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There are many differences between Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Stokely Carmichael but they all stem from this main idea: Dr King fought the civil rights issue from the outside in, while Carmichael fought it from the inside out.  While Dr. King was preaching love, equality, and nonviolence, Carmichael was pointing out the failure within the black community to better itself.  Instead of pointing out to white leaders what was wrong with segregation, Carmichael worked to built up the black community so it could rely on itself.

From this one difference stemmed many other issues.  The idea of getting help from white people was a main one.  Stokely Carmichael saw the most important lie enforced by the SCLC and Martin Luther King JR was that “black people inherently can’t do what white people can do, unless white people helped.” (Carmichael, 430)  Dr. King looked to solve the problems of racism and segregation by going to white leaders and asking them to change and enforce the laws.  Carmichael on the other hand looked to put black people in positions of authority so they can do something about the law themselves. “Black people must do thing(s) for themselves; they must get poverty money they will control and spend themselves, they must conduct tutorial programs themselves so that black children can identify with black people.” (Carmichael, 430)

The last quote brings up an issue that Carmichael and Dr. King also differed on. Dr. King supported integration in schools and pushed for its enforcement, “we so diligently urge people to obey the Supreme Court’s decision of outlawing segregation in public schools.” (MLK, 415)  Dr. King failed to see the downside to the black community involved in that decision.  Carmichael refused to believe that “in order to have a      decent . . . education, blacks must . . . send their children to a white school.” (Carmichael, 429)  He realized that black children in white schools would be taught white American history, this meant being taught that whites had always had control of this country and that blacks were inferior.  He felt black children needed to see that it is possible for blacks to have power and help rule their own nation, and it was happening all over the world.

The spectrum is not quite as clear on this issue as it is on others While both leaders are obviously left of center, because of their fight to end segregation and push civil rights, Dr. King practically hugs hit while Carmichael is significantly farther left.
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Both had the same wants and ideals for their people but Carmichael was much more up front with his methods and views, and the action he took was far more liberal that Dr. Kings.  Dr. King preached a message of nonviolence that was often considered non-action.  He seemed to have the “can’t we all just get along” mentality.  He wanted all problems to be worked out by talking to the law makers and enforcers but as Stokely Carmichael said, “racism in not primarily a problem of human relations.”  Stokely was not against having while friends and supporters, he was not one of the activists who called people “white devils” but he was skeptical of white people helping. He didn’t want someone coming to him and saying, “If you do X, Y, and Z, then I’ll help you.”  He wanted to be in charge of his freedom and was afraid of the “oppressors telling the oppressed how to rid themselves of the oppressor.” (Carmichael, 430)

While both leaders had different approaches to the issue of civil right and racism, their goals were pretty much the same and without both of them and what they stood for, the United States probably wouldn’t be where they are today.

