MEMBERSHIP OF U.S. RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL GROUPS

INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION

Two reasonably reliable sources are listed below:

In 1997, the US Society and Values magazine published an overview of religion in the U.S., using data from the  Pluralism Project at  Harvard University. 3,4 They reported: 

63% of Americans (163 million) state that they are actively affiliated with a faith  group:

 Roman Catholicism is the largest single religious group (60 million;  23%).

Anglicans, Eastern Orthodox and Protestant churches total 94 million members (36%) within 220 denominations.

There are 3.8 million religiously active Jews (1.5%) ; an additional 2  million regard themselves as cultural or ethnic Jews.

Estimates of Muslims vary greatly. Some surveys show that there are about 3.5 to 3.8 million Muslims  (1.4 to 1.5%) in the U.S. Most Muslim sources estimate about six or seven million.

Islam is numerically the fastest growing organized religion in the U.S., in terms of numbers of adherents.

The most rapidly growing religious/spiritual/ethics grouping in the US  is not an organized religion; it consists of non-believers (Atheists, Agnostics, etc.).

