tea into Boston harbor. 

b) Britain's response to the Tea Party was a set of Coercive Acts, which shut down Boston's port with the intent to force colonial submission. 

c) Instead of restoring order, the Intolerable Acts, as the colonists styled them, resulted in a Radical Explosion, which cowed those who had cautioned against rash actions against England. 

d) The First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia in September of 1774 to act as the voice of the united colonies. 

e) England's intransigence and colonial unity precipitated the Battles of Lexington and Concord, which inevitably moved the empire Toward War. 

6. The Improvised War of colonies and Mother Country, centering primarily in Massachusetts, lasted until the declaration of American independence in the summer of 1776. 

a) The Second Continental Congress, which met in Philadelphia from May 1775, organized national defense and acted as the executive for the fledgling United States. 

b) Independence came with the signing of the Declaration of Independence in July of 1776. 

American Album: American Artists and the Revolution in Painting 

Conclusion: In the aftermath of the Peace of Paris, three successive imperial crises convinced England that the colonies desired nothing short of independence and the colonists that King and Parliament sought to destroy their liberties through an overarching imperial power. The result of this almost paranoid view was the disintegration of the empire. 

Return to Table of Contents 

Go to Lecture Outline for: 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  
18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31 

Copyright © 1999, Harcourt College Publishers, A Harcourt Higher Learning Company.

All rights reserved. Use of this site indicates acceptance of the Terms and Conditions of Use.

For problems or suggestions concerning this service, please contact History Webmaster. 
 

Liberty, Equality, Power, 2e 
About this Book 
About the Authors 
Instructor Resources 
Lecture Outline 
Overhead Transparencies 
Web Exercises with Answers 
Chapter-based Exams 
Mail List 
Student Resources 
Chapter Summary 
Primary Sources 
Internet Links 
Internet Search 
Student Review 
Glossary  

 Liberty, Equality, Power, 2e 
by John M. Murrin, Paul E. Johnson, James M. McPherson, 
Gary Gerstle, Emily S. Rosenberg, Norman L. Rosenberg 

Lecture Outline
Chapter 6: The Revolutionary Republic 

1. The revolutionary war was as much a struggle for Hearts and Minds as it was one of competing armies, as the conflict turned on social issues as well as political ones, especially early on in the northern war of 1776-77. 

a) The British Offensive of 1776 succeeded in gaining ground and wreaking havoc in New York and New Jersey, but it failed to achieve any decisive advantage. 

b) The Trenton-Princeton Campaign proved to be crucial successes for Washington's army, predominantly insofar as it helped keep alive the "spirit of '76." 

2. The Campaigns of 1777 and Foreign Intervention, particularly of the French after Saratoga, proved to be the turning points of the war. 

a) Despite The Loss of Philadelphia, the Continental Army continued to fight, even as it could not defend the nominal capital of the nation and as the Continental Congress virtually disbanded. 

b) John Burgoyne's army of 7,800 surrendered to American forces under the command of Horatio Gates at Saratoga on October 17, 1777. 

c) French Intervention, which proved critical to ultimate triumph, came almost immediately after the signal victory at Saratoga. 

d) Spanish Expansion and Intervention, also in the aftermath of Saratoga, greatly assisted the American war efforts, particularly insofar as the Spanish forced the British to spread their forces even more thinly. 

3. With the declaration of independence and the withdrawal of many Tories, Americans faced the uncertain challenge of the reconstitution of authority. 

a) A first attempt to reconstitute legitimate authority came from John Adams and his theories in Thoughts on Government on the Separation of Powers. 

b) The Virginia Constitution, which contained a declaration of rights drafted by George Mason, served as model for others states to follow. 

c) More radical than that of Virginia, The Pennsylvania Constitution and its unicameral legislature and plural executive never really worked as its framers envisioned. 

d) John Adams and his colleagues in Massachusetts redefined Constitutionalism, incorporating a unique system of checks and balances, and submitting its drafted constitution to town meeting for ratification. 

e) A palpable lack of power and a visceral mistrust of central authority plagued the Confederation of the states throughout the revolutionary period. 

4. The Crisis of the Revolution in the years 1779-1783 resulted from the fact that the war dragged on at great social and personal cost for more than six years. 

a) The Loyalists were many in number and often struggled with the fact that they supported British liberty and simultaneously opposed the war. 

b) The lot of Loyalist Refugees, Black and White, proved harsh, as many thousands emigrated under duress to Nova Scotia and England. 

c) The Indian Struggle for Unity and Survival during the war ran the gamut from bitter opposition to England to awesome frontier violence against American troops. 

5. Perhaps the most gruesome events of the Revolutionary War took place during The British Offensive in the South, which included Clinton's virtual destruction of Charleston, South Carolina. 

a) The Partisan War frequently pitted native-born Tories against patriots in viscous confrontations. 

b) The British offensive and the partisan warfare that ensued led to Mutiny and Reform in the ranks of the Continental army, as well as in the militias. 

c) The final stages of the war in 1781 included Cornwallis' ravaging of Virginia, his surrender at Yorktown, and subsequent peace negotiations. 

6. Years of warfare and independence from Britain inevitably led to A Revolutionary Society that few had imagined a decade earlier. 

a) Several of the most profound changes in society were the Religious Transformations, which included increasing religious toleration and the growth of denominationalism. 

b) The fervor of revolutionary sentiment convinced virtually all of the north, and much of the upper South as well, to manumit its slaves in what historians call The First Emancipation. 

c) The logic of revolutionary ideology also led to marked changes in the life of women and young men that constituted The Challenge to Patriarchy. 

d) Simultaneous with the defeat of the British a renewed thrust of Western Expansion and Conflict with Indians that would take several decades to resolve. 

e) One of Congress's last acts was the passage of The Northwest Ordinance, which would ultimately bring Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan into the union on equal footing with the original thirteen states. 

7. Out of the strains and trials of the decade of revolution, many American called for the wholesale revision of the Articles of Confederation and the creation of A More Perfect Union. 

a) There was no one precipitate of the Constitutional Convention; rather a combination of problems with commerce, debt, currency, and Shays' Rebellion contributed to the growing discontent with the Articles. 

b) The struggle over the government of the union took the form of a fight between Cosmopolitans versus Localists. 

c) In the course of the summer of 1787, participants at The Philadelphia Convention drafted the Constitution, scrapping the Articles altogether. 

d) Ratification was confirmed when New Hampshire, the ninth state, voted in favor of the Constitution on June 21, 1788. 

American Album: Toward Equality: The Affectionate Family 

Conclusion: Despite daunting odds and the dangers what amounted to a civil war, the Americans managed to persevere through years of warfare, economic tribulations, and weak leadership to defeat the British. Imperial ineptitude greatly enhanced the Americans' chances for victory. Victory did not come without significant social upheaval that caused grave problems under the Articles of Confederation. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 7: The Democratic Republic, 1790-1820 

1. The United States at the turn of the nineteenth century was a Farmer's Republic, composed of a rural people whose lives revolved around community and family. Few Americans lived in metropolitan areas or regularly engaged in market relations. 

a) Households were more than just the primary social unit, as most production, even that for overseas markets, was done within the household economy. 

b) Most manufacturing was part of what was called the Rural Industry, such as shoe making, quilting, and carpentry, and served the needs of the family first. 

c) Neighbors proved especially important as sources of information, exchange, and assistance, as people might not travel much beyond their village in their entire lifetime. 

d) Children still gained the wealth of their parents through Inheritance, but the institution underwent dramatic changes in the early years of the new republic. 

e) Rising Standards of Living materially improved the lives of many American, while also increasing the disparity between rich and poor. 

2. Americans flooded out of the east, continuing a constant emigration From Backcountry to Frontier that would last at least a century. 

a) The eventual eviction of the British from the continent combined with Americans insatiable appetite for western lands virtually to guarantee The Destruction of the Woodlands Indians in only a few decades at the end of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth century. 

b) Despite the efforts of the likes of Alexander McGillivray, Tecumseh, and the Prophet to articulate some form of Indian Cultural Renewal, Indians could secure no real modus vivendi with the American nation. 

c) While remaining an area largely beyond effective government and organized institutions, The Backcountry was transformed by the flood of western settlers from 1790 to1815. 

3. The Plantation South underwent a similar transformation, as new settlers and new crops - cotton in particular -- changed the character of much of the region from 1790-1820. 

a) Despite the first emancipation, Slavery became increasingly enmeshed in the life of the nation south of the Mason and Dixon Line in the first decades of the nineteenth century. 

b) The upper and lower south made a particularly strong, if unpremeditated, Recommitment to Slavery, particularly after the development of the cotton gin. 

c) Nowhere were the issues of Race, Gender, and Labor more contested that in the Chesapeake, where the economic transition from tobacco to grain altered many social institutions. 

d) The areas of the Deep South where rice and indigo were the primary staples developed a Lowland Task System of slave labor in which slaves gained a significant amount of autonomy as well as separation from white masters. 

4. Seaport Cities grew incredibly swiftly in the years 1790-1815, at the beginning of which only six per cent of Americans lived in areas with a population over 2,500. 

a) Commerce, particularly the trafficking in foodstuffs, fueled the steady growth of the urban centers of the Atlantic seaboard. 

b) Poverty was more visible in cities, where slums emerged as the self-contained neighborhood of a growing indigent population. 

c) The Status of Labor changed with the decline of the unique position of artisans, of whom some became owners and far more joined the growing pool of unskilled laborers. 

5. The Assault on Authority and the concomitant decline of deference were the characteristic features of the rise of a democratic society, as well as the result of the stratification of the American social structure. 

a) Many contemporaries believed they were witnessing the declension of Paternal Power; children moved away from their homes and the entire country seemed to celebrate youth. 

b) Americans drank such a high volume of intoxicating beverages that some have called the period the Alcoholic Republic. 

c) Continuing a trend that had commenced in the eighteenth century, the Democratization of Print in the early republic was unmistakable, particularly the rise of literacy and the proliferation of newspapers. 

d) Citizenship remained the province of white males, but expanded greatly to include virtually all white men, especially in the new western states. 

6. Americans embraced a form of Republican Religion that in many ways reflected the democratization of the polity. 

a) The most important feature of republican religion was the decline of tax-supported Established Churches, with only Massachusetts holding out until 1833. 

b) The Rise of the Democratic Sects, Baptists and Methodists especially, reflected Americans' desire to have as much choice and freedom in religion as in other walks of life. 

c) The Christianization of the White South featured great camp revivals and the simultaneous growth of black and white denominations of Baptists, Methodists, and others. 

d) Evangelicals and Slavery maintained a tenuous relationship, with evangelicals ultimately remaining subservient to the economic interests of the plantation south. 

e) The first decades of the nineteenth century witnessed the beginnings of African-American Christianity and religious institutions in which blacks maintained autonomy from the dominant white society. 

f) Gabriel's Rebellion was brutally subdued in the summer of 1800, but nonetheless expressed a unique version of Black Republicanism. 
American Album: Revival at York, Pennsylvania 
Conclusion: The Americans who celebrated the beginning of national government in the 1790s were overwhelmingly a rural people. Yet, these same folks comprised a nation in the midst of many changes that would usher in a more individualistic, acquisitive republic in the years to come. Transformations in the cultural life of the country clearly reflected the economic ferment of the period. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 8: Completing the Revolution, 1789-1815 

1. Establishing the Government with the ability to tackle the economic and political problems was the first priority of Washington, his administration, and the first Congress. 

a) The Washington administration had to struggle with the irony of appearing to create a 'Republican Court' of powerful appointed officials in a democratic society. 

b) Leadership in the First Congress fell to James Madison, under whose guidance the Congress pursued a course to strengthen central authority in order to counteract questionable state actions. 

c) The cornerstone of the first Washington administration was the system of Hamiltonian Economics that would come to grips with the national debt, begin to regulate the currency, as foster economic expansion. 

d) Several aspects of the plan of Hamiltonian economics came under fire, particularly the proposals for The Bank and the Excise. 

e) The Rise of Opposition was inevitable, as southerners especially felt that Hamilton's plans favored the mercantile interests of the north. 

f) The beginnings of party politics stemmed from the growing rift between Washington's two principal advisors in the cabinet, Jefferson and Hamilton. 

2. Foreign policy concerns often cast a shadow over domestic concerns in as the nation's political leaders differed greatly in their views the Franco-English War from 1793-1800. 

a) Most Americans initially considered the French Revolution to be a significant step toward a republican world, but Federalists soon came to view the events in France with skepticism, fear, and dismay. 

b) Citizen Genet as French minister to the United States in 1793, conspicuously intervened in American internal affairs. 

c) The Washington administration faced acute Western Troubles, the Whiskey rebels in particular, in the course of 1794, ultimately sending a army of 12,000 men to quell the so-called rebellion. 

d) Vehemently opposed by many, The Jay Treaty, helped the United States avert war with England while settling many issues left unresolved in the revolutionary war settlement. 

e) In September of 1796, newspapers printed Washington's Farewell, in which the chief executive announced his retirement and offered several admonitions about politics and foreign policy. 

f) John Adams, the heir apparent, narrowly defeated Jefferson in the Election of 1796, winning New England and several of the middles states. 

g) Troubles with France plagued Adams' entire administration, overshadowing virtually all of Adams' domestic initiatives. 

h) The struggle with France and England turned into a Crisis at Home from 1798-1800, especially when the Federalist Congress passed the Alien and Sedition Acts and the Kentucky and Virginia legislatures sought to nullify them within their state boundaries. 

i) Politicians fought heatedly over the nature of the appropriations for, future size of, and leadership of the United States Army. 

j) Styled the "revolution of 1800" by the victorious Jefferson, the Election of 1800 marked the first defeat of an incumbent administration as well as the peaceful transit of power. 

3. Making good on their campaign pledges, the Jeffersonians in Power immediately sought to curtail the pomp and ceremony that was so prominent in the previous administration. 

a) While it continued many of the features of its predecessors, The Republican Program articulated by Jefferson, Madison, and Albert Gallatin, sought to shrink the activities of the central government and to eliminate altogether the national debt. 

b) Cleansing the Government meant for Jefferson the removal of his partisan opponents while shrinking the size and scope of government. 

c) The greatest disputes of the administration proved to be between The Jeffersonians and the Courts 

i. Jefferson personally sought the Impeachments of Pickering and Chase for a combination of partisanship and gross dereliction of duty. 

ii. Justice Marshall's Court -- and Chief Justice John Marshall himself -- proved to be Jefferson greatest challenge, particularly after Marshall's Solomon-like decision in the case of Marbury v. Madison in 1803. 

d) Jefferson secured his legacy and his reelection with the remarkable purchase of Louisiana from the French in 1803 for the paltry sum of fifteen million dollars. 

4. Republican attention for many years remained riveted on the emerging crisis between the Republic and its involvement in the Napoleonic Wars between 1804 and 1815. 

a) Jefferson and Madison understood the daunting Dilemmas of Neutrality in a world at war, but had a great deal of difficulty convincing New Englanders that neutrality should be maintained at all costs. 

b) The Republicans desperately tried to steer clear of the Trouble on the High Seas created by both British and French naval depredations and the British practice of impressing American sailors into service on His Majesty's ships. 

c) Jefferson sought to avoid war in the last years of his presidency by the passage of the Embargo, which proved extremely unpopular in New England. 

d) Jefferson's retirement and the failure of the embargo seemed to send the country inevitably down the Road to War with Great Britain. 

e) Led by Henry Clay of Kentucky, The Warhawk Congress of 1811-1812 wanted war with England in order to eliminate Britain's Indian allies in the west. 

f) Despite Washington's earlier warning and Jefferson's attempts at economic coercion, the United States all but backed into The War of 1812. 

i. Early skirmishes included a failed northern invasion as part of the bloody War with Canada in 1812-1813 that included depredations on both sides. 

ii. Tecumseh made his last stand at the Thames River on October 5, 1813, where Richard M. Johnson claimed to have fatally wounded the warrior. 

iii. The British Offensive of 1814 concluded with the humiliating sacking of the nation's capital. 

iv. A group of disgruntled Federalists gathered at the ill-fated Hartford Convention in order to publicly protest against "Mr. Madison's War." 

v. The war officially ended with the signing of The Treaty of Ghent on December 23, 1814, although news did not arrive in New Orleans until after Andrew Jackson's smashing victory over General Packenham's army. 

American Album: The Capital of the Republic 

Conclusion: Almost all of the founding generation agreed that the stronger national government ushered in by the Constitution was essential to American prosperity and security; nonetheless fissures shortly developed between those who advocated an activist government and those who contended, with Jefferson, that "he who governs best, governs least." 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 9: The Market Revolution, 1815-1860 

1. The party of Jefferson changed dramatically in the years after his retirement. Republicans increasingly agreed that Government and Markets must work closely together to foster economic expansion. 

a) Henry Clay's American System included the recharter of the formerly dreaded Bank of the United States in 1816 over the objections of a number of reactionary Republicans led by John Taylor of Caroline. 

b) The American System incorporated an elaborate system of Tariffs and Internal Improvements that expressed Clay's belief that the government must be used for progressive purposes. 

c) Politicians and lawyers sought to assure the effective interaction of Markets and the Law, as reflected in a series of important Marshall court decisions. 

2. The Transportation Revolution proved critical to national economic development, because the price of many commodities depended more on the costs associated with transporting them to market than to that of production. 

a) The means of Transportation had not changed very dramatically for many years; a rudimentary system of roads barely supplemented river travel. 

i. Technology and changes in law resulted in dramatic improvements in Roads and Rivers as means of transportation. 

ii. Improvements in Canals and Railroads augured a wholesale change in the means of transport in the United States, despite their high cost. 

b) The transportation revolution resulted in a dramatic reduction in the Time and Money it took to transport bulk commodities. 

c) Improved transportation also meant the growth of specific Markets and Regions in an economy of scale. 

3. The advent of cash markets ushered in the transformation from Yeoman to Businessman, particularly in the Rural North and West. 

a) Cash-oriented farms proved instrumental in shaping the Northern Landscape, as farmers sought to exploit urban demand for perishable crops. 

b) The Transformation of Rural Outwork toward more market-oriented production had consequences for both the economy and for society in general. 

c) With the shift to specialized market agriculture, much of the north and west witnessed the growth of Farmers as Consumers. 

d) The Northwest became home to many Southern Migrants, who rejected slavery but maintained strong ties to southern cultural traditions. 

e) The Northwest was also the destination of myriad Northern Migrants who rapidly embraced agricultural improvements in order to maximize their cash-crop harvests. 

f) No institution changed more dramatically than Households, which shifted from economic production to raising fewer children and preparing them for a career outside the home. 

g) New neighborhoods designed as a Landscape of Privacy ushered out the old practices and forms of neighborliness characteristic of communities where everyone knew each other. 

4. The Industrial Revolution commenced in New England in the 1830s and 1840s. 

a) Factory towns under the Rhode Island System emerged as a result initially of the espionage of Richard Arkwright, who stole English plans. 

b) Factory towns under the Waltham System employed young women in their mills, exploiting this readily available source of cheap labor. 

c) Cities featured the growth of a class of Urban Businessmen, who used their wealth and position to dominate much of urban society. 

d) Metropolitan Industrialization sparked the development of a new middle class that made the old distinction between proprietor and dependent obsolete. 

5. Proponents of the Market Revolution in the South centered their appeal around westward expansion and the world's seemingly insatiable demand for cotton. 

a) The huge profits from cotton planting necessitated The Organization of Slave Labor, including the use of women in the fields and the encouragement of slave families. 

b) Planters used a system of Paternalism -- caring for slaves as more than commodities - to ensure that the supply of slaves would not wane and to discourage the most vicious treatment of blacks. 

c) With the economies of scale brought about by cotton production, southern society was increasingly differentiated into Yeoman and Planters. 

d) Planters generally mediated the relationship of Yeoman and the Market, functioning as factors, lenders of labor, and advisors. 

e) Plantations and Southern Development went hand in hand; the southern economy grew rapidly, albeit narrowly, as planters churned profits back into land and slave labor. 

American Album: The Making of Rural Respectability 
Conclusion: Despite the fact that the Jeffersonians attempted to foster an agrarian republic of yeoman farmers, the War of 1812 and the strength of the American economy forced the Republican party to adapt. Under Jefferson and Madison, Republicans endorsed many of the programs and initiatives that they had condemned under their Federalist predecessors. The nation was undergoing a transformation that signaled a burgeoning capitalistic market revolution. 

Return to Table of Contents 

Go to Lecture Outline for: 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  
18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31 

Copyright © 1999, Harcourt College Publishers, A Harcourt Higher Learning Company.

All rights reserved. Use of this site indicates acceptance of the Terms and Conditions of Use.

For problems or suggestions concerning this service, please contact History Webmaster. 
 

Liberty, Equality, Power, 2e 
About this Book 
About the Authors 
Instructor Resources 
Lecture Outline 
Overhead Transparencies 
Web Exercises with Answers 
Chapter-based Exams 
Mail List 
Student Resources 
Chapter Summary 
Primary Sources 
Internet Links 
Internet Search 
Student Review 
Glossary  

 Liberty, Equality, Power, 2e 
by John M. Murrin, Paul E. Johnson, James M. McPherson, 
Gary Gerstle, Emily S. Rosenberg, Norman L. Rosenberg 

Lecture Outline
Chapter 10: Toward an American Culture 

1. One of the great developments of the first part of the nineteenth century proved to be the advent of a distinct Northern Middle Class of Protestant, business-oriented folk, who came to dominate northern culture. 

a) Members of the middle class not only attended church regularly, but emerged from a solid Evangelical Base of Christian revivalism. 

b) The Cult of Domesticity resulted from the middle class distinction between home and work, with the latter the exclusive provenance of men. 

c) The popular literature of the class, such as Gody's Ladies Book, featured effusive Sentimentality directed primarily at women. 

d) Americans slowly came to view the Fine Arts as something that could take on a non-European, indigenous character. 

e) American artists' unique contribution to fine arts was the incorporation of Nature and Art, especially in the work of the Hudson River School of painting. 

f) Scenic Tourism became a special American form of entertainment, with Niagara Falls as one of the country's most popular destinations. 

2. The Plain People of the North rejected much of the sentimentality and evangelicalism of middle class values, pursing their own distinct forms of culture. 

a) The Religion of the Common Folk¸ proved far less sentimental and far more participatory than that of the well-heeled and middle class. 

b) Popular Millennialism, particularly that of William Miller and the Millerites, looked forward to God's immanent arrival to redeem the saved. 

c) Some religious ideologies appealed to the notions that Family and Society must be counterpoised against encroaching and immoral market forces. 

d) The Prophet Joseph Smith, after the Angel Moroni appeared to him in a vision in 1827, articulated a truly unique version of American Protestantism known as Mormonism. 

3. Coterminous with the profusion of religious institutions came The Rise of Popular Culture. 

a) Blood Sports, such as cock fighting, ratting, and dog fights proved highly popular with the urban working class. 

b) Prize fighting, or Boxing, grew out of subterranean culture to become a highly popular form of entertainment throughout society. 

c) Americans of all stripes overcame the old Puritan squeamishness and began to patronize An American Theater, which featured everything from Shakespeare to amateur spectacles. 

d) The most popular form of theatre was the Minstrelsy, which demonstrated the blatant racism of most of America. 

e) Among the many commodities the market revolution made available, few were more ubiquitous than Novels and the Penny Press, which included sales of millions of cheap books and magazines. 

4. The leading elements of southern whites self-consciously built their society around the three pillars of Family, Church, and Neighborhood. 
a) The individualism of northern culture proved secondary to the place of Southern Families, and southern honor, in the values of the south. 

b) Southern Entertainments, including horse racing, hunting, fishing, and other outdoor activities reflected the essentially rural character of the south. 

c) As more southerners found religion a form of entertainment as well as a source of spiritual nourishment, the Camp Meeting became respectable. 

d) Southerners embraced Religious Conservatism together with a conviction that fundamental political and social traditionalism was vital to its unique culture. 

e) In time, the union of plantation economic interests and Protestantism resulted in a distinctly Proslavery Christianity. 

5. Determined to shield themselves from their masters in some measure, slaves sought to maintain distinctly Private Lives often at great personal risk. 

a) The Slave Family, a vital element in the difficult rigor of slave life, emerged as a crucial institution separate from white oversight at least to some extent. 

b) In spite of events like Nat Turner's Rebellion, White Missions resulted from southern evangelical preachers' abandonment of their hostility toward slave religiosity. 

c) Slave Christians embraced the evangelism but ignored much of the secular teachings of the white missionaries, who sought to use religion as a means of assuring salve submissiveness. 

d) Invariably, Religion and Revolt came together in the violent revolts of Denmark Vesey in South Carolina and Nat Turner in Virginia. 

e) Nat Turner led a rebellion in 1831 that forced Virginians to reconsider the institution of slavery in the Old Dominion. 

American Album: P.T. Barnum's American Museum 

Conclusion: In the wake of the changes that accompanied the market revolution an distinct set of American cultural values emerged, although with distinct differences north and south of the Mason and Dixon Line. Adherence to republican values and a wholesale embrace of market capitalism characterized the new culture of the northern middle class, while Southerners were more reticent about embracing market forces. 
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