Rationale for changes to:

HST195 History of the Vietnam War

1. Discipline members should consider how hybrid or online courses will fit into the mix of existing course offerings.

In 2007, contracted history faculty decided to convert all course offerings from 3 to 4 credits.  All special interest sections, such as Native American and Women’s History have long been taught at the 4 credit level.  The Vietnam History course remained at the 3 credit level, but will be taught at the 4 credit level beginning in the 2007-2008 academic year.

In addition, this HST195 course was previously taught as a telecourse, but it currently being offered as an online course.  This decision followed years of instructor and student desired to have more interactions with one another over the course material.  The telecourse offering was much more adjacent to a correspondence course.  Beginning in Winter 2007, student satisfaction with the course has improved with its being taught as on online class.

2. If needed, consideration should be given to how hybrid or online courses taught by part-time faculty will be staffed by full-time faculty should the need arise.

Currently, department practice allow only contracted history faculty to teach online, hybrid, or telecourse class sections.  This will remain true for the 2007-2008 academic year.  Part-time instructors wishing to teach hybrid courses will be considered during the 2008-2009 academic year, after the discipline has a one year track record of results for hybrid course offerings.

3. At least one month prior to deadlines for completion of the term schedule, faculty developing the course will submit a brief written rationale outlining:

A. The results of the considerations above.

See above #1 & #2

B.  The number of face-to-face contact and online hours.

The state approved formula for credit hours will be applied to this course:

	Number / Type Credits
	Term Minimum Contact
	Term Maximum Contact
	11-Week Term Contact

	4 Lecture
	40 hours (lecture credits x 10)
	48 hours (lecture credits x 12)
	44 hours (lecture credits x 11)


C. Indicate how the online portion will address the state’s criteria of faculty responsibility for design, approval, delivery, and periodic evaluation of instruction.

Changes to the existing course include the use a variety of online tools, such as forums for student to student communication about the class materials, to online assignments that occur between student and the instructor who gives feedback, from simple email communication to extensive individual and group work involving wikis for co-authored writing, and student supplied study materials with the creation of online glossaries.  This extra work, in and of itself, in addition to the expanded breadth and depth of the course material constitutes a significant reason for the shift from 3 to 4 credits.

