HST201 Midterm #1 - ESSAY QUESTIONS





Choose any one (1) of the following three (3) essay questions.  Your discussion should be detailed and well organized.  You should take a moment to draft a brief outline of your answer.





1.	Discuss the differences in the conquest and settlement of the America’s by the Spanish in the 16th Century and the English in the 17th Century.  How were their methods similar?  What were their greatest differences?





2.	Democratic government in the United States had its beginnings during our colonial period.  Show haw each of the following was an important step in the development of our democracy:  (a) Mayflower Compact,  (b) New England town meetings,  (c) Fundamental Orders of Connecticut,  (d) Maryland Toleration Act of 1649,  (e) Zenger trial.





2.	The thirteen colonies usually are considered as three groups - (a) New England,  (b) Middle,  (c) Southern - chiefly because each group had its own distinctive geographic features.  For each group of colonies (1) describe two of its distinctive geographic features, and (2) show how these features influenced the way its colonists earned a living.





3.	In the two decades before the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War, a profound shift occurred in the way many Americans thought and felt about the British government and their colonial governments.


	


	Assess the validity of this statement in view of the political and constitutional debates of these decades.





5.	The thirteen colonies usually are considered as three groups - (a) New England,  (b) Middle,  (c) Southern - chiefly because each group had its own distinctive geographic features.  For each group of colonies (1) describe two of its distinctive geographic features, and (2) show how these features influenced the way its colonists earned a living.























ESSAY QUESTIONS - COLONIES TO CONSTITUTION





Choose any one (1) of the following four (4) essay questions.  Your discussion should be detailed and well organized.  You should take a moment to draft a brief outline of your answer.





1.	Although the government under the Articles of Confederation had many weaknesses and was soon discarded, it also compiled a record of achievement.  In regard to the government under the Articles of Confederation, (a) explain three of its weaknesses, and (b) discuss two of its achievements.





2.	Democratic government in the United States had its beginnings during our colonial period.  Show haw each of the following was an important step in the development of our democracy:  (a) Mayflower Compact,  (b) New England town meetings,  (c) Fundamental Orders of Connecticut,  (d) Maryland Toleration Act of 1649,  (e) Zenger trial.





3.	The discovery of America resulted from developments in Europe, most notably (a) the Crusades,  (b) the Renaissance,  (c) the Reformation,  (d) the rise of absolute monarchs ruling national states.  Select two of these developments and for each show how it (1) affected Europe, and  (2) related directly to the discovery of America.





4.	The thirteen colonies usually are considered as three groups - (a) New England,  (b) Middle,  (c
