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Within all great leaders there is power to capture the spirit and power of the people. Martin Luther King Junior and Stokely Carmichael both have to this power to make the people that follow them feel comfortable with them at the forefront of the civil rights movement. The similarities however seem to end once you get past the word “civil Rights” These leaders had very similar goals, but took two different paths to try to reach the end.


“Wait has almost always meant never, 1963.”(MLK, 28-5) this is what he felt in his own heart. The waiting had to stop, and he was going to shine the light of god on the situation with his non-violent protests. In Birmingham his rally was backed by all the facts, previous negotiations, self-purification and now moves into direct action. “ The white of the city left them with no alternative, 1963.”(MLK, 28-5) MLK were about the unjust laws put upon them, he peacefully protests to get justice to his people in the United States of America. Protesting segregation on buses, one woman said, “my feet is tired, but my soul is rested, 1963.”(28-5) This non violent action will one day free the south in Kings mind, and restore there god given rights under the constitution and declaration of independence.


As opposed to MLK conservative efforts toward civil rights, another leader had a more liberal idea. Stokley Carmichael believed that this was a war, and took that mind set. “The power must emanate from the community, 1966.”(Stokely Carmichael) He doesn’t want blacks to try to fit in, or integrate themselves into our white society because this already puts blacks lower than the whites. Equality is what he is after, but this can only be achieved if the “ white people from Beverly hills move to watts, 1966.”(Stokley Carmichael) if the leadership and mentality of our country change, as he believes only colored know what’s best for colored, and therefore freedom will not be had until all the leaders evenly divided. This would allow thoughts and ideas to be put forth at an equal level. Carmichael wants to see actions set forth to build an equal but separate society that can be ranked the same as the white society which he lives in. 


Mlk and Stokely Carmichael are on the complete opposite sides of the spectrum, with Mlk being conservative and Stokely Carmichael being a liberal or radical. Evident in all their practices, a combination of both minds would have been ideal for the civil rights movement. The reality though is sought through peaceful boycotts on MLK side where he feels that it will all even out, if we don’t harm our brothers but continue to try to work with them towards a peace. Carmichael wants action now; he wants black money going into “community, 1966.” (Stokely Carmichael) pocket. He wants a colored structure, equal of that to whites, which needs to be met at all costs. These two people are Americans who had different dreams, but the same goal, a goal of civil rights and racism still struggled with today and will continue until we forget about our past and refocus our vision on the future.

