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During the Civil war the the North had several instumental advantages over the South that would eventually prove victorius for them.  One of these was the skill of the Union generals.  The North had several generals that proved to be victorius in capturing different areas and eventually win the war.  One of these generals was Grant.  Grant was chosen by Lincoln under much scrutiny but he proved to be a wise choice.  In 1862 Grant moved his troops in and captured Fort Henry and Fort Donelso.  This strategic move gave him control of most of Tennesse.  He then moved on to capture Memphis in June and began the attack on Vicksburg in November.  In the mean time another General by the name David Farragut captured New Orleans with the help of his Naval forces.  He then proceeded up the Mississippi in hopes of having control over it.  Grant eventually took Vicksburg in July.  That November Grant and another General by the name of Sherman took Chattanooga Tennessee.  In 1864 Grant was called East and was appointed general in chief.  He then sent Sherman to Fight the conferderate Johnson in Tennessee while he took on Lee in Virgina.  They were instituting their plan of strangulation and annihilation.  They destroyed civilian supplies and took southern slaves as soldiers.  In the end Sherman devastated the south while Grand took Lee into submission resulting in the end of the war.  These were tactics that were new to the art of war whereas the old ways it was between soldiers and in the new they took the upperhand by involving the citizens and cutting off supplies.    Another instrumental key to the North winning the war was the attitude of foreign powers to the South.  The south thought for sure that King Cotton would gain European support for them.  This was a large mistake on the souths part due to the British and French not wanting to support the south because they did not want to recognize a nation that still embraced slavery.  The British and French ended up finding alternatives to the souths cotton by finding it in Egypt and India.  The South continued to grow the cotton but not ship it out.  They were in hopes that this would cause the Europeans to recognize them as a confederacy, but instead it backfired and the Europeans found it to be Economic blackmail and continued to seek out other sources.  This proved to the South that cotton was not the diplomatic weapon they once thought that it was.  Then the news of Gettysburg and Vicksburg came and the south still was not recognized as a confederacy.    The final reason that helped the North to win the war and claim victory over the South was the superior resources which they possessed.  The North had a booming economy and had all the basic resources that anyone would need to survive.  They also held many of the resources which would aid in the war such as guns.  The North was abundantly more populated than the South.  They had nearly two and a half times the population of the South.  They held nine times more Indusrial Capacity than that of the South.  They also produced nearly 97 percent of all firearms, 94 percent of all cloth, 90 percent of all foot wear, and 71 percent of all railroad mileage.  This would all aide them in the war.  It allowed them to feed, transport, clothe, and arm any soldier that they chose.  It also aided them in the plan of stangulation and annihilation because it provided for them when they were "cleaning out the South".  When they were going through and destroying supplies and civilian support, they still had resources to call from.    Overall the North proved to be victorious in the civil war against the South, but it did not come without sacrifice and hard strategic planning.  The civil war was one that was fought on every soldiers homeland in hopes to bring a divided nation back together.


Business is something that has been everchanging since the begining.  It is something that is never going to stop causing controversy and something that will never go away.  In the late 19th Century Congress passed some laws that affected workers and corporations in both some negative and positive ways.      With the growth of large corporations and business came the downfall of many small businesses.  This was due to large business having the resources to provide that extra edge without collapsing.  Small business did not have this ability or advantage and was adversly affected.  Due to this ongoing problem congress passed the Sherman Antitrust Act in 1890.  This act was developed in hopes of restoring competition by encouraging small businesses.  The act was a good idea but backfired on them by doing just the opposite.  The law taking as an interpretation that hindered trade unions.  They thought that it had no free flow of labor therefore helping business to consolidate rather than grow.  This was something that helped Industrial giants such as Nabisco and Goodyear, but served to destroy thousands of small businesses that could not compete with the giants.      With the big business boom due to the Sherman Antitrust Act the acceleration of growth in Industry created changes in manegment and relations among workers.  It created competion and tension among employees.  Due to this many working environments were hazardous or unsafe to work in.  Also with the advancements in technology due to larger corporations, less skilled workers were replacing skilled ones to run the machinery.  What once took hours now took minutes to create.  It put a real dent in the craftsmanship of things.  It also put many craftsmen and laborers of similar trades out of business.  Without trade unions workers had to compete to stay ahead.    Another act that was passed by congress was the Chinese Exclution Act of 1882.  This act had a vast impact on the Chinese people who immigrated to the US.  When the railroads were being built, many Chinese immigrated to seek out work on the railroad.  Under the Chinese Exclution Act, these workers and any other Chinese alike were suspended immigration rights, were given limited civil rights if a resident, and were forbiden to seek out citizenship or naturalization.  This was a very hard hitting blow to the chinese laborer.  They came to America to work for us on our railroad and then they are treated in these ways.      Congress will always have a say in how business work and what rights you have as a laborer and an employer.  Some decisions will have larger impacts than others, and some may even do the opposite that was intended.  This is a realization that they had to live with back in the late 19th century and is one we even still live with today.
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Although the McCormick reaper took the place of many of the slaves in the fields of the North and South, the skill of the Union Generals did more to win the Civil War for the North.  Such generals as Grant, Farragut, Winfield Scott, and George Mead were some of the main reasons for the defeat in many of the battles in the war.  General Ulesses S. Grant captured Fort Henry and Fort Donelson in Feburary of 1862.  Later he captured Shilo in April, Memphis in June, and later Vickersburg.  At the battle in Shilo both the North and the South lost many men.  The South lost a total of 11,000 men, and the North lost over 13,000 men.  Although both sides had many casualties, the North still came through to take control of most of Tennessee.  General Farragut also captured a very important city for the North.  He captured New Orleans, and soon after advanced up the Mississippi River which was also soon controlled by the North.  The capture of New Orleans was one of the most damaging deafeats to the south because of the major ports and waterways they lost and the unablity to recieve supplies by boat.  General Winfield Scott, the Union General Cheif, played a large role in the war by proposing the Anaconda Act.  This act was made with the idea that if you "strangle" the south, or restrict their recources by land and sea, control the Mississippi River, and divide the Confederacy, the North would have more likely of a chance of victory.  The last, but not least, of the four Northern Generals who effected the North's win over the South was General George Mead.  General Mead won one of the greatest battles of the war with the defeat over the South's General Robert E. Lee at Gettysburg.  Lee, believing Britan and France would recognize the South as a nation if they won a great battle, led his men into a 3 day bloody battle where they were defeated by the North.      The attitude of foreign powers was one of the main attributes that effected the South and their loss.  Britan and France's refusal to recognize the South's claim for independence was a huge factor in the onward push for the South's biggest battles, yet biggest defeats.  Lee pushed his troops into the battle of Gettysburg in order to obtain recognization and intervention for peace from Brittan and France.  Because of the lack of recognization, the South tried different tactics like the refusal to ship cotton to the two countries until the recognized them.  Unfortunately this tactic backfired leaving Brittan and France very angry at the South for blackmail, and forcing them to find cotton to trade with another country.      Although Linclon was a great leader of the time, the superior recorces of the North effected the win of the Civil War more.  The North contained almost all of the industries that helped during the time of war.  During the war, the industry production in the North grew 75% because of the higher population of non-farmers in the North than farmers in the South.  The North produced 97% of the firarms nationally, 71% of the railroad milage, 94% of all cloth, 90% of all foot wear, and contained and controlled almost all of the nations railroads.  The South only had one thing over the North.  They had a skilled army fighting against the North's gorilla warfare.


Through out the 19th Century there were many good and bad laws passed.  The Sherman Anti Trust Act for instance encouraged small buisnesses to flourish, restoring competition within buisnesses and trying to deminish the many monopolies.  Unfortunatly the courts read this act wrong, restricting trade unions and doing the exact opposite it was supposed to do by helping consolidate buisnesses.  This was one of many of the laws that meant good, but without the proper words, was twisted and turned in a way that ended up being bad.  The Chinese Exclusion Act was another of the not so great laws that effected many Chinese immagrants and Chinese Americans at the time.  This act was made to lessen the competion in the work force for the white Americans after the Chinese railroad workers contracts expired and they went on looking for other jobs.  The act suspended immigration of the chinese to America, limited the civil rights of Chinese residents in America, and forbade naturalization of and Chinese people.      Though the Sherman Anti Trust Act and the Chinese Exclusion Act ended up being bad, there were some proposals that helped the citizens of the United States at the time, and still to today.  In 1889, the OCALA, otherwise known as the Omaha Platform, who was made up of farmers and members of the Populist Party, tried to get many laws passed.  Some laws were in the favor of the farmers and agricultural workers, and others in favor of the industrial workers in the factories.  Out of the groups ten demands, 3 eventually became law and 2 became amendments.  The latter day laws included the well known, and respected, 8 hour work day. Secret ballots, so there would be no convincing of others to vote a certain way, or consequences for voting a certain way.  And last but not least, inititive and referendum.  The two demands that passed up law-hood and went directly to the Amendments became the 16th and 17th Amendments.  The 16th Amendment gave the country graduated income tax, meaning the more money you make, the more money you pay.  The 17th Amendment gave the people the chance to directly elect their state senetors instead of having others in thier state government jobs elect them.  All together the 19th Century contained both the good and bad laws, and even some that are still with us over 100 years later.

